
Unit 2 New Nation and Expansion & Reform
Content Area: Social Studies
Course(s): US History I
Time Period: 1 marking period
Length: 8-10 Weeks
Status: Published

Unit Overview
New Nation, Expansion and Reform

Debates about individual rights, states’ rights, and federal power shaped the development of the political 
institutions and practices of the new Republic.

Multiple political, social, and economic factors caused American territorial expansion.

The rapid expansion and transformation of the American economy contributed to regional tensions, social 
reform, political compromises, and an expansion of democratic practices.

Political changes brought about by Jacksonian Democracy

Treatment of minority populations in the developing nations, specifically women, Native Americans and 
African Americans

Successes and challenges of expanding the nation and the long-term impacts of expansion

LA.RH.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 
response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text as a whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.2 Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) presented in a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events, ideas 
and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text. 

LA.RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a 
text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

LA.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key 
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence. 

LA.RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 

LA.RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an author’s claims, reasoning, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them 
with other sources. 

LA.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

CRP.K-12.CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP.K-12.CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 



CRP.K-12.CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP.K-12.CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP.K-12.CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP.K-12.CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

PFL.9.1.12.A.5 Analyze how the economic, social, and political conditions of a time period can affect the 
labor market. 

PFL.9.1.12.A.8 Analyze different forms of currency and how currency is used to exchange goods and 
services. 

PFL.9.1.12.A.11 Explain the relationship between government programs and services and taxation. 

PFL.9.1.12.F.1 Relate a country’s economic system of production and consumption to building personal 
wealth and achieving societal responsibilities. 

PFL.9.1.12.F.3 Analyze how citizen decisions and actions can influence the use of economic resources to 
achieve societal goals and provide individual services. 

PFL.9.1.12.F.6 Explain the concept and forms of taxation and justify the use of taxation to fund public 
activities and initiatives. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential branch of government, 
and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.e Examine the emergence of early political parties and their views on centralized 
government and foreign affairs, and compare these positions with those of today’s 
political parties. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.a Assess the influence of Manifest Destiny on foreign policy during different time periods in 
American history. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the Louisiana 
Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, and Native 
American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations during this 
period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government and 
promoted national economic growth during this era. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native 
American migration and removal. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.f Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State 
Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform 
movements in New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.g Determine the extent to which state and local issues, the press, the rise of interest-group 
politics, and the rise of party politics impacted the development of democratic institutions 
and practices. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 
arguments. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.i Examine the origins of the antislavery movement and the impact of particular events, such 
as the Amistad decision, on the movement. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.3.a Analyze how technological developments transformed the economy, created international 
markets, and affected the environment in New Jersey and the nation. 



SOC.6.1.12.C.3.b Relate the wealth of natural resources to the economic development of the United States 
and to the quality of life of individuals. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 
considering multiple perspectives. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.b Explain how immigration intensified ethnic and cultural conflicts and complicated the 
forging of a national identity. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.c Assess how states' rights (i.e., Nullification) and sectional interests influenced party politics 
and shaped national policies (i.e., the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850). 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.d Analyze the role education played in improving economic opportunities and in the 
development of responsible citizens. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.e Determine the impact of religious and social movements on the development of American 
culture, literature, and art. 

SOC.6.1.12.CS3 Expansion and Reform: Multiple political, social, and economic factors caused American 
territorial expansion. The rapid expansion and transformation of the American economy 
contributed to regional tensions, social reform, political compromises, and an expansion 
of democratic practices. 

TECH.8.1.12 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to 
create and communicate knowledge. 

TECH.8.2.12 Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and Computational Thinking - Programming: 
All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of technology, 
engineering, technological design, computational thinking and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global society, and the environment. 

Transfer
 Students will be able to independently use their learning to identify the growth of the United States from early 
expansion to the modern day.

 

For more information, read the following article by Grant Wiggins.

http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=60

 

 

 

Meaning

http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=60


Understandings
Students will understand that...

- the democratic principles of the United States evolved during the 19th century.

- various reform movements during the era helped to shape American views of social issues.

- territorial expansion had both a positive and negative impact on the nation as well as individuals and groups.

Essential Questions
1. How did political parties impact democracy in America? 

2. How did American foreign policy evolve during the early American republic?

3. How were the various reform movements of the era a reflection of the growth of the United States?

4. What factors led to American territorial expansion? 

5. How did territorial expansion both help and hurt the growth of the nation and democracy? 

 

 

 

 

Application of Knowledge and Skill

Students will know...
Students will know . . .

