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DYSTOPIAN SOCIETY

Learning Objectives

•    Begin with a thought-provoking question: "What shapes our identity? Is it our environment, our 
experiences, or something else?"

    . 

•    Character Development: The evolution of characters throughout the story and their struggles.     . 

•    In addition, there may assigned secondary, informational readings, short videos / documentaries, 
musical selections, and visual arts to support primary text.

    . 

•    Several weekly, short (150-200 word) literary response writing pieces will be used to assess 
comprehension, inferencing skills, and literary analysis.  There will be required response to specific 
passages in the primary text to analyze literary elements and in response to narrative structure, the 
development of characters and themes, and the use of figurative language and its implied purpose.  
Textual evidence, annotation, and proper MLA citation usage will be used in support of all analysis of text, 
both fiction and nonfiction.

    . 

•    Speculative Fiction: Understanding the genre and its characteristics, including how it explores "what if" 
scenarios.

    . 

•    Text Evidence: The importance of supporting claims with specific examples from the text.     . 

•    The primary focus of this unit is the reliance on appropriate and well-organized textual evidence and 
oral analysis of a given text.

    . 

•    Themes of Identity and Belonging: How characters navigate their identities in a contrasting 
environment.

    . 

•    To support the primary focus of this unit, critical textual annotation will be taught in addition to syntax 
variety, figurative language, and phraseology (narrative technique). The writing process will include 
scaffolding concepts throughout the year and will develop writing techniques, which include, but are not 
limited to:   Mastery of Thesis Construction   MLA Process   The Narrative Task   The Argumentative Essay   
The Research Simulation   Analytical Responses to Literary Criticism

    . 

•    Write a reflective response analyzing how the themes of identity and belonging are presented through 
characters in the story.

    . 



Essential Skills

Writing Skills

•    Determine and address the audience appropriately (W.9-10.4)     . 

•    Develop and use appropriate planning templates (W.9-10.5)     . 

•    Identify and understand the writing purpose (W.9-10.4)     . 

•    Understand and utilize revision techniques (W.9-10.5)     . 

•    Use relevant and sufficient facts, definitions, details, and quotes (W.9-10.2)     . 

•    Use sources that are appropriate to task, audience, and purpose (W.9-10.2)     . 

•    Use technology proficiently for production, publication, and collaboration (W.9-10.6)     . 

Language Skills

•    Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices to shape the meaning and style (L.9-10.3)     . 

•    Identify and use various types of phrases and clauses (L.9-10.1)     . 

•    Understand concepts of parallelism ( i.e.; repeated grammatical patterns, types of phrases, and types 
of clauses) and how to use effectively (L.9-10.1)

    . 

•    Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation (L.9-10.2)     . 

•    Use a semicolon or conjunctive adverb to link two or more closely related independent clauses (L.9-
10.2)

    . 

•    Use context clues to derive word meaning ( connotation, denotation, word function and position) (L.9-
10.4)

    . 

•    Vary sentence structure to convey specific meaning and interest in writing and presentation (L.9-10.1)     . 

Reading Skills

•    Analyze how the author presents the ideas or events and how the ideas are introduced, sequenced, 
and developed to contribute to the overall purpose of the text (RL.9-10.3; RI.9-10.3)

    . 

•    Analyze relationship between implicit and explicit text evidence and how it contributes to the meaning 
of the text (RL.9-10.1; RI.9-10.1)

    . 

•    Analyze the text for inferred and literal meanings (RL.9-10.1; RI.9-10.1)     . 

•    Determine a theme and central idea (RL.9-10.2; RI.9-10.2)     . 

•    Determine how the theme/central idea emerges and is refined or strengthened by key details (RL.9-
10.2; RI.9-10.2)

    . 

•    Identify explicit and implicit textual evidence (RL.9-10.1; RI.9-10.1)     . 

•    Identify rhetorical devices and text structures that may develop the purpose of piece (RI.9-10.6)     . 

•    Identify rhetorical devices and text structures that may develop the purpose of piece (RL.9-10.6; RI.9-
10.6)

    . 

•    Recognize and understand a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a text from     . 



outside the United States (RL.9-10.6)

•    Understand how word choice impacts meaning (figurative, connotative, technical meaning) (RL.9-10.4; 
RI.9-10.4)

    . 

Standards

ELA.L.SS.9–10.1 Demonstrate command of the system and structure of the English language when writing 
or speaking. 

