
Europe in the Middle Ages
Content Area: Social Studies
Course(s): Generic Course, Social Studies, Science, Social Studies 1
Time Period: Week
Length: 8 Weeks
Status: Published

Unit Overview
The students will learn about feudalism in medieval Europe and the spread of Christianity.   They will study 
religious leaders, conflicts, and crusades.   The students will explore trade and towns in the Middle Ages and 
the breakdown of medieval society.   The students will learn about Henry II; a French teenager known as Joan 
of Arc; and Charlemagne, leader of the Holy Roman Empire.  The students will learn about power struggles, 
conflict, and the connection between religion and culture in medieval Europe.

Transfer
 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...

• Select a location to live considering the geographic features.  
• Respect the need for a quiet setting for those practicing their religious beliefs.
• Show manners that are derived from medieval traditions of chivalry.
• Understand how power struggles between ruling governments effect people.  
• Use a dictionary to find the origins of new words or borrowed words from other cultures.
• Respect others religious beliefs.
• Appreicate others different customs, knowledge, backgrounds and beliefs.
• Obtain immunizations when traveling abroad to prevent the spread of the flu.  

 

For more information, read the following article by Grant Wiggins.

http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=60

 

 

 

Meaning

http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=60


Understandings
Students will understand that...

• Religious beliefs and customs can greatly affect daily life.   
• Civilizations grow and thrive when there is social, political, and economic stability.
• The competition for power often leads to conflict.
• New forms of government may evolve from power struggles.
• Efforts to dictate religious beliefs often lead to war and persecution.
• Culture often blossoms in an atmosphere of tolerance.  
• Agricultural advances trigger economic development.
• Trade fosters the growth of towns and of workers' associations.
• Religion may inspire artistic achievements and promote education.
• Human catastrophes often reshape social and economic systems.  

(NEW JERSEY COMMISSION ON HOLOCAUST EDUCATION CURRICULUM- SEE UNIT 
RESOURCES)

Essential Questions
Students will keep considering...

• What is power?  Who should have it?
• How should we handle conflict?
• How are religion and culture connected?

 

 

 

 

Application of Knowledge and Skill

Students will know...



Students will know...

• the varied geography of Europe.
• Germanic tribes formed kingdoms.
• Charlemagne briefly united much of Europe.
• how monasteries and religious orders helped spread Christianity.
• that the Church became a center of authoirity in medieval Europe.
• how invasions created disorder in Europe.
• that feudalism and manorialism brought social and economic order to Europe.
• the emergence of a Christian Holy Roman Empire from the Roman empire.
• the struggle for power between kings and popes in the Middle Ages.
• the growing strength of monarchies.  
• medieval farming methods that increased food supplies.
• the effects of crop surpluses.
• the role of trade in bringing about change.
• the founding of the mendicant orders.
• the effects of religious faith on art and values.
• how universities developed.
• the effects of famine, war, and plague on medieval society.
• the course of the Hundred Years' War.

 

Students will be skilled at...
Students will be skilled at...

• Sequence key terms about Europe in the early middle ages.
• Synthesize information to create sentences.   
• Research and summarize information about medieval monasteries.
• Work in teams to create a classroom monastery.
• Identify main ideas and details about European feudalism.
• Categorize information to review the order brought by feudalism and manorialism.
• Compare and contrast medieval kingdoms.
• Identify evidence about power struggles.   '
• Compare and contrast farming and trading.
• Identify evidence on town-versus-country life.
• Summarize the impact of religion on art and learning.
• Show an awareness of cultural changes.
• Understand the changes that helped bring about the end of the Middle Ages.
• Draw conclusions about the consequences of famine, war and plague.

Academic Vocabulary



 

 

•    Black Death     . 

•    Bubonic Plague     . 

•    Chivalry     . 

•    Christendom     . 

•    Clergy     . 

•    Common Law     . 

•    Convent     . 

•    Crop Rotation     . 

•    Crusades     . 

•    Excommunicate     . 

•    Fallow     . 

•    Fief     . 

•    Guild     . 

•    Habeas Corpus     . 

•    Heresy     . 

•    Hundred Years' War     . 

•    Iberian Peninsula     . 

•    Inquisition     . 

•    Knight     . 

•    Magna Carta     . 

•    Manor     . 

•    Medieval     . 

•    Mendicant order     . 

•    Middle Ages     . 

•    Missionary     . 

•    Monastery     . 

•    Moors     . 

•    Natural Law     . 

•    Pagan     . 

•    Peasants' Revolt     . 

•    Pilgrimage     . 

•    Reconquista     . 

•    Sacrament     . 

•    Saint     . 

•    Secular     . 

•    Serf     . 



•    Three-field system     . 

•    Topography     . 

