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UNIT RATIONALE
Before one can approach the concept of Modern Europe one must look at role the Black Death, 100 Years War, 
and the late Medieval Church help set the tone for major changes to come.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What relationships may be pointed out between the modern world and the Middle Ages? 

How did the disasters that afflicted European society in the 14th century set the stage for the Renaissance? 

What factors cause change in the political, economic, and demographic structures of a society? 

What happens when societies lose their faith in religious institutions?

How does a nation-state stand as a complete opposite to previous feudal styles of government?

What was the purpose of marriage, family, and children during this time?

STANDARDS

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: CONTENT AREA

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grades 9-12 - Social Studies (2020)

6.2.12.GeoHE.1.a:
Determine the role of natural resources, climate, and topography in European exploration, colonization, and 
settlement patterns.

6.2.12.EconGE.1.a:
Trace the movement of essential commodities (e.g., sugar, cotton) from Asia to Europe to America, and 
determine the impact trade on the New World’s economy and society.

6.2.12.EconGE.1.b:
Assess the role of mercantilism in stimulating European expansion through trade, conquest, and colonization.

6.2.12.HistoryCC.1.a:
Determine the extent to which various technologies, (e.g., printing, marine compass, cannonry, Arabic 
numerals) derived from Europe’s interactions with Islam and Asia provided the necessary tools for European 
exploration and conquest.



6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.a:
Determine the factors that led to the Reformation and the impact on European politics.

6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.b:
Explore the factors that laid the foundation for the Renaissance (i.e., Asian and Islamic, Ancient Greek and 
Roman innovations).

6.2.12.CivicsHR.6.a:
Evaluate the effectiveness of responses by governments and international organizations to tensions resulting 
from ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or nationalist differences

SOC.6.2.12.GeoHE.1.a Determine the role of natural resources, climate, and topography in European exploration, 
colonization, and settlement patterns. 

SOC.6.2.12.EconGE.1.a Compare and contrast the economic policies of China and Japan, and determine the 
impact these policies had on growth, the desire for colonies, and the relative positions of 
China and Japan within the emerging global economy. 

SOC.b6.2.12.EconGE.1.b Assess the role of mercantilism in stimulating European expansion through trade, 
conquest, and colonization. 

SOC.6.2.12.HistoryCC.1.a Determine the extent to which various technologies (e.g., printing, marine compass, 
cannonry, Arabic numerals) derived from Europe’s interactions with Islam and Asia 
provided the necessary tools for European exploration and conquest. 

SOC.6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.a Determine the factors that led to the Reformation and the impact on European politics. 

SOC.6.2.12.HistoryCC.2.b Explore the factors that laid the foundation for the Renaissance (i.e., Asian and Islamic, 
Ancient Greek and Roman innovations). 

SOC.6.2.12.CivicsHR.6.a Evaluate the effectiveness of responses by governments and international organizations to 
tensions resulting from ethnic, territorial, religious, and/or nationalist differences. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: CAREER READINESS, LIFE LITERACIES 
AND KEY SKILLS

PFL.9.1.12.CFR.4 Demonstrate an understanding of the interrelationships among attitudes, assumptions, 
and patterns of behavior regarding money, saving, investing, and work across cultures. 

PFL.9.1.12.FP.6 Evaluate the relationship of familial patterns, cultural traditions, and historical influences 
on financial practice. 

PFL.9.1.12.PB.5 Analyze how changes in taxes, inflation, and personal circumstances can affect a personal 
budget. 

WRK.9.2.12.CAP.1 Analyze unemployment rates for workers with different levels of education and how the 
economic, social, and political conditions of a time period are affected by a recession. 

TECH.9.4.12.IML.8 Evaluate media sources for point of view, bias, and motivations (e.g., NJSLSA.R6, 
7.1.AL.IPRET.6). 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: COMPUTER SCIENCE AND DESIGN 
THINKING



PRE-ASSESSMENTS
AP Euro Pre-Test

Kahoot

Student Driven Review

INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN

MODULE 1

Student Learning Intentions (SLI) WALT: (We 
are learning to…)

• Know the meaning of the term “Renaissance” and 
the impact on religion and society.

• Know how the early stages of the Renaissance 
affected change in politics and government.

• Understand the development of the nation-state.
• Understand the destructive nature of the black 

death on the population of Europe.
• Understand the changing role of men, women, 

and children in the social structure of Europe.

Student Learning Strategies

• Active lecture note taking
• Close Reading 
• Think-Pair-Share 
• Case Notes
• Making Connections
• Debate/Socratic Seminar
• Short written responses
• Discussion Groups
• AP Classroom

Success Criteria

• Explain how the events of the late Middle 
Ages layed the ground floor for the 
Renaissance, Refomation and Exploration.

• Explain the Black Death's affect on Europe 



created both positives and negatives.
• Identify how the breakdown of the Catholic 

Church, and other late medieval disasters 
(plague, little ice age, etc.) began to change 
the traditional structures of Europe. 

