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Name

Period
Quiz Julius Caesar Act 111

—

(T-F) By the beginning of this act, most Romans already know of the assassination plot.
2. Who shows the most fear that the assassination plans will be made known to Caesar and
stopped? A.Cinna  B. Artemidorus C.Brutus  D.Cassius  E. Calpurnia
3. The last to stab Caesar is
A. Cinna B. Artemidorus C. Brutus D. Cassius E. Casca
4. (T-F) Calpurnia's dream of Caesar's blood comes true, but not the part about men washing
their hands in it.
5. This character is most mistrustful of Antony:

A. Decius B. Trebonius C. Brutus D. Cassius E. Casca
6. This character shows Antony the most trust:
A. Decius B. Trebonius C. Brutus D. Cassius E. Casca

7. (T-F) Brutus tells the crowd that he hated Caesar for his crimes against Rome.
8. Brutus says he killed because he loved

A. Rome B. Portia  C. the citizens D. honor  E. democracy
9. Brutus tells the Romans that he killed Caesar because of the man's

A. greed B. decision to abolish democracy C. hatred of Rome D. crimes E. ambition
10. After Brutus speaks to the Romans, the crowd wants him

A.killed B.crowned emperor C. arrested D. banished E. to wait until Antony speaks
11. (T-F) When Antony begins his speech, the crowd sees him as an enemy.
12. (T-F) When Antony concludes his speech, the crowd sees Brutus and the other conspirators as

enemies.
ANSWERS:
1. 4. 7. 10.
2. 5. 8. 11.

3. 6. 9. 12.
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Julius Caesar
by William Shakespeare
Close Reading Study Guide

Note: Many of these questions are best addressed from a perspective you obtain only by finishing an entire act or at
least several scenes. So read well ahead before you begin answering these questions! You will be best prepared
if you are a full act or two ahead in your reading. As you read, constantly formulate questions of your own
regarding the events, characters, conflicts, and places. You don’t need to answer every question you pose, but
you must get accustomed to focusing your attention on the details of your reading. Developing those questions
is one of the best ways to begin doing so.

AS 31 (to be read, “Act III, Scene 17)

1. Three men greet Caesar. Each has a request or message. One of these "suits" has been written by
Artemidorus. The Soothsayer has another; he wants a moment with Caesar to "beseech him to befriend
himself." We know of his intent from the previous scene. Who has written a third suit?

2. Artemidorus says his suit "touches Caesar nearer." His meaning is that the topic of the message is of
personal interest to Caesar. What does Caesar intend to do with the message?

Speculate as to why Caesar publicly deals with Artemidorus's message in this manner.

4. Caesar asks if "the fellow" is mad. Speculate as to who "the fellow" is.

e

Two of those accompanying Caesar attempt to dissuade the suitors. They only do so after Caesar calls
attention to them. What question does he ask in calling attention to them?

Cassius is one of the two who scold the suitor or suitors. Who is the other?
How does Popilius strike fear into Cassius?

What occurs to confirm that Cassius is indeed fearful?

A

What does Cassius fear?

10. Speculate as to what "enterprise" (meaning "planned action") Popilius might be referring, other than the
assassination.

11. Brutus advises Cassius to watch closely what transpires as Popilius speaks with Caesar. Nothing disturbs
their plans to proceed. Read very carefully between this passage and the striking down of Caesar by the
conspirators. Casca clearly has a special role in the assassination. What is Casca's role?

12. What part has been planned for Trebonius in the plot?
13. What part does Metellus Cimber play in the plot?
14. Who, according to Caesar, has been banished?

15. Caesar actually commits a violent act against Metellus. In his own words, he treats him "like a cur" - or
dog. What does Caesar do to Metellus?

16. Explain very briefly (eight words or less) what the conspirators have planned to do in order to shock
Caesar into distraction.

17. It appears that Brutus has a very special role. He provides the signal, and a final distraction to Caesar,
which initiates the actual killing. How does Brutus signal the moment when the killing is to occur?

18. Just before that moment, Caesar makes some claims about his character. At one point he says, "I am
constant as the Northern Star," meaning, he is unwavering in his judgment and commitments to act. Name
one event to show that this claim is a lie.
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Speculate on how one might attempt to defend Caesar's claim that he is, in fact, "constant" after all.

The conspirators attack. Who is first to attack?

. Does any evidence so far suggest that some of the conspirators might take special pleasure in killing

Caesar?

Caesar remains standing through the attacks by the various conspirators. What in the dialogue makes it
clear that Caesar does not fall until after Brutus's attack?