•    University     . 

•    Vassal     . 

•    Writ     . 

Learning Goal 1

•    Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism.     . 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and 
collaborate with others. 

LA.L.6.1.A Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 

LA.L.6.1.B Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

LA.L.6.1.C Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 

LA.L.6.1.D Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 

LA.L.6.1.E Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, 
and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

LA.L.6.2.A Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical 
elements. 

LA.L.6.2.B Spell correctly. 

LA.L.6.3.A Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice. 

LA.L.6.3.B Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

LA.L.6.4.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

LA.L.6.4.B Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

LA.L.6.4.C Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 

LA.L.6.4.D Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 



LA.SL.6.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect 
on ideas under discussion. 

LA.SL.6.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

LA.SL.6.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments 
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

LA.SL.6.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives 
through reflection and paraphrasing. 

MA.6.NS.C.8 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of 
the coordinate plane. Include use of coordinates and absolute value to find distances 
between points with the same first coordinate or the same second coordinate. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.C.4.e Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought 
and the arts. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.4.f Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.9.a Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in 
different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in 
terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.9.b Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons 
and evidence from claims that are not”). 

Target 1 (Chapter 21 Section 1)

•    Identify the various geographic features of Europe and explain how that affected settlement.     . 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 



cultural centers of each empire and well as the empires' relationships with other parts of 
the world. 

Target 2 (Chapter 21 Section 2)
 

 

•    Describe how Christianity spread in Europe.     . 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.3.e Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around 
this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current challenges of 
globalization. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.4.f Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 

Target 3 (Chapter 21 Section 3)

•    The student will be able to trace the development of feudalism in Europe.     . 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.A.4.b Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the 
effectiveness of each in promoting social, economic, and political order. 

Learning Goal 2

•    Analyze the causes and outcomes of the crusades from different perspectives, including the 
perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders.

    . 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from 



it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn 
from the text. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course 
of a text. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

LA.L.6.1.A Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 

LA.L.6.1.B Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

LA.L.6.1.C Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 

LA.L.6.1.D Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 

LA.L.6.1.E Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, 
and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

LA.L.6.2.A Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical 
elements. 

LA.L.6.2.B Spell correctly. 

LA.L.6.3.A Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice. 

LA.L.6.3.B Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

LA.L.6.4.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

LA.L.6.4.B Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

LA.L.6.4.C Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 

LA.L.6.4.D Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

LA.L.6.5.A Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

LA.L.6.5.B Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

LA.L.6.5.C Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

LA.W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 



says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.SL.6.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect 
on ideas under discussion. 

LA.SL.6.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

LA.SL.6.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments 
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

LA.SL.6.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives 
through reflection and paraphrasing. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.4.d Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including 
the perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, 
and traders. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.9.a Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in 
different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in 
terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.9.b Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons 
and evidence from claims that are not”). 

Target 1 (Chapter 22 Section 1)

•    Summarize how the power of popes and rulers grew in Europe during the Middle Ages and eventually 
led to conflict.

    . 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.3.e Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around 
this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current challenges of 
globalization. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.4.f Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 



Target 2 (Chapter 22 Section 2)

•    The rights protected under the Magna Carta     . 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.A.4.c Determine the influence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices (i.e., the 
Magna Carta, parliament, and the development of habeas corpus and an independent 
judiciary) on modern democratic thought and institutions. 

Target 3 (Chapter 22 Section 3)

•    Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including the 
perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders.

    . 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.4.d Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including 
the perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, 
and traders. 

Target 4 (Chapter 22 Section 4)

•    Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval Europe increased 
trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought and the arts.

    . 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 



most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.B.4.d Explain why the Arabian Peninsula's physical features and location made it the epicenter 
of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.C.4.e Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought 
and the arts. 

Learning Goal 3

•    Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval Europe increased 
trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought and the arts.

    . 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from 
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn 
from the text. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course 
of a text. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

LA.6.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.L.6.1.A Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 

LA.L.6.1.B Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

LA.L.6.1.C Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in pronoun number and person. 

LA.L.6.1.D Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents). 

LA.L.6.1.E Recognize variations from standard English in their own and others' writing and speaking, 
and identify and use strategies to improve expression in conventional language. 

LA.L.6.2.A Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical 
elements. 

LA.L.6.2.B Spell correctly. 

LA.L.6.3.A Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), reader/listener interest, and style/voice. 

LA.L.6.3.B Maintain consistency in style and tone. 

LA.L.6.4.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

LA.L.6.4.B Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible). 

LA.L.6.4.C Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or 
its part of speech. 

LA.L.6.4.D Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 



LA.L.6.5.A Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context. 

LA.L.6.5.B Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) to better understand each of the words. 

LA.L.6.5.C Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

LA.W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

LA.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 

LA.SL.6.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect 
on ideas under discussion. 