- the organization of the Federal Government under the constitution.

- the Presidents and their policies in the time period.

- the emergence of political parties and assess the factors that divided them.

- the role of the Supreme Court in the establishment of the United States.



- the causes, campaigns, individuals, key events, and consequences of the War of 1812.

- America's emerging role in foreign affairs as related to the Monroe Doctrine and its implications throughout American History.

- the political changes made during the era and assess the altercation of the role of the common man.

- the economic crises of the Jacksonian Era and determine their impact on the American economic and political systems.

- Andrew Jackson's Indian Removal Policy in light of American democratic principles.

- the effect of the Second Great Awakening on the growth of American Democracy.

- the role of the various persons influential in the reform movements of the early 1800s.

- the impact of various reform movements including education, feminism, temperance, criminology, in comparison to modern 
standards.

- the development and assess the effect of the Abolition Movement in the time period.

- the geographical expansion of the United States in the time period. (e.g. Adams-Onis, Louisiana Purchase, Mexican Territory, and 
Oregon)

- the various political, economic, social and military events that led to the growth of the Nation in the time period. (e.g. Lewis and 
Clark, Gold Rush, Oregon Trail, Mexican War, Mormon Settlements and Manifest Destiny)

Students will be skilled at...
 Students will be skilled at...

- Describe the organization of the Federal Government under the constitution.

- Identify, analyze, and assess the Presidents and their policies in the time period.

- Explain the emergence of political parties and assess the factors that divided them.

- Evaluate the role of the Supreme Court in the establishment of the United States.

- Identify the causes, campaigns, individuals, key events, and consequences of the War of 1812.

- Assess America's emerging role in foreign affairs as related to the Monroe Doctrine and its implications throughout American 
History.

- Determine the political changes made during the era and assess the altercation of the role of the common man.

- Identify the economic crises of the Jacksonian Era and determine their impact on the American economic and political systems.

- Analyze Andrew Jackson's Indian Removal Policy in light of American democratic principles.

- Assess the effect of the Second Great Awakening on the growth of American Democracy.

- Identify and evaluate the role of the various persons influential in the reform movements of the early 1800s.

- Identify, describe, and explain the impact of various reform movements including education, feminism, temperance, criminology, 
in comparison to modern standards.



- Evaluate the development and assess the effect of the Abolition Movement in the time period.

- Analyze the geographical expansion of the United States in the time period. (e.g. Adams-Onis, Louisiana Purchase, Mexican 
Territory, and Oregon)

- Analyze the various political, economic, social and military events that led to the growth of the Nation in the time period. (e.g. 
Lewis and Clark, Gold Rush, Oregon Trail, Mexican War, Mormon Settlements and Manifest Destiny)

 

Academic Vocabulary
Chapter 6 Academic Vocabulary - administration, precedent, Cabinet, political party, Alien and Sedition Acts, 
embargo, impressment

Chapter 7 Academic Vocabulary - nationalism, Monroe Doctrine, spoils system, Indian Removal Act, 
nullification

Chapter 8 Academic Vocabulary - revivalist, Utopian community, transcendentalism, temperance movement, 
abolition movement, Gag Rule, suffrage

Chapter 9 Academic Vocabulary - expansionist, autonomy, Forty-Niners

Chapter 15 Academic Vocabulary - reservation, Sand Creek Massacre, Battle of Little Big Horn, Wounded 
Knee, Assimiliation, Homestead Act, Transcontinental railroad

Learning Goal 1
Students will develop ability to compare and contrast the evolution of varying ideologies (i.e. Federalists vs. 
Democratic-Republicans) in early American politics.

•    Students will develop ability to compare and contrast the evolution of varying ideologies (i.e. 
Federalists vs. Democratic-Republicans) in early American politics.

    . 

LA.W.9-10.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 
topic. 

LA.RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific 
details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

LA.RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential branch of government, 
and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.e Examine the emergence of early political parties and their views on centralized 
government and foreign affairs, and compare these positions with those of today’s 
political parties. 



SOC.6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations during this 
period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government and 
promoted national economic growth during this era. 

Target 1
Describe the successes and failures of the Federalists president's during the early years of the nation.

•    Describe the successes and failures of the Federalists president's during the early years of the nation.     . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.e Examine the emergence of early political parties and their views on centralized 
government and foreign affairs, and compare these positions with those of today’s 
political parties. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations during this 
period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government and 
promoted national economic growth during this era. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.2.a Assess the effectiveness of the new state and national governments attempts to respond 
to economic challenges including domestic (e.g., inflation, debt) and foreign trade policy 
issues. 

