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Musical Vocabulary, Notation, and Performance Practices
In this unit, students will develop a thorough understanding of musical terminology, signs, and markings that 
guide performance and interpretation. They will explore traditional vocabulary rooted in Italian and English, 
including dynamic, tempo, articulation, and directional notations. Through analysis, discussion, performance, 
and composition, students will confidently apply this language to enhance musical communication. 
Additionally, students will gain basic knowledge of instrument components and maintenance tools necessary 
for repair and care.

Learning Objectives

•    Students will accurately demonstrate and apply understanding of musical signs and markings that 
indicate where to play next in a piece. They will perform, identify, discuss, analyze, compare, draw, 
recognize, spell, transcribe, transpose, and compose using these directional notations.

    . 

•    Students will accurately demonstrate and apply understanding of signs and markings that indicate 
expected dynamic levels or changes in dynamics. They will perform, identify, discuss, analyze, compare, 
draw, recognize, spell, transcribe, transpose, and compose using these dynamic notations.

    . 

•    Students will accurately demonstrate and apply understanding of words and markings that indicate 
specific, relative, or changing tempos in music. They will perform, identify, discuss, analyze, compare, 
draw, recognize, spell, transcribe, transpose, and compose using these tempo indications.

    . 

•    Students will accurately demonstrate and apply various note articulations, understanding how 
particular notes are to be played. They will perform, identify, discuss, analyze, compare, draw, recognize, 
spell, transcribe, transpose, and compose using different articulation markings.

    . 

•    Students will accurately demonstrate understanding and use of the traditional musical vocabulary—
primarily rooted in Italian and English—that describes conditions, styles, techniques, and other musical 
elements within various cultural settings. They will perform, identify, discuss, analyze, compare, draw, 
recognize, spell, transcribe, transpose, and compose using this specialized terminology.

    . 

•    Students will become familiar with and apply in-depth knowledge of the language and nomenclature 
of music. They will demonstrate, identify, discuss, analyze, and use musical terminology confidently in 
their performance and composition.

    . 

•    Students will correctly demonstrate,  perform, identify, discuss, analyze, compare, draw, recognize, 
spell, transcribe, transpose or compose Instruments or parts of instruments and tools are needed of 
repair

    . 

Essential Skills

•    Accurately identify and define common musical terms primarily rooted in Italian and English.     . 

•    Analyze and discuss the meaning and function of musical vocabulary in various cultural styles.     . 



•    Analyze how dynamic markings contribute to expressive musical interpretation.     . 

•    Analyze scores for the use of dynamic, tempo, and articulation markings and their interpretive impact.     . 

•    Analyze scores for the use of dynamic, tempo, and articulation markings and their interpretive impact.     . 

•    Apply directional notations accurately during performance and composition.     . 

•    Apply tempo indications accurately in performance and composition.     . 

•    Compare how terminology and notation vary across musical styles and cultures.     . 

•    Compose rhythms and melodies incorporating varied articulation markings.     . 

•    Compose rhythms and melodies incorporating varied articulation markings.     . 

•    Demonstrate confidence in using musical terminology in performance and composition contexts.     . 

•    Demonstrate the ability to read and apply complex musical instructions in varied repertoires.     . 

•    Discuss the effect of tempo changes on musical expression.     . 

•    Discuss the importance of instrument care for sound quality and performance readiness.     . 

•    Draw and notate standard musical symbols and markings accurately.     . 

•    Execute dynamic changes effectively in performance as indicated by notation.     . 

•    Identify and interpret dynamic markings (e.g., p, f, crescendo, decrescendo) in musical scores.     . 

•    Identify and understand tempo markings, including specific, relative, and changing tempos (e.g., 
allegro, ritardando, accelerando)

    . 

•    Identify common instruments and their parts, understanding their function in performance.     . 

•    Perform notes with appropriate articulations as indicated in the score.     . 

•    Recognize and interpret musical signs and markings indicating navigation through a piece (e.g., segno, 
coda, D.C., D.S.).

    . 

•    Recognize and interpret various articulation markings (e.g., staccato, legato, accents).     . 

•    Recognize tools and procedures necessary for instrument maintenance and repair.     . 

•    Spell and transcribe musical terms and markings correctly in written work.     . 

•    Transpose musical examples while maintaining correct musical terminology and markings.     . 

•    Use musical terminology effectively when describing performances or compositions.     . 

Standards

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cr1a Describe how sounds and short musical ideas can be used to represent personal 
experiences, moods, visual images, and/or storylines. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cr2a Assemble and organize sounds or short musical ideas to create initial expressions of 
selected experiences, moods, images or storylines. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cr2b Identify and describe the development of sounds or short musical ideas in drafts of music 
within simple forms (e.g., one part, cyclical, binary). 

