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SHORT STORIES/LITERARY TERMS

Learning Objectives

•    Apply understanding of literary elements to new contexts.     . 

•    Discuss literature effectively in small and large groups.     . 

•    Learn to read for meaning and to analyze and make connections to short stories.     . 

•    Present information to the class using effective communication skills.     . 

•    Take clear and concise notes during class discussion.     . 

•    Understand the basic elements of the short story—plot, character, conflict, setting, theme, symbol, 
irony, and foreshadowing.

    . 

Essential Skills

Writing Skills

•    Determine and address the audience appropriately (W.9-10.4)     . 

•    Develop and use appropriate planning templates (W.9-10.5)     . 

•    Identify and understand the writing purpose (W.9-10.4)     . 

•    Understand and utilize revision techniques (W.9-10.5)     . 

•    Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions, details, and quotes (W.9-10.2)     . 

•    Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience, and purpose (W.9-10.2)     . 



•    Use technology proficiently for production, publication, and collaboration (W.9-10.6)     . 

Language Skills

•    Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices to shape the meaning and style (L.9-10.3)     . 

•    Identify and use various types of phrases and clauses (L.9-10.1)     . 

•    Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.; repeated grammatical patterns, types of phrases, and types 
of clauses) and how to use effectively (L.9-10.1)

    . 

•    Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation (L.9-10.2)     . 

•    Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link two or more closely related independent clauses (L.9-
10.2)

    . 

•    Use context clues to derive word meaning ( connotation, denotation, word function and position) (L.9-
10.4)

    . 

•    Vary sentence structure to convey specific meaning and interest in writing and presentation (L.9-10.1)     . 

Reading Skills

•    Analyze how the author presents the ideas or events and how the ideas are introduced, sequenced, 
and developed to contribute to the overall purpose of the text (RL.9-10.3; RI.9-10.3)

    . 

•    Analyze relationship between implicit and explicit text evidence and how it contributes to the meaning 
of the text (RL.9-10.1; RI.9-10.1)

    . 

•    Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings (RL.9-10.1; RI.9-10.1)     . 

•    Determine a theme and central idea (RL.9-10.2; RI.9-10.2)     . 

•    Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and is refined or strengthened by key details (RL.9-
10.2; RI.9-10.2)

    . 

•    Identify explicit and implicit textual evidence (RL.9-10.1; RI.9-10.1)     . 

•    Identify rhetorical devices and text structures that may develop the purpose of piece (RI.9-10.6)     . 

•    Identify rhetorical devices and text structures that may develop the purpose of piece (RL.9-10.6; RI.9-
10.6)

    . 

•    Recognize and understand a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a text from 
outside the United States (RL.9-10.6)

    . 

•    Understand how word choice impacts meaning (figurative, connotative, technical meaning) (RL.9-10.4; 
RI.9-10.4)

    . 

Standards

ELA.R Reading 

ELA.RL.CR.9–10.1 Cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, 
as well as including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

ELA.RI.CR.9–10.1 Cite a range and thorough textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections, to 
strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says 
explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 



ELA.RL.CI.9–10.2 Determine one or more themes of a literary text and analyze how it is developed and 
refined over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

ELA.RI.CI.9–10.2 Determine one or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how it is 
developed and refined over the course of a text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

ELA.RL.IT.9–10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds and develops ideas throughout a text, including how 
complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

ELA.RI.IT.9–10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds ideas throughout the text, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 

ELA.RL.TS.9–10.4 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning the structure of a text, order of the events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulation of time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create 
specific effects (e.g., mystery, tension, or surprise). 

ELA.RI.TS.9–10.4 Analyze in detail the author’s choices concerning the structure of ideas or claims of a text, 
and how they are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

ELA.RL.PP.9–10.5 Determine an author’s lens in a text (including cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature) 
and analyze how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance a point of view. 

ELA.RI.PP.9–10.5 Determine an author’s purpose in a text (including cultural experience and knowledge 
reflected in text originating outside the United States) and analyze how an author uses 
rhetorical devices to advance that purpose. 

ELA.RL.MF.9–10.6 Analyze, integrate, and evaluate multiple interpretations (e.g., recorded or live production 
of a play or recorded novel or poetry) of a single text or text/s presented in different 
formats (visually, quantitatively). 

ELA.RI.MF.9–10.6 Analyze, integrate, and evaluate multiple interpretations (e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, 
videos) of a single text or text/s presented in different formats (visually, quantitatively) as 
well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

ELA.RI.AA.9–10.7 Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in an informational text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and reasoning. 

ELA.RL.CT.9–10.8 Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) how an author draws on, develops, or transforms source material 
historical and literary significance (e.g., how a modern author treats a theme or topic from 
mythology or a religious text) and how they relate in terms of themes and significant 
concepts. 

