Honors: Tuesdays With Morrie

Content Area: English Language Arts
Course(s): English Literacy 3, Language Arts Literacy III Honors

Time Period: 2nd Marking Period
Length: 2 weeks
Status: Published

Learning Goal 1

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

Learning Goal 2

Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

Learning Goal 3

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Objective 1 -- (Level of Difficulty 2, 3)

Explain Morrie's struggle with death throughout the novel and identify the ways that he influences Mitch's

views on death.

LA.RL.11-12.1

LA.RL.11-12.2

LA.RL.11-12.3

LA.RL.11-12.6

LA.RI.11-12.10a

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the
characters are introduced and developed).

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

Objective 2 -- (Level of Difficulty 3)




Compare and contrast Mitch and Morrie and their beliefs about life and death.

LA.RL.11-12.1

LA.RL.11-12.2

LA.RL.11-12.3

LA.RL.11-12.6

LA.W.11-12.1

LAW.11-12.4

LA.W.11-12.10

LASL.11-12.1.A

LASL.11-12.1.C

LASL.11-12.1.D

LASL.11-12.4

LASL.11-12.6

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the
characters are introduced and developed).

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the
task.

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Objective 3 -- (Level of Difficulty 3, 4)

Explain the duality of media in our current culture and justify an opinion about its benefits or detriments.

LA.RL.11-12.1

LA.RL.11-12.5

LA.RL.11-12.6

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g.,
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).



LAW.11-12.1

LAW.11-12.1.A

LAW.11-12.1.B

LA.W.11-12.10

LASL.11-12.1.A

LASL.11-12.1.C

LA.SL.11-12.1.D

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies and using sound
reasoning and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing
out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s
knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the
task.

Objective 4 -- (Level of Difficulty 2)

Describe the purpose and analyze the effects of flashbacks in the novel.

LA.RL.11-12.1

LA.RL.11-12.3

LA.RL.11-12.6

LA.RI.11-12.6

LA.RI.11-12.10a

LAW.11-12.4

LA.W.11-12.10

LASL.11-12.1.A

LASL.11-12.1.B

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the
characters are introduced and developed).

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,
persuasiveness or beauty of the text.

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set
clear goals and assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual



LASL.11-12.1.C

LASL.11-12.1.D

Summative Assessment

roles as needed.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the
task.

Essay
Project
Test
Quiz

Research

21st Century Life and Careers

CRP.K-12.CRP1
CRP.K-12.CRP3
CRP.K-12.CRP4
CRP.K-12.CRP9

Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
Attend to personal health and financial well-being.
Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.

Formative Assessment and Performance Opportunities

e (Class discussion

e Comprehension questions

e Homework

e Journal entries
Quizzes

Reading Checks
Teacher observation
Presentations

Accomodations/Modifications

¢ Audio/video clips
e Realted articles
e Databases



e Music, photos, news clips

Interdisciplinary Connections

e Acceptance

ALS (Lou Gehrig's Disease)
e Detachment

¢ Life and Death

Unit Resources

e Audio/ Video clips

e Background notes, author biography
e Current events

e Photos, news

e Novel

e Unit