Target 2
Summarize the Federalist and Democratic Republican views of government.

 

 

•    Summarize the Federalist and Democratic Republican views of government.     . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential branch of 
government, and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.e Examine the emergence of early political parties and their views on centralized 
government and foreign affairs, and compare these positions with those of today’s 
political parties. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the 
Louisiana Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, 
and Native American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations 
during this period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government 
and promoted national economic growth during this era. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.2.a Assess the effectiveness of the new state and national governments attempts to 
respond to economic challenges including domestic (e.g., inflation, debt) and 
foreign trade policy issues. 



SOC.6.1.12.D.2.c Relate events in Europe to the development of American trade and American 
foreign and domestic policies. 

Target 3
Evaluate how Jeffersonian Democrats promoted the expansion of democracy in the United States.

•    Evaluate how Jeffersonian Democrats promoted the expansion of democracy in the United States.     . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.d Explain how judicial review made the Supreme Court an influential branch of government, 
and assess the continuing impact of the Supreme Court today. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.2.e Examine the emergence of early political parties and their views on centralized 
government and foreign affairs, and compare these positions with those of today’s 
political parties. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the Louisiana 
Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, and Native 
American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations during this 
period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government and 
promoted national economic growth during this era. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 
arguments. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.2.a Analyze how the United States has attempted to account for regional differences while 
also striving to create an American identity. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.2.a Assess the effectiveness of the new state and national governments attempts to respond 
to economic challenges including domestic (e.g., inflation, debt) and foreign trade policy 
issues. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 
considering multiple perspectives. 

Learning Goal 2
Students will develop ability to critique the political changes associated with Jacksonian Democracy as it 
pertains to Native Americans, women, and African Americans.

•    Students will develop ability to critique the political changes associated with Jacksonian Democracy as 
it pertains to Native Americans, women, and African Americans.

    . 

LA.W.9-10.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 
topic. 

LA.RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details 
and provide an objective summary of the text. 



LA.9-10.CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.CCRA.RI.10

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the Louisiana 
Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, and Native 
American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations during this 
period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government and 
promoted national economic growth during this era. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native 
American migration and removal. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.g Determine the extent to which state and local issues, the press, the rise of interest-group 
politics, and the rise of party politics impacted the development of democratic institutions 
and practices. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 
arguments. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 
considering multiple perspectives. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.c Assess how states' rights (i.e., Nullification) and sectional interests influenced party politics 
and shaped national policies (i.e., the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850). 

Target 1
Compare and contrast the principles of the Democratic Party from Thomas Jefferson to Andrew Jackson.

 

 

•    Compare and contrast the principles of the Democratic Party from Thomas Jefferson to Andrew 
Jackson.

    . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the 
Louisiana Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, 
and Native American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations 
during this period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government 
and promoted national economic growth during this era. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.g Determine the extent to which state and local issues, the press, the rise of 
interest-group politics, and the rise of party politics impacted the development of 
democratic institutions and practices. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify 
the arguments. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.c Assess how states' rights (i.e., Nullification) and sectional interests influenced 



party politics and shaped national policies (i.e., the Missouri Compromise and the 
Compromise of 1850). 

Target 2
Analyze Andrew Jackson's Indian Removal policies in light of American democratic principles.

•    Analyze Andrew Jackson's Indian Removal policies in light of American democratic principles.     . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the Louisiana 
Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, and Native 
American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.c Assess the role of geopolitics in the development of American foreign relations during this 
period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native 
American migration and removal. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.g Determine the extent to which state and local issues, the press, the rise of interest-group 
politics, and the rise of party politics impacted the development of democratic institutions 
and practices. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.3.b Relate the wealth of natural resources to the economic development of the United States 
and to the quality of life of individuals. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 
considering multiple perspectives. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.b Explain how immigration intensified ethnic and cultural conflicts and complicated the 
forging of a national identity. 

Learning Goal 3
Students will develop ability to analyze the various political, economic, social, and military events that led to 
the growth and reform of the nation in this time period. (e.g. - Lewis and Clark, Gold Rush, Oregon Trail, 
Mexican War, Mormon settlements, Manifest Destiny, civil rights)

•    Students will develop ability to analyze the various political, economic, social, and military events that 
led to the growth and reform of the nation in this time period. (e.g. - Lewis and Clark, Gold Rush, Oregon 
Trail, Mexican War, Mormon settlements, Manifest Destiny, civil rights)

    . 

