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Unit Overview

The beginning of the school year is an exciting time. Having a good start to the school year where you and
your students become part of a classroom community who listens, shares, and responds to each other’s
thoughts, stories, and ideas is one goal of this unit. As fourth-grade writing teachers, we know writing can be
personal, challenging, or even intimidating. Therefore, you need to convey to all your students that your
classroom is a safe place to share, give it a try, or make mistakes. You want your students to realize writing is
important and they are all writers!

A new classroom means new routines, rituals, and tools. For your writing workshop to run smoothly, students
need to know what they are expected to do. Procedural conversations—such as how writing workshop will go,
how to work with a writing partner, how to listen and share respectfully, and what to do if you are stuck or if
you think you’re done—are presented in this unit. Rituals and routines are part of writing communities where
students move about the classroom effectively and use their tools and time wisely. Your fourth graders will
explore new and familiar ways to use a Writer’s Notebook and be encouraged to write in their notebooks
daily. As students become familiar and comfortable with writing workshop, they will become more
independent. When students are independent, it allows the teacher the time necessary to confer with
individuals or small groups of students who need additional support.

Writing workshop is the time when we think about how writers work so students can emulate this process.
Often students don’t realize all of the hard work that goes into a published piece of writing. They only see the
published piece, the beautiful book in their library. They don’t yet understand the long and arduous process
that writers go through. This unit was also created to help students understand the writing process and get to
know how and why writers write in the ways that they do.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to...

-What kinds of long term, independent accomplilshments are desired?

e Learn the rituals, routines, and resources of writing workshop;

¢ Identify reasons why writers write;

Establish a community of writers who collaborate through listening, sharing, and responding;
Think about the writer and his or her process and craft when reading mentor texts;

Recognize writing is a process that takes hard work and time to create pieces of writing that are
meaningful;

Learn about themselves as writers by constructing a writing inventory;

Personalize and share their Writers” Notebooks to build community;

Learn about a number of authors, looking at where, what, why, and how they write;



e Use descriptive details and other narrative techniques when developing and organizing narrative texts;

e Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, researching, revising, editing, and publishing;
and

e Produce and publish a clear piece of writing in which development and organization are appropriate to
purpose and audience.

For more information, read the following article by Grant Wiggins.

http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=60

Meaning

Understandings

Students will understand that...
-What specifically do you want students to understand?

-What inferences should they make/grasp/realize?

Students will understand the writer's workshop model and how to apply it.

Essential Questions

Students will keep considering...


http://www.authenticeducation.org/ae_bigideas/article.lasso?artid=60

-What thought provoking questions will foster inquiry, meaning making and transfer?

* What do you think inspired the author to write this (check the Dedication or Author’s Note)?

* What did the author have to do to make this book (imagine what was in the author’s Writer’s Notebook)?
» What is the author’s purpose (entertain, instruct, persuade, record an experience, provide another point of
view)?

* What is the genre (personal narrative, realistic fiction, nonfiction, poetry)?

» What interesting language or word choice does the author use (simile, sensory detail, specific words, vivid
verbs, dialogue)?

* How do the illustrations help tell the story (use of details, perspective, color)?

* How does the author structure or organize the book (list, chronological, leads, endings)?

» What similarities do the books and/or authors have (subject, theme, genre, structure, author is also
illustrator)?

Application of Knowledge and Skill

Students will know...

Students will know...
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be able to recall?

e Writing is a process in which each step builds upon previous steps until a final published piece is
created

e Procedural conversations—such as how writing workshop will go, how to work with a writing partner,
how to listen and share respectfully, and what to do if you are stuck or if you think you’re done with
your writing.

e The importance of their writer's notebook, and know when and how to use it effectively.

Students will be skilled at...

Students will be skilled at...



What discrete skills and processes should students be able to use?

e Writing with purpose and meaning

e Use personal experiences/reflections to sequence a story to unfold naturally
e Structure and organize their writing with clear and effective transitions

o Effectively use craft/style to enhance writing

e Use grade appropriate conventions

Academic Vocabulary

Instructional Vocabulary: The Instructional Vocabulary are words derived from the discussions and

instructions outlined in each lesson.
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Learning Goal 1

Students will understand the writing process and get to know how and why writers write in the
ways that they do.

