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Characters:
Mama (Lena)
Walter

Beneatha

Ruth

Travis

George Murchison

Joseph Asagai

Carl Lindner

Mrs. Johnson

Bobo

Willy
Act I, Scene One

Summary  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions 
1. Describe the Youngers’ apartment.
2. Why does Walter ask Ruth what was wrong with her?

3. How much money does Walter give to Travis?

4. Why is Ruth upset when Walter gave Travis the money

5. Why does Walter say, “Damn my eggs…damn all the eggs that ever was!”?
6. Who is Beneatha and why does she say she will not marry George?

7. How much money is Mama going to receive and why?

8. In what type of business does Walter want to invest?
9. Who are Willy and Bobo?

10. What happens to Ruth at the end of Act I Scene One?
Act I, Scene I
The Younger Apartment

Time: Sometime between 1945 and 1958

Place: Southside Chicago

A Raisin in the Sun takes place entirely in the Younger home. Although people come and go, the audience only sees what goes on inside their apartment. 
Directions: 

· Read the introduction, and draw a layout of the Younger apartment. 

· You must include: Living Room, Kitchen area (include the one small window), bedroom on left, bedroom on right, and the shared bathroom.

· Additional details (such the furnishings and who is in what room, etc.) should also be included.

Act I, Scene Two

Summary  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions 

1. Who is Jospeh Asagai?

2. What does Ruth find out at the doctor’s office?
3. Why is Asagai’s present to Beneatha appropriate?
4. Why is Asagai’s nickname appropriate?
5. What does Mama say is “dangerous?”
6. Where does Ruth actually go instead of the doctor’s office?

7. Why does Mama call Walter a disgrace to his father’s memory?
Bio Poem Activity 
Act I, Scene II
INSTRUCTIONS: 
Hansberry’s dynamic characterization is one of the most striking elements in her play. Choose a character (Walter Lee, Ruth, Mama, or Beneatha), and write a 10-line Bio Poem that captures his or her role in the play. Go beyond the obvious—what does your character dream about? Does he or she work for personal benefit or the good of the family? In 10 lines, try to describe clearly your character to someone who has not read the play.

Bio Poem Outline:

Line 1: First Name
Line 2: Four descriptive traits (adjectives)
Line 3: Sibling, Husband, Wife, Mother, etc. of...
Line 4: Lover of … 3 things

Line 5: Who feels… 3 things
Line 6: Who needs... 3 things
Line 7: Who fears... 3 things
Line 8: Who would like to ... 3 things
Line 9: Resident of... City, State
Line 10: Last Name
Example:
Walter

Quiet, Timid, Imaginative, Inscrutable to the last 


              Husband of Mrs. Mitty


Lover of action, adventure, freedom

Who feels trapped, aimless, like a child.

Who needs independence, a place to daydream, not to have his temperature taken

 Who fears authority, embarrassment, the wrath of his wife

Who would someday like to be a surgeon, a naval commander, or anything other than himself

 Resident of Waterbury, Connecticut

Mitty

Your Poem:
Act II, Scene One

Summary  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions
1. What is Beneatha’s family doing when George came in?
2. What are “assimilationist Negroes?”
3. What does Mama do with her money?
4. What is Walter’s reaction to Mama’s purchase? Ruth’s reaction?

Act II, Scene Two

Summary  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions

1. How does Ruth find out Walter has not been going to work?

2. Where has Walter been going instead of work?

3. What does Mama do for Walter?

Character Letter
Instructions:

Choose any character from the play to write a letter to another character.  

Requirements: 


· Write the letter as if it had actually been written by the character you choose.

· Must be relevant to the play

· Address an issue of importance, such as racial prejudice, money issues, family problems, etc.

Example:

Dear Dad,

I know about you and Mama always fightin’. Gallee, Dad, I ain’t stupid; I hear the patronizing tone of your voice when you two are in the same room. Why is it that you are either drunk or gone? Don’t be thinking you’re vindicated from parenthood just because you may not get money. That money belongs to Grandmamma and she has the right to be tentative with her decision.

You know, I’m also kinda upset about the whole “bus driver” thing. You and Grandmamma is always tellin’ me to follow my dreams. So what if my dream is to be a bus driver? You drive a car all day, and boy, is it a sweet ride. I want some wheels of my very own someday. I picture sinuous roads and my autonomous control over that autobus. Imagine the pandemonium the boys downstairs would make if they saw me behind the wheel of a bright yellow bus!

I’m sorry to tell you this stuff, I’m sorry to tell you in a letter, and I’m sorry to sound so contemptible, but I wanted to be as discreet as possible. I wish you would be less implacable and more disarming. 

Your son, 

Travis

Dear _________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Sincerely,
_________________________________
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Mama’s Plant
	Despite
the hunger
we cannot
possess
more
than
this:
Peace
in a garden
of
our own.


Alice Walker
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A symbol is an object (usually something physical) that stands for something else (usually intangible). 

Instructions: 
1. Read pages: 39, 52-3, 121, 139, and 151. What do these scenes have in common? What words are used to describe Mama?

2. Do you think Mama’s plant serves as a symbol for something else? Why or why not?

3. How does Mama’s plant relate to the idea of an American Dream?

4. Read Alice Walker’s short poem above. What does she mean by “hunger”? How might this poem explain Mama’s love for her plant?

Act II, Scene Three

Summary  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions

1. Who is Karl Lindner, and why does he visit the Younger’s house?

2. What is Walter’s reaction to Lindner?

3. What present does Mama get?

4. What news does Bobo bring to Walter?
Act III

Summary  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Questions
1. Why doesn’t Beneatha want to be a doctor anymore?
2. How does Asagai define “idealists” and “realists?”
3. What does Asagai ask Beneatha to do?
4. What fault does Mama find with herself?
5. What solution does Walter have?
6. Why doesn’t Walter take the money Lindner offered?
7. Do the Youngers stay or move?
Plot Diagram
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Introduction

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rising Action

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Climax
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
falling action 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Character Map, Act I – Act III
Among many things, Raisin is a play about relationships. Show how each character relates to one another using the map on the next page.

Instructions: In each box, write at least 2 adjectives that describe your character. On each line, write out the relationship between the characters, and also indicate the following:

$: if you think this relationship is affected by money




(  : If you think this relationship is affected by racial issues.

Example:

[image: image4.emf]Walter Lee Younger


Ruth Younger


Travis


Willie Harris


Bobo


Joseph Asagai


George Murchison


Beneatha Younger


Mama (Lena) Younger


Mr. Linder
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