ELA.L.SS.9–10.1.A Use parallel structure. 

ELA.L.SS.9–10.1.B Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, 
absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey 
specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations. 

ELA.L.KL.9–10.2 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

ELA.L.KL.9–10.2.A Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 
level. 

ELA.L.KL.9–10.2.B Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of the 
influence of language. 

ELA.L.KL.9–10.2.C Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word 
or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

ELA.L.VL.9–10.3 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 9–10 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 

ELA.L.VL.9–10.3.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

ELA.L.VI.9–10.4 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings, including connotative meanings. 

ELA.L.VI.9–10.4.A Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role 
in the text. 

ELA.L.VI.9–10.4.B Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

ELA.L.VI.9–10.4.C Analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how 
the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone; how 
the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

ELA.R Reading 

ELA.RL.CR.9–10.1 Cite a range of thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to strongly 
support analysis of multiple aspects of what a literary text says explicitly and inferentially, 
as well as including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

ELA.RI.CR.9–10.1 Cite a range and thorough textual evidence and make clear and relevant connections, to 
strongly support an analysis of multiple aspects of what an informational text says 
explicitly and inferentially, as well as interpretations of the text. 

ELA.RL.CI.9–10.2 Determine one or more themes of a literary text and analyze how it is developed and 
refined over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

ELA.RI.CI.9–10.2 Determine one or more central ideas of an informational text and analyze how it is 
developed and refined over the course of a text, including how it emerges and is shaped 
by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 



ELA.RL.IT.9–10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds and develops ideas throughout a text, including how 
complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop, interact 
with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

ELA.RI.IT.9–10.3 Analyze how an author unfolds ideas throughout the text, including the order in which the 
points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 

ELA.RL.TS.9–10.4 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning the structure of a text, order of the events 
within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulation of time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create 
specific effects (e.g., mystery, tension, or surprise). 

ELA.RI.TS.9–10.4 Analyze in detail the author’s choices concerning the structure of ideas or claims of a text, 
and how they are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

ELA.RL.PP.9–10.5 Determine an author’s lens in a text (including cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature) 
and analyze how an author uses rhetorical devices to advance a point of view. 

ELA.RI.PP.9–10.5 Determine an author’s purpose in a text (including cultural experience and knowledge 
reflected in text originating outside the United States) and analyze how an author uses 
rhetorical devices to advance that purpose. 

ELA.RL.MF.9–10.6 Analyze, integrate, and evaluate multiple interpretations (e.g., recorded or live production 
of a play or recorded novel or poetry) of a single text or text/s presented in different 
formats (visually, quantitatively). 

ELA.RI.MF.9–10.6 Analyze, integrate, and evaluate multiple interpretations (e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, 
videos) of a single text or text/s presented in different formats (visually, quantitatively) as 
well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem. 

ELA.W Writing 

ELA.W.AW.9–10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient textual and non-textual evidence. 

ELA.W.AW.9–10.1.A Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

ELA.W.AW.9–10.1.B Develop claim(s) and counterclaims using sound reasoning, supplying data and evidence 
for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both claim(s) and 
counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate manner that anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and concerns. 

ELA.W.AW.9–10.1.C Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

ELA.W.AW.9–10.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

ELA.W.AW.9–10.1.E Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented. 

ELA.W.IW.9–10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts (including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical processes) to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

ELA.W.NW.9–10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

ELA.W.WP.9–10.4 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a 
new approach; sustaining effort to complete complex writing tasks; seeking out feedback 
and reflecting on personal writing progress; consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 



Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

ELA.W.WR.9–10.5 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation. 

ELA.W.SE.9–10.6 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the 
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style 
Manuals). 

ELA.SL Speaking and Listening 

ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1.B Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes 
on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment 
criteria (e.g., student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed. 

ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1.C Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current 
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the 
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

ELA.SL.PE.9–10.1.D Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the evidence and 
reasoning presented. 

ELA.SL.II.9–10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 

ELA.SL.ES.9–10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying 
any false reasoning or distorted evidence. 

ELA.SL.PI.9–10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. 
The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

ELA.SL.UM.9–10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest. 

ELA.SL.AS.9–10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English. 

Instructional Tasks/Activities

•    Academic Modeling / Note-taking and Analysis     . 

•    Academic Reading Purpose / Literary Elements, Conventions, and Critical Plot Points     . 

•    Academic Reading Skill / Highlight and Annotate text     . 

•    Class Discussion     . 

