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Mastering the Grand Staff: Advanced Notation, Pitch, and Performance

This comprehensive unit immerses students in mastering the treble, bass, and grand staves, focusing on
advanced musical notation and performance skills across multiple clefs. Students will develop fluency in
identifying, notating, transposing, and performing complex rhythms, melodies, arpeggios, and chords in keys with
up to seven sharps or flats. Through in-depth exploration, they will understand the historical and functional origins
of the grand staff and its role in extending pitch range via ledger lines. The unit emphasizes precise application of
accidentals, modulation techniques, and enharmonic relationships to enrich musical expression and interpretation.
By engaging in analysis, composition, sight-reading, and performance activities, students will synthesize theory
and practice to confidently navigate complex repertoire and demonstrate advanced musicianship on their primary
instrument or voice.

Learning Objectives

e Students will be able to accurately identify notes on the treble and bass clef staffs for their instrument
or vocal range, demonstrating mastery in the correct use of ledger lines both above and below the staff to
extend pitch range.

e Students will be able to accurately identify, notate, and transpose line and space notes across both
treble and bass clefs, demonstrating fluency in reading and writing musical notation in multiple clefs.

e Students will be able to analyze and explain the relationship between enharmonic notes,
demonstrating how they function interchangeably in different musical contexts.

e Students will be able to analyze the purpose and structure of the treble and bass staves, including clefs
and note placement, and explain the significance and precise location of middle C within both clefs.

e Students will be able to analyze, perform, and compose arpeggios and chords in all keys up to 7 sharps
or flats, applying advanced understanding of accidentals to modulate and alter pitch with precision.

e Students will be able to critically analyze, interpret, and perform scales with up to 7 sharps or flats,
demonstrating mastery in the precise application of accidentals to modify pitch and facilitate complex key
modulations.

e Students will be able to explain the concept and origin of the grand staff and describe its use in music.

e Students will be able to identify and perform complex rhythms and melodies from written notation, as
well as accurately draw notes at the correct pitch levels on the staff.

e Students will be able to proficiently sight-read notes and melodies in keys with up to 7 sharps or flats,
expertly applying accidentals to accurately interpret and perform pitch alterations in real time.

e Students will be able to recognize and accurately notate line and space notes on the bass staff, as well
as demonstrate proficiency in identifying notes across both treble and bass clefs.

e Students will be able to synthesize their comprehensive understanding of the treble, bass, and grand
staves by performing complex pieces that demonstrate accurate reading and interpretation across all
staves.



e Students will demonstrate and apply in-depth knowledge of the treble, bass, and grand staves in

musical notation.

Essential Skills

e Analyze and perform arpeggios and chords in all keys up to 7 sharps or flats.

* Analyze the structural purpose of clefs and note placement on staves.

e Apply accidentals correctly to modify pitch for key modulation and chromaticism.

e Collaborate in ensemble settings, reading complex notation confidently.

e Compose and notate arpeggios and chord progressions accurately.

¢ Compose melodic and harmonic material incorporating accidentals and modulations.

e Comprehend and demonstrate the function and location of middle Cin treble and bass clefs.

e Critically evaluate musical examples focusing on notation and pitch accuracy.

¢ Demonstrate advanced sight-reading skills involving accidentals and chromatic notes.

¢ Discuss and analyze the historical development of the grand staff and notation conventions.

e Draw notes correctly at precise pitch levels on treble, bass, and grand staves, including ledger lines

e Explain the origin, concept, and practical use of the grand staff in music notation.

¢ Identify and explain enharmonic equivalents and their interchangeable use in music.

¢ |dentify and name line and space notes accurately on treble and bass staves.

¢ Identify rhythmic complexities and execute them precisely in performance.

e Integrate theoretical knowledge with practical performance skills on primary instrument or voice.

e Perform complex pieces demonstrating accurate reading across treble, bass, and grand staves.

e Perform complex rhythms and melodies from notation fluently across all staves.

e Recognize and apply key signatures with up to seven sharps or flats.

e Recognize and notate notes on the bass staff with proficiency.

¢ Sight-read melodies and passages in challenging keys with accurate pitch and rhythm.

e Spell notes correctly within various key signatures.

e Transpose complex passages accurately maintaining harmonic integrity

e Transpose melodies and motifs accurately between treble and bass clefs.

e Use ledger lines effectively to extend pitch range in notation and performance.

Standards

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Crla

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cr2a

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cr2b

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cr3b

Describe and demonstrate multiple ways in which sounds and musical ideas can be used
to represent extended experiences or abstract ideas.

