Independent and Dependent Clauses Cheat Sheet

Tips: Independent Clause- this clause can stand alone. If you think of an independent person, this is someone who doesn’t need anyone else. The same is true for an independent clause. This clause sounds like a complete sentence on its own. Any time you have a comma followed by one of the FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so), you will have an independent clause.

Dependent Clause- this clause can not stand alone. If you think of someone who’s a dependent person, this is someone who needs other people to succeed. The same is true for the dependent clause. The dependent clause does not make sense on its own. It doesn’t form a complete thought. You will see a subordinating conjunction, also known as a dependent marker, before a dependent clause. Some examples of subordinating conjunctions are: because, although, until, after, when, which, whenever, etc.

Reminder: You must have a subject and a verb to have a clause. If there is no subject or no verb or neither, you do not have a clause. You have a phrase.