LA.SL.6.1.B Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 

LA.SL.6.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments 
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 

LA.SL.6.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives 
through reflection and paraphrasing. 

SOC.5-8.6.1.8.C.1.b Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade 
during this period. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.B.4.b Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) 
impacted urbanization, transportation, communication, and the development of 
international trade centers. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.C.4.c Explain how the development of new business practices and banking systems impacted 
global trade and the development of a merchant class. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.C.4.e Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought 
and the arts. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.9.a Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in 
different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in 
terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.9.b Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 



argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons 
and evidence from claims that are not”). 

Target 1 (Chapter 23 Section 1)

•    Explain how the revival of trade led to the development of towns.     . 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.C.4.b Analyze how trade, technology, the availability of natural resources, and contact with 
other civilizations affected the development of empires in Eurasia and the Americas. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.C.4.c Explain how the development of new business practices and banking systems impacted 
global trade and the development of a merchant class. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.C.4.e Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought 
and the arts. 

Target 2 (Chapter 23 Section 2)
The student will be able to:

• Recognize the effects of religious faith on many aspects of medieval society.   

SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.3.e Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around 
this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current challenges of 
globalization. 

Target 3 (Chapter 23 Section 3)

•    Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism.     . 



SOC.5-8.6.2.8 All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically 
about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across 
time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions 
as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.4 The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the 
promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and 
centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems unified 
societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict. While commercial 
and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
most people's daily lives remained unchanged. 

SOC.5-8.6.2.8.D.4.f Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 

Interdisciplinary Connections

LA.L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

LA.L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

LA.L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

LA.W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.6.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

LA.W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

LA.W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

LA.W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility 
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

LA.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

LA.W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

LA.RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 



LA.RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

LA.RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

LA.RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

LA.RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in 
the text. 

LA.RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

LA.RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.RI.6.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

LA.RI.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

LA.SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

LA.SL.6.3 Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors 
(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 

LA.SL.6.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify information. 

LA.SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

MA.6.EE.B.6 Use variables to represent numbers and write expressions when solving a real-world or 
mathematical problem; understand that a variable can represent an unknown number, or, 
depending on the purpose at hand, any number in a specified set. 

MA.6.EE.B.7 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by writing and solving equations of the form 
𝑥 + 𝑝 = 𝑞 and 𝑝𝑥 = 𝑞 for cases in which 𝑝, 𝑞 and 𝑥 are all nonnegative rational numbers. 

MA.6.NS.C.8 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of 
the coordinate plane. Include use of coordinates and absolute value to find distances 
between points with the same first coordinate or the same second coordinate. 

MA.6.RP.A.3 Use ratio and rate reasoning to solve real-world and mathematical problems, e.g., by 
reasoning about tables of equivalent ratios, tape diagrams, double number line diagrams, 
or equations. 

CRP.K-12.CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP.K-12.CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP.K-12.CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP.K-12.CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 



CRP.K-12.CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP.K-12.CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP.K-12.CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

PFL.9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial 
practice. 

TECH.8.1.8 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaborate and to 
create and communicate knowledge. 

TECH.8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g., newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters 
or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for 
usability. 

TECH.8.1.8.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems. 

TECH.8.1.8.A.CS2 Select and use applications effectively and productively. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.CS1 Advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.CS2 Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.CS3 Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship. 

TECH.8.2.8 Technology Education, Engineering, Design, and Computational Thinking - Programming: 
All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact of technology, 
engineering, technological design, computational thinking and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global society, and the environment. 

TECH.8.2.8.B.CS2 The effects of technology on the environment. 

Advanced Learning Goals and Targets

Advanced Learning Goal 1

•    Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism.     . 

LA.L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

LA.L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

LA.L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 



based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

LA.L.6.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

LA.L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

LA.W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.6.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

LA.W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

LA.W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

LA.W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility 
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

LA.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

LA.W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

LA.RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

LA.RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

LA.RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

LA.RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

LA.RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in 
the text. 

LA.RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

LA.RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.RI.6.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 



LA.RI.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

LA.SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

LA.SL.6.3 Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors 
(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 

LA.SL.6.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify information. 

LA.SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

MA.6.EE.B.7 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by writing and solving equations of the form 
𝑥 + 𝑝 = 𝑞 and 𝑝𝑥 = 𝑞 for cases in which 𝑝, 𝑞 and 𝑥 are all nonnegative rational numbers. 

MA.6.NS.C.5 Understand that positive and negative numbers are used together to describe quantities 
having opposite directions or values (e.g., temperature above/below zero, elevation 
above/below sea level, credits/debits, positive/negative electric charge); use positive and 
negative numbers to represent quantities in real-world contexts, explaining the meaning 
of 0 in each situation. 

