Analyzing Setting in a Story

  Title of Selection: __________________________________ Author: __________________________________________
	Questions to Ask About Setting 
	Evidence from story 

	1. What is the setting?  Historical Period?  Country of locale? Season of the year?  Weather?  Time of Day? What are the sights? Sounds? Smells? Tastes? What other details establish a sense of place?
	  

	2. Are the characters in conflict with the setting?  What do the characters want?  Does the setting keep them from getting what they want?
	  

	3. What does the setting tell us about the characters?  What feelings or attitudes do the characters reveal toward the setting?  Fear? Pleasure? Challenge? Dislike? Respect? Other feelings or attitudes?
	  

	4. How would you describe the atmosphere or mood created by the setting?  Is it gloomy?  Cheerful?  Mysterious?  Threatening?  Other descriptions?
	  


The setting of a story can be an integral part of the story, meaning that without that specific setting, the story would not work.  If the story can take place anywhere, then it is considered backdrop.  
Analyzing Point of View

1. Who is the narrator? 
2. From which of the following four points of view is the story told: third person omniscient, third person limited, third person dramatic, or first-person?   What evidence from the story proves the point of view you have chosen?
3. What does the narrator know that no one else knows? 

4. What does the narrator not know? 

5. What are the narrator’s biases, if any? 

6. How does the point of view affect the way you feel about the characters? Does it make you sympathize more with one character than with another? 

 
Determining Methods of Characterization 
	Methods of Characterization
	Examples from the Selection and What They Reveal about the Characters

	Indirect Characterization Evidence

	 The writer describes how the character looks and dresses.  Physical descriptions
	

	The character is revealed through his or her own speech.  How does he/she talk? What does that tell us about them?
	  

	The character’s private thoughts are revealed.  Are they thinking the same way they are acting?
	  

	The writer shows what the character does – how he or she acts.  Do the actions tell us what kind of person he/she is?
	 

	The writer reveals what other characters in the story say or think about the character.  Do other characters like, trust, believe, in this character?
	  

	Direct Characterization Evidence

	The writer directly states what kind of person the character is: sneaky, honest, evil, innocent, and so on.
	  


Classifying Character Worksheet

Classify the characters and list reasons why.  Give specific examples.

	Round
Character:

Character:
	Flat
Character:

Character

	Static
Character:

Character
	Dynamic
Character:

Character


Questions to Ask about Theme:

1. Is the title informative?  What does it mean or suggest?  Did the meaning seem to change after you read the story; if so, why? 
2. State the theme in a single sentence
3. How does the theme reinforce or oppose popular notions of life? How does the theme provide a new insight or refresh and/or deepen an old one?  Explain.  
4. What certain passages - dialogue or description - seem to you to point especially toward the theme? Why?
5.   What literary elements does the author use to help the reader see his/her theme?  Explain how the author does this.
