
Frankenstein
Content Area: English Language Arts
Course(s): Language Arts Literacy IV
Time Period: 5 weeks
Length: 5 weeks
Status: Published

Unit Overview
Students will read and analyze the novel Frankenstein. Students will investigate the conventions of the gothic 
novel. In addition, students will explore the way in which science and discovery are explored throughout the 
novel.

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to...

• Contemplate scientific findings as they become relevant to society
• Compare and contrast the delineation of themes in Frankenstein as they relate to modern social 

dilemmas and conundrums.
• Examine the nature of the gothic novel and its literary impact.
• Investigate the role of the tragic hero in literature.

Meaning

Understandings
Students will understand that...

-The gothic novel is in an important genre of literature.

-A tragic hero is an intergral component of literary study.

-Frankenstein allows for an examination of science and how it connects to modern scientific advancement.

 

Essential Questions



Students will keep considering...

• Can humans overreach in the quest for knowledge and scientific progress?
• What can we learn about a society based on the way it treats its outcasts?
• How can an understanding of literary points of view illuminate the role of perspective in human 

affairs?
• To what degree is an individual’s fate determined by the geographical location and social milieu in 

which one exists?
• What is the difference between formal and informal grammar, and in what contexts should either be 

used?
• How can a critical thinker both recognize and employ techniques of persuasion in order to ore full 

participate in our democracy?
• What is the relevance of a broad vocabulary to an educated citizen?

 

Application of Knowledge and Skill

Students will know...
Students will know...

• Historical Context of the Novel (Mary Shelley's life, scientific breakthroughs of the time period, etc.)
• Plot Details
• Character Development (tragic hero, Victor's ambition, the creature's experiences,etc.)
• Themes (science vs. religion, good vs. evil, ambition, jealousy, etc.)

 

Students will be skilled at...
Students will be skilled at...

• Identify and analyze the use of literary devices such as the tragic hero, frame narrative, and flashback 
in Frankenstein.

• Describe and evaluate methods of characterization, types of conflict and functions of setting found 
within Frankenstein.

• Compare and contrast the themes in Frankenstein to their importance in modern society.
• Analyzing themes in a written responses.
• Define and apply newly acquired vocabulary.



Academic Vocabulary
Terms to know...

• Frame narrative
• Tragic Hero
• Romantic Literature
• Doppleganger
• Gothic Novel

Learning Goal 1
Students will understand...

• Analyze the impact of author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of Frankenstein 
(for example, where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and 
developed).

Objective 1 -- Level 1
SWBAT...

• Identify and discuss plot development, setting, mood, tone, style, character, and dialect in 
Frankenstein.

• Identify literary elements (such as irony, frame narrative, etc) in Frankenstein.

LA.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

LA.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements 
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

LA.RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

LA.RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., 
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 



LA.RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly 
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

Learning Goal 2
Students will understand...

• Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure specific parts of Frankenstein (for 
example, the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

Objective 4
SWBAT...

• Investigate the concept of the tragic hero and critique whether or not Frankenstein or his creature fit the 
model.

LA.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements 
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the 
characters are introduced and developed). 

LA.RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

LA.RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., 
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic 
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

LA.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

LA.W.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

LA.W.11-12.1.D Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g., 
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions 
of the discipline in which they are writing. 

LA.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

LA.SL.11-12.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas. 

Summative Assessment



•    Audio book adaptation     . 

•    Audio Podcast Review     . 

•    Formal Analytical Essay     . 

•    Formal Creative Writing Assignment     . 

•    Formal Research Essay     . 

•    Modern Text Adapation Written Assignment     . 

•    Multiple Choice Assessment     . 

•    Unit Test     . 

•    Video Adaptation Performance     . 

Career Ready Practice and Awareness Standards

CRP.K-12.CRP1.1 Career-ready individuals understand the obligations and responsibilities of being a 
member of a community, and they demonstrate this understanding every day through 
their interactions with others. They are conscientious of the impacts of their decisions on 
others and the environment around them. They think about the near-term and long-term 
consequences of their actions and seek to act in ways that contribute to the betterment of 
their teams, families, community and workplace. They are reliable and consistent in going 
beyond the minimum expectation and in participating in activities that serve the greater 
good. 

