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Unit Overview
Theme: Modern American Literature

 

Benchmark Text Focus: Informational

 

Anchor Text: Fahrenheit 451

 

Writing Genre Focus: Informative/Explanatory (Research)

 

Benchmark & Answer Key

Targeted ELA Standards
Add the appropriate NJSLS ELA standards with which this unit aligns.  This is done by clicking "actions" and 
then "add standards".

ELA.L.SS.9–10.1 Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing 
or speaking. 

ELA.L.KL.9–10.2 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

ELA.L.VL.9–10.3 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 9–10 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

ELA.L.VI.9–10.4 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings, including connotative meanings. 

ELA.RL.CR.9–10.1 Cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, 
as well as including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

ELA.RI.CR.9–10.1 Cite a range and thorough textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections, to 
strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says 
explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 



ELA.RL.CI.9–10.2 Determine one or more themes of a literary text and analyze how it is developed and 
refined over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

ELA.RI.CI.9–10.2 Determine one or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how it is 
developed and refined over the course of a text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

ELA.RL.IT.9–10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds and develops ideas throughout a text, including how 
complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

ELA.RI.IT.9–10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds ideas throughout the text, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 

ELA.RL.TS.9–10.4 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning the structure of a text, order of the events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulation of time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create 
specific effects (e.g., mystery, tension, or surprise). 

ELA.RI.TS.9–10.4 Analyze in detail the author’s choices concerning the structure of ideas or claims of a text, 
and how they are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

ELA.RI.PP.9–10.5 Determine an author’s purpose in a text (including cultural experience and knowledge 
reflected in text originating outside the United States) and analyze how an author uses 
rhetorical devices to advance that purpose. 

ELA.W.IW.9–10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

ELA.W.WP.9–10.4 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a 
new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out feedback 
and reflecting on personal writing progress; consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 
Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

ELA.W.WR.9–10.5 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation. 

ELA.W.SE.9–10.6 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style 
Manuals). 

ELA.W.RW.9–10.7 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

ELA.SL.II.9–10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 

ELA.SL.PI.9–10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 
The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

ELA.SL.UM.9–10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 



elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest. 

ELA.SL.AS.9–10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English. 
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Rationale
This unit on modern American literature, focusing on "Fahrenheit 451" and informative/explanatory research 
writing, equips students with essential analytical and communication skills. By exploring the themes of 



censorship, knowledge, and individuality, students gain a deeper understanding of societal dynamics and the 
importance of intellectual freedom. Engaging in thorough textual analysis and research prepares them to think 
critically and express their ideas effectively, both in academic settings and in their lives beyond school. This 
unit fosters a lifelong appreciation for literature and equips students with the tools to navigate and contribute 
thoughtfully to the world around them.

 

Centered on Modern American Literature, "Fahrenheit 451" and informative/explanatory research writing, 
prepares students for mastery of the standards through comprehensive benchmark and summative assessments. 
By engaging with the text and conducting detailed analyses, students will practice citing textual evidence, 
identifying themes, and understanding authorial choices. The unit's focus on research and writing will enhance 
their ability to gather and integrate information, organize complex ideas, and present their findings clearly and 
accurately. Through iterative planning, drafting, revising, and editing, students will refine their writing skills, 
ensuring they meet the rigorous demands of the standards and are well-prepared for future academic and real-
world challenges.

Enduring Understandings
Content Specific Skills Specific

 

1. Language and Communication: Mastery of 
the English language allows individuals to 
communicate ideas effectively and 
persuasively, shaping their ability to 
participate in society and influence others.

2. Textual Analysis and Interpretation: 
Understanding and analyzing both literary 
and informational texts deepen 
comprehension of complex ideas, themes, and 
cultural perspectives, enabling individuals to 
draw meaningful connections between texts 
and real-world issues.

3. Writing and Research: Writing is a process 
that involves planning, revising, and 
reflecting to effectively convey complex 
ideas. Mastering research skills empowers 
individuals to synthesize information from 
credible sources, creating well-informed, 
coherent, and original work.

4. Critical Thinking and Expression: Through 
collaboration and discussion, individuals 
learn to think critically, listen actively, and 
articulate their ideas persuasively, preparing 

 

1. Textual Evidence and Analysis: Citing 
thorough textual evidence from literary and 
informational texts to support analysis, 
interpretations, and inferences.