LA.W.9-10.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 
topic. 

LA.RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details 
and provide an objective summary of the text. 

LA.RL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; 



how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.a Assess the influence of Manifest Destiny on foreign policy during different time periods in 
American history. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government and 
promoted national economic growth during this era. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.f Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State 
Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform 
movements in New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 
arguments. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.i Examine the origins of the antislavery movement and the impact of particular events, such 
as the Amistad decision, on the movement. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.3.b Relate the wealth of natural resources to the economic development of the United States 
and to the quality of life of individuals. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.b Explain how immigration intensified ethnic and cultural conflicts and complicated the 
forging of a national identity. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.c Assess how states' rights (i.e., Nullification) and sectional interests influenced party politics 
and shaped national policies (i.e., the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850). 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.d Analyze the role education played in improving economic opportunities and in the 
development of responsible citizens. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.e Determine the impact of religious and social movements on the development of American 
culture, literature, and art. 

SOC.6.1.12.CS3 Expansion and Reform: Multiple political, social, and economic factors caused American 
territorial expansion. The rapid expansion and transformation of the American economy 
contributed to regional tensions, social reform, political compromises, and an expansion 
of democratic practices. 

Target 1
Identify, describe, and explain the impact of various reform movements. (e.g. education, feminism, 
temperance, prison/mental health in comparison to modern standards)

•    Identify, describe, and explain the impact of various reform movements. (e.g. education, feminism, 
temperance, prison/mental health in comparison to modern standards)

    . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.f Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State 
Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform 
movements in New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.i Examine the origins of the antislavery movement and the impact of particular events, such 
as the Amistad decision, on the movement. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.d Analyze the role education played in improving economic opportunities and in the 
development of responsible citizens. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.e Determine the impact of religious and social movements on the development of American 
culture, literature, and art. 



Target 2
Analyze and assess the impact of Manifest Destiny had on the nation as a whole.

•    Analyze and assess the impact of Manifest Destiny had on the nation as a whole.     . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.a Assess the influence of Manifest Destiny on foreign policy during different time periods in 
American history. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.d Describe how the Supreme Court increased the power of the national government and 
promoted national economic growth during this era. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native 
American migration and removal. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.3.b Relate the wealth of natural resources to the economic development of the United States 
and to the quality of life of individuals. 

SOC.6.1.12.CS3 Expansion and Reform: Multiple political, social, and economic factors caused American 
territorial expansion. The rapid expansion and transformation of the American economy 
contributed to regional tensions, social reform, political compromises, and an expansion 
of democratic practices. 

Target 3
Analyze and assess the impact Manifest Destiny had on individual and groups

•    Analyze and assess the impact Manifest Destiny had on individual and groups     . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.a Assess the influence of Manifest Destiny on foreign policy during different time periods in 
American history. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 
arguments. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.3.b Relate the wealth of natural resources to the economic development of the United States 
and to the quality of life of individuals. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 
considering multiple perspectives. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.b Explain how immigration intensified ethnic and cultural conflicts and complicated the 
forging of a national identity. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.d Analyze the role education played in improving economic opportunities and in the 
development of responsible citizens. 

SOC.6.1.12.CS3 Expansion and Reform: Multiple political, social, and economic factors caused American 
territorial expansion. The rapid expansion and transformation of the American economy 
contributed to regional tensions, social reform, political compromises, and an expansion 
of democratic practices. 

Learning Goal 4
Trace the evolving factors contributing to further Westward Expansion and the impacts that expansion had on 



the environment, indigenous populations and the nation as a whole

•    Trace the evolving factors contributing to further Westward Expansion and the impacts that 
expansion had on the environment, indigenous populations and the nation as a whole

    . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the Louisiana 
Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, and Native 
American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native 
American migration and removal. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.f Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State 
Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform 
movements in New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.5.b Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by groups and 
individuals to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and 
African Americans. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.5.a Explain how the Homestead Act, the availability of land and natural resources, and the 
development of transcontinental railroads and waterways promoted the growth of a 
nationwide economy and the movement of populations. 

SOC.6.1.12.C.3.b Relate the wealth of natural resources to the economic development of the United States 
and to the quality of life of individuals. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 
considering multiple perspectives. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.b Explain how immigration intensified ethnic and cultural conflicts and complicated the 
forging of a national identity. 