Immersion IRA Day 1 Target: A Reading and Writing Community




e Students will engage effectively in conversations around the writing community. Together they will
preview the mentor texts and begin to think about the writer behind the words

LAW.4.1

LAW.4.2

LAW4.3

LAW.4.4

LAW.A4.5

LAW.A4.7

LA.W.4.8

LAW.4.9

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LASL4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L41

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.2

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Werite narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,



and spelling when writing.
LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.4.A Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Accommodations and Modifications

Prior to the lesson, engage students in a discussion about their past experiences as writers. Use the questions
on the Appendix "My Writing Interest Interview" to guide the discussion. The students should discuss and
orally rehearse their possible answers. You may benefit from asking newcomers these additional questions:

e When did you learn how to write in English?
e What kind of writing do you like to do in your first language?

Model what it sounds like to echo a question when answering it in a complete sentence. Orally rehearsing their
ideas will help the students write complete sentences that contain correct verb tenses, appropriate vocabulary,
and appropriate sentence structures during independent writing time.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Response in Writer's Notebook

IRA Day 2 Target: The Power and Purpose of a Writer’s Notebook

o Students will discuss the key ideas of two mentor texts to come to a better understanding of how
writers work and the important role a Writer’s Notebook plays.

LAW.A4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.
LA.W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative

technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
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LAW.A4.9

LA.W.4.9.A

LAW.4.9.B
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needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific



words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Accommodations and Modifications

Have a couple of Writers' Notebooks to show your students. Either prior to this lesson or during independent
writing time, meet with your students and show them examples of things that would go on the cover of a
Writer's Notebook. Then provide sentence stems to discuss and write down their ideas. Examples include:

¢ To make my notebook all about me, I will put a photograph of __ because .
e [ will draw a picture of __ because .
¢ [ will put the words __ in my notebook because they describe me and tell what is important to me.

Translate the Appendix "Letter to Parents" into students' home language, if possible.

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Personalization of Writer's Notebook

IRA Day 3 Target: Writers’ Notebooks: A Place to Collect

Writers use what they see and hear in their surroundings to make and collect sketches and notes as ideas for
their writing.

e Students will learn how to observe and listen to the world around them and how they can use their
Writers’ Notebooks to record what they see, hear, and feel.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
LAW.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;

include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

LA.W.4.3.D Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.
LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
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LA.L4.4.A

LA.L4.4.C

LA.L.4.5

needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.



LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Writing from their sketches in their Writer's Notebooks

Accommodations and Modifications

Prior to the lesson, focus on the adjectives that describe the weather in 4 Desert Scrapbook. Explain that
adjectives are words that describe things and help the readers get a picture in their minds. Students should be
directed to look out the window, observe, and describe the weather they see using descriptive adjectives.
Direct students to look at pp. 1 and 2, 15 and 16 (lightning pages), 19 and 20 (rainbow pages), and 25 and 26
(sunset pages) and ask them to describe the weather they see using descriptive adjectives.

During the read, highlight some of the descriptive vocabulary words from the book to the students: sunlight,
broiling, fiery, sweeping, drenching, scorcher, parched, and crashing. Model how you would sketch one of the
words and then ask each student to make a sketch of another one of the words to illustrate its meaning.
Exploring the descriptive vocabulary in the text will reinforce the meanings of the words and text while giving
the students the opportunity to learn about parts of speech.

IRA Day 4 Target: Read Like a Writer

¢ Students will learn to “read like writers” as they listen to, discuss, and observe the mentor text
Saturdays and Teacakes by Lester Laminack.

LAW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

LAW.4.3.A Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

LAW.4.3.B Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

LAW.4.3.D Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

LAW.4.3.E Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different



LAW.4.8

LAW.4.9

LAW.4.9.A

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LASL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L41

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.3.A
LA.L4.4

LA.L.4.4.A

aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.



LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

LA.L.4.5.A Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.
LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Response in Writer's Notebook

Accommodations and Modifications

Either prior to or soon after this lesson you will want to go over some of the craft techniques presented,
particularly similes, onomatopoeia, and personification. Figurative language typically contains very abstract
concepts for students learning English. Using the Appendix "Sample Craft Chart," students should be
introduced to examples of each of these craft techniques through small-group instruction. As a small group,
students should practice crafting examples of each of the three techniques chosen through a shared writing
activity. It may be helpful to use a topic that all of the students are familiar with, such as their experience on
the first day of school. The students should explore writing similes, using onomatopoeia, and using
personification to describe their experience on the first day of school.