MU.9-12.1.3E.12prof.Cr3a Drawing on feedback from teachers and peers, develop and implement strategies to 
improve and refine the technical and expressive aspects of draft compositions and 
improvisations. 

MU.K-12.1.3D.12nov.Cr3a Apply teacher or student-provided criteria to critique, improve and refine drafts of simple 
melodies as well as chordal accompaniments for given melodies. 

MU.9-12.1.3E.12prof.Cr3b Share compositions or improvisations that demonstrate musical and technological 
craftsmanship as well as the use of digital tools and resources in developing and 
organizing musical ideas. 



MU.K-12.1.3D.12nov.Cr3b Share final versions of simple melodies and chordal accompaniments for given melodies, 
demonstrating an understanding of how to develop and organize personal musical ideas. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cr3b Share music through the use of notation, performance or technology, and demonstrate 
how the elements of music have been employed to realize expressive intent. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Pr4c Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of 
music, style and mood, explaining how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Pr5a Create rehearsal plans for works, identifying repetition and variation within the form. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Pr5b Using established criteria and feedback, identify the way(s) in which performances convey 
the elements of music, style and mood. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Pr5c Identify and implement strategies for improving the technical and expressive aspects of 
multiple works. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Pr6a Share live or recorded performances of works (both personal and others’) and explain how 
the elements of music are used to convey intent. 

MU.K-12.1.3C.12nov.Re7a Identify reasons for selecting music based on characteristics found in the music, 
connection to interest, and purpose or context. 

MU.K-12.1.3D.12nov.Re7b Identify and describe how interest, experiences and contexts (e.g., personal, social) effect 
the evaluation of music. 

MU.K-12.1.3C.12nov.Re7b Identify how knowledge of context and the use of repetition, similarities and contrasts 
inform the response to music. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Re7a Apply teacher-provided criteria to select music that expresses a personal experience, 
mood, visual image, or storyline in simple forms (e.g., one-part, cyclical, binary), and 
describe the choices as models for composition. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cn10a Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices and intent 
when creating, performing, and responding to music. 

MU.9-12.1.3B.12prof.Cn11a Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other 
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life. 

Instructional Tasks/Activities

1. Terminology Flashcards: Create and use flashcards to practice identifying and defining 
common musical terms in Italian and English.

2. Listening and Identification: Listen to musical excerpts and identify dynamic, tempo, and 
articulation markings used by the composer.

3. Score Marking Exercises: Provide students with blank scores to add appropriate dynamic, 
tempo, and articulation markings based on given instructions.

4. Performance Practice: Students perform pieces focusing on correctly interpreting and 
applying dynamics, tempo changes, and articulations.

5. Group Discussion: Discuss how different musical terms affect interpretation and 
performance style in various genres.

6. Terminology Quizzes: Written or digital quizzes testing recognition and spelling of musical 
terms and symbols.

7. Compose Using Markings: Compose short pieces or phrases incorporating specific 
dynamic, tempo, and articulation markings.

8. Notation Drawing: Practice drawing musical signs such as segno, coda, crescendo, 



decrescendo, staccato, legato, and accents.
9. Transcription Tasks: Transcribe a short piece, accurately including all musical terminology 

and markings.
10. Instrument Care Workshop: Demonstrate parts of instruments and basic maintenance or 

repair procedures.
11. Peer Teaching: Students teach each other selected musical terms and their application in 

performance.
12. Compare Interpretations: Analyze recordings of the same piece with different dynamic and 

articulation interpretations.
13. Tempo Practice with Metronome: Practice tempo changes and markings using a 

metronome or tempo apps.
14. Oral Presentations: Present on the origin and meaning of key musical terms and their 

relevance in performance.
15. Reflective Journaling: Write reflections on how understanding musical terminology 

influences their own performance and composition.

•    Compare Interpretations     . 

•    Compose Using Marking     . 

•    Group Discussion     . 

•    Instrument Care Workshop     . 

•    Listening and Identification     . 

•    Notation Drawing     . 

•    Oral Presentations     . 

•    Peer Teaching     . 

•    Performance Practice     . 

•    Reflective Journaling     . 

•    Score Marking Exercises     . 

•    Tempo Practice with Metronome     . 

•    Terminology Flashcards     . 

•    Terminology Quizzes     . 

•    Transcription Tasks     . 

Assessment Procedure

1. Terminology Identification Quiz: Students match musical terms with their definitions and 
symbols, including Italian and English vocabulary.

