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Time Required:  30-45 minutes 
Content Standards: 
AA.S.4  
Students will acquire the skills to investigate the 



world of work in relation to knowledge of self 



and to make informed career decisions.

Indicators:   
AA.C.7.4.14  
Investigate career options as they relate to 




  individual skills and aptitudes

	GOAL:   Students will compare and contrast different career options.


Activity Statements: 
Students will compare available career options and review the career clusters that determine their course of study in high school.  Using the interest inventory, students will investigate individual skills and aptitudes.

Materials: 

1. (Optional) Teacher Resource 1:  Discovery Activity (preparation required before class)

2. Teacher Resource 2:  Interest Inventory Key (display electronically, on chart paper or white board – should not be visible to students until after they complete the inventory)
3. Handout 1:  Interest Inventory (one copy per student)
4. Handout 2:  Career Clusters (one copy per student or share copies)
5. Paper, pens or pencils for students
Procedures:
1. The teacher begins with the discovery activity described on Teacher Resource 1:  Discovery Activity (advance preparation required).  After reflection, the teacher distributes 
2. The teacher provides instructions from Teacher Resource 2:  Interest Inventory Key withholding clusters until after students have completed the inventory.  After completion of the Interest Inventory, the teacher will post the Interest Inventory Key from Teacher Resource 2:   Interest Inventory Key.  Students will determine which cluster scored the most points.  The class will reflect and discuss using the same resource.

3. The teacher distributes copies of Handout 2:  Career Clusters.  Students review the results of the Interest Inventory based on Handout 2.

Discussion:  

· Agree or disagree:  Sometimes people have strengths and talents they do not recognize.  

· Agree or disagree:  There are careers available of which I am not aware.

· What is more important:  loving your work or making the most money?  Explain.

· Besides training, what do employers want in their employees?  Explain.

· What do people want from their careers?  Explain.

· Did your Interest Inventory surprise you?  Explain.

· Did you have more than one area of interest on the Interest Inventory? 

· Have you changed your mind about your favorite Career Cluster?  Explain.

· Once we determine what we want to do, how can we prepare for that career? 
Additional Resources: 
· http://www.moneyinstructor.com/careerplanning.asp - Career Planning

· http://www.moneyinstructor.com/lesson/applyinglp.asp (application outside school)

· http://www.careerexplorer.net/aptitude.asp - Career Explorer

· http://www.kidsource.com/kidsource/content4/middle.school.career.html - Middle School Career
· http://mappingyourfuture.org/middlehighschool/ - Mapping Your Future
· http://42explore.com/careers.htm - Explore Careers
· http://jobsearch.about.com/od/careertests/a/careertests.htm - Taking a Career Test

· http://www.testingroom.com/CVS_sample.pdf - Career Values Scale

· http://www.worldwidelearn.com/career-assessment/career-assessment-test.htm - Career Assessment Tests

· http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/careers/exploring/InterestInventories/Pages/Home.aspx - Interest Inventories

· http://missouricareereducation.org/curr/cmd/techedG/explgCC/modules.html - Career Exploration
Extension Activities: 

· Students may use online resources to learn more about their careers that match their aptitudes, interests, personality, and career values.

· Students may interview adults who are working in fields related to the students chosen career cluster.

· Students may investigate potential new jobs in the chosen career cluster.

· Other activities as assigned by advisor.
Developed by:  Dr. Penny Fisher, Director, Putnam County Schools (2010)
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