Instructional Tasks/Activities

•    Distinguish between static/dynamic characters and round/flat characters. Discuss the characters in the 
stories along these terms.

    . 

•    Annotate stories accordingly.     . 

•    Consider the author's message and theme for each story.     . 

•    Define allusion. Locate the use of allusion in the works studied.     . 

•    Define direct and indirect characterization.     . 

•    Define imagery, foreshadowing, and suspense. Annotate stories for these devices.     . 



•    Define symbolism. Locate the use of symbolism in the works studied.     . 

•    Define the three types of irony (verbal, dramatic, and situational). Identify the use of irony in the 
stories studied.

    . 

•    Define, annotate and discuss exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.     . 

•    Engage in quick write activities that allow students to emulate the stories studied and develop their 
own style.

    . 

•    Gothic Literature Notes     . 

•    Grammar Pre-Assessment Test     . 

•    Introduction Poem - "Abandoned Farmhouse" by Ted Kooser     . 

•    Isolate vocabulary terms present in the stories and define.     . 

•    Literary Term Dictionary     . 

•    Most Dangerous Game Art Project     . 

•    Read a variety of short stories together in class as well as independently at home to examine how 
writers craft stories.

    . 

Assessment Procedure

•    Classroom Total Participation Technique     . 

•    Classwork     . 

•    DBQ     . 

•    Essay     . 

•    Exit Ticket/Entrance Ticket/Do Now     . 

•    Journal / Student Reflection     . 

•    Kahoot     . 

•    Other named in lesson     . 

•    Peer Review     . 

•    Performance     . 

•    Problem Correction     . 

•    Project     . 

•    Quiz     . 

•    Rubric     . 

•    Teacher Collected Data     . 

•    Test     . 

•    Worksheet     . 

Recommended Technology Activities

•    Appropriate Content Specific Online Resource     . 

•    Chromebook     . 

•    Gimkit     . 



•    GoGuardian     . 

•    Google Classroom     . 

•    Google Docs     . 

•    Google Forms     . 

•    Google Slides     . 

•    Kahoot     . 

•    MagicSchool AI     . 

•    Other- Specified in Lesson     . 

•    Quiziz     . 

•    Screencastify     . 

Accommodations & Modifications & Differentiation
Accommodations and Modifications should be used to meet individual needs. Their IEP and 504 plans should 
be used in addition to the following suggestions. 

Gifted and Talented

•    Compare & Contrast     . 

•    Conferencing     . 

•    Debates     . 

•    Jigsaw     . 

•    Peer Partner Learning     . 

•    Problem Solving     . 

•    Structured Controversy     . 

•    Think, Pair, Share     . 

•    Tutorial Groups     . 

Instruction/Materials

•    alter format of materials (type/highlight, etc.)     . 

•    color code materials     . 

•    eliminate answers     . 

•    extended time     . 

•    extended time     . 

•    large print     . 

•    modified quiz     . 

•    modified test     . 



•    Modify Assignments as Needed     . 

•    Modify/Repeat/Model directions     . 

•    necessary assignments only     . 

•    Other (specify in plans)     . 

•    other- named in lesson     . 

•    provide assistance and cues for transitions     . 

•    provide daily assignment list     . 

•    read class materials orally     . 

•    reduce work load     . 

•    shorten assignments     . 

•    study guide/outline     . 

•    utilize multi-sensory modes to reinforce instruction     . 

Environment

•    alter physical room environment     . 

•    assign peer tutors/work buddies/note takers     . 

•    assign preferential seating     . 

•    individualized instruction/small group     . 

•    modify student schedule (Describe)     . 

•    other- please specify in plans     . 

•    provide desktop list/formula     . 

Honors Modifications
Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent studies or investigations.

Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose how to approach a problem or 
assignment.

Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and compare the two.

Ask students’ higher level questions that require students to look into causes, experiences, and facts to draw a 
conclusion or make connections to other areas of learning.

Resources

•    "Abandoned Farmhouse" by Ted Kooser     . 

•    "The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell     . 

•    “Popular Mechanics” by Raymond Carver; “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant;  “The Man to Send     . 



Rain Clouds” by Leslie Marmon Silko; “The Rules of the Game” by Amy Tan; “The Flowers” by Alice 
Walker; “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by James Thurber; “Where are you Going? Where Have you 
Been?” by Joyce Carol Oates; “Phonecall” by Dorothy Parker; “Thank You, Ma’am” by Langston Hughes;

•    “The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe     . 

•    “The Lady or the Tiger” by Frank R. Stockton     . 

•    “The Sniper” by Liam O’Flaherty     . 

•    Additional readings related to the selected topic of research, which may include any of the following 
approved works:

    . 

•    Teacher-created notes on literary terms to be compiled into a quick reference dictionary by the 
students

    . 


