Fundamentals - Writing Feature Article

Content Area: English Language Arts

Course(s): Generic Course
Time Period: 6 weeks
Length: 6-8 Weeks
Status: Published

Unit Overview

Feature articles are informative, explantory pieces that profile people, examine a topic, analyze events, explore
trends, evoke an emotional response, and cover in-depth stories. They appear in magazine, newspapers,
newsletters, web sites, reference works and collections of writings.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...

Determine the purpose of feature articles as well as their prevalence and importance in our world
Read and analye the characteristics of a feature article

Approach feature article and writing tasks with enthusiasm and interest

Identify and analyze the strategies employed by feature article writers and apply those in their own
writing

Develp and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing

Publish a clear and coherent feature article in which development and organization are appropriate to
purpose and audience

For more information, read the following article by Grant Wiggins.

http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=60

Meaning

Understandings



http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=60

Students will understand that...
-Feature articles contain information about a subject

-Authors present information with strong opinions, text structure, transitions and a clear topic

Essential Questions

Students will keep considering...
-What is the author's purpose for this feature article?

-How does the structure of this feature article increase and heighten my understanding of the topic?

Application of Knowledge and Skill

Students will know...

Students will know...

e purpose and meaning
structure/organization
craft/style
conventions

Students will be skilled at...




Students will be skilled at...

e applying strong opinions that include facts, details, and support a point of view in a written article
e consistently and effectively provide topic and opinion, effectively create organizational structure

linking reasons using words and phrases and provide a concluding statement

e use precise language, descriptive details and domain specific vocabulary to convey information,

opinions and/or reasons
e use grade appropriate capitals, punctuation, spelling and grammar

Academic Vocabulary

Instructional Vocabulary: The Instructional Vocabulary are words derived from the discussions and

instructions outlined in each lesson.
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Students will develop an understanding, explore elements and purpose of the feature article.

Immersion IRA Day 1 Target:

Discover the genre of feature articles. Explore elements and purpose of feature article.

LAWA4.1

LAWA4.1.B
LAW.A4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.2.C

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).



LAW.4.2.D

LAW.4.4

LAW.A4.5

LAW.A4.7

LAW.4.8

LAW.4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L.4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L.4.3

LA.4W.4.1.A

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.



Accomodations/Modifications

Build background knowledge by showing pictures of braces and discussing why and when someone might
need braces. Review unfamiliar vocabulary words and cognates to help students develop vocabulary

independently.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Optional- Have students create a T-chart in their writers notebooks with Title as the heading on left side and
Features as the heading on the right side. Students can record and reflect on the articles they've read.

IRA Day 2 Target:

Continue to explore feature articles and begin to consider where writers find topics for their articles.

LAWA4.1

LAW.4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.2.C

LAW.4.4

LAW.4.5

LAW.4.7

LAW.4.8

LAW.4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LAW.4.10

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a



LASLA4.1

LASLA4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LA.SL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L.4.3

LA.L.4.4

LA.L.4.4.A

LA.L.44.C

LA.L4.5

LA.L4.5.A

LA.L4.5.C

LA.L4.6

LA.4W.4.1.A

day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.

Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and
to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.



Accomodations/Modifications

Review unfamiliar vocabulary words and cognates. Discuss and brainstorm ideas for types of electronics
students use and why they might get rid of them. Have students discuss ways they could get rid of old
electronics, provide visuals as needed.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Whole group- Think about passions or hobbies as a group, students can discuss with partners. Have students
write a journal entry about their passion or hobbies. Have students write out facts and details to show what

they know.

IRA Day 3 Target:

Students will learn how feature article writers often present familiar topics in unique and entertaining ways.

LAW.4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5

LA.W.4.7

LAW.4.8

LAW.4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASL.4.1

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.



LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LASL4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.2

LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.3.A
LA.L4.4

LA.L.4.4.A

LA.L.44.C

LA.L.4.5

LA.L45.A

LA.L4.5.C

LA.L4.6

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.

Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and
to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

-Continue to add to yesterdays writing with new ideas



-With support, guide students to write something unique and informative about a familiar topic. Brainstorm
ideas as a class first, then together choose a unique angle on a familiar topic and create a shared piece of

writing on chart paper.

Accomodations/Modifications

Build background about George Washington and teeth. Review vocabulary word to deepen understanding.

IRA Day 4 Target:

Students will learn how writers sometimes organize their feature articles in sections and use subheadings to
identify the sections and the specific information they are presenting to their readers.

LAW.4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW4.2.B

LAW.4.2.C

LAW.4.2.D

LAW.4.2.E

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5

LAW.4.7

LA.W.4.8

LAW.4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASL4.1

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas



and expressing their own clearly.

LASL.4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LASL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

LA.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LA.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.
LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

LA.L.4.4.A Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

LA.L.4.4.C Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

LA.L4.5.A Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.
LA.L.4.5.C Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Students can review their writing in their writing journal. Have students use features they've learned to add to



their writing.

Accomodations/Modifications

Review features of articles whole group, identify the sentence "Behold the humble penguin" in the article
Penguins of Parade. Ensure students understand what the author means, this sentences will be important in
future lessons.

IRA Day 5 Target:

Students will further their understanding of how feature articles are structured and written by making
connections between the articles they read and summarizing what they have learned about this genre.

LA.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
LAW.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;

include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LAW.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
LA.W.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses

reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

LA.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LASL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LA.SL.4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LA.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.



LASL4.1.C

LA.SL4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.2

LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.3.A
LA.L4.4

LA.L4.4.A

LA.L.44.C

LA.L.4.5

LA.L4.5.A

LA.L4.5.C

LA.L4.6

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.

Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and
to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Have students review mentor articles from this unit and select one they like. They can discuss the article with
a partner or group and write about in their notebooks. This will be helpful when students are making decisions
about crafting their own articles in the following weeks.



Accomodations/Modifications

Using Basketball in Action article, teach action words through the visuals in the book.

Learning Goal 2

Students will independently produce a clear, coherent feature article which includes, facts, details
and text structure.

Mini-Lesson 1 Target:

As writers of feature articles, students will think about topics that fascinate them. Consider audiences' reading
interests and gegin to generate ideas for topics that will be engaging,

LA.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
LAW.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;

include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LA.W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

LAW.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses



LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LA.SL4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L.4.1

LA.L.4.1.F

LA.L.4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L.4.3

LA.L.4.6

reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

What can you say abut your topic beyond what might usually be said about it?

What are some unusual ways that you can approach your topic?

What would be interesting to readers? Why?



Mini-Lesson 2 Target:

Students will examine topics on which they are, or want to become, experts in order to generate ideas for

writing.

LAW.4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B
LAW.4.2.C
LAW.4.2.D
LAW.4.4
LAW.A4.5
LAW.4.7
LAW.4.8
LAW.4.9
LAW.4.9.B

LAW.4.10

LA.SL.4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LA.SL4.1.D
LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.



LA.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.
LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

How do you spend your free time? What do you like to do in school or at home that you might be an expert
on?

How did you figure out what you're an expert on?

Did you introduce your topic clearly? Will your readers think you are an expert on your topic?

Accomodations/Modifications

Use appendix 2 I'm an Expert as a model to help students begin to add ideas to ther appendix 3 charts. You
might also assist students inc reating a two column chart in their notebooks to faciliate brainstorming ideas.

Mini-Lesson 3 Target:

Students will brainstorm topics that interest them and work to generate additional ideas and questions to
develop the topics.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.



LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5
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LAW.4.8
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Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or



listening.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:
What new things did you find out about a topic?
What surprised you as you worked with a web to explore your interests?

Is there one part of your web you are most interested in, or are there a few ideas you want to explore further?
What are they?

