3: Subject Matter Unit

Content Area: Art

Course(s): Studio Art I

Time Period: 3rd Marking Period
Length: 12 Weeks

Status: Published

Unit Overview

In this unit, the students will be learn about how the usage of and selection of subject matter can affect their
work. The students will learn about subject matter through vetting subjects that have aesthetic value, social
and cultural implications, and personal relevance.

Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to:

-choose subject matter for their art that reflects social or cultural implications, personal relevance, or aesthetic
value based on the Elements of Art and Principles of Design

-study a work of art in order to understand the story behind the composition, and relate the strategies used in
their own works

-find aesthetic value in everyday items to find points of interest in composition

Meaning

Understandings

Students will understand that...
- art is a visual literacy that can be read in images, without words
-viewers can draw conclusions on a work of art through technical proficiency and subject matter

-aesthetic value can be found in seemingly ordinary objects, which in conjunction with the Elements of Art
and Principles of Design, can lead to a successful work of art



Essential Questions

Students will keep considering...
-What audience will be attracted to the subject I have chosen?
-Is the subject matter relevant to my culture or the people of another culture?

-Is there anything visually interesting about the subject, or the presentation of the subject in my composition?

Application of Knowledge and Skill

Students will know...

Students will know...
-that subject matter can affect the message of the work produced

-that subject matter can represent an observation, opinion, or story on a visual level

Students will be skilled at...

Students will be skilled at...
-researching subject matter based on personal relevance, aesthetic value, and social/cultural implications

-using the subject matter of their composition to tell a story to the viewer



Academic Vocabulary

Aesthetic value

Visual literacy

Learning Goal

The students will be able to synthesize an event or series of events into a composition in order to tell a story.

The students will be able to rationalize the importance of a subject based on cultural implication, personal
relevance, and aesthetic value based on the Elements of Art and Principles of Design.
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Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.

Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
Demonstrate creativity and innovation.

Employ valid and reliable research strategies.

Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Translate literary, musical, theatrical, and dance compositions by using them as
stimulus/inspiration for corresponding visual artworks.

Common themes exist in artwork from a variety of cultures across time and are
communicated through metaphor, symbolism, and allegory.

Stimuli for the creation of artworks can come from many places, including other arts
disciplines.

Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world cultures
throughout history.

Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on
societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras.

Cultural and historical events impact art-making as well as how audiences respond to
works of art.

Access to the arts has a positive influence on the quality of an individual’s lifelong learning,
personal expression, and contributions to community and global citizenship.

Synthesize the elements of art and principles of design in an original portfolio of two- and
three-dimensional artworks that reflects personal style and a high degree of technical
proficiency and expressivity.

Produce an original body of artwork in one or more art mediums that demonstrates
mastery of visual literacy, methods, techniques, and cultural understanding.

Organize an exhibit of personal works of visual art that convey a high level of
understanding of how the expression of ideas relates to the art media, art mediums, and
techniques used.

Analyze the syntax and compositional and stylistic principles of two- and three-
dimensional artworks in multiple art media (including computer-assisted artwork), and
interpret themes and symbols suggested by the artworks.
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VPA.1.4.12.B.1
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Identify the styles and artistic processes used in the creation of culturally and historically
diverse two- and three-dimensional artworks, and emulate those styles by creating an
original body of work.

Culturally and historically diverse art media, art mediums, techniques, and styles impact
originality and interpretation of the artistic statement.

The artist’s understanding of the relationships among art media, methodology, and visual
statement allows the artist to use expressionism, abstractionism (nonobjective art),
realism/naturalism, impressionism, and other genre styles to convey ideas to an audience.

Artists interpret/render themes using traditional art media and methodologies as well as
new art media and methodologies.

Two- and three-dimensional artworks can be rendered culturally specific by using the
tools, techniques, styles, materials, and methodologies that are germane to a particular
cultural style.

Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and to
discern the cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.

Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing
embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis.

Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four arts
disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical significance,
craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for assigning value to the works.

Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, intellectual,
and kinesthetic responses to artwork.

Recognition of fundamental elements within various arts disciplines (dance, music,
theatre, and visual art) is dependent on the ability to decipher cultural implications
embedded in artworks.

Contextual clues within artworks often reveal artistic intent, enabling the viewer to
hypothesize the artist’s concept.