CRP.K-12.CRP3.1 Career-ready individuals understand the relationship between personal health, workplace 
performance and personal well-being; they act on that understanding to regularly practice 
healthy diet, exercise and mental health activities. Career-ready individuals also take 
regular action to contribute to their personal financial well-being, understanding that 
personal financial security provides the peace of mind required to contribute more fully to 
their own career success. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6.1 Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different 
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their 
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to 
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest 
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to 
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand 
how to bring innovation to an organization. 

CRP.K-12.CRP8.1 Career-ready individuals readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the 
nature of the problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem. They are aware of 
problems when they occur and take action quickly to address the problem; they 
thoughtfully investigate the root cause of the problem prior to introducing solutions. They 
carefully consider the options to solve the problem. Once a solution is agreed upon, they 
follow through to ensure the problem is solved, whether through their own actions or the 
actions of others. 

CRP.K-12.CRP10.1 Career-ready individuals take personal ownership of their own education and career goals, 
and they regularly act on a plan to attain these goals. They understand their own career 
interests, preferences, goals, and requirements. They have perspective regarding the 
pathways available to them and the time, effort, experience and other requirements to 
pursue each, including a path of entrepreneurship. They recognize the value of each step 
in the education and experiential process, and they recognize that nearly all career paths 
require ongoing education and experience. They seek counselors, mentors, and other 
experts to assist in the planning and execution of career and personal goals. 

CAEP.9.2.12.C.7 Examine the professional, legal, and ethical responsibilities for both employers and 
employees in the global workplace. 



Technology

TECH.8.1.12.A.3 Collaborate in online courses, learning communities, social networks or virtual worlds to 
discuss a resolution to a problem or issue. 

TECH.8.1.12.B.2 Apply previous content knowledge by creating and piloting a digital learning game or 
tutorial. 

TECH.8.1.12.B.CS1 Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes. 

TECH.8.1.12.B.CS2 Create original works as a means of personal or group expression. 

TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1 Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others by employing a variety of 
digital environments and media. 

TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2 Communicate information and ideas to multiple audiences using a variety of media and 
formats. 

TECH.8.1.12.C.CS3 Develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of other 
cultures. 

TECH.8.1.12.D.4 Research and understand the positive and negative impact of one’s digital footprint. 

TECH.8.1.12.D.5 Analyze the capabilities and limitations of current and emerging technology resources and 
assess their potential to address personal, social, lifelong learning, and career needs. 

TECH.8.1.12.E.2 Research and evaluate the impact on society of the unethical use of digital tools and 
present your research to peers. 

TECH.8.1.12.F.1 Evaluate the strengths and limitations of emerging technologies and their impact on 
educational, career, personal and or social needs. 

TECH.8.2.12.B.4 Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, industrial 
revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they may have changed 
to meet human needs and wants. 

TECH.8.2.12.B.5 Research the historical tensions between environmental and economic considerations as 
driven by human needs and wants in the development of a technological product, and 
present the competing viewpoints to peers for review. 

TECH.8.2.12.B.CS1 The cultural, social, economic and political effects of technology. 

TECH.8.2.12.B.CS2 The effects of technology on the environment. 

TECH.8.2.12.B.CS4 The influence of technology on history. 

Formative Assessment and Performance Opportunities

•    book talk discussions     . 

•    chapter quizzes     . 

•    classwork activities     . 

•    Howework assignments     . 

•    informal writing assignments     . 

•    Reading check quizzes     . 

Accommodations/Modifications



•    Audio Story Version     . 

•    Film Version of text     . 

•    Modify length of written work     . 

•    peer review     . 

•    reading aids/notes summaries     . 

•    study guides     . 

•    Visual/Graphic organizers     . 

Unit Resources

•    current related articles     . 

•    Frankenstein novel     . 

•    handouts and notes     . 