Target 1
Identify American Policies that encouraged settlement in the West

•    Identify American Policies that encouraged settlement in the West     . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.5.b Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by groups and 
individuals to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and 
African Americans. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.5.a Explain how the Homestead Act, the availability of land and natural resources, and the 
development of transcontinental railroads and waterways promoted the growth of a 
nationwide economy and the movement of populations. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 
considering multiple perspectives. 

Target 2
Describe the short and long term effects of expansion on America



•    Describe the short and long term effects of expansion on America     . 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.b Determine the extent to which America’s foreign policy (i.e., Tripoli pirates, the Louisiana 
Purchase, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, the War with Mexico, and Native 
American removal) was influenced by perceived national interest. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.e Judge the fairness of government treaties, policies, and actions that resulted in Native 
American migration and removal. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.5.b Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by groups and 
individuals to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and 
African Americans. 

SOC.6.1.12.B.3.a Assess the impact of Western settlement on the expansion of United States political 
boundaries. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.a Determine how expansion created opportunities for some and hardships for others by 
considering multiple perspectives. 

SOC.6.1.12.D.3.b Explain how immigration intensified ethnic and cultural conflicts and complicated the 
forging of a national identity. 

Summative Assessment
Unit 2 Benchmark Assessment is a skills based common assessment of Unit 2 (Photo Analysis of John Gast's 
American Progress). The assessment is administered to all students enrolled in Grade 10 United States History 
I.

 

Alternate assessments may include, but are not limited to Project Based Learning, Presentations, Debates or a 
common paper/pencil assessment or combination of any of these. Some example alternative assessment can 
include:

         - Seterra Online Map Practice Game ( https://online.seterra.com/en ) 

         - Lewis and Clark Scavenger Hunt

         - American Money Simulation Activity

         - Andrew Jackson Document Based Question Essay (Hero or Villain?)

         - Manfiest Destiny Museum Project

         - Oregon Trail Simulation Activity

         - 12 Years A Slave (Solomon Northup) Book Activity

         - Becoming an Abolitionist Simulation Activity

         - Reform Stations Activity (learning Centers)

 



Formative Assessment and Performance Opportunities
Teacher Observation

Cooperative Learning Opportunities 

Guided Practice

Classroom Centers 

Map Activities 

Do-Now

Daily Quizzes 

Exit Ticket

Student Survey/Polling

Second Marking Period Benchmark Assessment

21st Century Life and Careers

PFL.9.1.12.A.5 Analyze how the economic, social, and political conditions of a time period can affect the 
labor market. 

PFL.9.1.12.A.6 Summarize the financial risks and benefits of entrepreneurship as a career choice. 

PFL.9.1.12.A.11 Explain the relationship between government programs and services and taxation. 

PFL.9.1.12.A.13 Analyze the impact of the collective bargaining process on benefits, income, and fair labor 
practice. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.8 Assess the impact of litigation and court decisions on employment laws and practices. 

TECH.8.1.12.A.2 Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional audience 
and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review. 

TECH.8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual worlds to 
discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

TECH.8.1.12.A.4 Construct a spreadsheet workbook with multiple worksheets, rename tabs to reflect the 
data on the worksheet, and use mathematical or logical functions, charts and data from all 
worksheets to convey the results. 

TECH.8.1.12.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems. 

TECH.8.1.12.A.CS2 Select and use applications effectively and productively. 

TECH.8.1.12.B Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge 
and develop innovative products and process using technology. 

TECH.8.1.12.B.CS1 Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes. 

TECH.8.1.12.B.CS2 Create original works as a means of personal or group expression. 

TECH.8.1.12.C.1 Develop an innovative solution to a real world problem or issue in collaboration with peers 
and experts, and present ideas for feedback through social media or in an online 
community. 

TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1 Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others by employing a variety of 



digital environments and media. 

TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2 Communicate information and ideas to multiple audiences using a variety of media and 
formats. 

TECH.8.1.12.C.CS4 Contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems. 

TECH.8.2.12.B.CS2 The effects of technology on the environment. 

TECH.8.2.12.B.CS4 The influence of technology on history. 