Artistic styles, trends, movements, and historical responses to various genres of art evolve
over time.

Criteria for assessing the historical significance, craftsmanship, cultural context, and
originality of art are often expressed in qualitative, discipline-specific arts terminology.

Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and
observation of the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to
evaluate works of dance, music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from diverse
cultural contexts and historical eras.

Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or presentation of a
work of art, as well as how the context in which a work is performed or shown may impact
perceptions of its significance/meaning.

Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the influence of
technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for consumers, creators, and
performers around the world.

Archetypal subject matter exists in all cultures and is embodied in the formal and informal
aspects of art.

The cohesiveness of a work of art and its ability to communicate a theme or narrative can
be directly affected by the artist’s technical proficiency as well as by the manner and
physical context in which it is performed or shown.

Art and art-making reflect and affect the role of technology in a global society.



Target 1--(Identify Level of Difficulty)

SWBAT:

The students will be able to synthesize an event or series of events into a composition in order to tell a story

VPA.1.1.12.D.2 Translate literary, musical, theatrical, and dance compositions by using them as
stimulus/inspiration for corresponding visual artworks.

VPA.1.1.12.D.CS1 Common themes exist in artwork from a variety of cultures across time and are
communicated through metaphor, symbolism, and allegory.

VPA.1.1.12.D.CS2 Stimuli for the creation of artworks can come from many places, including other
arts disciplines.

VPA.1.3.12.D.1 Synthesize the elements of art and principles of design in an original portfolio of
two- and three-dimensional artworks that reflects personal style and a high
degree of technical proficiency and expressivity.

VPA.1.3.12.D.2 Produce an original body of artwork in one or more art mediums that
demonstrates mastery of visual literacy, methods, techniques, and cultural
understanding.

VPA.1.3.12.D.3 Organize an exhibit of personal works of visual art that convey a high level of
understanding of how the expression of ideas relates to the art media, art
mediums, and techniques used.

VPA.1.3.12.D.4 Analyze the syntax and compositional and stylistic principles of two- and three-
dimensional artworks in multiple art media (including computer-assisted artwork),
and interpret themes and symbols suggested by the artworks.

VPA.1.3.12.D.5 Identify the styles and artistic processes used in the creation of culturally and
historically diverse two- and three-dimensional artworks, and emulate those styles
by creating an original body of work.

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS2 Culturally and historically diverse art media, art mediums, techniques, and styles
impact originality and interpretation of the artistic statement.

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS3 The artist’s understanding of the relationships among art media, methodology,
and visual statement allows the artist to use expressionism, abstractionism
(nonobjective art), realism/naturalism, impressionism, and other genre styles to
convey ideas to an audience.

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS4 Artists interpret/render themes using traditional art media and methodologies as
well as new art media and methodologies.

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS5 Two- and three-dimensional artworks can be rendered culturally specific by using
the tools, techniques, styles, materials, and methodologies that are germane to a
particular cultural style.

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS1 Recognition of fundamental elements within various arts disciplines (dance, music,
theatre, and visual art) is dependent on the ability to decipher cultural
implications embedded in artworks.

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS2 Contextual clues within artworks often reveal artistic intent, enabling the viewer
to hypothesize the artist’s concept.



Target 2--(Identify Level of Difficulty)

SWBAT:

The students will be able to rationalize the importance of subject matter based on cultural implications

VPA.1.1.12.D.2

VPA.1.1.12.D.CS1

VPA.1.1.12.D.CS2

VPA.1.2.12.A.1

VPA.1.2.12.A.2

VPA.1.2.12.A.CS1

VPA.1.3.12.D.5

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS3

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS4

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS5

VPA.1.4.12.A.1

VPA.1.4.12.A.2

VPA.1.4.12.A.3

VPA.1.4.12.A4

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS1

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS2

Translate literary, musical, theatrical, and dance compositions by using them as
stimulus/inspiration for corresponding visual artworks.

Common themes exist in artwork from a variety of cultures across time and are
communicated through metaphor, symbolism, and allegory.

Stimuli for the creation of artworks can come from many places, including other
arts disciplines.

Determine how dance, music, theatre, and visual art have influenced world
cultures throughout history.

Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online)
on societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras.

Cultural and historical events impact art-making as well as how audiences respond
to works of art.