2. Performance Evaluation: Assess students’ ability to accurately interpret and apply dynamic, 
tempo, and articulation markings in solo or ensemble performance.

3. Score Annotation Test: Provide a blank or partially marked score for students to add correct 
musical signs, dynamics, tempo, and articulations.



4. Written Transcription Assignment: Students transcribe a short passage, accurately 
including all relevant musical terminology and notation.

5. Oral Explanation: Students verbally explain the meaning and application of selected musical 
terms and markings during a performance or presentation.

6. Composition Project: Students compose a short piece or phrase incorporating specific 
musical terminology and notations, demonstrating understanding through creative use.

7. Instrument Care Practical: Students identify parts of instruments and demonstrate basic 
maintenance or repair techniques.

8. Reflective Journal or Essay: Students write about how understanding musical terminology 
and notation has influenced their interpretation and performance skills.

•    classwork/homework     . 

•    Composition Project     . 

•    discussions     . 

•    Instrument Care Practical     . 

•    Oral Explanation     . 

•    participation in performance     . 

•    peer observation     . 

•    Performance Evaluation     . 

•    Reflective Journal or Essay     . 

•    Score Annotation Test     . 

•    Teacher observation     . 

•    Terminology Identification Quiz     . 

•    tests/quizzes     . 

•    Written Transcription Assignment     . 

Recommended Technology Activities

1. Interactive Terminology Apps: Use apps like Musictheory.net or Tenuto for practicing 
musical vocabulary, symbols, and their meanings with instant feedback.

2. Digital Notation Software: Students compose and notate music using MuseScore, Finale, or 
Sibelius, incorporating dynamics, tempo markings, and articulations.

3. Score Annotation Tools: Use digital PDF annotation apps (e.g., Notability, Adobe Acrobat) 
for students to mark up scores with terminology and performance directions.

4. Listening and Analysis Platforms: Use platforms like SmartMusic or YouTube to listen to 
performances and identify dynamic, tempo, and articulation markings.

5. Metronome and Tempo Apps: Practice tempo changes and markings using metronome 
apps that allow customizable tempo settings and subdivisions.

6. Virtual Instrument Maintenance Simulations: Explore interactive websites or videos 
demonstrating instrument parts and basic repair procedures.



7. Recording and Playback: Students record performances using GarageBand or Audacity to 
self-assess their application of musical terms and markings.

8. Collaborative Composition Platforms: Use cloud-based tools like Flat.io or Noteflight for 
students to compose and share music with detailed notation collaboratively.

•    Collaborative Composition Platforms     . 

•    Digital Notation Software     . 

•    Interactive Terminology Apps     . 

•    Listening and Analysis Platforms     . 

•    Metronome and Tempo Apps     . 

•    Recording and Playback     . 

•    Score Annotation Tools     . 

•    Virtual Instrument Maintenance Simulations     . 

Accommodations & Modifications & Differentiation
Accommodations and Modifications should be used to meet individual needs. Their IEP and 504 plans should 
be used in addition to the following suggestions. 

Gifted and Talented

•    Compare & Contrast     . 

•    Conferencing     . 

•    Debates     . 

•    Jigsaw     . 

•    Peer Partner Learning     . 

•    Problem Solving     . 

•    Structured Controversy     . 

•    Think, Pair, Share     . 

•    Tutorial Groups     . 

Instruction/Materials

•    alter format of materials (type/highlight, etc.)     . 

•    color code materials     . 

•    eliminate answers     . 

•    extended time     . 

•    extended time     . 



•    large print     . 

•    modified quiz     . 

•    modified test     . 

•    Modify Assignments as Needed     . 

•    Modify/Repeat/Model directions     . 

•    necessary assignments only     . 

•    Other (specify in plans)     . 

•    other- named in lesson     . 

•    provide assistance and cues for transitions     . 

•    provide daily assignment list     . 

•    read class materials orally     . 

•    reduce work load     . 

•    shorten assignments     . 

•    study guide/outline     . 

•    utilize multi-sensory modes to reinforce instruction     . 

Environment

•    alter physical room environment     . 

•    assign peer tutors/work buddies/note takers     . 

•    assign preferential seating     . 

•    individualized instruction/small group     . 

•    modify student schedule (Describe)     . 

•    other- please specify in plans     . 

•    provide desktop list/formula     . 

Resources

•    Google Classroom     . 

•    handouts     . 

•    instruments     . 

•    Music Theory texts     . 

•    MusicFirst     . 

•    Noteflight     . 

•    screen recordings     . 

•    SoundTrap     . 

•    The internet     . 

•    Tonesavvy     . 

•    virtual instruments     . 



•    whiteboard     . 


