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In compliance with the NJ Student Learning Standards, climate change, career readiness, DEI (Diversity, 
Equity, & Inclusivity), as well as other standards have been integrated within the NBCRSD curricula (NJ 
Administrative Code Title 6A: chapter 8; Title 18A: chapter 35). 

Course Overview

Sequence- Unit Titles, Summaries, and Number of weeks per unit (total = 18 semester/36 year)

 

Unit 1: From Literacy to Literature (7 weeks): In this unit, students explore the 
multi-faceted nature of technology through engaging short stories & poetry. 
Students examine how technological progress impacts society, human connection, 
and personal identity while sharpening their analytical reading, research, and 
creative storytelling skills.

 

 

SPECIFIC RESOURCES FOR UNIT: 

• "Where I'm From" George Ella Lyon
• "Sorry Wrong Number" Lucille Fletcher 
• "The Elevator" by William Sleator 
• "The Landlady" by Roald Dahl
• "Harrison Bergeron" by Kurt Vonnegut
• Supplemental Text: 

• "Flowers for Algernon" (excerpt) by Daniel Keyes
• "The Feeling of Power" by Isaac Asimov

 

Unit 2: Speaking Up & Speaking Out (8 weeks):  This unit examines how 
literature and public speech serve as powerful tools for advocacy, inclusivity, and 
societal progress. As students analyze foundational and modern speeches, poetry, 
and non-fiction spanning from the late 1800s to the present, they examine how 
writers use rhetoric to highlight diverse cultural experiences and inspire reform. 
Drawing inspiration from these exemplars, students synthesize their learning by 
writing and delivering an original advocacy speech/spoken word on an issue they 



care about.

 

 

SPECIFIC RESOURCES FOR UNIT: 

▪ “The Hill We Climb” by Amanda Gorman
▪ “Sympathy,” by Paul Laurence Dunbar & "Oriflamme” by Jessie Redmond
▪ “Mother to Son,” & “Harlem,” by Langston Hughes
▪ “Phenomenal Woman” & “Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou
▪ "I Hear America Singing" (Whitman) & "I, Too" (Hughes)
▪ "New Hampshire Primary Speech" Barack Obama (2008)
▪ "Supreme Court Nomination Speech" Sonia Sotomayor (2009)
▪ "Nobel Prize Lecture," by Malala Yousafzai (2014)
▪ "Gender equality is your issue too,” by Emma Watson (2014)
▪ Supplemental Text: 

o "The Civil Liberties Act of 1988" by Ronald Reagan (1988)
o "Inaugural Address 1981" by Ronald Reagan (1981)
o "The Perils of Indifference" by Elie Wiesel (1999)

 

Unit 3: Lessons From the Past (7 weeks): Drawing lessons from the past 
through the study of Alan Gratz’s novel Refugee, students explore how conflict, 
displacement, and personal choices shape human journeys across different 
historical eras. Students build essential context by conducting research on the 
real-world historical events surrounding each character's story. By analyzing how 
character decisions impact others and drive plot development, students examine 
themes of resilience and empathy, culminating in an evidence-based analytical 
essay evaluating character choice and central themes.

 

 

SPECIFIC RESOURCES FOR UNIT: 

▪ Refugee, by Alan Gratz
▪ Various databases for Historical background research

 

 

Unit 4: Art of Survival (5 weeks): In Art of Survival—a nod to Maus creator Art 
Spiegelman—students dive into the visual mediums of graphic memoirs to 
investigate how art serves as a tool for bearing witness to historical injustice. By 
analyzing Maus and George Takei’s They Called Us Enemy, students evaluate 
how visual literary techniques express resilience, heritage, and human dignity. 



Drawing connections between the advocacy speeches of Unit 2 and the historical 
journeys of Unit 3, students construct a final comparative literary analysis essay 
evaluating how two texts across these units portray shared human struggles.

 

 

SPECIFIC RESOURCES FOR UNIT: 

▪ Maus by Art Spiegelman
▪ They Called Us Enemy by George Takei

 

Unit 5: Act and Impact (10 weeks): This unit examines the intersection of 
environment, identity, and personal agency. Students write a research synthesis 
essay exploring how background shapes influential leaders and dive into choice 
novels centered on characters taking action. Students participate in book talks and 
deliver a final capstone presentation that showcases their overall insights on 
leadership, choice, and human impact.

 

SPECIFIC RESOURCES FOR UNIT: 

• Pride by Ibi Zoboi
• OCDaniel by Wesley King
• The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen
• Marcus Vega Doesn't Speak Spanish by Pablo Cartaya
• Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga

• Code Orange (Cooney)

• Supplemental Texts:

• Two Degrees (Gratz)

Reporting Student Progress (link to NB’s Assessment System)
All courses follow a balanced assessment system with Practice and Assessments.
Each category includes formative, summative and alternative assessments.

Accommodations and Modifications (link to menu)
Integrated accommodations and modifications for special education students, English language learners, 
students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans.

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_wTTE2u7dU7tL2kHJ-5ONnBfF_rml028MwiKFcN_c-U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aowaljCR06ML_DMsDyyzSTYL_vNvtL8bw60Wn8IxJaI/edit