Before students go off to write, make sure they have a memory they want to write about. Guide them to orally
tell what happened first, next, and last. As you confer with your students, remind them to use techniques they
may know and understand, such as descriptive adjectives, and/or review and guide them to use a craft
technique from today's lesson.

IRA Day 5 Target: Writers’ Notebooks: A Place to Celebrate

Writers value and celebrate the little things in their lives.

e Students will think about the “small” moments and experiences in their lives that are valuable to them
and how they can celebrate these events through their writing.

LAW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.



LAW.4.7

LAW.4.8

LAW.A4.9

LA.W.4.9.A

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LA.SL4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASL.4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L41

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.2

LA.L.4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L.4.4

LA.L.4.4.A

LA.L4.5.A

LA.L.4.5.B

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.

Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.



Formative Assessment Opportunities

During independent writing time, have students write about the small things or experiences in their lives that
they value and want to celebrate.

After spending some time exploring why writers write—including their purposes, reasons, and inspirations—
it's now the students' turn to do the same. It's time to celebrate the writing experiences that they remember so
far. As fourth graders, they have been writing for several years and have many published pieces of writing.
Ask your students to recall their writing histories and map them out, similar to a board game. Some boxes
might include pictures of some of their favorite sports, hobbies, places, people, pets, etc., and other boxes
might include information about their writing lives. Encourage students to include four to eight pieces of
information about their writing lives. (You may want to share or make a chart of the questions listed below to
get students started. These questions are also included on the Appendix "__'s Writing Life.") Make a path or
maze with the information and pictures. Have them use an X to mark the spot where the reader should begin.
Display Appendix 6 for students to use as a model.

Accommodations and Modifications

During independent writing time, meet with your students to ensure they understand the concept of a "small"
moment or experience. Then help them generate ideas about their own small moments and experiences in their
lives to celebrate.

You can model using the following sentence stems so your students can clearly express their ideas both
verbally and in writing:

o Atimel felt_ was when__.
o [tfelt_ because .
¢ [ will always remember this moment because __.

Depending on the history of your English language learners, including how long they've been in an American
school, they may have different writing experiences to draw upon for the Appendix "__'s Writing Life." Help
your students generate ideas for their writing history. Here are some questions to get your students thinking
about and discussing their writing histories:

1. Have you been taught how to write in another language?
2. What language did you write in first?

3. What is your first memory of writing in school?

4. What do you like to write about in your first language?
5. Which language do you enjoy writing in more?

Following the activity, students should be given time to share their responses with the class. Giving students
the opportunity to share information about themselves is a great way to build community within your
classroom and validate their culture and first language.

Learning Goal 2




Students will independently produce a clear, coherent narrative writing piece.

Mini-Lesson 1 Target: Generating Ideas I: Times We Will Never Forget

Writers think about the important times in their lives that they will never forget. These narratives often include
special people and/or places.

¢ Students will recall and write about their unforgettable memories, using descriptive details to convey
these experiences

LA.W.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

LAW.4.3.A Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

LAW.4.3.B Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

LA.W.4.3.D Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

LAW.4.3.E Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LA.W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
LA.W.4.9.A Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,

or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

LA.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LA.SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LA.SL.4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LA.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make



comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

LA.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LA.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.
LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference Questions
What is it about this person (and/or place) that holds such a special place in your heart? Tell me about it.
What kinds of details can you use to show readers why this memory is so special?

Can you use some of Lester's narrative writing techniques to bring out your voice, such as dialogue or internal
thinking?

Accommodations and Modifications

Prior to the lesson, students should have the opportunity to explore the word "ritual." Describe a ritual from
your own family and then recall the ritual of what Lester did every Saturday in Saturdays and

Teacakes. Students should draw connections and make comparisons between the two rituals described. Then
students should have the opportunity to generalize their idea of what a ritual is. Guide students to an
understanding that a ritual is an experience or custom that you do often. Then students may share a ritual (or



memory) that they experience with their own families. Students may use the ritual they have described to fill
in the Appendix "Times We Will Never Forget."

Mini-Lesson 2 Target: Generating Ideas II: Strategies That Keep Us Going

Writers use different strategies to begin and develop their writing.

e Students will learn to “write small,” make lists, and use the anchor charts from around the room as
sources of inspiration.