•    Collaborative Activity     . 



•    Constructing, writing, and editing drafts     . 

•    Essay / MLA Essay     . 

•    Powerful Task Design Concept (Antonetti)     . 

•    Reading Comprehension     . 

•    Research Process     . 

•    Short Quiz Assessment     . 

•    Short Written Response in response to reading(s) and viewing(s)     . 

•    Teacher Observation     . 

•    Test  Assessment (Multiple Choice, Quotation Analysis, and Open-ended Response)     . 

•    Vocabulary Exercise (Content-related)     . 

Assessment Procedure

•    Classroom Total Participation Technique     . 

•    Classwork     . 

•    DBQ     . 

•    Essay     . 

•    Exit Ticket/Entrance Ticket/Do Now     . 

•    Journal / Student Reflection     . 

•    Kahoot     . 

•    Other named in lesson     . 

•    Peer Review     . 

•    Performance     . 

•    Problem Correction     . 

•    Project     . 

•    Quiz     . 

•    Rubric     . 

•    Teacher Collected Data     . 

•    Test     . 

•    Worksheet     . 

Recommended Technology Activities

•    Appropriate Content Specific Online Resource     . 

•    Chromebook     . 

•    Gimkit     . 

•    GoGuardian     . 

•    Google Classroom     . 

•    Google Docs     . 



•    Google Forms     . 

•    Google Slides     . 

•    Kahoot     . 

•    MagicSchool AI     . 

•    Other- Specified in Lesson     . 

•    Quiziz     . 

•    Screencastify     . 

Accommodations & Modifications & Differentiation
Accommodations and Modifications should be used to meet individual needs. Their IEP and 504 plans should 
be used in addition to the following suggestions. 

Gifted and Talented

•    Compare & Contrast     . 

•    Conferencing     . 

•    Debates     . 

•    Jigsaw     . 

•    Peer Partner Learning     . 

•    Problem Solving     . 

•    Structured Controversy     . 

•    Think, Pair, Share     . 

•    Tutorial Groups     . 

Instruction/Materials

•    alter format of materials (type/highlight, etc.)     . 

•    color code materials     . 

•    eliminate answers     . 

•    extended time     . 

•    extended time     . 

•    large print     . 

•    modified quiz     . 

•    modified test     . 

•    Modify Assignments as Needed     . 

•    Modify/Repeat/Model directions     . 

•    necessary assignments only     . 



•    Other (specify in plans)     . 

•    other- named in lesson     . 

•    provide assistance and cues for transitions     . 

•    provide daily assignment list     . 

•    read class materials orally     . 

•    reduce work load     . 

•    shorten assignments     . 

•    study guide/outline     . 

•    utilize multi-sensory modes to reinforce instruction     . 

Environment

•    alter physical room environment     . 

•    assign peer tutors/work buddies/note takers     . 

•    assign preferential seating     . 

•    individualized instruction/small group     . 

•    modify student schedule (Describe)     . 

•    other- please specify in plans     . 

•    provide desktop list/formula     . 

Honors Modifications

Resources

•    Keepers and Wishers (Post-It Notes supplied) / Key concepts.     . 

•    Mind Map     . 

•    "Objectivism"     . 

•    "St. Lucy's Home for Girls Raised by Wolves" by Karen Russell (PDF Text)     . 

•    Common Songs = Hero Theme     . 

•    Corners / Line-ups = Share/compare of ideas and answers     . 

•    Dystopian Literature (Updated 2024)     . 

•    Dystopian Packet - Prezi Presentation     . 

•    Found it! (Terms and conventions (Bonus: ESL / SPED)     . 

•    Gallery walk / Diagram (Bonus: ESL / SPED)     . 

•    Literary Terminology Packet     . 

•    Non-fiction - "Herd Behavior"     . 

•    Non-fiction - "Someone Might Be Watching"     . 



•    Non-fiction - "Total Control in North Korea"     . 

•    Speculative FIction and Objectivism Notes     . 

•    St. Lucy's Notes & Material     . 

•    St. Lucy's Quote Analysis     . 

•    St. Lucy's Speculative FIction     . 

•    St. Lucy's TDQ (Text Dependent Questions)     . 

•    The Ayn Rand Institute https://www.aynrand.org/     . 

•    What’s in the Bag????? (Symbolism)     . 

•    Writing Packet / Analysis Tools - Includes analysis ideas, including proper MLA citations and using 
textual evidence.

    . 