Accomodations/Modifications

Conference with students on one on and assist as needed. Re-teach what a feature article is if needed.

Mini-Lesson 4 Target:

Students will select a topic they would like to develop into a published piece from their writing notebooks.
Consider the purpse as well as possible "angle" and audiences for their topics.

LAW.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LA.W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and



LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASL.4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LA.SL.4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L.4.1

LA.L.4.1.F

LA.L.4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L.4.3

LA.L4.4

LA.L4.4.A

LA.L4.6

research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:



Why did you choose the topic you did?

Which one did you narrow it down to?

Why do you think readers might be interested in this topic?

What angle would be particularly interesting for you to focus on?

Accomodations/Modifications

Create sentence stems and question cards for students.

Mini-Lesson 5 Target:

Students will begin to gather resources to research and collect additional information to develop their topics.

LAW.4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW4.2.B

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5

LAW.4.6

LAW.4.7

LA.W.4.8

LAW.A4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a
single sitting.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different

aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.



LASLA4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL.4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LA.SL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L.4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L.4.3

LA.L.4.4

LA.L.4.4.A

LA.L.44.C

LA.L4.6

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

What do you want to find out about your topic?

What kinds of resources can you use for your feature article?

Did you find resources that will help you learn more about your topic ? What are they? Why do you think



they might be helpful?

Accomodation/Modifications

Provide students with possible resources on their topic, help them develop questions during conference time
using graphic organizer.

Mini-Lesson 6 Target:

Students will finalize their choices of angle, audience, and purpose.

LAW.A4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

LAW.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;

include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LA.W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LAW.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LAW.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
LA.W.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses

reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

LA.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LASL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LASL4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LA.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.



LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

LA.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LA.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.
LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

What is your selected angle?

Who is your audience?

What is the purpose of your article?

Where might a reader find your article?

Accomodations/Modifications

Pre-teach vocabulary:perspective, audience, purpose and angle.

Small groups- have students examine articles with picture support. Call attention to the author's audience and
purpose.



Mini-Lesson 7 Target:

Students will conduct any additional research to ensure their articles include the necessary facts and details to
support their opinions.

LAW.A4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

LAW.4.1.B Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other

information and examples related to the topic.
LAW.4.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LA.W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
LAW.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses

reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

LAW.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LASL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LASL4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LA.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

LA.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LA.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.



LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.
LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

LA.L.4.4.A Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

LA.L.4.4.C Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

LA.4.W.4.1.A Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

Share an opinion and the facts and details to support it. Ask students...How do you know these are facts? Is
your angle an opinion?

What facts have you collected? What facts or information do you still want or need to collect?

Accomodations/Modifications

Pre-teach vocabulary, use their feature article topics to help them determine which statements are facts, details
and opinions

Mini-Lesson 8 Target:

Students will find a structure for organizing or grouping their related research into sections or paragraphs.



LAWA4.1

LAW.A4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.2.E

LAW.4.4

LAW.A4.5

LAW.A4.7

LAW.4.8

LAW.A4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LAW.4.10

LA.SL.4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LASL4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.



LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.6

LA.4W.4.1.A

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

What did you realize about orgainzing your own research?

How will you start to organize the information you find?

Does all your resarch support your angle or focus?

Do you still have more research to collect?

Accomodations/Modifications

Ensure students understand the differences among the following terms: page, paragraph, and section

Show additional examples from the mentor texts and articles

Mini-Lesson 9 Target:

Students will explore different structures in order to begin drafting their articles.

LAW.4.1

LAW.4.1.D
LAW.4.2

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.



LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.2.E

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5

LA.W.4.7

LA.W.4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LA.SL4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L.4.1

LA.L.4.1.A

LA.L.4.1.B

LA.L.4.1.C
LA.L.4.1.D

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag).



LA.L4.1.E
LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.1.G
LA.L4.2

LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.3.A
LA.L4.5

LA.L.4.5.B
LA.L4.6

LA.4W.4.1.A

Form and use prepositional phrases.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.
Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions
Which structures are you trying?