2. Theme and Idea Development: Identifying 
and analyzing the development of themes in 
literary texts and central ideas in 
informational texts, understanding how they 
are shaped by specific details.

3. Author’s Craft and Structure: Analyzing 
how authors structure texts, develop 
characters, and use rhetorical devices to 
create specific effects and convey purpose.

4. Research Proficiency: Conducting both 
short and sustained research projects, 
gathering and integrating information from 
multiple authoritative sources, and avoiding 
plagiarism through proper citation.

5. Writing and Revision: Writing clear, 
organized, and informative/explanatory texts 
that convey complex ideas, while refining the 
writing process through planning, revising, 



them to engage meaningfully in diverse 
conversations.

5. Adaptability and Presentation: Being able 
to adapt communication styles to suit 
different contexts, audiences, and purposes, 
including the strategic use of digital media, 
enhances one’s ability to influence and 
inform others in both formal and informal 
settings.

editing, and reflecting.

6. Collaboration and Communication: 
Effectively participating in collaborative 
discussions by building on others' ideas, 
clearly expressing personal viewpoints, and 
adapting speech to different contexts and 
audiences.

7. Digital Media and Presentation: Using 
digital media strategically to enhance 
presentations, making information and 
findings more engaging and impactful.

Essential Questions
 

Content Specific Skills Specific

• How do themes in literary texts, such as 
"Fahrenheit 451," reflect and critique societal 
values and issues?

• What techniques do authors use in literary 
texts to develop complex characters, advance 
the plot, and convey themes?

• How can we analyze the structure of a literary 
text to understand the author’s purpose and 
the impact on the reader?

• How does understanding the historical and 
cultural context of a literary text enhance our 
interpretation of its themes and messages?

• What ways can we draw connections between 
the themes of literary texts and contemporary 
issues or personal experiences?

• How can we effectively cite textual evidence 
from "Fahrenheit 451" to support our analysis 
and interpretation of the novel's themes and 
messages?

• What strategies can we use to conduct 
research on the historical and cultural context 
of "Fahrenheit 451" to enhance our 
understanding of the text?

• How can we integrate information from 
multiple sources to write informative and 
explanatory texts that analyze the themes and 
significance of "Fahrenheit 451"?

• What are the steps involved in planning, 
drafting, revising, and editing an 
informative/explanatory essay about 
"Fahrenheit 451"?

• How can we use digital media and other 
resources to present our findings and analyses 
of "Fahrenheit 451" in a clear, engaging, and 
persuasive manner?

Key Resources



Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

Supplementary Resources
Informational texts from district-approved resources. 

 

Additional district-approved secondary ELA instructional resource list 
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Spiraling for Mastery
Content or Skill for this Unit Spiral Focus from Previous Unit

• Language Skills

Command of English Language System 
and Structure (ELA.L.SS.9–10.1)
Demonstrating proper grammar, punctuation, 
and sentence structure in writing and 
speaking.

Effective Language Choices (ELA.L.KL.9–
10.2)
Applying knowledge of language to make 
effective choices for meaning and style in 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Determining Word Meanings 
(ELA.L.VL.9–10.3)
Clarifying the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases, 
including technical meanings, using various 
strategies.

Understanding Figurative Language and 
Nuances (ELA.L.VI.9–10.4)
Interpreting figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings, 
including connotative meanings.

• 1. Language Skills:

o Command of English Language 
System and Structure (ELA.L.SS.9–
10.1): This skill continues from 
previous units where students have 
been building their foundational 
grammar and language structure 
knowledge through writing and 
speaking exercises. The emphasis on 
effective language choices and proper 
grammar in earlier units will enhance 
their ability to use language 
commandfully in the current unit.
Curriculum Reference: Units focusing 
on narrative and argumentative 
writing.

o Effective Language Choices 
(ELA.L.KL.9–10.2): Previously, 
students have practiced making 
effective language choices in their 
writing assignments and discussions. 
In the current unit, this skill is further 
developed as students refine their 
language use to convey complex 
themes and ideas more effectively.



Reading Skills

Citing Textual Evidence (ELA.RL.CR.9–
10.1 & ELA.RI.CR.9–10.1)
Using thorough and relevant textual evidence 
to support analysis of literary and 
informational texts, including explicit and 
inferential content.

