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Hate Mondays? Maybe you should consider moving to Colorado. A school district in the Centennial State has cancelled school on Mondays in favor of a four-day school week.
But Garfield-like attitudes is not why school district 27J, located outside Denver, made the decision. The district, which serves 18,000 students in Brighton, Commerce City, Henderson, Thornton and Aurora, believes that the shorter week will cut costs by roughly $1 million in the first year.
By not having classes on Mondays, the school district will only need to pay for services like school buses and substitute teachers four days out of the week.
District 27J public information officer Tracy L. Rudnick tells CNBC Make It that the district expects for these savings to increase overtime as administrators find new ways to improve efficiency.
"[One million] is a small portion of our overall operating budget, but we anticipate as we continue down this path additional savings will be seen year after year," says Rudnick. "We have been able to put a counselor in every elementary school and roll out our One-2-Web program which puts a Chromebook in the hands of every middle and high school student."
In a statement, Superintendent Chris Fiedler confirmed that the decision was widely influenced by the district's financial realities as well as the need to attract and retain teachers in the district.
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
"In the context of our financial reality, we must be increasingly strategic in allocating our resources (including our use of time) to the priorities that matter the most for our students and their learning," he writes. "A prepared tomorrow begins with the best teaching and learning today — and that requires attracting, retaining and developing the best teachers and support staff so we can deliver on our mission."
According to Rudnick, 27J is among the lowest funded school districts in the Denver-metro area, making it difficult to keep high quality teachers. "We have had years when we have lost over 15 percent of our teaching staff because they can make $10,000 more in a neighboring district," she explains.
Indeed, in April, thousands of teachers in Colorado walked out of their classrooms in protest of low wages and low school funding.
While the school district may save some money with the new initiative, parents of young children may have to spend a bit more on child-care. The district plans to provide all-day child care services on Mondays for $30 a day per student in order to help families with parents who work on Mondays.

After reading this article, you will be researching:
·  The requirements for a school year in the State of New Jersey
· The pros and cons to changing the school week ( you may explore any of the following; later school start times, 4 day school weeks, year round school)
You must do the following:
· Write a 2 page paper on any one of the above options for changes to the school week 
· Include both the pros and the cons for this type of change 
· Include the state requirements for public school calendar years in New Jersey 
· Explain why you would either be for or against this change based on both the pros and the cons
· Include in text citations from a reliable source 
· Include a works cited page 
· Include a link for EVERY resource you use 

Rubric :
· Links for the research on school week reform ( 10 points)
· Pro and Con chart completed PRIOR to writing your paper ( 20 points)
· 2 page paper ( double spaced, 12 point Times New Roman) 
· Spelling, grammar, punctuations – 20 points
· Page length requirement – 5 points 
· Clear use of both pros and cons to support your writing, as well as NJ laws for public school  – 15 points 
· MLA heading- 5 points 
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· Works Cited Page ( 10 points) 
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Essay Outline 
· Paragraph one should include:
· An introduction to your topic
· Give background to the topic and explain why it is important and relevant to today’s society 
· Thesis Statement

· Paragraph 2 should include:
· Fact 1
· How does fact 1 support your standpoint?
· What are the cons to this fact?
· Transition to Fact 2 
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· Fact 3
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· Paragraph 5 should include:
· A restated thesis statement
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