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Rationale and Transfer Goals

Teaching the foundational literacy standards in kindergarten is essential for developing early reading, writing,
and communication skills that are critical for students' long-term academic success. Each standard targets
specific aspects of literacy development, ensuring that students build a strong foundation in language arts.

1. L.RF.K.1.A-D: Print Concepts and Phonological Awareness
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o Rationale: Understanding the basic concepts of print, such as recognizing that print carries

meaning and knowing how to follow words on a page, is fundamental for reading. Phonological
awareness, including recognizing and manipulating sounds in spoken words, is crucial for
decoding and word recognition. Teaching these skills helps students develop the ability to read
and write independently.

. L.RF.K.4: Reading Common High-Frequency Words

o Rationale: High-frequency words often cannot be easily sounded out and must be recognized

by sight. Learning these words allows students to read more fluently and focus on
comprehension rather than decoding every word, which supports smoother reading experiences
and a stronger foundation in literacy.

3. RL.TS.K.4 & RI.TS.K.4: Understanding Key Ideas and Details

o Rationale: These standards focus on students' ability to ask and answer questions about key

details in both literary (RL) and informational (RI) texts. This skill is vital for comprehension,
as it encourages students to engage with the text, think critically, and understand the main ideas
and important details in what they read.

4. SL.PE.K.1.A & SL.PE.K.1.B: Participating in Collaborative Conversations

o Rationale: Speaking and listening are foundational communication skills. These standards

emphasize the importance of participating in discussions, listening to others, and expressing
thoughts clearly. Early practice in these areas helps students develop the social and
communication skills needed for collaborative learning and effective interaction in both
academic and social contexts.

5. L.VILK.3.A & L.VIL.LK.3.C: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

o Rationale: Expanding vocabulary is key to understanding more complex texts and expressing

ideas clearly. These standards focus on acquiring new words and using them appropriately,
including understanding antonyms and applying words in context. A strong vocabulary
enhances both reading comprehension and expressive language skills.

6. L.KL.K.1.C: Understanding and Using Question Words



o Rationale: Knowing how to use question words (who, what, where, when, why, how) is critical
for both comprehension and inquiry. This standard supports students in asking relevant
questions, seeking information, and understanding the structure of questions, which is essential
for both oral and written communication.

7. RL.PP.K.5 & RI.PP.K.5: Recognizing Text Structure

o Rationale: Recognizing the structure of different types of texts helps students understand how
information is organized and how to navigate various genres. This skill is foundational for
comprehension, as it aids students in predicting, summarizing, and making sense of the material
they read.

8. L.VIL.K.3.B: Using Frequently Occurring Nouns and Verbs

o Rationale: This standard supports the use of basic grammar, which is essential for clear
communication. By practicing frequently occurring nouns and verbs, students develop the
ability to form simple sentences, which is a key step in both spoken and written language
development.

In summary, these standards are interconnected, each contributing to a well-rounded approach to early literacy
and communication skills. By teaching these concepts in kindergarten, educators lay the groundwork for
future academic achievement, ensuring that students are prepared to build on these skills as they progress
through their education.

NJSLS ELA

ELA.L.RF.K.1.A Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, and page by page.

ELA.L.RF.K.1.B Recognize that spoken words are represented in written language by specific sequences of
letters.

ELA.L.RF.K.1.C Understand that words are separated by spaces in print.

ELA.L.RF.K.1.D Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of the alphabet.

ELA.L.RF.K.4 Read emergent-reader texts (decodable texts, including words with one-to-one letter-
sound correspondences) orally with sufficient decoding accuracy to support
comprehension.

ELA.L.KL.K.1.C Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why,
how).

ELA.L.VI.K.3.A Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, foods) to gain a sense of the concepts
the categories represent.

ELA.L.VI.K.3.B Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them
to their opposites (antonyms).

ELA.L.VIK.3.C Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., note places at school that
are colorful).

ELA.RL.TS.K.4 Recognize common types of literary texts (e.g., storybooks, poems) and identify features
of print (front cover, back cover, and title page of a book).

ELA.RI.TS.K.4 Recognize common types of informational texts (e.g., biographies, recipes, how-to

manuals) and identify features of print (e.g., front cover, back cover, and title page of a



book).

ELA.RL.PP.K.5 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the
role of each in telling the story.

ELA.RI.PP.K.5 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a text and define the role
of each in presenting the ideas or information in a text.

ELA.SL.PE.K.1.A Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking
turns speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

ELA.SL.PE.K.1.B Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

Enduring Understandings

1). Understanding how print works, including the directionality of text and the relationship between spoken
sounds and written letters, is essential for learning to read and write. Mastery of these concepts forms the
foundation for all future literacy skills.