MA.6.NS.C.8 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of 
the coordinate plane. Include use of coordinates and absolute value to find distances 
between points with the same first coordinate or the same second coordinate. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.b Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the 
effectiveness of each in promoting social, economic, and political order. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of 
the world. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.f Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas 
influenced their economic development and interaction or isolation with other societies. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.d Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around 
this time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and 
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current challenges of 
globalization. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 1 (Chapter 21 Section 1)
Activity

• Make Connections:  Ask students to describe the power struggle between King Charlemagne and Pope 
Leo III.



• Read and analyze Enrichment:  The Song of Roland to learn about Charlemagne's battle against the 
Muslims in Spain.

• Medieval Tic Tac Toe:  Use a timer to challenge students to beat the clock

•    Sequence key terms about Europe in the early Middle Ages     . 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.c Determine the influence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices (i.e., the 
Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an independent 
judiciary) on modern democratic thought and institutions. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 2 (Chapter 21 Section 2)
Activities:

• Write an essay comparing and contrasting early missionaries and compare them with missions in the 
United States. 

• Develop a comic strip about the spread of Christianity in Europe.
• Research one or more monasteries in service today.  Compare and contrast the modern monastery to a 

medieval monastery.
• Read and analyze Enrichment:  Life in a Monastery

•    Research and summarize information about medieval monasteries     . 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.a Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and 
evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of 
people. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 3 (Chapter 21 Section 3)
Activities

• Point out that some medieval titles provide clues about the person (Louis the Pious, Pepin the Short, 
Charles the Bald, etc)

• Read and analyze Enrichment:  Art of the Dark Ages
• Matching Game:  Come up with additional statements and act as the teacher.  Have them read their 

statements as their classmates move to the appropriate corner.



•    Identify main ideas and details about European feudalism.     . 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.a Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and 
evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of 
people. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Learning Goal 2

•    Analyze the causes and outcomes of the crusades from different perspectives, including the 
perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders.

    . 

LA.L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

LA.L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

LA.L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

LA.L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

LA.W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.6.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

LA.W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

LA.W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

LA.W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility 
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

LA.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 



research. 

LA.W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

LA.RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

LA.RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

LA.RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

LA.RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

LA.RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in 
the text. 

LA.RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

LA.RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.RI.6.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

LA.RI.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

LA.SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

LA.SL.6.3 Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors 
(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 

LA.SL.6.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify information. 

LA.SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

MA.6.G.A.4 Represent three-dimensional figures using nets made up of rectangles and triangles, and 
use the nets to find the surface area of these figures. Apply these techniques in the 
context of solving real-world and mathematical problems. 

MA.6.EE.A.2c Evaluate expressions at specific values of their variables. Include expressions that arise 
from formulas used in real-world problems. Perform arithmetic operations, including 
those involving whole number exponents, in the conventional order when there are no 
parentheses to specify a particular order (Order of Operations). 

MA.6.EE.C.9 Use variables to represent two quantities in a real-world problem that change in 
relationship to one another; write an equation to express one quantity, thought of as the 
dependent variable, in terms of the other quantity, thought of as the independent 



variable. Analyze the relationship between the dependent and independent variables 
using graphs and tables, and relate these to the equation. 

MA.6.NS.C.8 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of 
the coordinate plane. Include use of coordinates and absolute value to find distances 
between points with the same first coordinate or the same second coordinate. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of 
the world. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.4.b Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought 
and the arts. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.b Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including 
the perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, 
and traders. 

Advanced Target 1 (Chapter 22 Section 1)
Activities:

• Create a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting England, France, and the Holy Roman Empire 
during the Middle Ages.

• Create a teaching poster about the divides between Church and State in the Middle Ages
• Read and analyze Enrichment:  Early English Kings

•    Compare and Contrast Medieval Kingdoms     . 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of 
the world. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 2 (Chapter 22 Section 2)
Activities:

• Activate Prior Knowledge:  Norman French became the official language of England after the 
invasion.  Students can write a paragraph speculating on why many Norman French words that came 
into English are considered more formal than Anglo-Saxon synonyms.

• Read and analyze Enrichment:  Magna Carta's Lasting Legacy.



•    Understand the important ideas about how limits on monarchy evolved in England.     . 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.c Determine the influence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices (i.e., the 
Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an independent 
judiciary) on modern democratic thought and institutions. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of 
the world. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 3 (Chapter 22 Section 3, End of Unit Primary Source Lesson)
Activities:

• Activate Prior Knowledge:  Ask students to find and copy the First Amendment to the United States 
Constituion.  Have them highlight words that guarantee and protect religious freedom.