What might be the subcategories

for each?

Which structure works best for your topic or angle? Why?

Accomodations/Modifications

Use lower level text available that has clear organizational structure. Guide students in choosing an

appropriate structure.

Mini-Lesson 10 Target:

Students will try out different ways to craft a catchy lead while clearly introducing their topic.

LAW.4.1

LAW.4.2

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information



LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5

LA.W.4.7

LA.W.4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LA.SL4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L.4.1

LA.L.4.1.A

LA.L.4.1.B

LA.L.4.1.C
LA.L.4.1.D

clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag).



LA.L4.1.E
LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.1.G
LA.L4.2

LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.3.A
LA.L4.4

LA.L4.4.A

LA.L.4.5

LA.L.4.6

LAAW.A1A

Form and use prepositional phrases.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

Which type of leads are you trying?

Which leads makes the most sense for your article:Why?

Will your readers clearly understand what your article is about when they read your introduction? How will
the lead you are considering help them understand?

Accomodations/Modifications

Pre-teach words behold and humble in the first sentences of Penguins of Parade. This will help students
understand how to capture a readers attention.

Mini-Lesson 11 Target:

Students will compose paragraphs for their feature articles



LAWA4.1

LAW.4.1.A

LAW.4.1.B
LAW.4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.4

LAW.A4.5

LAW.A4.7

LAW.A4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LAW.4.10

LA.SL.4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LASL4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.



LA.L4.1.A Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,

when, why).

LA.L.4.1.B Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

LA.L.4.1.C Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

LA.L.4.1.D Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag

rather than a red small bag).

LA.L.4.1.E Form and use prepositional phrases.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

LA.L.4.1.G Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.3.A Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:
Does it work?

What kinds of sentences are you using?

Accomodations/Modifications

Provide students with appendix 3 Composing Paragraphs to help them develop each paragraph of their feature
article. This will also help them make desicions about what organizational structures are best for their
articles.

Mini-Lesson 12 Target:

Students will explore the various conclusions in the mentor feature articles in order to wrap up their articles in



a satisfying way.

LAW.4.1

LAW.4.1.D
LAW.4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW4.2.B
LAW.4.2.E
LAW.4.4
LAW.4.5
LAW.4.7
LA.W.4.9
LA.W.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL.4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D
LA.SL.4.2
LA.SL.4.3
LA.SL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when



LA.L4.1.A

LA.L4.1.B

LA.L4.1.C
LA.L4.1.D

LA.L4.1.E
LA.L4.1.F

LA.L.4.1.G
LA.L4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L.4.3

LA.L.4.3.A
LA.L.4.5

LA.L.4.6

LAAW.A1A

writing or speaking.

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag).

Form and use prepositional phrases.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

What type of conclusion do you think would work best for your article? Why?

Is there another type of conclusion that might work? Which one?

Accomodations/Modifications

Provide sentence stems to facilitate students in writing a conclusion or provide students with a copy of
appendix 2 Possible Sentence Stems. Allow them additional opportunities to rehearse orally using the
sentence stems with a strong language model.



Mini-Lesson 13 Target:

Students will consider adding transition or linking word/phrases to logically join ideas and help their writing
flow from one idea to another.

LAW.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

LAW.4.1.C Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in
addition).

LA.W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other

information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.2.C Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.9.A Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

LAW.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

LA.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LASL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LASL4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LA.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

LA.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LA.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use



formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L4.1.A Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

LA.L.4.1.B Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

LA.L.4.1.C Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

LA.L.4.1.D Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag

rather than a red small bag).

LA.L.4.1.E Form and use prepositional phrases.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

LA.L.4.1.G Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.3.A Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

LA.L.4.5.A Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.
LA.L.4.5.C Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and

to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

Where are the places you found where you had already used transition words or phrases? Show me, why do
they work?

