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UNIT RATIONALE
From the mid-1700s to 1980 C.E., Europe and the Americas experienced rapid change and innovation. Art existed in the 
context of dramatic events such as industrialization, urbanization, economic upheaval, migrations, and wars. Countries 
and governments were re-formed; women’s and civil rights’ movements catalyzed social change.
 
Artists assumed new roles in society. Styles of art proliferated and often gave rise to artistic movements. Art and 
architecture exhibited a diversity of styles, forming an array of “isms.”
 
Works of art took on new roles and functions in society and were experienced by audiences in new ways. Art of this era 
often proved challenging for audiences and patrons to immediately understand.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
1) What are the significant art periods?
2) How did religion/culture affect artwork?
3) What are the ways that men and women were portrayed in art?
4) How did people represent themselves individually and as a group?
5) How was art/architecture influenced by society's needs?

STANDARDS

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: CONTENT AREA

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grades 9-12 - Visual and Performing Arts - Visual Arts - Proficient 
(2020)

1.5.12prof.Cr1a:
Use multiple approaches to begin creative endeavors.

1.5.12prof.Cr1b:
Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life using a contemporary practice of art and design.



1.5.12prof.Cr2a:
Engage in making a work of art or design without having a preconceived plan.

1.5.12prof.Cr2b:
Explain how traditional and non-traditional materials may impact human health and the environment, and 
demonstrate safe handling of materials, tools and equipment.

1.5.12prof.Cr2c:
Collaboratively develop a proposal for an installation, artwork, or space design that transforms the perception 
and experience of a particular place.

1.5.12prof.Cr3a:
Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural contexts to examine, reflect on and plan 
revisions for works of art and design in progress.

VA.9-12.1.5.12prof.Cr1a Use multiple approaches to begin creative endeavors. 

VA.9-12.1.5.12prof.Cr1b Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life using a contemporary 
practice of art and design. 

VA.9-12.1.5.12prof.Cr2a Engage in making a work of art or design without having a preconceived plan. 

VA.9-12.1.5.12prof.Cr2b Explain how traditional and non-traditional materials may impact human health and the 
environment, and demonstrate safe handling of materials, tools and equipment. 

VA.9-12.1.5.12prof.Cr2c Collaboratively develop a proposal for an installation, artwork, or space design that 
transforms the perception and experience of a particular place. 

VA.9-12.1.5.12prof.Cr3a Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural contexts to examine, 
reflect on and plan revisions for works of art and design in progress. 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: CAREER READINESS, LIFE LITERACIES 
AND KEY SKILLS

VA.9-12.1.5.12prof.Cr3a Apply relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural contexts to examine, 
reflect on and plan revisions for works of art and design in progress. 

PFL.9.1.12.A.4 Identify a career goal and develop a plan and timetable for achieving it, including 
educational/training requirements, costs, and possible debt. 

TECH.9.4.12.CI.1 Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g., 
1.1.12prof.CR3a). 

TECH.9.4.12.CI.2 Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities (e.g., 
1.4.12prof.CR2b, 2.2.12.LF.8). 

TECH.9.4.12.CI.3 Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and 
transition (e.g., 2.1.12.PGD.1). 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: COMPUTER SCIENCE AND DESIGN 
THINKING

CS.9-12.8.1.12.CS.2 Model interactions between application software, system software, and hardware. 

PRE-ASSESSMENTS
Kahoot game review of topics included in unit and those specifically on unit assessment to gauge level of previous 



knowledge of students.

INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN

MODULE 1

Student Learning Intentions (SLI) WALT: 
(We are learning to…)

•Students differentiate the components of form, function, 
content, and/or context of a work of art.
•Students explain how artistic decisions about art making 
shape a work of art.
•Students describe how context influences artistic 
decisions about creating a work of art.
•Students analyze form, function, content, and/or context 
to infer or explain the possible intentions for creating a 
specific work of art.
•Students analyze form, function, content, and/or context 
to infer or explain the possible intentions for creating a 
specific work of art.
•Students explain how and why specific traditions and/or 
changes are demonstrated in a single work or group of 
related works.
•Students analyze the influence of a single work of art or 
group of related works on other artistic production.
•Students identify a work of art.
•Students analyze how formal qualities and/or content of a 
work of art elicit(s) a response.
•Students analyze how contextual variables lead to 
different interpretations of a work of art.
•Students justify attribution of an unknown work of art.
•Students analyze relationships between works of art 
based on their similarities and differences.