Two of the characters want to spread news of the assassination immediately. In modern terms, they want
to issue "sound bites" to the crowd and "put their spin" on the event. Why do they wish to do so?

What is "enfranchisement"?

Who stops those two characters from running out and spreading the news?
Why does he stop them?

Who advises them all to prepare themselves from attacks by Caesar's friends?

Brutus interrupts this person in the middle of his speech. He is unable to complete his statement. Speculate
as to how he might have completed it if he were given the opportunity.

"Talk not of standing," says Brutus. What does he mean by that remark?

Just before Trebonius re-enters the stage, Brutus indicates awareness that the mob could at any time turn
on them and avenge Caesar's death. He makes that point clear in his instructions to Publius. How does
Brutus make that clear?

What does Publius say?

After Trebonius enters and speaks, Brutus makes a philosophical comment on life and death. Why does he
make this remark right after Trebonius's comments?

Brutus and Cassius then have a philosophical exchange. Cassius agrees with Brutus, offering his own
argument. Does Brutus agree with Cassius's argument?

When Brutus says, "... [W]e are Caesar's friends," does he mean those words literally, or is he speaking
sarcastically?

Brutus instructs the others to spread Caesar's blood on their hands, arms, and swords. He tells them they
will now go out and deliver the "sound bite" and "spin" their story to the crowd. (See item #21 above.) He
tells them what to shout. What word does he leave out of that "sound bite"?

Cassius and Brutus next discuss the fact that their actions will be portrayed in dramatic performances for
many ages afterward. Is Cassius's opinion of that fact positive or negative?

What does Cassius believe people will say about the assassination?

What does Brutus believe will be portrayed inappropriately in future dramatic performances of their
actions?

How does Cassius hope to be portrayed in those performances?
Speculate: Was Brutus right? Does Shakespeare's play portray events inappropriately, as Brutus fears?
Speculate: Is Cassius remembered as he hopes in Shakespeare's Julius Caesar?

Antony's servant enters. At first, he kneels. Then he offers another gesture of surrender. What is that other
gesture?

Antony's message, as delivered by the servant, does not sound very much like a commitment to Caesar or
Brutus. Instead of defending his honor, or Brutus's, or Caesar's, Antony seems mostly concerned with
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saving his own life. To do so, Antony is willing to make a major change. What change does Antony offer
to make for Brutus?

What information does Antony hope to obtain from Brutus in a personal conversation with him?
What promise does Brutus instruct the messenger to give Antony?

Cassius discusses the message with Brutus. Considering the circumstances, particularly the nature of the
message itself, speculate as to why Cassius is uncomfortable about permitting Antony to live.

Does Cassius tend to believe in the general goodness of most people, or is he more inclined to believe they
are evil?

Does Brutus prefer to show Antony trust, or does he decide to greet him with suspicion?

Does Brutus tend to believe in the general goodness of most people, or is he more inclined to believe they
are evil?

Shakespeare also appears to be taking a position on this issue. Speculate as to whose beliefs about human
nature are more accurate from Shakespeare's point of view, Cassius's or Brutus's. Is it possible that
Shakespeare rejects both?

Just before Antony comes on stage, Cassius delivers a speech. He still would rather see Antony
assassinated as well as Caesar. A director might instruct the actor playing his part to reach for his dagger
as he speaks. Speculate: At what word during that speech would the actor be instructed to reach for his
dagger?

Does Brutus greet Mark Antony as he enters the stage?
As he enters, does Antony greet Brutus?
Does Antony tell the Conspirators that he found fault in Caesar?

After Antony praises Caesar and says goodbye to him, he invites the conspirators to act. What does he
invite them to do?

When Antony invites them to "fulfill [their] pleasure," he is making a thinly veiled attack on their
character. What cruel accusation is he making about their character?

Speculate: Does Antony expect the conspirators to do as he asks at this point?

Brutus explains their crime by speaking of "pity." Speculate as to what he means to accomplish by saying
that it was "pity" that killed Caesar.

At the end of that same speech, Brutus speaks reassuring words to Antony. Formulate a brief argument as
to why those words might be considered a lie.

Cassius then adds his reassurance. In it, he shows that he has made a mistaken assumption about Mark
Antony's main concerns. What is Cassius's mistaken assumption?

Read again to the end of the scene and then answer this question: What actually is Antony's main concern
from the moment he enters the presence of Brutus, Cassius, and the other conspirators?

Brutus promises Antony that he will explain why he conspired to kill Caesar, but he will do so only after
he has "appeased" someone. Whom must he "appease"?