• Create a Religous Campaigns table, showing the Crusades in chronological order.
• Crusade Diary:  Have students create a map or illustration to go along with their diary entry.
• Read and Analyze Enrichment:  Eleanor of Aquitaine
• Have students create a living timeline to portray people discussed in the unit or the excerpts.  Students 

in the class can guess their identity.

•    Sequence events related to the Crusades     . 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of 
the world. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 4 (Chapter 22 Section 4)
Activities:

• Read and analyze Enrichment:  The Dominican Order and write a one-paragraph summary.  
• Spain Over Time:  Have students work with a partner to create a dialogue between figures from 

different periods in Spain.

•    Summarize changes in Spanish society under Muslim and Christian rulers.     . 



SOC.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.d Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and location made it the epicenter 
of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.a Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and 
evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of 
people. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.b Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including 
the perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, 
and traders. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Learning Goal 3

•    Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval Europe increased 
trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought and the arts.

    . 

LA.L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

LA.L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

LA.L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

LA.L.6.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

LA.L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

LA.W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.6.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

LA.W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

LA.W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 



refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

LA.W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility 
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

LA.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

LA.W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

LA.RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

LA.RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

LA.RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

LA.RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

LA.RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in 
the text. 

LA.RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

LA.RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.RI.6.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

LA.RI.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

LA.SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

LA.SL.6.3 Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors 
(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 

LA.SL.6.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify information. 

LA.SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

MA.6.EE.B.6 Use variables to represent numbers and write expressions when solving a real-world or 
mathematical problem; understand that a variable can represent an unknown number, or, 
depending on the purpose at hand, any number in a specified set. 

MA.6.EE.B.7 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by writing and solving equations of the form 



𝑥 + 𝑝 = 𝑞 and 𝑝𝑥 = 𝑞 for cases in which 𝑝, 𝑞 and 𝑥 are all nonnegative rational numbers. 

MA.6.EE.C.9 Use variables to represent two quantities in a real-world problem that change in 
relationship to one another; write an equation to express one quantity, thought of as the 
dependent variable, in terms of the other quantity, thought of as the independent 
variable. Analyze the relationship between the dependent and independent variables 
using graphs and tables, and relate these to the equation. 

MA.6.NS.C.5 Understand that positive and negative numbers are used together to describe quantities 
having opposite directions or values (e.g., temperature above/below zero, elevation 
above/below sea level, credits/debits, positive/negative electric charge); use positive and 
negative numbers to represent quantities in real-world contexts, explaining the meaning 
of 0 in each situation. 

MA.6.NS.C.8 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of 
the coordinate plane. Include use of coordinates and absolute value to find distances 
between points with the same first coordinate or the same second coordinate. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.a Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and 
cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of 
the world. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.b Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) 
impacted urbanization, transportation, communication, and the development of 
international trade centers. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.f Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas 
influenced their economic development and interaction or isolation with other societies. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.4.a Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, 
population growth, urbanization, and commercialization led to the rise of powerful states 
and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas). 

SOC.6.2.8.C.4.b Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought 
and the arts. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.a Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and 
evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of 
people. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.c Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.d Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.e Analyze the immediate and long-term impact on China and Europe of the open exchange 
between Europe and the Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.g Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people 
living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the Americas over time. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 1 (Chapter 23 Section 1)
Activities

• Have students use information from the section to create analogies comparing life in the Middle Ages 
with modern life, for example, tailor:guild::textile worker:union.



• Town and Country:  Invite students to use their Activity Supports to create a play involving two young 
people during the Middle Ages, one from the city and one from the country.

• Read and analyze Enrichment:  Centers of Cultivation.

•    Compare and contrast farming and trading.     . 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.c Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural resources presented challenges 
and opportunities for trade, development, and the spread of religion. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.e Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the 
positive and negative consequences of environmental changes made during this time 
period, and relate these changes to current environmental challenges. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.f Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas 
influenced their economic development and interaction or isolation with other societies. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.4.a Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, 
population growth, urbanization, and commercialization led to the rise of powerful states 
and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas). 

SOC.6.2.8.C.4.b Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval 
Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation, and impacted scientific thought 
and the arts. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 2 (Chapter 23 Section 2, End of Chapter Activity)
Activities:

• Activiate Prior Knowledge:  Invite students to predict cultural changes inspired by religion during the 
High Middle Ages.

• Read and analyze Enrichment:  Chaucer's Grand Commentary and a write a one-paragraph summary.
• Faithful Observations:  Have partners use their Activity Support to create a graphic novel about their 

journey.
• Windows on the Middle Ages:  Ask partners to write a brochure explaining their stained-glass 

windows to tourists.

•    Summarize the impact of religion on art and learning.     . 