Accommodations/Modifications
Enrichment Opportunities:  US History I:  College Prep B, College Prep A, Honors, AP

Differentiation:  504 accommodations and IEP modifications are met as required

All assessments are differentiated and aligned to the Social Studies standards and curriculum. 
Differentiation can include, but is not limited to: 

         - Graphic Organizers

         - Chunked Readings

         - RAFT Activites (Role, Audience, Format, Topic)

         - Layered Curriculum/Tiered Assignments

         - Academic Games to practice skills and deepen understanding of topics

         - Think-Pair-Share Activities

         - Stations and Learning Centers

         - Utilizing Pre-tests to reteach complex content before summative assessment

         - Providing additional resources for indpendent study (videos, study guides, teacher notes, web-
based resources) 

 

Alternate assessments may include, but are not limited to Project Based Learning, projects or presentations, or 
a common paper/pencil assessment or combination of any of these. Some example alternative assessment can 
include:

 

Federalists vs. Democratic-Republicans Rap 

(Modified) Students create a 10 line rap to explain the political aims of the Federalist and 
Democratic-Repbulican Parties

 

Students create and perform a 15-20 line rap to explain the political aims of the Federalist and 



Democratic-Rebpulicans Parties

 

Lewis and Clark Scavenger Hunt 

(Modified) Students complete an interactive scavenger hunt around the building that requires them to 
find select (abbreviated) information about the Lewis and Clark expedition

 

Students complete an interactive scavenger hunt around the building that requires that to find and 
research information about the Lewis and Clark expedition. After completing the scavenger hunt 
students will write a reflection log about the expedition including information on (but not limited to) 
interactions with Native populations, hardships on the explorers and how the purchase will impact 
the United States moving forward

 

Andrew Jackson: Hero or Villain Activity/DBQ

(Modified) Students work in teacher assigned pairs to create a Wanted Poster or Commemorative 
Plaque to explain how Andrew Jackson should be viewed in terms of his positive or negative impact 
on the US as President

 

Students complete a DBQ (5 paragraph essay) using the Background Reading Essay and 
accompanying documents to build a case that Andrew Jackson was either or hero for American 
Democracy, or a villain that went against everything the Constitution stands for

 

Second Marking Period Benchmark Assessment

(Modified) Students complete a three paragraph persuasive essay explaining the positive or negative 
impacts Manifest Destiny had on individual groups, the United States as a whole and the 
environment 

 

Students complete a five paragraph essay with an opening paragraph, three body paragrpaphs 
explaining in specific detail the positive or negative impacts Manifest Destiny had on individual 
groups, the United States as a whole and the environment and a conclusion paragraph

 

Online Resources: 

Text to Speech: Natural Readers - https://www.naturalreaders.com/

Content Vocabulary: Academic Word Finder - http://achievethecore.org/academic-word-finder/

https://www.naturalreaders.com/
http://achievethecore.org/academic-word-finder/


 

Social Studies Enrichment/Modifications Resources for ELL Students-
 https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-topic/content-resources-social-studies - "Connect Students' 
Background Knowledge to Content in the ELL Classroom"

 

Social Studies Enrichment/Modifications Resources for ELL Students-
 https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-topic/content-resources-social-studies - "Social Studies Instruction 
to ELLs"

 

Social Studies Enrichment/Modifications Resources for ELL Students-
 https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-topic/content-resources-social-studies - "Using Graphic Organizers 
with ELLs"

 

•    guided notes     . 

•    leveled readings     . 

•    modified assessments     . 

•    modified assignments     . 

•    student choice research projects     . 

•    task-based assessments     . 

•    test corrections     . 

Unit Resources
May include, but not be limited to:

Online websites and resources:

   1. Digital Public Library of America: Primary Source Sets - https://dp.la/primary-source-sets

   2. NJ Amistad Commission Curricular Units - http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units

   3. Digital History - http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/

   4. Stanford History Education Group: Reading Like a Historian - https://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh

   5. Stanford History Education Group: Beyond the Bubble - https://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/

   6. National Archives: Docs Teach - https://www.docsteach.org/

   7. NJ Commission on Holocaust Education - http://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/curriculum/

   8. AP Central: United States History -
 http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/232396.html

https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-topic/content-resources-social-studies
https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-topic/content-resources-social-studies
https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-topic/content-resources-social-studies


   9. The Choices Program: Westward Expansion: A New History 

   10. Flocabulary: Hamilton vs. Jefferson, Indian Removal 

 

Social Studies Databases:

   1. ABC-Clio for Social Studies

   2. The Choices Program

   3. Flocabulary 

 

Student Response Systems:

   1. Google Forms

   2. Padlet

 

Primary Source Documents:

   1. The DBQ Project Binders

 

Teacher Resource Kit:

   1. Text Resources (Prentice Hall United States History, Boorstin & Kelley History of the United States)


