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In compliance with the NJ Student Learning Standards, climate change, career readiness, DEI (Diversity, 
Equity, & Inclusivity), as well as other standards have been integrated within the NBCRSD curricula (NJ 
Administrative Code Title 6A: chapter 8; Title 18A: chapter 35). 

Course Overview

Sequence- Unit Titles, Summaries, and Number of weeks per unit (total = 18 semester/36 year)

 
Unit  1: Foundations of Music Technology (4 Class Periods)
Unit 1 – Foundations of Music Technology introduces students to the history and evolution of 
music technology while exploring the tools, careers, and workflows used in modern music 
production. Students develop foundational skills in Soundtrap, including project creation, audio 
recording, MIDI basics, file management, and digital studio etiquette. The unit culminates in an 
"Introducing Yourself Through Music" project, where students create a short digital audio 
production that demonstrates their understanding of the music production process and the basic 
features of a digital audio workstation (DAW).

 

Unit  2:  Digital Audio & Recording Fundamentals (7 Class Periods)
Unit 2 introduces students to the principles of digital audio and the recording process, including how 
sound is captured, represented, edited, and stored in a digital environment. Students develop 
proficiency in recording, editing, and organizing multi-track audio projects while exploring concepts 
such as waveforms, frequency, amplitude, sample rate, bit depth, and digital audio file formats. The 
unit culminates in a Digital Audio Production Project, where students create and edit a 
professional-quality spoken-word production using Soundtrap while applying effective recording 
and audio editing techniques.
 
Unit  3:  Microphones and Recording Techniques (6 Class Periods)
Unit 3 focuses on the principles of professional audio recording by introducing students to 
microphone types, recording equipment, signal flow, and proper recording techniques. Students 
develop the skills to select appropriate microphones, apply effective microphone placement, set 
recording levels, and evaluate how recording environments influence the quality of captured sound. 
The unit culminates in a Recording Engineer Challenge, where students record and analyze a 
variety of sound sources using professional recording practices and justify the technical decisions 
they made throughout the recording process.

Unit  4:  Midi & Beat Production (8 Class Periods)
Unit 4 introduces students to MIDI sequencing, virtual instruments, and beat production as they 



learn how producers create original musical ideas in a digital environment. Students develop skills in 
programming drum patterns, editing MIDI data, creating bass lines, composing chord progressions, 
and arranging musical sections using Soundtrap's production tools. The unit culminates in an 
Original Beat Production Project, where students compose and produce an original beat that 
demonstrates creativity, musical structure, and proficiency with MIDI sequencing and digital music 
production techniques.

Unit  5: Songwriting & Arrangement (8 Class Periods)
Unit 5 builds upon students' knowledge of MIDI sequencing and music production by guiding them 
through the process of composing, arranging, and producing an original song in Soundtrap. 
Students apply principles of melody, harmony, rhythm, song form, instrumentation, and creative 
decision-making to develop a production-ready composition that reflects their own musical style and 
artistic intent. The unit culminates in the Producer's Showcase Project, where students create an 
original song that demonstrates effective songwriting, thoughtful arrangement, and professional 
preparation for recording and mixing.

Unit  6: Recording, Editing & Mixing (8 Class Periods)
Unit 6 guides students through the final stages of the music production process by focusing on 
recording, editing, mixing, and preparing an original composition for release. Students refine the 
songs created in Unit 5 by applying professional production techniques, including equalization (EQ), 
compression, panning, reverb, delay, automation, and critical listening to achieve a balanced, 
polished mix. The unit culminates in a Professional Mixing & Production Project, where students 
produce a release-ready recording that demonstrates technical proficiency, creative decision-
making, and an understanding of industry-standard music production practices.

Unit  7: Portfolio and Final Presentation (4 Class Periods)
Unit 7 provides students with the opportunity to compile, evaluate, and present the original music 
and projects they created throughout the course in a professional digital portfolio. Students reflect on 
their creative process, analyze their artistic and technical growth, and communicate the production 
decisions behind their work using appropriate music technology terminology. The unit culminates in 
a Digital Portfolio & Producer Showcase, where students present their completed productions, 
demonstrate mastery of the music production process, and celebrate their development as 
composers, producers, and recording engineers.

Reporting Student Progress (link to NB’s Assessment System)
All courses follow a balanced assessment system with Practice and Assessments.
Each category includes formative, summative and alternative assessments.

Accommodations and Modifications (link to menu)
Integrated accommodations and modifications for special education students, English language learners, 
students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans.

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_wTTE2u7dU7tL2kHJ-5ONnBfF_rml028MwiKFcN_c-U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aowaljCR06ML_DMsDyyzSTYL_vNvtL8bw60Wn8IxJaI/edit