SOC.6.2.8.A.4.a Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern 
expanding territories with diverse populations. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.a Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and 
evaluate the impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of 
people. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.c Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 



and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Advanced Target 3 (Chapter 23 Section 3)
Activity:  

• Activate Prior Knowledge- Ask students to research the spread of flu viruses to the United States 
during the winter flu season.  Encourage them to create facts sheets to share with the class.

• Create a presentation to explain the three effects of the plague to early intermediate speakers.
• Create a matching game by writing each key term on two cards, each definition on one card and a 

context sentence sentence for each term on one card.  
• Dark Times:  Have students research the Free Companies, bands of soldiers that refused to demobilize 

after wars, bringing more terror.  Use research to add to their skits.
• Read and analyze Enrichment:  Joan of Arc

•    Understand the changes that helped bring about the end of the Middle Ages     . 

SOC.6.2.8.B.4.e Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the 
positive and negative consequences of environmental changes made during this time 
period, and relate these changes to current environmental challenges. 

SOC.6.2.8.C.4.a Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, 
population growth, urbanization, and commercialization led to the rise of powerful states 
and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas). 

SOC.6.2.8.D.4.c Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe. 

SOC.6.2.8.CS4 Expanding Exchanges and Encounters: The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe 
and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, 
new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread 
of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension 
and conflict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and 
opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

Summative Assessment
Linkit! Chapter 21-23 Tests

 

All assessments are differentiated and aligned to the social studies standards and curriculum.   Alternate 
assessments may include problem based learning, projects or presentations, or a common paper/pencil 
assessment or combination of any of these.  

Common summative assessments will be devised by the 6th grade social studies teachers during common 
planning time.  

Formative Assessment and Performance Opportunities



•    Atlas Activities     . 

•    Class discussion     . 

•    Classroom Centers     . 

•    Cooperative Learning     . 

•    Social Studies Notebook     . 

•    Student Displays and Presentations     . 

•    Student Worksheets     . 

•    Writing Activities     . 

Accommodations/Modifications
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•    504 accommodations and IEP modifications     . 

•    Content Vocabulary: Academic Word Finder - http://achievethecore.org/academic-word-finder/     . 

•    Europe in the Middle Ages: Spanish Online Student Edition     . 

•    Europe in the Middlke Ages: Online Student Journal/Spanish Online Student Journal     . 

•    guided notes     . 

•    independent reading vs. group reading (Reg/Spec)     . 

•    modified assignments     . 

•    modified notes (Spec)     . 

•    modified writing assignments (Spec)     . 

•    project choice (Reg/Spec)     . 

•    small group instruction (Spec/ICS)     . 

•    Social Studies Enrichment/Modifications Resources for ELL Students- 
https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-topic/content-resources-social-studies - "Connect Students' 
Background Knowledge to Content in the ELL Classroom"

    . 

•    Social Studies Enrichment/Modifications Resources for ELL Students- 
https://www.colorincolorado.org/resource-topic/content-resources-social-studies - "Social studies 
Instruction to ELLs"

    . 

•    task-based assessments     . 

•    test corrections     . 

•    text to speech option in online text and for other informational text - online tools are available:     . 



(https://www.naturalreaders.com/)

•    tiered questions based on reading (Reg/Spec     . 

Advanced Class Modifications

•    essays     . 

•    independent research/oral presentation     . 

•    modified notes     . 

•    more complex text     . 

•    project choice     . 

•    tiered questions based on reading     . 

Unit Resources
 

 

•    Activity Cards     . 

•    Blackline Masters     . 

•    Google Expedition     . 

•    guest speakers     . 

•    Hip Hop History:  A Changing Medieval World     . 

•    Hip Hop History:  A New Civilization in Europe     . 

•    Hip Hop History:  Conflicts and Crusades     . 

•    https://ancienthistory.abc-
clio.com/Topics/ActivityOverview/1185706?sid=2151902&cid=1006&subId=34&view=community

    . 

•    https://flexbooks.ck12.org/user:zxbpc2rzcziwmthaz21hawwuy29t/cbook/world-history-
studies_episd/section/5.2/primary/user:zxbpc2rzcziwmthaz21hawwuy29t/lesson/european-transitions/

    . 

•    https://momentmag.com/why-were-jews-blamed-for-the-black-death/     . 

•    https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/dark-ages     . 

•    https://www.bh.org.il/blog-items/700-years-before-coronavirus-jewish-life-during-the-black-death-
plague/

    . 

•    https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/blackdeath/     . 

•    https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/feudalism/     . 

•    https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/magnacarta/     . 

•    https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/middleages/     . 

•    https://youtu.be/7xo4tUMdAMw     . 

•    https://youtu.be/95Vfvl-ICE0     . 

•    https://youtu.be/aAodRUPN7lE     . 

•    https://youtu.be/CcGzQ3ga5R8     . 



