
Unit 2: Geography, People, and the Environment 
(Weeks 10-18)
Content Area: Template
Course(s):
Time Period: Full Year
Length: Full Year
Status: Published

UNIT RATIONALE
This unit will focus on geography and the ways people have shaped the environment around them. Students will 
study the different types of communities and their features. Students will study maps, photographs, graphs, and 
data to learn more about location, distances, and climate. Students will also explore landforms, time zones, and 
climate.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
How does physical geography influence or determine the development of cultures, societies, and nations? 

How do human geography and environment influence or determine the development of cultures, 
societies, and nations?  

STANDARDS

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: CONTENT AREA

New Jersey (NJSLS) - Grades 3-5 - Social Studies (2020)

6.1.5.GeoPP.2:
Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where and how 
people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States.

6.1.5.GeoPP.4:
Investigate the different physical and human characteristics of urban, suburban and rural communities and 
identify the factors that might attract individuals to that space.

6.1.5.GeoSV.1:
Identify the maps or types of maps most appropriate for specific purposes, (e.g., to locate physical and/or 
human features in a community, to determine the shortest route from one town to another town, to compare the 
number of people living at two or more locations).

6.1.5.GeoSV.2:
Use maps to explain the impact of location and place on the relationships between places in New Jersey, the 
United States and other countries.



6.1.5.GeoSV.3:
Demonstrate how to use digital geographic tools, maps and globes to measure distances and determine time 
zones, and locations using latitude and longitude.

6.1.5.GeoSV.4:
Use a variety of geographic representations to describe the similarities and differences between places in New 
Jersey, the United States and the world (e.g., maps, data visualizations, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other 
photographs, GPS).

6.1.5.GeoHE.1:
Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives, including aerial photographs or satellite images to describe 
how human activity has impacted the physical environment during different periods of time in New Jersey and 
the United States.

6.1.5.GeoHE.2:
Cite examples of how technological advances have changed the environment in New Jersey and the United 
States (e.g., energy, transportation, communications).

6.1.5.GeoHE.3:
Analyze the effects of catastrophic environmental and technological events on human settlements and 
migration.

6.1.5.GeoGI.1:
Use multiple sources to evaluate the impact of the movement of people from place to place on individuals, 
communities, and regions.

SOC.6.1.2.GeoHE.1 Explain how seasonal weather changes, climate, and other environmental characteristics 
affect people's lives in a place or region. 

SOC.6.1.2.GeoHE.2 Describe how human activities affect the culture and environmental characteristics of 
places or regions (e.g., transportation, housing, dietary needs). 

SOC.6.1.2.GeoHE.3 Identify cultural and environmental characteristics of different regions in New Jersey and 
the United States. 

SOC.6.1.5.GeoPP.2 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted 
where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United 
States. 

SOC.6.1.5.GeoPP.4 Investigate the different physical and human characteristics of urban, suburban and rural 
communities and identify the factors that might attract individuals to that space. 

SOC.6.1.5.GeoSV.1 Identify the maps or types of maps most appropriate for specific purposes (e.g., to locate 
physical and/or human features in a community, to determine the shortest route from 
one town to another town, to compare the number of people living at two or more 
locations). 

SOC.6.1.5.GeoSV.2 Use maps to explain the impact of location and place on the relationships between places 
in New Jersey, the United States and other countries. 

SOC.6.1.5.GeoSV.3 Demonstrate how to use digital geographic tools, maps and globes to measure distances 
and determine time zones, and locations using latitude and longitude. 

SOC.6.1.5.GeoSV.4 Use a variety of geographic representations to describe the similarities and differences 
between places in New Jersey, the United States and the world (e.g., maps, data 
visualizations, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other photographs, GPS). 

SOC.6.3.2.GeoGI.1 Investigate a global issue such as climate change, its significance, and share information 
about how it impacts different regions around the world. 



NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: CAREER READINESS, LIFE LITERACIES 
AND KEY SKILLS

TECH.9.4.5.TL.4 Compare and contrast artifacts produced individually to those developed collaboratively 
(e.g., 1.5.5.CR3a). 

TECH.9.4.5.IML.6 Use appropriate sources of information from diverse sources, contexts, disciplines, and 
cultures to answer questions (e.g., RI.5.7, 6.1.5.HistoryCC.7, 7.1.NM. IPRET.5). 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS: COMPUTER SCIENCE AND DESIGN 
THINKING

CS.3-5.8.2.5.ED.2 Collaborate with peers to collect information, brainstorm to solve a problem, and evaluate 
all possible solutions to provide the best results with supporting sketches or models. 

CS.3-5.8.2.5.ETW.1 Describe how resources such as material, energy, information, time, tools, people, and 
capital are used in products or systems. 

CS.3-5.8.2.5.ETW.2 Describe ways that various technologies are used to reduce improper use of resources. 

CS.3-5.8.2.5.ETW.3 Explain why human-designed systems, products, and environments need to be constantly 
monitored, maintained, and improved. 

CS.3-5.8.2.5.ETW.4 Explain the impact that resources, such as energy and materials used to develop 
technology, have on the environment. 

