
Study guide:  The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

I. “A Woman on the Street” pgs. 3-5

1. Who is the “woman on the street” after whom the section is named?

2. What does the narrator see out of the window of a taxi when she is on her way to a party?

3. When the narrator returns to her apartment after seeing the “woman on the street”, how does she feel when she looks around her apartment and sees all her beautiful things?  

    Why does she feel this way?

4. When the narrator meets her mother at a Chinese restaurant, she asks her mother what she could do to help her, what is her mother’s reply?

5. What type of person is Jeannette?

6. What is significant about the last line “’Just tell the truth,’ Mom said. ‘That’s simple enough’” (5)?

II. “The Desert” pgs. 9-125

7. What is the three year old author doing when the section begins?

8. What does the narrator try for the first time while in the hospital?   What does her mother think of it?

9. For how long is Jeannette in the hospital?

10. What is the irony in Jeannette’s father’s words “You don’t have to worry anymore baby.  You’re safe now.” when he is taking her from the hospital without her doctor’s permission?

11. With what does Jeannette become fascinated after she comes home from the hospital?

12. What happened to the family cat, Quixote?

13. When the family has to get out of town quickly, what does Jeannette’s dad calls it?
14. With what unusual item did Jeannette’s father once fix a TV?

15. From where does the title of the book come?

16. Who is Mary Charlene?

17. What does Rex’s reaction to Mary Charlene’s death tell you about his character?  Explain.

18. What is the funny term that Rex uses for Jeannette’s nose after she falls out of the family car and injures herself on the side of the road?

19. What strange gift does Rex give to his children on year for Christmas when money is tight?

20. In Battle Mountain, Jeannette started a collection of what?
21. In Battle Mountain, Jeannette and her brother, Brian, played in a place they called “the woods”, what was it really?

22. What was the family’s ugliest pet?

23. In what way did the Walls family have the concept of the food chain being illustrated right in their own home?

24. After a big fight between her parents, Jeannette’s mother gets a job as a _________________?
25. What was the name of the neighborhood where the Walls family lived in Battle Mountain?

26. Who is the boy with the lop-sided head who wants to be Jeannette’s boyfriend.

27. Why does the Walls family have to “do the skedaddle” from Battle Mountain?

28. What unexpected news does Jeannette receive from Rose Mary in the car on the way to Phoenix?

 29. What is Rex’s nickname for Jeannette?  Why?  (After you have finished the book come back to this question and explain why this nickname is very appropriate for Jeannette considering all that she has experienced in her life.)
30. What does Jeannette ask her dad for on her 10th birthday?  Does she get it?  Explain.

III. “Welch” pgs. 129-241

31. Why were Jeannette and Brian placed in a special class for students with learning disabilities when they enrolled in school in Welch, West Virginia?

32. What type of sandwich does Erma send for Jeannette’s lunch on the first day of school in Welch?

33. How does Jeannette’s bullying by a group of girls at school finally come to an end?

34. What did Jeannette try to do to fix up the house at 93 Little Hobart Street?  How did it turn out?  How did she feel about it?

35. Jeannette’s mother said “Welch was the ________________________________ town she’d ever seen.”

36. What were some of Jeannette’s favorite books?  List them.  Why did she particularly like these books?

37. What does Jeannette have to do one night when her dad comes home after “getting in a fight with a mountain”?

38. What is Oz?  What happens to Oz?  How does this effect Jeannette, Lori and Brian?

39. How is Lori able to leave Welch and go to New York City?

40. What celebrity does Jeannette get to interview for The Maroon Wave?  What is Rex’s reaction to this?

41. What does Rex use to try to convince Jeannette not to go to New York?

42. Who accompanies Jeannette to the bus station the morning she leaves for New York?

43. What does Rex give Jeannette as a going away present when she goes to New York?

IV. “New York City” pgs. 245-281

44. How does Jeannette first learn that her parents have moved to New York- without really knowing it?

45. What keeps Jeannette from explaining her position on homelessness when she is challenged by Professor Fuchs?

46. How does Jeannette’s father feel about her getting her college education?  Cite at least two specific examples to support your position.