•    https://youtu.be/d6CrOGoXtMI     . 

•    https://youtu.be/EUzRNp7OucQ     . 

•    https://youtu.be/Gvg9kBsESK8     . 

•    https://youtu.be/H2J_3RTKB1c     . 

•    https://youtu.be/HIs5B2U7US0     . 

•    https://youtu.be/HPe6BgzHWY0     . 

•    https://youtu.be/J34_Qog2O8k     . 

•    https://youtu.be/oVPD5eFihKw     . 

•    https://youtu.be/Owf5Uq4oFps     . 

•    https://youtu.be/pI5_idvxm18     . 

•    https://youtu.be/QV7CanyzhZg     . 

•    https://youtu.be/tycBBN2f2j0     . 

•    https://youtu.be/UBp26Q4gmYA     . 

•    https://youtu.be/UdzsMEHUBrQ     . 

•    https://youtu.be/uZFW_BfD9M0     . 

•    https://youtu.be/X0zudTQelzI     . 

•    https://youtu.be/z56d4f1uT3k     . 

•    Interactive whiteboard activities     . 

•    Internet     . 

•    LGTBQ Resource:  https://qspirit.net/joan-of-arc-cross-dressing-lgbtq/     . 

•    LGTBQ Resource:  https://socialwork.utah.edu/interaction/posts/2017/all/joan-of-arc-transgender-
military-service.php

    . 

•    LGTBQ Resource:  https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-book-addresses-question-joan-
of-arc-lesbian-or-transgender-300245059.html

    . 

•    myWorld History wall maps     . 

•    myWorldHistory.com     . 

•    New Jersey Commission on Holocaust Education 
https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/curriculum/

    . 

•    Newscurrents (For current issues including important matters such as LGTBQ, African-American, 
Jewish, Climate Change, etc)

    . 

•    Primary Source Documents: The Mini-DBQ Project Binders     . 

•    Primary Source Lesson: The Crusade     . 

•    ProGuide     . 

•    Social Studies Notebook     . 

•    Student Journal     . 

•    supplemental textbooks/teacher resources     . 

•    The Big History Project -https://school.bighistoryproject.com/bhplive     . 

•    The Great Irish Famine https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/curriculum/IrishFamine.pdf     . 

•    Transgender Warriors: Making History from Joan of Arc to Rupaul     . 

•    videos and online videos     . 



Interdisciplinary Connections

LA.L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.6.1.A Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 

LA.L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. 

LA.L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

LA.L.6.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

LA.L.6.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

LA.L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or expression. 

LA.W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

LA.W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

LA.W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and 
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for 
writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.6.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

LA.W.6.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding 
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting. 

LA.W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

LA.W.6.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility 
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 

LA.W.6.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

LA.W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

LA.RH.6-8.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with 
other information in print and digital texts. 

LA.RI.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

LA.RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 



LA.RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

LA.RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 

LA.RI.6.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is conveyed in 
the text. 

LA.RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 

LA.RI.6.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.RI.6.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) one author's presentation of events with that of another 
(e.g., a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

LA.RI.6.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence and make relevant connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

LA.RL.6.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or 
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” 
and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

LA.RL.6.8 (Not applicable to literature) 

LA.RL.6.9 Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, 
and background knowledge) texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and 
topics. 

LA.SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

LA.SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study. 

LA.SL.6.3 Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

LA.SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, 
facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate speaking behaviors 
(e.g., eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation). 

LA.SL.6.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify information. 

LA.SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

MA.6.EE.A.2c Evaluate expressions at specific values of their variables. Include expressions that arise 
from formulas used in real-world problems. Perform arithmetic operations, including 
those involving whole number exponents, in the conventional order when there are no 
parentheses to specify a particular order (Order of Operations). 

MA.6.EE.C.9 Use variables to represent two quantities in a real-world problem that change in 
relationship to one another; write an equation to express one quantity, thought of as the 
dependent variable, in terms of the other quantity, thought of as the independent 
variable. Analyze the relationship between the dependent and independent variables 
using graphs and tables, and relate these to the equation. 

MA.6.NS.C.8 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of 



the coordinate plane. Include use of coordinates and absolute value to find distances 
between points with the same first coordinate or the same second coordinate. 

MA.6.RP.A.3 Use ratio and rate reasoning to solve real-world and mathematical problems, e.g., by 
reasoning about tables of equivalent ratios, tape diagrams, double number line diagrams, 
or equations. 

CRP.K-12.CRP1.1 Career-ready individuals understand the obligations and responsibilities of being a 
member of a community, and they demonstrate this understanding every day through 
their interactions with others. They are conscientious of the impacts of their decisions on 
others and the environment around them. They think about the near-term and long-term 
consequences of their actions and seek to act in ways that contribute to the betterment of 
their teams, families, community and workplace. They are reliable and consistent in going 
beyond the minimum expectation and in participating in activities that serve the greater 
good. 