Determining Themes and Central Ideas 
(ELA.RL.CI.9–10.2 & ELA.RI.CI.9–10.2)
Identifying and analyzing themes in literary 
texts and central ideas in informational texts, 
including how they are developed and 
refined, and providing objective summaries.

Analyzing Author’s Development of Ideas 
(ELA.RL.IT.9–10.3 & ELA.RI.IT.9–10.3)
Examining how authors unfold and develop 
ideas throughout a text, including how 
complex characters and ideas are developed, 
interact, and impact the plot or theme.

Analyzing Text Structure (ELA.RL.TS.9–
10.4 & ELA.RI.TS.9–10.4)
Analyzing how an author’s structural choices, 
including the order of events and 
manipulation of time, create specific effects 
such as mystery, tension, or surprise, and how 
these choices develop and refine ideas.

Determining Author’s Purpose 
(ELA.RI.PP.9–10.5)
Identifying the author’s purpose and 
analyzing how rhetorical devices are used to 
advance that purpose.

Writing Skills

Informative/Explanatory Writing 
(ELA.W.IW.9–10.2)
Writing informative/explanatory texts to 
convey complex ideas and information 
clearly and accurately through effective 
content selection, organization, and analysis.

Writing Development (ELA.W.WP.9–10.4)
Strengthening writing through planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, seeking feedback, 
and reflecting on personal writing progress, 
with a focus on addressing significant 

Curriculum Reference: Units on 
thematic analysis and character 
development.

2. Reading Skills:

o Citing Textual Evidence 
(ELA.RL.CR.9–10.1 & 
ELA.RI.CR.9–10.1): In earlier units, 
students have been trained to cite 
textual evidence to support their 
analysis of themes and characters. The 
current unit reinforces this skill by 
requiring students to provide thorough 
and relevant evidence to support their 
analysis of new texts.
Curriculum Reference: Previous units 
on thematic analysis and character 
analysis.

o Determining Themes and Central 
Ideas (ELA.RL.CI.9–10.2 & 
ELA.RI.CI.9–10.2): Students have 
previously worked on identifying and 
analyzing themes in texts. The current 
unit builds on this by asking students 
to determine and analyze more 
complex themes and central ideas, 
enhancing their understanding of how 
themes evolve.
Curriculum Reference: Units focused 
on thematic development and 
narrative analysis.

o Analyzing Author’s Development of 
Ideas (ELA.RL.IT.9–10.3 & 
ELA.RI.IT.9–10.3): Skills in 
analyzing how authors develop ideas 
and characters have been established 
in earlier units. This unit deepens this 
analysis by focusing on how these 
elements interact and influence the 
plot and themes.
Curriculum Reference: Previous units 
on character development and plot 
analysis.

o Analyzing Text Structure 
(ELA.RL.TS.9–10.4 & 
ELA.RI.TS.9–10.4): Prior units have 
introduced students to basic structural 
elements in texts. The current unit 



elements for specific purposes and audiences.

Research Projects (ELA.W.WR.9–10.5 & 
ELA.W.SE.9–10.6)
Conducting research to answer questions or 
solve problems, synthesizing multiple 
sources, gathering relevant information, and 
integrating it effectively into writing while 
avoiding plagiarism and following citation 
standards.

Routine Writing (ELA.W.RW.9–10.7)
Writing routinely over both extended and 
shorter time frames for a variety of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening Skills

Collaborative Discussions (ELA.SL.PE.9–
10.1)
Participating effectively in collaborative 
discussions, building on others’ ideas, and 
expressing personal viewpoints clearly and 
persuasively.

Integrating Sources and Evaluating 
Credibility (ELA.SL.II.9–10.2)
Integrating multiple sources of information 
from diverse media and evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source.

Presenting Information (ELA.SL.PI.9–
10.4)
Presenting information, findings, and 
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically, with content, organization, 
development, and style appropriate to the 
task, purpose, and audience.

Using Digital Media (ELA.SL.UM.9–10.5)
Strategically using digital media elements to 
enhance presentations, reasoning, and 
evidence, adding interest and clarity.