Formative Assessment (drives instructional 
decisions)

• Key terms and People assignments
• Chapter Question assignments
• Primary Source Packets for Section
•

In class discussions

•

Low-stakes group work

Activities and Resources

• Textbook readings
• Lecture/notes/active class discussion
• Forever Dates (cumulative chronology quiz)
• Plague Doctor Contract
• Football Intro DBQ
• End of topic multiple choice exam both stimulus 

based and traditional questions

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners
Native language support: The teacher provides 
auditory or written content to students in their native 
language.
Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech 
patterns to increase student comprehension. This could 
include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly 
indicating the most important ideas, and speaking more 
slowly.
Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, 
and manipulatives. This helps ELL students better 
understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 
Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front loads 



vocabulary. This means providing students with a list of 
important vocabulary words they will need to know for a 
book, lesson, etc. prior to the lesson being taught. 
Including pictures to go with the vocabulary words is also 
very beneficial for the students.
Special Education Students
Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way 
that makes it easy for students to understand and 
remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that 
our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive 
detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize 
it into meaningful units. Because students with special 
needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective 
strategy to use with them.
Checking for Understanding: It is important to 
constantly check for understanding, especially for 
students who have accommodations. Teachers want to 
make sure students understand the concepts being 
covered in a way that makes sense to them. 
Extra time: The teacher provides students with special 
needs extra time to complete work or answer questions. 
It is important to give students enough time to process 
their thoughts.
Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to 
students. Class work such as tests and literature circles 
may need to be read aloud to the student.
Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional 
tool. The use of timers is beneficial for students who 
have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be helpful so 
the student is aware of how much time they have to 
complete an assignment.
Students with 504 Plans
Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way 
that makes it easy for students to understand and 
remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that 
our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive 
detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize 
it into meaningful units. Because students with special 
needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective 
strategy to use with them.
Checking for Understanding: It is important to 
constantly check for understanding, especially for 



students who have accommodations. Teachers want to 
make sure students understand the concepts being 
covered in a way that makes sense to them. 
Extra time: The teacher provides students with special 
needs extra time to complete work or answer questions. 
It is important to give students enough time to process 
their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies
Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted 
and talented students with extension/enrichment 
projects. Students will be challenged to further their 
understanding, to apply acquired knowledge, and/or to 
produce something in reference to acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and 
modify activities to accommodate those students who 
need to be challenged further. Additional reading, 
problem-solving, writing, or project work is necessary for 
those students who are ready to move on at a rate more 
accelerated than their peers. In this way, G & T students 
are provided the same opportunity for support as special 
needs students. 
Students at Risk of School Failure
Directions or Instructions: Make sure directions and/or 
instructions are given in limited numbers. Give 
directions/instructions verbally and in simple written 
format. Ask students to repeat the instructions or 
directions to ensure understanding occurs. Check back 
with the student to ensure he/she hasn't forgotten. 
Peer Support: Peers can help build confidence in other 
students by assisting in peer learning. Many teachers 
use the 'ask 3 before me' approach. This is fine, 
however, a student at risk may have to have a specific 
student or two to ask. Set this up for the student so 
he/she knows who to ask for clarification before going to 
you.
Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask 
yourself, "How can I modify this assignment to ensure 
the students at risk are able to complete it?" Sometimes 
you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of the 
assignment or allow for a different mode of delivery. For 



instance, many students may hand something in, the at-
risk student may jot notes and give you the information 
verbally. Or, it just may be that you will need to assign 
an alternate assignment.
Increase One to One Time: When other students are 
working, always touch base with your students at risk 
and find out if they're on track or needing some 
additional support. A few minutes here and there will go 
a long way to intervene as the need presents itself.
Contracts: It helps to have a working contract between 
you and your students at risk. This helps prioritize the 
tasks that need to be done and ensure completion 
happens. Each day write down what needs to be 
completed, as the tasks are done, provide a checkmark 
or happy face. The goal of using contracts is to 
eventually have the student come to you for completion 
sign-offs. 
Hands On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms 
and provide hands-on tasks. This means a child doing 
math may require a calculator or counters. The child 
may need to tape record comprehension activities 
instead of writing them. A child may have to listen to a 
story being read instead of reading it him/herself. 
Tests/Assessments: Tests can be done orally if need 
be. Break tests down in smaller increments by having a 
portion of the test in the morning, another portion after 
lunch and the final part the next day. 
Seating: Seat students near a helping peer or with quick 
access to the teacher. Those with hearing or sight issues 
need to be close to the instruction which often means 
near the front.
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REFLECTIONS

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS: NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
FOR ELA, SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE AND/OR MATHEMATICS

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and 
relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

LA.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course 
of a text. 

LA.RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly 
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 
whole. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually 
and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of 
the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.RI.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 
response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RI.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, 
and engaging. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

LA.RI.11-12.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 
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LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 

LA.RI.11-12.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, 
purposes and rhetorical features, including primary source documents relevant to U.S. 
and/or global history. 

LA.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

LA.W.11-12.1.A Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.SL3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

LA.W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

LA.W.11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

LA.W.11-12.9.A Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of 
eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works, including how 
two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”). 

LA.L.11-12.4.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 