Student Learning Strategies

• Active note taking. Call and response.
• think-pair-share
• teacher/student discussion of each work in 

class.
• create a Picture File Book with each work 



broken up into content, context, form, and 
function. Also searching for images of the 
works.

• students review works online (The Vanishing 
Point) where various works are seen on 
video.

Success Criteria

Essential Knowledge 4-1a. The Enlightenment set the 
stage for this era. Scientific inquiry and empirical evidence 
were promoted in order to reveal and understand the 
physical world. Belief in knowledge and progress led to 
revolutions and a new emphasis on human rights. 
Subsequently, Romanticism offered a critique of 
Enlightenment principles and industrialization.
 
Essential Knowledge 4-1b.Philosophies of Marx and 
Darwin impacted worldviews, followed by the work of 
Freud and Einstein. Later, postmodern theory influenced 
art making and the study of art. In addition, artists were 
affected by exposure to diverse cultures, largely as a 
result of colonialism. The advent of mass production 
supplied artists with ready images, which they were quick 
to appropriate.
 
Essential Knowledge 4-2a.Diverse artists with a common 
dedication to innovation came to be discussed as the 
avant-garde. Subdivisions include Neoclassicism, 
Romanticism, Realism, Impressionism, Post-
Impressionism, Symbolism, Expressionism, Cubism, 
Constructivism, Abstraction, Surrealism, Abstract 
Expressionism, Pop Art, performance art, and earth and 
environmental art. Many of these categories fall under the 
general heading of modernism.
 
Essential Knowledge 4-2b.Artists were initially bonded 
by sanctioned academies and pursued inclusion in juried 
salons for their work to be displayed. Later, when this 
system broke down, they joined together in self-defined 
groups, often on the margins of the mainstream art world, 
and they often published manifestos of their beliefs. 
Change and innovation dominated this era and became 
goals in their own right. Women artists slowly gained 



recognition as many artists competed for admiration of 
their individuality and genius.
 
Essential Knowledge 4-2c.Artists employed new media, 
including lithography, photography, film, and serigraphy. 
They used industrial technology and prefabrication, as 
well as many new materials, to create innovative and 
monumental works, culminating with massive earthworks. 
Performance was enacted in novel ways and recorded on 
film and video.
 
Essential Knowledge 4-2d.Architecture witnessed a 
series of revival styles, including classical, Gothic, 
Renaissance, and Baroque. In the mid-19th century, 
advances in technology, such as the steel frame, 
ferroconcrete construction, and cantilevering, hastened 
the development of building construction. Skyscrapers 
proliferated and led to an international style of architecture 
that was later challenged by postmodernism.
 
Essential Knowledge 4-3a. Art was displayed at public 
exhibitions such as the Salon in Paris and later at 
commercial art galleries. The museum became an 
important institution of civic and national status and pride. 
The sale of art to the public became the leading driver of 
art production. The collection of art increased, driving up 
prices, as art became a commodity that appreciated in 
value. After the devastation of Europe in World War II, 
artists in the United States dominated the art market.
 
Essential Knowledge 4-3b. Church patronage declined 
and corporate patronage emerged. The influence of the 
academies receded in favor of radical individualism; some 
artists worked without patronage. Audiences ranged from 
private patrons to the public, which was sometimes hostile 
toward art that broke with tradition.
 

Formative Assessment (drives instructional 
decisions)

1) 2 weekly cumulative pop quizzes - ex. compare and 
contrast, name art piece, short answer, multiple choice, 
identify date and style (all based on ap test styles)
2) Chapter outline
3) Create picture file book
4) Vocabulary



5) Class oral quizzing on terms and artwork
6) Timeline project

Activities and Resources  

Suggested Modifications  

REFLECTIONS

BENCHMARK ASSESSMENTS
Use the AP Classroom and albert.io Personal Progress check to assess student development in this unit.

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS: NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
FOR ELA, SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE AND/OR MATHEMATICS

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and 
relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course 
of a text. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone. 