Are there places where you might need to add transition words or phrases?

Is there a section that diesucsses an order or sequence? What transition words could you use to show this?

Accomodations/Modifications

Have a list of possible transition words clearly visible in the classroom as a reference to assist students. Small
group work, show students how to use appropriate transition words in their drafts.



Mini-Lesson 14 Target:

Students will identify and complete any necessary revision work including a clear angle, developed
paragraphs, power lead, and conclusion.

LAW.A4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

LAW.4.1.B Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources.

LAW.4.1.C Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in
addition).

LAW.4.1.D Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

LAW.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;

include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.2.C Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).

LA.W.4.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

LA.W.4.2.E Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.9.A Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

LA.W.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

LA.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LA.SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LASL.4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LA.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make



LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL4.3

LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.A

LA.L4.1.B

LA.L4.1.C
LA.L4.1.D

LA.L4.1.E
LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.1.G
LA.L4.2

LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.3.A
LA.L4.6

LA.4W.4.1.A

comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag).

Form and use prepositional phrases.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

What have you included in your article? Can you show me?

What do you still need to revise? How will you do that?



Accomodations/Modifications

Work on one one with students or in small groups to go through revision checklist. Students can use sticky
notes to add or make changes to their drafts.

Mini-Lesson 15 Target:

Students will add visual elements to their feature articles to enhance their meaning and purpose.

LAW.A4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5

LAW.4.6

LAW.A4.7

LAW.A4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LAW.4.10

LA.SL.4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LA.SL4.1.D

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a
single sitting.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different

aspects of a topic.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.



LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.5

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.A

LA.L4.1.B

LA.L4.1.C
LA.L4.1.D

LA.L4.1.E
LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.1.G
LA.L4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L.4.6

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance
the development of main ideas or themes.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag).

Form and use prepositional phrases.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

What sorts of visuals have you found in your mentor articles? Show me two types you've chosen for your

article.

What are the two places you think you want to add something visual? Why did you pick those locations in the

text?

What kind of visual do you think will work there?



Accomodations/Modifications

Work in small groups with struggling students to show where to include visuals.

Have students break into peer groups to offer feedback or make suggestions.

Mini-Lesson 16 Target:

Students will try to vary the lenghts of sentences in their feature articles.

LA.W.4.2

LAW.4.2.B

LAW.4.4

LAW.A4.5

LAW.A4.7

LAW.A4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LAW.4.10

LA.SL.4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LASL4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3
LASLA4.4

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.



LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L.4.1.A

LA.L.4.1.B

LA.L.4.1.C
LA.L.4.1.D

LA.L.4.1.E
LA.L.4.1.F

LA.L.4.1.G
LA.L.4.2

LA.L4.2.C
LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.5

LA.L4.6

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag).

Form and use prepositional phrases.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

Do you already have a variety of sentence lengths in your feature article? Will you please show me what you

found?

Can you show me how you are planning to edit your draft to vary the lengths of sentences?

Accomodations/Modifications

Small group work- revisit the excerpt from Martin's Big Words that you used during this lesson to show
students how to develop longer and more complex sentences.



Mini-Lesson 17 Target

Students will edit their writing to accentuate their voices as the choose punctuation for effect.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other

information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.9.A Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

LA.W.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

LA.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LASL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LASL.4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LA.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

LA.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LASL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L4.1.A Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

LA.L.4.1.B Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb



tenses.
LA.L.4.1.C Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

LA.L.4.1.D Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag).

LA.L.4.1.E Form and use prepositional phrases.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

LA.L.4.1.G Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.A Use correct capitalization.

LA.L.4.2.B Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

LA.L.4.2.C Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.3.B Choose punctuation for effect.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

Where do you think you could add punctuation for effect or to accentuate your voice?

Accomodations/Modifications

Work in small groups with students and review types of punctuation using appendix Punctuate for a Powerful
Voice and how they show voice in writing.