LAW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

LAW.4.3.A Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

LAW.4.3.B Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

LAW.4.3.D Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.
LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LAW.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
LA.W.4.9.A Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,

or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

LA.W.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

LAW.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LA.SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LASL.4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LASL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

LASL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.



LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.F

LA.L4.2

LA.L4.2.A
LA.L4.2.B
LA.L4.2.C
LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.LA4.5

LA.L4.5.A

LA.L.4.5.B
LA.L4.5.C

LA.L4.6

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use correct capitalization.

Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.
Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.

Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and
to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference Questions

What strategy worked well for you today? How did it help you?

What strategy might you try the next time you feel stuck or done?

Mini-Lesson 3 Target: Selecting: Deciding What to Publish




Writers have many ideas, but they only choose one to develop and publish.

o Students will reread their entries and choose one to stick with, keeping in mind their audience and

purpose for writing.

LAWA4.1

LAW.A4.2

LAWA43

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5

LA.W.4.7

LAW.4.8

LAW.4.9

LA.W.4.9.A

LAW.4.9.B

LAW.4.10

LA.SL.4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.6

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use



formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L.4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.
LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference Questions
Which idea do you have that you can say more about?

Which one of your entries has a clear purpose and inspiration?

Accommodations and Modifications

During the Present portion of the lesson, model the selecting process, acting out what your piece would sound
like with various purposes in mind and if you were writing it for a particular audience. Consider the
appropriate word choice, expression, body language, and formality when modeling the different ways your
piece would sound. Ask students to guess your purpose and who your intended audience might be.

During independent writing time, meet with your students and guide them to find an entry in their Writers'
Notebooks they feel strongly about—an idea they really like and can write more about. Reiterate the idea that
writers have a purpose and an audience in mind when they select the story they want to publish.

Mini-Lesson 4 Target: Collecting: Sketch to Stretch

Once writers choose an idea to publish, they begin to explore the idea more deeply.

¢ Students will sketch and zoom in on small details as a way to develop and explore their seed ideas.

LAW.A4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and



LAW4.1.B
LAW.A4.2

LAW.4.2.A

LAW4.2.B

LAWA43

LAW.4.3.A

LAW.4.3.B

LA.W.4.3.D

LAW.4.4

LAW.A4.5

LAW.A4.7

LA.W.4.8

LAW.A4.9

LA.W.4.9.A

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL.4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

information.
Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).



LA.SL.4.3
LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L.4.1

LA.L.4.1.F

LA.L.4.2

LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.4

LA.L4.4.A

LA.L4.5

LA.L4.6

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-

ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference Questions

What kinds of details did you decide to add? Why?

What questions, thoughts, or feelings came to mind as you were sketching?

Accommodations and Modifications

During the Engage portion of the lesson and/or during independent writing time, meet with your students in a
small group to give them the opportunity to orally rehearse the idea they have selected to publish. Orally
rehearsing their idea will help them make a more detailed sketch. It will also give them an opportunity to
practice and explore language, including different sentence structures, tenses, and vocabulary words.



Mini-Lesson 5 Target: Drafting: Ideas and Their Order

Writers organize their narrative writing using a chronological structure to sequence events so it makes sense to
the readers.

e Students will use transition words and/or phrases that move readers through time in order to sequence
events, including a beginning, middle, and conclusion to their stories.

LAW.A4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

LAW.4.1.B Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources.

LAW.4.1.D Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other

information and examples related to the topic.
LAW.4.2.E Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

LAW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

LAW.4.3.A Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

LAW.4.3.C Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.

LAW.4.3.D Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

LAW.4.3.E Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LAW.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LAW.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LA.W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.
LA.W.4.9.A Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,

or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

LA.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LA.SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LASL.4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LASL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.



LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

LA.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LA.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.4.1.F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.
LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

LA.4W.4.1.A Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which related idea the writer’s purpose.

Accommodations and Modifications

During the Engage portion of the lesson and/or during independent writing, support your students by asking
them to first tell you what happens in the beginning of their story. Then have them locate that information in
their Writers' Notebooks and label the beginning sentences with a "B." Then repeat that process with the
middle of their story. As students tell you the parts of their story, prompt them to use transition words to show
the sequence of events.