CRP.K-12.CRP2.1 Career-ready individuals readily access and use the knowledge and skills acquired through 
experience and education to be more productive. They make connections between 
abstract concepts with real-world applications, and they make correct insights about when 
it is appropriate to apply the use of an academic skill in a workplace situation. 

CRP.K-12.CRP3.1 Career-ready individuals understand the relationship between personal health, workplace 
performance and personal well-being; they act on that understanding to regularly practice 
healthy diet, exercise and mental health activities. Career-ready individuals also take 
regular action to contribute to their personal financial well-being, understanding that 
personal financial security provides the peace of mind required to contribute more fully to 
their own career success. 

CRP.K-12.CRP4.1 Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas, and action plans with clarity, 
whether using written, verbal, and/or visual methods. They communicate in the workplace 
with clarity and purpose to make maximum use of their own and others’ time. They are 
excellent writers; they master conventions, word choice, and organization, and use 
effective tone and presentation skills to articulate ideas. They are skilled at interacting 
with others; they are active listeners and speak clearly and with purpose. Career-ready 
individuals think about the audience for their communication and prepare accordingly to 
ensure the desired outcome. 

CRP.K-12.CRP5.1 Career-ready individuals understand the interrelated nature of their actions and regularly 
make decisions that positively impact and/or mitigate negative impact on other people, 
organization, and the environment. They are aware of and utilize new technologies, 
understandings, procedures, materials, and regulations affecting the nature of their work 
as it relates to the impact on the social condition, the environment and the profitability of 
the organization. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6.1 Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different 
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their 
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to 
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest 
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to 
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand 
how to bring innovation to an organization. 

CRP.K-12.CRP7.1 Career-ready individuals are discerning in accepting and using new information to make 
decisions, change practices or inform strategies. They use reliable research process to 
search for new information. They evaluate the validity of sources when considering the 
use and adoption of external information or practices in their workplace situation. 

CRP.K-12.CRP8.1 Career-ready individuals readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the 
nature of the problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem. They are aware of 
problems when they occur and take action quickly to address the problem; they 
thoughtfully investigate the root cause of the problem prior to introducing solutions. They 
carefully consider the options to solve the problem. Once a solution is agreed upon, they 
follow through to ensure the problem is solved, whether through their own actions or the 



actions of others. 

CRP.K-12.CRP9.1 Career-ready individuals consistently act in ways that align personal and community-held 
ideals and principles while employing strategies to positively influence others in the 
workplace. They have a clear understanding of integrity and act on this understanding in 
every decision. They use a variety of means to positively impact the directions and actions 
of a team or organization, and they apply insights into human behavior to change others’ 
action, attitudes and/or beliefs. They recognize the near-term and long-term effects that 
management’s actions and attitudes can have on productivity, morals and organizational 
culture. 

CRP.K-12.CRP10.1 Career-ready individuals take personal ownership of their own education and career goals, 
and they regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career 
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the 
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to 
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each step 
in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career paths 
require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and other 
experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11.1 Career-ready individuals find and maximize the productive value of existing and new 
technology to accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible 
and adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology 
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of 
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks. 

CRP.K-12.CRP12.1 Career-ready individuals positively contribute to every team, whether formal or informal. 
They apply an awareness of cultural difference to avoid barriers to productive and positive 
interaction. They find ways to increase the engagement and contribution of all team 
members. They plan and facilitate effective team meetings. 

PFL.9.1.8.B.6 Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and historical influences on financial 
practice. 

PFL.9.1.8.D.5 Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 

TECH.8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g., newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, business letters 
or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by professionals for 
usability. 

TECH.8.1.8.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems. 

TECH.8.1.8.A.CS2 Select and use applications effectively and productively. 

TECH.8.1.8.B Creativity and Innovation: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge 
and develop innovative products and process using technology. 

TECH.8.1.8.C Communication and Collaboration: Students use digital media and environments to 
communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual 
learning and contribute to the learning of others. 

TECH.8.1.8.D Digital Citizenship: Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to 
technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.1 Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related to cyber safety, cyber 
bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics including appropriate use of social media. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.2 Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.3 Demonstrate an understanding of fair use and Creative Commons to intellectual property. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.4 Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.5 Understand appropriate uses for social media and the negative consequences of misuse. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.CS1 Advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.CS2 Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 



TECH.8.1.8.D.CS3 Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship. 

TECH.8.2.8.B.CS1 The cultural, social, economic and political effects of technology. 

TECH.8.2.8.B.CS2 The effects of technology on the environment. 