47. What was the event that sort of “broke” the family apart?

48. What was the feeling that Jeannette had for about a year after Rex died?

V. “Thanksgiving” pg. 285-288

49. When Lori says “Now, no recriminations.” to Brian, what does she mean?  Explain.

Analysis

50. What is the most memorable scene in the book for you?  Why?  Explain.

51. What is the most shocking scene in the book to you?  Why?  Explain.

52. What is the most inspiring scene in the book to you?  Why?  Explain.

53. What is the funniest scene in the book to you?  Why?  Explain.

54.  Rex Walls often asked his children, “Have I ever let you down?”  Why was this question (and the required “No, Dad” response) so important for him- for his kids?  On what occasions did he actually come through for them?

55. Jeannette’s mother says that no matter what “life with your father was never boring”  What kind of man was Rex Walls?  What were his strengths, his weaknesses, his flaws and contradictions?

56. Discuss Rose Mary Walls.  What kind of woman is she?  What are her strengths, weaknesses, flaws and contradictions?  What do you think about her description of herself as an “excitement addict”?

57. Were you surprised to learn that, as adults, Jeannette and her siblings remained close to their parents?  Why do you think this is?

58. What character traits- both good and bad- do you think Jeannette inherited from her parents? 

59. Rex Walls seemed sort of like Jeannette’s hero.  Did he deserve this title?  Why or why not?

60. Who did you think was worse- Rose Mary or Rex?  Why?  Explain.

61. Do you think that Rex and Rose Mary loved their children?  Why or why not?  Use specific examples from the text to support your position.
           Answer Key Study guide: The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
I. “A Woman on the Street”  pgs. 3-5

1. The woman on the street is the author’s mother, Rose Mary Walls. (pg. 3)

2. The narrator’s mother is digging through a dumpster. (pg. 3)

3. Guilty, ashamed because she has so much while her parents live on the street. (pg. 4)

4. “ I could use an electrolysis treatment.”  (pg. 5)

5. ans vary
6. The story begins after this – she does tell the truth (as far as we know), but it isn’t really simple to Jeannette or us.  It probably is for her mother.

II. “The Desert” pgs. 9-12

7.  Cooking hot dogs  (pg. 9)

8. Chewing gum.  Her mother thinks it is disgusting and low class to chew gum. (pg. 12)

9. 6 weeks (pg. 14)

10. Jeannette’s home is probably the least safe place for her, the hospital is definitely safer.  (pg. 14)
11. Fire  (pg. 15)

12. Jeannette’s father threw it out the window when it was growling and scratching at Jeannette’s face in the car.  (pg. 17)

13. “doing the skedaddle”  (pg. 17)

14. A macaroni noodle  (pg. 22)

15. Jeannette’s father intends to build a “Glass Castle” in the desert.  He has architectural plans drawn and has made all sorts of calculations.  (pg. 25)

16. Jeannette’s older sister who died at 9 months (crib death)  (pg. 28)

17. Rex is the one who found Mary Charlene dead in her crib and when he did he cradled her little body in his arms and then screamed like a wounded animal.  Jeannette’s mother said that after Mary Charlene’s death, Rex started having dark moods, staying out late and coming home drunk and began losing jobs.  This reaction to the child’s death reveals Rex’s vulnerability, his intense love for his children and his lack of resilience.
18. Snot locker (pg. 31)

19. A star.  He takes them each out into the desert and tells them to pick out a star as their Christmas gift.  Jeannette chooses Venus, which is a planet, not a star, but he tells her she can have it anyway since it is Christmas.  (pg. 40)

20. Rock (pg. 59)

21. A junkyard (pg. 60)

22. An injured buzzard named Buster (pg. 64)

23. Jeannette’s mom refused to kill the flies in the house because they were food for the pet birds and lizards, the birds and lizards were food for the cats etc.  (pg. 64)

24. Teacher (pg 73)

25. The Tracks (pgs. 58 and 81)

26. Billy Deel  (pg. 81-82)

27. Billy Deel comes to the Walls’ house and shoots at Jeannette and her siblings with a BB gun, so the Walls children get their father’s real gun and shoot at Billy with it.  The police come and tell the Walls to report to the Magistrate’s office, so they skip town.  (pg 89)