To "appease" means to calm down for the time being rather than to explain as one might to a worthy
friend. Brutus's here seems to be promising that he will explain the circumstances to Antony afterward in a
much more careful way. Why is his purpose of "appeasement" out of character for one who claims to be as
honorable as Brutus?
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After Antony shakes hands with the conspirators, he tells them they might define him by applying one of
two labels. What are those labels?

Speculate as to which of the two labels fits more appropriately, or find a better one if you can.

Next, Antony speaks to Caesar's spirit, apologizing for shaking hands with his killers. At the end of the
speech, which is really a conceit comparing the killing to a hunt, he compares Caesar to a slain animal.
What is the animal?

Antony uses a pun to suggest Caesar was much more than just prey in a hunt, but the most vital part of the
world. What two words does Antony use in his pun?

Cassius doesn't like the way Antony carries on about making the assassination look like a slaughter. He
demands to know the answer to one question from Antony. What is Cassius's question?

What is Antony's answer?

Brutus again promises that he will explain the reasons why Caesar needed to be killed. Does Brutus
supply those reasons now?

What request, regarding Caesar's funeral, does Antony now offer?

Does Brutus agree to Antony's request?

Who raises objections regarding Brutus's response to Antony's request?

Explain why Brutus thinks his decision will be more to their advantage than a danger to them.

Explain why Brutus's reasoning on this point is out of character for one as honorable as he professes to be.
What does Brutus forbid Antony to say in his funeral speech?

After the others exit the stage, and in his monologue with Caesar's body, Antony reveals that he has been
hiding a very different state of mind than he showed the conspirators. Name at least two details from his
speech that clearly indicate the truth of his state of mind.

What promise of revenge does Antony give to Caesar's body?

A messenger enters and Antony converses with him. Whom had Caesar invited to Rome in a letter?
What does Antony advise this person to do?

What reason does Antony give for his advice?

In the last six lines or so of the scene, Antony reveals that he is not certain what he will say yet to the
crowd. What does he plan to do during his speech before he decides exactly what to say?

Many versions of the play are available online and as downloadable copies.
Here is a useful annotated and reiterated version:
http://www.enotes.com/julius-caesar-text/

Here is a source of some good background info:
http://www.shakespeare-online.com/

ANSWERS:
AS 31

l.
2.

Trebonius (delivered by Decius)

will attend to it last
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3. makes Caesar appear unselfish, more interested in serving others; will serve himself last

11.
12.
13.
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15.
16.
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19.
20.
21.

22.
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24.

25.
26.

27.
28.
29.

Trebonius, Soothsayer, Artemidorus (director's choice - Any one of them might be so insistent as to be
clutching at Caesar)

is he mad? (probably concerning Artemidorus, although another of the characters playing the roles of
suitors could be directed to jostle Caesar, provoking the question)

Publius
wishes luck to Cassius in his "enterprise"
tells Brutus of his fear

their conspiracy has been discovered

. crowning of Caesar; crowning of someone other than Caesar; deposing of Caesar, without killing him;

proffering of "a suit that Caesar will not grant"; normal business of the senate [Popilius may be referring
to the assassination, but it is not clear that he knows of it. All sorts of distorted rumors may be floating
about. It is clear, however, that most Romans are taken by surprise with the killing.]

first to strike

distract Antony

offer a suit for the pardoning of his brother's crime

Publius Cimber, Metellus's brother

kicks him

deliver "a suit that Caesar will not grant" [Portia's words, AS 24]
kneels to Caesar

was very disturbed about his wife's dream; has worried greatly about the "ides of March," has changed his
mind several times about going to the Senate on this day

Despite fears and danger, he has pursued a consistent course of action.
Casca

yes, definitely; Caesar has banished the brother of one of them and kicked him for begging mercy. Caesar
has boasted about his personal perfection. Cassius despises Caesar personally for his past attitudes and
behavior.

Caesar utters the word, "fall, Caesar."
afraid of being killed by Caesar's friends; want the assassination to appear justified

power, the right to vote, the right to influence what happens in government [Enfranchisement seemed to
be disappearing under Caesar.]

Brutus

They would appear to be afraid if they did so. Brutus doesn't want that. He wants to appear confident and
in control.

Metellus
... see us here over Caesar's body

Don't provoke conflict by appearing to prepare for it.
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30

| sheet - next page.) Glance at their responses to other questions. | 31
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trucks or Improvised Explosive Devices. Kids will be working

32

— 1 hard doing close reading the first few times you try this. They = |——-33

—— because it will make their work far easier. Now, that is a

— Examine the questions. See if you're not doing these things: ——

— Core Standards. ——
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35

LIFE LESSON! 36
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Julius Caesar Act (1l
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1. Trebonius 1

2. deal with it last 2

=2 3

4. 4

5. is he maol? 5

6. Publius 6

> 7

. says he fears 8

9- 9
10. 10
11. first to stab 11
12. distract Antony 12
13. 13
14. 14
15. kicks him 15
16. 16
17. kneels 17
18. 18
19. 19
20. casca 20
21. Yyes 21
22. says "fall" after Brutus stabs 22
23. 23

24. 24
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Julius Caesar Study Guide Quiz
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21.

