
3rd Grade Unit 5 - Organisms and the Environment
Content Area: Science
Course(s): Science Grade 3
Time Period: MP3
Length: 3 days
Status: Published

NJSLS - Science

SCI.3-LS2-1 Construct an argument that some animals form groups that help members survive. 

Science and Engineering Practices
Engaging in Argument from Evidence

Construct an argument with evidence, data, and/or a model. (3-LS2-1)

 

 

Disciplinary Core Ideas
LS2.D: Social Interactions and Group Behavior

Being part of a group helps animals obtain food, defend themselves, and cope with changes. Groups may serve 
different functions and vary dramatically in size. (3-LS2-1)

 

 

 

Crosscutting Concepts
Cause and Effect

Cause and effect relationships are routinely identified and used to explain change. (3-LS2-1)

 



Rationale and Transfer Goals
Students will explore the concept of group behavior in animals and how it enhances survival, protection, food 

gathering, and reproduction. 

This unit is designed to foster students’ understanding of biological interactions while promoting critical 
thinking and scientific inquiry. By engaging in investigations, collaborative discussions, and model-based 

reasoning, students will develop essential skills in analyzing patterns and constructing explanations. 
Additionally, this unit will encourage students to recognize the importance of cooperation in both animal and 

human communities.

 

Enduring Understandings
Being part of a group can help animals find food, protect themselves from predators, reproduce successfully 
and adapt to change.

 

Essential Questions
 How do animals living in groups help each other survive?

 

Content - What will students know?
• Some animals live and work together in groups.
• Living in groups helps animals find food, protect each other from predators, and care for their young.
• Animals such as wolves, birds, fish, and insects live in groups.
• Patterns of group behavior can be analyzed across species.
• Group behavior increases an animal’s chance of survival.

Skills - What will students be able to do?
• Identify and describe examples of animals that live in groups.



• Recognize patterns in group behavior and how they support survival.
• Explain why animals form groups and how it helps them survive.
• Use observations and research to support claims about the benefits of group behavior.
• Create diagrams or physical models to represent how animal groups function.
• Formulate scientific questions about animal behaviors and their purpose.

Activities - How will we teach the content and skills?
• Mystery Science Heredity, Survival, & Selection Lesson 4
• Whole group instruction and discussion.
• Read Alouds 
• Group and Individual Projects
• Hands-on discovery when possible; creating models
• Webquests/Internet “field trips”

Evidence/Assessments - How will we know what students have learned?
• Mystery Science Heredity, Survival, & Selection Lesson 4 Assessment

• Teacher Observation

• Student projects/models

• Exit Tickets

• Tests/Quizzes

• Grade 3 Science Benchmark #3 (taken after Unit 6)

Spiraling for Mastery
Content or Skill for this Unit Spiral Focus from Previous Unit Instructional Activity

• For any particular 
environment, some kinds 
of organisms survive well, 
some survive less well, and 
some cannot survive at all.

• Organisms and their habitat 
make up a system in which 

Kindergarten: Living things need 
water, air, and resources from the 
land, and they live in places that 
have the things they need. Humans 
use natural resources for 
everything they do. 

K-LS1-1 Activities

 

1-LS1-2 Activities

 

https://teaching.betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/2056/ngss-k-ls1-1-use-observations-to-describe-patterns-of-what-plants-and-animals-including-humans-need-to-survive?from=standard_level1
https://teaching.betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/2075/ngss-1-ls1-2-read-texts-and-use-media-to-determine-patterns-in-behavior-of-parents-and-offspring-that-help-offspring-survive?from=standard_level1


the parts depend on each 
other.

 

Grade 1: Adult plants and animals 
can have young. In many kinds of 
animals, parents and the offspring 
themselves engage in behaviors 
that help the offspring to survive. 

 

Grade 2: Plants depend on water 
and light to grow. 

 

Grade 2: Plants depend on animals 
for pollination or to move their 
seeds around. 

 

Grade 2; There are many different 
kinds of living things in any area, 
and they exist in different places 
on land and in water.

2-LS2-1 Activities

 

2-LS2-2 Activities

 

2-LS4-1 Activities

Key Resources
Mystery Science

 

Insects That Work Together

 

Battle at Kruger: Water Buffalo Save Calf from Lions

 

A Walk in the Desert (Biomes of North America)

 

A Walk in the Deciduous Forest (Biomes of North America)

 

A Walk in the RainForest (Biomes of North America)

https://teaching.betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/2091/ngss-2-ls2-1-plan-and-conduct-an-investigation-to-determine-if-plants-need-sunlight-and-water-to-grow?from=standard_level1
https://teaching.betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/2092/ngss-2-ls2-2-develop-a-simple-model-that-mimics-the-function-of-an-animal-in-dispersing-seeds-or-pollinating-plants?from=standard_level1
https://teaching.betterlesson.com/browse/common_core/standard/2094/ngss-2-ls4-1-make-observations-of-plants-and-animals-to-compare-the-diversity-of-life-in-different-habitats?from=standard_level1
https://mysteryscience.com/
https://ngss.nsta.org/Resource.aspx?ResourceID=271
https://ngss.nsta.org/Resource.aspx?ResourceID=273
https://ngss.nsta.org/Resource.aspx?ResourceID=339
https://ngss.nsta.org/Resource.aspx?ResourceID=340
https://ngss.nsta.org/Resource.aspx?ResourceID=341


 

A Walk in the Prairie (Biomes of North America)

 

21st Century Life and Careers

WRK.9.2.5.CAP.3 Identify qualifications needed to pursue traditional and non-traditional careers and 
occupations. 

WRK.9.2.5.CAP.4 Explain the reasons why some jobs and careers require specific training, skills, and 
certification (e.g., life guards, child care, medicine, education) and examples of these 
requirements. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills

TECH.9.4.5.CI.1 Use appropriate communication technologies to collaborate with individuals with diverse 
perspectives about a local and/or global climate change issue and deliberate about 
possible solutions (e.g., W.4.6, 3.MD.B.3,7.1.NM.IPERS.6). 

TECH.9.4.5.CI.2 Investigate a persistent local or global issue, such as climate change, and collaborate with 
individuals with diverse perspectives to improve upon current actions designed to address 
the issue (e.g., 6.3.5.CivicsPD.3, W.5.7). 

TECH.9.4.5.IML.3 Represent the same data in multiple visual formats in order to tell a story about the data. 

Interdisciplinary Connections/Companion Standards
NJSLS ELA

RI.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. (3-LS2-1) 

 

RI.3.3 Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in 
technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. (3-LS2- 1)

 

W.3.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. (3-LS2-1) 

 

NJSLS Mathematics

3.NBT Number and Operations in Base Ten (3-LS2-1)

https://ngss.nsta.org/Resource.aspx?ResourceID=342


 

 

 