Identify the styles and artistic processes used in the creation of culturally and
historically diverse two- and three-dimensional artworks, and emulate those styles
by creating an original body of work.

The artist’s understanding of the relationships among art media, methodology,
and visual statement allows the artist to use expressionism, abstractionism
(nonobjective art), realism/naturalism, impressionism, and other genre styles to
convey ideas to an audience.

Artists interpret/render themes using traditional art media and methodologies as
well as new art media and methodologies.

Two- and three-dimensional artworks can be rendered culturally specific by using
the tools, techniques, styles, materials, and methodologies that are germane to a
particular cultural style.

Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and
to discern the cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual
art.

Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing
embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis.

Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the
four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical
significance, craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for
assigning value to the works.

Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional,
intellectual, and kinesthetic responses to artwork.

Recognition of fundamental elements within various arts disciplines (dance, music,
theatre, and visual art) is dependent on the ability to decipher cultural
implications embedded in artworks.

Contextual clues within artworks often reveal artistic intent, enabling the viewer
to hypothesize the artist’s concept.



VPA.1.4.12.A.CS3

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS4

VPA.1.4.12.B.1

VPA.1.4.12.B.2

VPA.1.4.12.B.3

VPA.1.4.12.B.CS1

VPA.1.4.12.B.CS2

VPA.1.4.12.B.CS3

Artistic styles, trends, movements, and historical responses to various genres of
art evolve over time.

Criteria for assessing the historical significance, craftsmanship, cultural context,
and originality of art are often expressed in qualitative, discipline-specific arts
terminology.

Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and
observation of the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to
evaluate works of dance, music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from
diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.

Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or
presentation of a work of art, as well as how the context in which a work is
performed or shown may impact perceptions of its significance/meaning.

Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the
influence of technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for
consumers, creators, and performers around the world.

Archetypal subject matter exists in all cultures and is embodied in the formal and
informal aspects of art.

The cohesiveness of a work of art and its ability to communicate a theme or
narrative can be directly affected by the artist’s technical proficiency as well as by
the manner and physical context in which it is performed or shown.

Art and art-making reflect and affect the role of technology in a global society.

Target 3--(Identify Level of Difficulty)

SWBAT:

The students will be able to rationalize the importance of subject matter based on personal relevance

VPA.1.1.12.D.2

VPA.1.1.12.D.CS1

VPA.1.1.12.D.CS2

VPA.1.2.12.A.2

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS2

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS3

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS4

VPA.1.4.12.A.2

Translate literary, musical, theatrical, and dance compositions by using them as
stimulus/inspiration for corresponding visual artworks.

Common themes exist in artwork from a variety of cultures across time and are
communicated through metaphor, symbolism, and allegory.

Stimuli for the creation of artworks can come from many places, including other
arts disciplines.

Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online)
on societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras.

Culturally and historically diverse art media, art mediums, techniques, and styles
impact originality and interpretation of the artistic statement.

The artist’s understanding of the relationships among art media, methodology,
and visual statement allows the artist to use expressionism, abstractionism
(nonobjective art), realism/naturalism, impressionism, and other genre styles to
convey ideas to an audience.

Artists interpret/render themes using traditional art media and methodologies as
well as new art media and methodologies.

Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing



VPA.14.12.A.3

VPA.1.4.12.A.4

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS2

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS3

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS4

VPA.14.12.B.1

VPA.1.4.12.B.2

VPA.1.4.12.B.3

VPA.1.4.12.B.CS1

VPA.1.4.12.B.CS2

VPA.1.4.12.B.CS3

embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis.

Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the
four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical
significance, craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for
assigning value to the works.

Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional,
intellectual, and kinesthetic responses to artwork.

Contextual clues within artworks often reveal artistic intent, enabling the viewer
to hypothesize the artist’s concept.

Artistic styles, trends, movements, and historical responses to various genres of
art evolve over time.

Criteria for assessing the historical significance, craftsmanship, cultural context,
and originality of art are often expressed in qualitative, discipline-specific arts
terminology.

Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and
observation of the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to
evaluate works of dance, music, theatre, visual, and multimedia artwork from
diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.

Evaluate how an artist’s technical proficiency may affect the creation or
presentation of a work of art, as well as how the context in which a work is
performed or shown may impact perceptions of its significance/meaning.