Julius Caesar Study Guide Quiz
Act IIT

. Popilius wishes Cassius luck on his "enterprise," then greets Caesar in a friendly, natural manner,

suggesting that he, Popilius, is either mistaken about the conspiracy's intentions or

A. in agreement with them B. against them C. totally insane D. wise E. a fool
Metellus either stands or bows in front of Caesar and asks for a favor regarding his brother. Caesar calls him
a A. pig B. friend C. Roman D. statesman E. dog

The stage instructions implied in the dialogue call for Caesar to do this to Metellus:

A.embrace him  B. shake hands  C.stareathim  D. kick him  E. turn away

Who is first to deliver the "suit that Caesar shall not grant"?

A.Brutus B. Cinna C. Metellus D. Casca  E. Cassius

(T-F) Caesar claims to be as "constant as the Northern Star." His previous conversations with his wife
suggest that he is just as "constant" as he claims to be.

(T-F) The fact that Caesar denied his fears and the fears of his wife indicate that he is, in some respects,
"constant" after all.

According to the assassination plans, who evidently signals the actual stabbing of Caesar?

A.Brutus B. Cinna C. Metellus D. Casca  E. Cassius

What is that signal?

A. pointing B. a loud voice C. a gesture of respect D. an embrace  E. eye movement
Who stabs Caesar first?

A.Brutus B. Cinna C. Metellus D. Casca  E. Cassius

Who stabs last?

A.Brutus B. Cinna C. Metellus D. Casca  E. Cassius

(T-F) Caesar remains standing throughout the attack, and falls only after the last strike.

How does the reader know when Caesar falls and dies?

A. Caesar says so  B. Brutus says so C. There are no indications when Caesar falls.

D. Caesar falls and gets up again at least twice during the attack. ~ E. Caesar runs and dies off stage.
Who gives the order to run and spread news of the event immediately?

A.Brutus B. Cinna C. Metellus D. Casca  E. Cassius

Who stops them from running to spread the news?

A.Brutus B. Cinna C. Metellus D. Casca  E. Cassius

What detail from Calpurnia's dream becomes a reality after the assassination?

A. the speeches by Brutus and Antony B. the washing of hands in blood C. fear of the mob

D. civil war E. smiling, happy faces

(T-F) Characters on stage discuss ways in which the events surrounding the assassination will one day be
performed in dramatic plays.

Who warns that Antony is dangerous?

A.Brutus B. Cinna C. Metellus D. Casca  E. Cassius

(T-F) Antony eventually gets revenge for the murder of Caesar, but most likely, he has no plans for revenge
until he actually sees his friend's body.

(T-F) Brutus, the logical stoic, presents the crowd a logical argument for having assassinated Caesar.
(T-F) In an effort to convince the crowd that the assassins were dishonorable, Antony selects and presents to
them several facts, and then invites them to compare and contrast his words with those of Brutus.

As Antony delivers his speech, it is clear that he

A. has prepared it with care, and sticks to it exactly  B. is totally unprepared C. is afraid

D. does not really want the crowd to turn violent E. pays careful attention to their reactions
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22. Before turning violent, the crowd demands A. to hear Caesar's will B. to see Caesar's body
C. to finish the funeral D. all of these E. none of these

ESSAY QUESTIONS (100 words minimum):

1. The crowd intends to kill Cinna, the poet. Let us presume the poet to be a seeker of truth and the voice of
reason (as perhaps Shakespeare saw himself). What thematic message is Shakespeare creating with this

scene?

2. Where is honor at the end of Act I1I? Which of the characters stands for honor, if anyone? Provide evidence
to support your opinion.
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ESSAY RESPONSES WILL VARY. SOME WILL REVEAL SURPRISING INSIGHT AND ALTERNATIVE
INTERPRETATIONS. SEE STUDY GUIDE FOR POSSIBLE ESSAY RESPONSES.
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Act
Julius Caesar Study Guide Quiz
Answer Sheet

. 6. 1. 16.
2. 7. 2. 17.
3. 8. 3. 18.
4. 9. 14. 19.
5. 10. 15. 20

ESSAY QUESTIONS

Number your responses and answer below, on back, or on a separate sheet:
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