Assemble and organize multiple sounds or extended musical ideas to create initial
expressive statements of selected extended experiences or abstract ideas.

Analyze and demonstrate the development of sounds and extended musical ideas in drafts
of music within a variety of moderately complex or complex forms.

Share music through the use of notation, solo or group performance, or technology, and
demonstrate and explain how the elements of music, compositional techniques, and



MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Pr4c

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Pr5a

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Pr5b

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Pr5¢c

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Pr6a

MU.9-12.1.3C.12adv.Re7a

MU.9-12.1.3C.12adv.Re7b

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Re7a

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cn10a

MU.9-12.1.3B.12adv.Cnlla

processes have been employed to realize expressive intent.

Develop interpretations of works based on an understanding of the use of elements of
music (including form), compositional techniques, style, function, and context, explaining
and justifying how the interpretive choices reflect the creator’s intent.

Create rehearsal plans for works, identifying the form, repetition and variation within the
form, compositional techniques, and the style and historical or cultural context of the
work.

Using established criteria and feedback, identify the ways in which performances use
compositional techniques and convey the formal design, style and historical/cultural
context of the works.

Identify, compare and implement strategies for improving the technical and expressive
aspects of multiple contrasting works.

Share live or recorded performances of works (both personal and others’) and explain
and/or demonstrate understanding of how the expressive intent of the music is conveyed.

Use research and personally developed criteria to justify choices made when selecting
music, citing knowledge of the music and individual and ensemble purpose and context.

Demonstrate and justify how the analysis of structures, contexts and performance
decisions inform the response to music.

Apply researched or personally developed criteria to select music that expresses personal
experiences and interests, visual images, concepts, texts, or storylines in moderately
complex or complex forms, and describe and justify the choice as models for composition.

Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills related to personal choices and intent
when creating, performing, and responding to music.

Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, other
disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.

Instructional Tasks/Activities

e Accidental Application Exercises
e Arpeggio and Chord Building

e Chromatic Scale Mastery

e Composition Projects

e Enharmonic Matching Games
e Grand Staff History Discussion

e Group Ensemble Reading

e Interactive Notation Software Practice

¢ Interval Recognition Exercises

e Key Signature Identification

e Ledger Line Application

e Melodic Dictation

¢ Note Identification Drills

e Peer Analysis Sessions

e Performance of Complex Repertoire

e Reflective Journaling



e Rhythm and Pitch Coordination
¢ Sight-Reading Labs
e Technology-Enhanced Practice

e Transposition Workshops

Assessment Procedure

e discussions

e classwork/homework

e Composition Submissions

e Enharmonic Identification Assessments
e Melodic Dictation Tests

¢ Note Naming Quizzes

e participation in performance
* peer observation

e Peer Review Sessions

e Performance Recitals

o Reflective Self-Assessment

e Sight-Reading Tests

e Teacher observation

e tests/quizzes

e Transposition Exams

e Written Exams

Recommended Technology Activities

e Chromebook

e Google Classroom

e Google Docs

e Google Forms

e Google Slides

e Kahoot

e MagicSchool Al

e Other- Specified in Lesson
e Quiziz

e Screencastify

Accommodations & Modifications & Differentiation

Accommodations and Modifications should be used to meet individual needs. Their IEP and 504 plans should



be used in addition to the following suggestions.

Gifted and Talented

e Compare & Contrast

e Conferencing

e Debates

e Jigsaw

e Peer Partner Learning
* Problem Solving

e Structured Controversy
e Think, Pair, Share

e Tutorial Groups

Instruction/Materials

e alter format of materials (type/highlight, etc.)
e color code materials

e eliminate answers

e extended time

e extended time

e large print

e modified quiz

e modified test

e Modify Assignments as Needed

¢ Modify/Repeat/Model directions

* necessary assignments only

e Other (specify in plans)

e other- named in lesson

e provide assistance and cues for transitions
e provide daily assignment list

e read class materials orally

e reduce work load

e shorten assignments

e study guide/outline

¢ utilize multi-sensory modes to reinforce instruction



Environment

e alter physical room environment

e assign peer tutors/work buddies/note takers
e assign preferential seating

¢ individualized instruction/small group

¢ modify student schedule (Describe)

e other- please specify in plans

e provide desktop list/formula

Resources

¢ Noteflight

e Google Classroom
e handouts

e instruments

e Music Theory texts
e MusicFirst

e screen recordings
e SoundTrap

e Theinternet

e Tonesavvy

e virtual instruments

e whiteboard