During independent writing time, meet with your students to present the Appendix "Transition Words and
Phrases That Move Readers Through Time," which they will use when drafting today. Use a quick vocabulary
check-in to assess students' background knowledge and recall which words they already know and can use.
Slowly read through each of the words on the list, and instruct students to use the following thumb gestures to
indicate their understanding of each word:

e Thumbs up if they know the word well and can explain it;

¢ A thumb in the middle (parallel to the floor) if they have heard the word before but feel "fuzzy" about
it; and

e Thumbs down if they have never heard the word.

Students can underline or highlight the words they know and can use as they draft. You can go back to teach



the other words at a different point. You may want to try creating a hand movement to help illustrate the
meaning of some of these words.

Mini-Lesson 6 Target: Revising: Bringing Out Your Voice

Writers want the voice or tone of their pieces to enhance their meaning and connect with their audience.

o Students will consider their purposes as they add dialogue and internal thinking to give voice to their

narratives.

LAW.4.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

LAW.4.3.A Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters;
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.

LAW.4.3.B Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations.

LAW.4.3.C Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events.

LAW.4.3.D Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events
precisely.

LAW.4.3.E Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

LAW.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LAW.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

LA.W.4.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

LA.W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

LAW.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

LAW.4.9.A Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

LA.W.4.9.B Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

LA.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

LASL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

LASL4.1.A Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the

topic to explore ideas under discussion.

LA.SL.4.1.B Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.



LA.SL.4.1.C Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

LA.SL.4.1.D Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

LA.SL.4.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

LA.SL.4.6 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

LA.L4.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

LA.L.4.1.E Form and use prepositional phrases.

LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.A Use correct capitalization.

LA.L.4.2.B Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

LA.L.4.2.C Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.3.A Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

LA.L.4.3.B Choose punctuation for effect.

LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in

word meanings.

LA.L.4.5.A Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.
LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific

words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference Questions

What were you thinking before, during, or after an important moment in your story? Can you add this
information to your story?

Can you think of an important conversation with another person in your story—something said that your
readers should know?

How will this dialogue or internal thinking bring your readers closer to you?



Mini-Lesson 7 Target: Editing: What Is Editing?

Writers use the editing process to focus on the conventions of standard English before publishing their work.

e Students will use an editing checklist independently and with a partner to ensure that they have
correctly applied the conventions of standard English grammar and usage, capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling.

LAWA4.1

LAW.4.3

LAW.4.4

LAW.A4.5

LAW.4.7

LAW.4.8

LAW.4.9

LA.W.4.9.A

LAW.4.9.B

LA.W.4.10

LASLA4.1

LASL4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LASL4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3
LASL.4.4

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different
aspects of a topic.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses
reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,



LA.SL.4.6

LA.L.4.1

LA.L.4.1.A

LA.L.4.1.B

LA.L.4.1.C
LA.L.4.1.D

LA.L.4.1.E
LA.L.4.1.F

LA.L4.1.G
LA.L4.2

LA.L4.2.A
LA.L4.2.B
LA.L4.2.C
LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L43.A
LA.L4.3.B
LA.L4.4

LA.L4.4.A

LA.L4.4.C

LA.L4.5

LA.L.4.6

using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs (where,
when, why).

Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; | am walking; | will be walking) verb
tenses.

Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a small red bag
rather than a red small bag).

Form and use prepositional phrases.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-
ons.

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use correct capitalization.

Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.
Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.
Choose punctuation for effect.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference Questions



What editing changes needed to be made to your piece?
What types of mistakes are you making most often?
What spelling resources will you use?

Was your partner a good editor? Why?

Accommodations and Modifications

During independent writing time, meet with your students to review the "U" portion of the editing checklist,
correct usage. Explain that good writers are often able to hear when they have made an error in their usage.
Model reading part of your piece aloud to the small group. Ask the students to be detectives listening for the
following:

e Are the words used correctly?

e Are the words in the right order?
e Are there any words left out?

e Are the sentences complete?

e [s it clear and understandable?

Students should be directed to put their thumbs up when they hear something that they believe needs to be
edited for correct usage. Each usage error a student finds should be written on chart paper and discussed. (You
may include a few mistakes in your model piece to give the students an opportunity to find and correct them.)

Next, students should read their own pieces aloud to a partner. Each student should be acting as a listening
detective, ready to give feedback, ask questions, and clear up any confusing parts. The usage errors that are
kept track of on chart paper will serve as a resource as they continue to edit during independent writing time.