2). Recognizing high-frequency words by sight is crucial for reading fluency. This skill allows students to read
more smoothly, enabling them to focus on understanding the text rather than decoding every word.

3). Comprehension involves identifying and understanding the main ideas and details in a text. The ability to
ask and answer questions about key details helps students engage with the text and enhances their overall
understanding.

4). Effective communication involves both listening and speaking. By engaging in conversations, students
learn to express their ideas clearly, listen to others, and build on others' ideas, which are essential skills for
academic and social success.

5). A strong vocabulary is foundational for both reading comprehension and effective communication.
Understanding and using a wide range of words, including their opposites, allows students to express their
ideas more precisely and understand more complex texts.

6). The ability to ask and answer questions using appropriate question words is key to understanding and
gaining information. Mastery of this skill enhances students' ability to inquire, learn, and communicate
effectively.

7). Different types of texts have different structures, and recognizing these structures helps students navigate
and understand the information presented. This understanding supports comprehension and allows students to
approach various texts with strategies suited to their structure.



8). The ability to use common nouns and verbs correctly is fundamental to building sentences and
communicating effectively. Mastery of this skill supports both spoken and written language development,
enabling students to express themselves clearly.

Essential Questions

e How does understanding the structure of print help us become better readers?

e What sounds do letters make, and how can recognizing these sounds help us read words?

e Why is it important to know how words are made up of different sounds?

e Why do we need to recognize certain words quickly when we read?

¢ How does knowing high-frequency words help us read more easily and understand what we’re
reading?

e How can asking questions about a story or information help us understand it better?

e What are the important details in this text, and how do they help us understand the main idea?

e How do we share our ideas with others and listen to what they have to say?

e What makes a good conversation, and how can we keep it going?

e Why is it important to know many different words?

e How do knowing words and their opposites help us understand and communicate better?

e How do question words like who, what, where, when, why, and how help us learn more?

e What kinds of questions can we ask to get the information we need?

e How does knowing the structure of a story or an informational text help us understand it better?

e What clues can we find in a text that help us figure out what kind of text it is?

e How do nouns and verbs help us make sentences that make sense?

e Why is it important to use the right nouns and verbs when we talk or write?

Content, Learning Targets, and Activities

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/14xBz_HleiGp0SCvC55n8i1V{FJg
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Exit Ticket: RI.PP.K.5 - Match the author/illustrator to their job

L.RF.K.4 - read an emergent reader text and answer questions about it




Assessments

Exit tickets will be given that apply to the standards being taught. Please view the table above for Exit ticket

ideas.

Spiraling for Mastery

Content or SKill for this Unit

Spiral Focus from
Previous Unit

Instructional Activity

Recognize that print carries meaning and can be
read.

Draw a picture and write
the word that goes with it

Identify and name all uppercase and lowercase
letters of the alphabet.

Phonics Lessons

Phonics Lessons

Recognize and read common high-frequency words
by sight

Phonics Lessons

Phonics Lessons

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

come up with a question
about a story

Listen to others and take turns speaking during
discussions.

class discussions

Identify and use new vocabulary words in context.

Matching game with
word cards and pictures

Determine the meaning of unknown words using
context clues and illustrations.

Reading a story and
using the picture and
clues to determine an
unknown word

Identify and correctly use question words (who,
what, where, when, why, how) in both spoken and
written language.

Find the question word
activity. Use question
words in a partner/group
discussion

Identify different types of texts (e.g., storybooks,
informational texts) based on their structure and
features.

Parts of a book review
and activity

Identify and use common nouns (e.g., cat, dog) and
verbs (e.g., run, jump) in sentences.

Noun and verb
worksheets

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation, and Training

TECH.9.4.2.CT

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving

Information is shared or conveyed in a variety of formats and sources.




Brainstorming can create new, innovative ideas.
Individuals from different cultures may have different points of view and experiences.

Collaboration can simplify the work an individual has to do and sometimes produce a
better product.

Life Literacies & Key Skills

Individuals from different cultures may have different points of view and experiences.
Information is shared or conveyed in a variety of formats and sources.

Brainstorming can create new, innovative ideas.

Interdisciplinary Connections

Analyzing data in K—2 builds on prior experiences and progresses to collecting, recording,
and sharing observations.

Modeling in K2 builds on prior experiences and progresses to include using and
developing models (i.e., diagram, drawing, physical replica, diorama, dramatization,
storyboard) that represent concrete events or design solutions.

Ask questions based on observations to find more information about the designed world.

Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information in K-2 builds on prior experiences
and uses observations and texts to communicate new information.

Asking questions, making observations, and gathering information are helpful in thinking
about problems.

Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information in K-2 builds on prior experiences
and uses observations and texts to communicate new information.