Adapting Speech (ELA.SL.AS.9–10.6)
Adapting speech for different contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English.

advances this by examining how 
structure and time manipulation 
contribute to specific effects and 
thematic development.
Curriculum Reference: Units on 
narrative structure and literary 
techniques.

o Determining Author’s Purpose 
(ELA.RI.PP.9–10.5): Previous units 
have covered how authors use 
rhetorical devices and purposes in 
texts. The current unit extends this by 
analyzing the use of rhetorical devices 
in the context of thematic and 
structural elements.
Curriculum Reference: Units on 
argumentative and informational 
writing.

3. Writing Skills:

o Informative/Explanatory Writing 
(ELA.W.IW.9–10.2): Students have 
previously practiced writing 
informative texts. In the current unit, 
this skill is applied to more complex 
ideas and themes, focusing on clarity 
and organization.
Curriculum Reference: Units on 
writing historical events and scientific 
procedures.

o Writing Development 
(ELA.W.WP.9–10.4): The focus on 
revising, editing, and reflecting on 
writing from earlier units is reinforced 
as students continue to develop their 
writing skills.
Curriculum Reference: Units on 
narrative and argumentative writing.

o Research Projects (ELA.W.WR.9–
10.5 & ELA.W.SE.9–10.6): Building 
on previous research projects, students 
will conduct more detailed research, 
integrating multiple sources 
effectively.
Curriculum Reference: Units focused 
on research and synthesis of 
information.



o Routine Writing (ELA.W.RW.9–
10.7): Regular writing practices from 
previous units will be applied to new 
tasks and time frames, reinforcing 
writing habits and skills.
Curriculum Reference: Various 
writing assignments throughout 
previous units.

4. Speaking and Listening Skills:

o Collaborative Discussions 
(ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1): Skills in 
initiating and participating in 
discussions are built upon from 
previous units where students engaged 
in various discussion formats.
Curriculum Reference: Units focused 
on discussion and debate.

o Integrating Sources and Evaluating 
Credibility (ELA.SL.II.9–10.2): 
Students’ abilities to integrate and 
evaluate sources from previous 
research projects will be further 
developed as they assess diverse 
media and sources in discussions.
Curriculum Reference: Units on 
research and source evaluation.

o Presenting Information 
(ELA.SL.PI.9–10.4): Presentation 
skills honed in earlier units will be 
applied to presenting findings and 
evidence clearly and logically in the 
current unit.
Curriculum Reference: Units on 
presenting research and analysis.

o Using Digital Media 
(ELA.SL.UM.9–10.5): Previous use 
of digital media in presentations will 
be extended to enhance findings and 
reasoning with strategic use of various 
media elements.
Curriculum Reference: Units 
involving multimedia presentations.

o Adapting Speech (ELA.SL.AS.9–
10.6): Skills in adapting speech for 
various contexts are refined as 
students continue to practice formal 



and informal speaking tasks.
Curriculum Reference: Units on 
formal and informal speaking 
practices

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
Please tag the appropriate 2020 NJSLS-CLKS standards that align with the grade band and content/skills of 
this unit.  This is done by clicking "actions" and then "add standards".

TECH.9.4.12.TL.4 Collaborate in online learning communities or social networks or virtual worlds to analyze 
and propose a resolution to a real-world problem (e.g., 7.1.AL.IPERS.6). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.1 Compare search browsers and recognize features that allow for filtering of information. 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.2 Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the source, and 
relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources (e.g., NJSLSA.W8, Social 
Studies Practice: Gathering and Evaluating Sources. 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.8 Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 
7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.9 Analyze the decisions creators make to reveal explicit and implicit messages within 
information and media (e.g., 1.5.12acc.C2a, 7.1.IL.IPRET.4). 

Interdisciplinary Connections
How does this unit connect to standards in other disciplines?  Add the appropriate NJ SLS here, keeping grade 
bands in mind.  This is done by clicking "actions" and then "add standards".

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.16.a Make evidenced-base inferences regarding the impact of technology on the global 
workforce and on entrepreneurship. 

SOC.6.1.12.EconNE.16.b Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of new and emerging technologies on 
individuals and nations. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.a Assess from various perspectives the effectiveness with which the United States 
government addresses economic issues that affect individuals, business, and/or other 
countries. 

SOC.6.1.12.HistoryCC.16.b Determine past and present factors that led to the widening of the gap between the rich 
and poor, and evaluate how this has affected individuals and society. 