Mini-Lesson 18 Target:

Students will work on crafting title for their feature articles.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are



LAW.A4.5

LAW.4.6

LA.W.4.7

LAW.4.9

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LA.SL.4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL4.4

LA.SL.4.5

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L.4.1

LA.L.4.1.F

LA.L.4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L.4.3

LA.L4.5

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a
single sitting.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance
the development of main ideas or themes.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in



LA.L45.A

LA.L.4.5.B
LA.L4.6

word meanings.

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.

Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference questions:

Did you change your title today? What did it used to be? What is it now and why did you change it?

Can you share with me a few of the feature article titles that influenced you as you created your title? How

did they influece you?

Summative Assessment

Standards based writing rubric- Informations/Explanatory

Students Friendly rubric-Informative/Non-Fiction

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kBGGq3COQitXGdLPadx23TYRwWSE-w6L. X6

21st Century Life and Careers

CRP.K-12.CRP2
CRP.K-12.CRP2.1

CRP.K-12.CRP4
CRP.K-12.CRP4.1

CRP.K-12.CRP5

Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.

Career-ready individuals readily access and use the knowledge and skills acquired through
experience and education to be more productive. They make connections between
abstract concepts with real-world applications, and they make correct insights about when
it is appropriate to apply the use of an academic skill in a workplace situation.

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas, and action plans with clarity,
whether using written, verbal, and/or visual methods. They communicate in the workplace
with clarity and purpose to make maximum use of their own and others’ time. They are
excellent writers; they master conventions, word choice, and organization, and use
effective tone and presentation skills to articulate ideas. They are skilled at interacting
with others; they are active listeners and speak clearly and with purpose. Career-ready
individuals think about the audience for their communication and prepare accordingly to
ensure the desired outcome.

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kBGGq3CQitXGdLPadx23TYRw8E-w6LX6

CRP.K-12.CRP6
CRP.K-12.CRP6.1

CRP.K-12.CRP7

CRP.K-12.CRP7.1

CRP.K-12.CRP8

CRP.K-12.CRP8.1

CRP.K-12.CRP11
CRP.K-12.CRP11.1

CRP.K-12.CRP12
CRP.K-12.CRP12.1

Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand
how to bring innovation to an organization.

Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Career-ready individuals are discerning in accepting and using new information to make
decisions, change practices or inform strategies. They use reliable research process to
search for new information. They evaluate the validity of sources when considering the
use and adoption of external information or practices in their workplace situation.

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Career-ready individuals readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the
nature of the problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem. They are aware of
problems when they occur and take action quickly to address the problem; they
thoughtfully investigate the root cause of the problem prior to introducing solutions. They
carefully consider the options to solve the problem. Once a solution is agreed upon, they
follow through to ensure the problem is solved, whether through their own actions or the
actions of others.

Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career-ready individuals find and maximize the productive value of existing and new
technology to accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible
and adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks.

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Career-ready individuals positively contribute to every team, whether formal or informal.
They apply an awareness of cultural difference to avoid barriers to productive and positive
interaction. They find ways to increase the engagement and contribution of all team
members. They plan and facilitate effective team meetings.

Formative Assessment and Performance Opportunities

See formative assessment opportunities found under each target

Accommodations/Modifications

Please see lesson-specific accommodations listed within each target above.



Unit Resources

Schoolwide list of books

https://fundamentals.schoolwide.com/units/28714/texts

Brain pop

https://www.brainpop.com/search/?keyword=writing

Interdisciplinary Connections

S0C.6.1.4.D History, Culture, and Perspectives
4-ESS3 Earth and Human Activity
4-151-1 Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that

function to support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction.

4-151-2.151.D.1 Different sense receptors are specialized for particular kinds of information, which may be
then processed by the animal’s brain. Animals are able to use their perceptions and
memories to guide their actions.


https://fundamentals.schoolwide.com/units/28714/texts
https://www.brainpop.com/search/?keyword=writing