28. That Grandma Smith was dead.  (pg. 92)

29. Mountain Goat.  He called her that because she never fell down when they were climbing mountains.  He said she was as sure footed as a mountain goat.  (pg. 36)  This nickname fits Jeannette well because she covered a lot of rocky terrain (difficult times) in her life and still came out standing on her feet.  She and all of her siblings except Maureen seem to be very resilient and able to bounce back when they are faced with tough times.
Answer Key Reading guide: The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls (continued)

30. Jeannette asks her father to quit drinking.  Yes.  He has a very hard time stopping- he even has to tie himself to the bed because his delirium is so powerful.  He stays sober for about 6 months (from Spring to early Fall)  (pg. 116)

III. “Welch”  pgs. 129-241
31. Because the principal of the school in Welch asks them to multiply 8X7 and they can’t understand him because of his accent, so they don’t know what he is asking them.  Their mother translates and the children answer correctly, but the principal doesn’t understand their answer because of their accents, so he assumes they are “slow”.  Also none of their school records from Phoenix followed them.  (pgs. 136-137)

32. Lard and Wonderbread  (pg. 138)

33. Jeannette rescues a little boy who is being terrorized by a dog and carries the little boy home on her back.  Dinitia Hewitt,the ring leader of the girls who are bullying Jeannette, is the little boy’s neighbor and she sees Jeannette bring the little boy home.  This changes Dinitia’s attitude about Jeannette.  (pg. 142)
34. Jeannette used some yellow paint that her dad brought home to paint the house.  She only painted as high as she could reach because they didn’t have a ladder.  Before she could finish the temperature dropped and the paint froze and was ruined.  Jeannette was really disappointed because the house looked patchy and uglier than before and she thought that people would think “that the people who lived inside the house wanted to fix it up but lacked the gumption to get the work done.”  (pgs. 157-158)
35. Fightingest  (pg. 164)

36. The Grapes of Wrath, Lord of the Flies, and A Tree Grows in Brooklyn  She likes these books because they all involved people dealing with hardships- she could relate to them, particularly Francie Nolan in A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 

(pg. 168)

37. Stitch up a big gash in her father’s arm with a sewing needle and black cotton thread.  (pg. 169)

38. Oz is the plastic piggy bank that Jeannette buys to save her money in (her escape fund).  Soon Lori and Brian are earning money to put in Oz to add to the escape fund.  One day Jeannette goes to put a few dollars she earned babysitting in the bank and finds it cut open and lying on the floor empty.  The children know that it was their father who stole their money, but there is nothing they can do about it.  They feel betrayed and very defeated, but they start over again with determination.  (pg. 224-228)
39. Mrs. Sanders, a lady Jeannette babysits for offers to take Jeannette with her 
family to Iowa for the summer as their babysitter and tells her that at the end of the summer she will pay her $200 and buy her a bus ticket back to Welch.  Jeannette convinces Mrs. Sanders to take Lori instead and buy her a bus ticket to New York City at the end of the summer.

40. Chuck Yeager- a famous pilot who was the first to break the sound barrier.  Chuck Yeager is one of Rex’s personal heroes and Rex is very excited for Jeannette.  Rex writes Jeannette’s interview questions for her and helps her practice for the interview.

41. The old blueprints of the Glass Castle and promises to build it.  (pg. 238)

42. Rex  (pg. 240)

43. His favorite jackknife- horn handle and blue German steel blade  (pg. 240)

IV. “New York City” pgs. 245-281

44. She hears on the radio about a van breaking down on the highway and spilling furniture everywhere.  Later her mom calls to say they have moved to NYC (pg. 253)
Answer Key Reading guide: The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls (continued)
45. The book never really states a reason, but probably because Jeannette was intensely sensitive about her family situation and didn’t want to tell the professor and the class exactly how and why she knew so much about homelessness.  Jeannette tried to hide her background during this period of her life, she was embarrassed by it. (pg. 257)