Determine the role of art and art-making in a global society by analyzing the
influence of technology on the visual, performing, and multimedia arts for
consumers, creators, and performers around the world.

Archetypal subject matter exists in all cultures and is embodied in the formal and
informal aspects of art.

The cohesiveness of a work of art and its ability to communicate a theme or
narrative can be directly affected by the artist’s technical proficiency as well as by
the manner and physical context in which it is performed or shown.

Art and art-making reflect and affect the role of technology in a global society.

Target 4--(Identify Level of Difficulty)

SWBAT:

The students will be able to rationalize the importance of subject matter based on aesthetic value based on the
Elements of Art and Principles of Design

VPA.1.1.12.D.1

VPA.1.1.12.D.CS2

VPA.1.2.12.A.2

Distinguish innovative applications of the elements of art and principles of design
in visual artworks from diverse cultural perspectives and identify specific cross-
cultural themes.

Stimuli for the creation of artworks can come from many places, including other
arts disciplines.

Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online)
on societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras.



VPA.1.2.12.A.CS1

VPA.1.2.12.A.CS2

VPA.1.3.12.D.1

VPA.1.3.12.D.2

VPA.1.3.12.D.4

VPA.1.3.12.D.5

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS2

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS3

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS4

VPA.1.3.12.D.CS5

VPA.1.4.12.A.1

VPA.1.4.12.A.2

VPA.1.4.12.A.3

VPA.1.4.12.A4

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS1

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS2

VPA.1.4.12.A.CS3

VPA.1.4.12.A.C54

Cultural and historical events impact art-making as well as how audiences respond
to works of art.

Access to the arts has a positive influence on the quality of an individual’s lifelong
learning, personal expression, and contributions to community and global
citizenship.

Synthesize the elements of art and principles of design in an original portfolio of
two- and three-dimensional artworks that reflects personal style and a high
degree of technical proficiency and expressivity.

Produce an original body of artwork in one or more art mediums that
demonstrates mastery of visual literacy, methods, techniques, and cultural
understanding.

Analyze the syntax and compositional and stylistic principles of two- and three-
dimensional artworks in multiple art media (including computer-assisted artwork),
and interpret themes and symbols suggested by the artworks.

Identify the styles and artistic processes used in the creation of culturally and
historically diverse two- and three-dimensional artworks, and emulate those styles
by creating an original body of work.

Culturally and historically diverse art media, art mediums, techniques, and styles
impact originality and interpretation of the artistic statement.

The artist’s understanding of the relationships among art media, methodology,
and visual statement allows the artist to use expressionism, abstractionism
(nonobjective art), realism/naturalism, impressionism, and other genre styles to
convey ideas to an audience.

Artists interpret/render themes using traditional art media and methodologies as
well as new art media and methodologies.

Two- and three-dimensional artworks can be rendered culturally specific by using
the tools, techniques, styles, materials, and methodologies that are germane to a
particular cultural style.

Use contextual clues to differentiate between unique and common properties and
to discern the cultural implications of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual
art.

Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology and citing
embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis.

Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the
four arts disciplines (dance, music, theatre, and visual art), using historical
significance, craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria for
assigning value to the works.

Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional,
intellectual, and kinesthetic responses to artwork.

Recognition of fundamental elements within various arts disciplines (dance, music,
theatre, and visual art) is dependent on the ability to decipher cultural
implications embedded in artworks.

Contextual clues within artworks often reveal artistic intent, enabling the viewer
to hypothesize the artist’s concept.

Artistic styles, trends, movements, and historical responses to various genres of
art evolve over time.

Criteria for assessing the historical significance, craftsmanship, cultural context,
and originality of art are often expressed in qualitative, discipline-specific arts
terminology.



Summative Assessment

e Art Projects
e Critique

e Written, Visual, and Oral Assessments

Formative Assessment and Performance Opportunities

e Practice worksheets/ Activites
e Presentation of material with discussion points

e Sketches

Differentiation / Enrichment

Students are provided opportunities to be successful through the use of written/verbal critique, teacher
monitoring/assessing, and peer critique. Students are also provided opportunities to be successful through the
use of practice, projects, and activites such as worksheets

Unit Resources

e Critique

¢ Internet Resources

e Physical and Projected Visual Examples
e Sketchbooks and Paper

e Various Art Mediums