Spending additional time listening for and correcting usage errors will be beneficial, as many of the typical
writing errors fall into this category. You should be on the lookout for these errors, including incorrect or
missing articles, incorrect word order, incorrect verb tense, and incorrect plurality.

Mini-Lesson 8 Target: Publishing: What Is Publishing?

Writers need to get their pieces ready to go out into the world.

e Students will prepare a final copy of their piece, either neatly handwritten or typed on a computer, and
may include illustrations, a Dedication, and/or an Author’s Note.

LAW.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.
LAW.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;

include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.



LAW.4.2.B

LAW4.2.C

LAW.4.2.D
LAW.4.2.E
LAWA4.3

LAW.4.4

LA.W.4.5

LAW.4.6

LAW.4.8

LAW.4.9

LA.W.4.10

LASL4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LA.SL4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

LA.SL.4.2

LA.SL.4.3

LASLA4.4

LA.SL.4.5

LA.SL.4.6

LA.L4.1

LA.L4.1.F

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g.,
another, for example, also, because).

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narrative
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, and editing.

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a
single sitting.

Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print

and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.

Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner,
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes;
speak clearly at an understandable pace.

Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance
the development of main ideas or themes.

Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and run-



LA.L4.2

LA.L4.2.D
LA.L4.3

LA.L4.4

LA.L4.4.A

LA.L.4.6

ons.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

Formative Assessment Opportunities

Conference Questions

What details about yourself did you decide to include?

Who will you dedicate your piece to? Why?

Student Self-Reflection

Reflecting on what was learned and planning future accomplishments will foster independence and growth.

¢ Students will reflect on their writing processes and strategies they’ve used in order to achieve their

writing goals.

Summative Assessment

Final Published Writing

Standards Based Writing Rubric Narrative

How Writers Work Student Performance Checklist

***Google Drive Link***



21st Century Life and Careers

Select all applicable standards from the applicable standards

CRP.K-12.CRP4
CRP.K-12.CRP4.1

CRP.K-12.CRP6
CRP.K-12.CRP6.1

CRP.K-12.CRP8
CRP.K-12.CRP8.1

CRP.K-12.CRP11
CRP.K-12.CRP11.1

CRP.K-12.CRP12
CRP.K-12.CRP12.1

Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Career-ready individuals communicate thoughts, ideas, and action plans with clarity,
whether using written, verbal, and/or visual methods. They communicate in the workplace
with clarity and purpose to make maximum use of their own and others’ time. They are
excellent writers; they master conventions, word choice, and organization, and use
effective tone and presentation skills to articulate ideas. They are skilled at interacting
with others; they are active listeners and speak clearly and with purpose. Career-ready
individuals think about the audience for their communication and prepare accordingly to
ensure the desired outcome.

Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Career-ready individuals regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new and different
ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve their
organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to
issues, tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest
value. They seek new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to
apply those ideas to their own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand
how to bring innovation to an organization.

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Career-ready individuals readily recognize problems in the workplace, understand the
nature of the problem, and devise effective plans to solve the problem. They are aware of
problems when they occur and take action quickly to address the problem; they
thoughtfully investigate the root cause of the problem prior to introducing solutions. They
carefully consider the options to solve the problem. Once a solution is agreed upon, they
follow through to ensure the problem is solved, whether through their own actions or the
actions of others.

Use technology to enhance productivity.

Career-ready individuals find and maximize the productive value of existing and new
technology to accomplish workplace tasks and solve workplace problems. They are flexible
and adaptive in acquiring new technology. They are proficient with ubiquitous technology
applications. They understand the inherent risks-personal and organizational-of
technology applications, and they take actions to prevent or mitigate these risks.

Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.

Career-ready individuals positively contribute to every team, whether formal or informal.
They apply an awareness of cultural difference to avoid barriers to productive and positive
interaction. They find ways to increase the engagement and contribution of all team
members. They plan and facilitate effective team meetings.

Accommodations/Modifications

Please see lesson-specific accommodations listed within each target above.



Unit Resources

Brain Pop

https://www.brainpop.com/english/writing/writingprocess/

https://www.brainpop.com/english/writing/typesofwriting/

https://fundamentals.schoolwide.com/browse/books

Interdisciplinary Connections
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https://www.brainpop.com/english/writing/typesofwriting/
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