46. He is thrilled about it and very proud of her and was very actively interested in her college education.  
*pg. 258 “…dropping out would break Dad’s heart.  He was immensely proud that he had a daughter in college, and an Ivy League college at that.  Every time he met someone new, he managed to work it into the first few minutes of conversation.”   
*pg. 264 “In August, Dad called to go over my course selection for the fall semester.  He also wanted to discuss some of the books on the reading lists.  Since he’d come to New York, he’d been borrowing my assigned books from the public library.  He read every single one, he said, so he could answer any questions I might have.” 
* pg. 264  Jeannette’s father gives her $950 in cash and a mink coat to pawn so that she can pay her tuition. “ When he asked me what courses I had signed up for, I said, “I’m thinking about dropping out.”  “The hell you are,” Dad said. … I needed another thousand and had no way to come up with it...

       45. When Maureen stabbed Rose Mary. (pg. 277) “We hadn’t gotten together since

              Maureen’s arraignment.  Something in all of us broke that day, and afterward, 

              we no longer had the spirit for family gatherings.”

 46. She always wanted to be on the move; unsettled.  (pgs. 280-281)

V. “Thanksgiving”  pgs. 285-288

        47. “recrimination” means to charge in return; to countercharge   She probably means that it 

               is not helpful to lay blame since Rex is not there to defend himself and since it all 

               happened so long ago.

        Analysis (answers will vary in this section because the questions are open ended)
        48-51  Opinion questions, so answers will vary.
        52. It was important to his self esteem, helped to keep him from feeling like a complete 

              failure.   It was probably important to his children because it helped them to keep a little 

              bit of faith in their father.  Rex and the children were lying to themselves a little bit to 

              make themselves feel normal and safe.  Rex came through for the children on quite a few 

              occasions, for example, he bought the children bicycles with his first paycheck in 

              Phoenix, he let them pick out a star for Christmas, he taught them a lot of things 

              (physics, geology etc.), he gave Jeannette money for her college tuition, he tried to quit 

              drinking because Jeannette asked him to.
        53. Rex was a very intelligent man who loved his family, but was haunted by demons he     

              could not control.  He was probably sexually abused by his mother (based on Erma’s 

              behavior with Brian and Rex’s reaction to it), which was more than likely the basis of his 

              emotional issues.  He was caring and sensitive (based on his reaction to Mary Charlene’s 

              death and some of his interactions with the children, particularly Jeannette).  He was an 

              alcoholic.  He was irresponsible when it came to caring for his family’s needs.  He was 

              optimistic and a dreamer (based on his plans for the Glass Castle).  He was brave and 

              adventurous.
       54. Rose Mary is intelligent, artistic, tough, adventurous, rebellious, a dreamer, unrealistic, 
             cold, selfish and self centered. She reads prolifically and is apparently a talented artist. 

             She weathers a lot of hard times with Rex, yet sticks with him.  She enjoys moving 

             around from place to place and based on the information about her mother, she was a 

             rebellious young girl who wanted to be the opposite of her mother.  She is unrealistic 

             about things, such as asking Jeannette for an electrolysis treatment when she is living on 

             the streets.  Rose Mary’s attitude about her children and particularly the death of Mary 

             Charlene shows a certain coldness and detachment.  Rose Mary does not really want to be 

             bothered with taking care of her children, she feels that the things she has to do and wants 

             to do are more important.  She excuses her selfish behavior by stating that she is helping 

             her children and making them strong by making them fend for themselves and learn to 

             care for themselves.  There were many times she could have relieved the suffering of the 

             family by selling some of her jewelry or land, but refused to do so.  She spent money on 

             art supplies and other things for herself while the children went without food, clothing, 

             proper shelter and health care.  She is more responsible than Rex, at least she doesn’t 

             leave home for days at a time or come home drunk, but cannot be considered a good or 

             responsible parent.

       55. Opinion question- answers will vary

       56. Good: intelligence, tenacity, adventurous spirit, optimism

              Bad: ?  perhaps she has some scars caused by her parents, not necessarily inherited from 

                       them  
        57. Opinion question- answers will vary

        58. Opinion question- answers will vary

        59. Opinion question- answers will vary