CS.3-5.8.2.5.ETW.5 Identify the impact of a specific technology on the environment and determine what can 
be done to increase positive effects and to reduce any negative effects, such as climate 
change. 

CAEP.9.2.4.A.1 Identify reasons why people work, different types of work, and how work can help a 
person achieve personal and professional goals. 

CAEP.9.2.4.A.2 Identify various life roles and civic and work - related activities in the school, home, and 
community. 

CAEP.9.2.4.A.3 Investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information to personal 
likes and dislikes. 

CAEP.9.2.4.A.4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for 
future academic and career success. 

TECH.8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include 
graphics, symbols and/or pictures. 

TECH.8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about problem or issue. 

TECH.8.1.5.A.5 Create and use a database to answer basic questions. 

PRE-ASSESSMENTS
Unit 2 Pre Assessment

INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRbvLNsNuO-W07XTu2C21jRNAf5tR2xbxh9sr_xbNsiHu1Pg/viewform?usp=sharing


MODULE 1

Student Learning Intentions (SLI) WALT: (We 
are learning to…)

We will be learning about landforms, climate and 
weather, and resource impact in New Jersey and the 
United States.

Student Learning Strategies
Students will participate in whole group discussions to 
explain how landforms, climate, and resources impact New 
Jersey. 

Success Criteria

We will know we are successful when we can

• explain how landforms impact people's lives in New 
Jersey and the United States

• explain how climate and weather impact people's lives 
in New Jersey and the United States 

• explain how resources impact people's lives in New 
Jersey and the United States

Formative Assessment (drives instructional 
decisions)

Turn and Talk

Class Discussion

Activity

Exit Ticket - Brain POP Quizzes (Online Resources)

Activities and Resources

Landforms
Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Geography 
Review page I14 (Introduction)
Landforms Google Slides
Watch and Discuss
BrainPOP Jr Landforms

Climate and Weather
Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Chapter 3 
Lesson 2 Our Country's Geography page 94
Watch and Discuss
Weather BrainPOP video
Climate Types BrainPOP video

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wAMVt2Y8L7jSZW7qZmMGkWmeAa-yq01rU1tkfBo1myc/copy
https://jr.brainpop.com/science/land/landforms/
https://www.brainpop.com/science/weather/weather/
https://www.brainpop.com/science/weather/climatetypes/


Resources
Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Unit 2 
Chapter 3 Lesson 4 National Resources page 106 - 109
Chapter 11 Lesson 2 page 395
Watch and Discuss
Natural Resources BrainPOP video

Activity 
Students can explain how landforms, climate, and 
natural resources impact people's lives. 

• BrainPOP Landforms Notebook (attached)
• Weather vs. Climate Venn Diagram (attached)
• BrainPOP Natural Resources Notebook (attached)
• BrainPOP quizzes for each movie (online 

resources)

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to 

students in their native language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student 

comprehension. This could include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly 

indicating the most important ideas, and speaking more slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This 

helps ELL students better understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means 

providing students with a list of important vocabulary words they will need to 

know for a book, lesson, etc. before the lesson is taught. Including pictures to 

go with the vocabulary words is also very beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for 

students to understand and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption 

that our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive detail. The best 

way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective 

strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for 

understanding, especially for students who have accommodations. Teachers 

want to make sure students understand the concepts being covered in a way 

that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to 

complete work or answer questions. It is important to give students enough 

https://jr.brainpop.com/science/conservation/naturalresources/


time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such 

as tests and literature circles may need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers 

is beneficial for students who have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be 

helpful so the student is aware of how much time they have to complete an 

assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for 

students to understand and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption 

that our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive detail. The best 

way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective 

strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for 

understanding, especially for students who have accommodations. Teachers 

want to make sure students understand the concepts being covered in a way 

that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to 

complete work or answer questions. It is important to give students enough 

time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students 

with extension/enrichment projects. Students will be challenged to further their 

understanding, apply acquired knowledge, and/or produce something about 

acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to 

accommodate those students who need to be challenged further. Additional 

reading, problem-solving, writing, or project work is necessary for those 

students who are ready to move on at a rate more accelerated than their peers. 

This way, G & T students are provided the same opportunity for support as 

special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in 

limited numbers. Give directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written 

format. Ask students to repeat the instructions or directions to ensure 

understanding occurs. Check back with the student to ensure he/she hasn't 

forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify 

this assignment to ensure the students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes 

you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of the assignment or allow for a 

different mode of delivery. For instance, many students may hand something 

in, the at-risk student may jot notes and give you the information verbally. Or, it 

just may be that you will need to assign an alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch 



base with your students at risk and find out if they're on track or need some 

additional support. A few minutes here and there will go a long way to intervene 

as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-on 

tasks. This means a child doing math may require a calculator or counters. The 

child may need to tape record comprehension activities instead of writing them. 

A child may have to listen to a story being read instead of reading it him/herself.

 

 

 

Landforms_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf

Natural_Resources_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf

WeatherandClimateVennDiagram-1.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoPP.2 Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted 
where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United 
States. 

MODULE 2

Student Learning Intentions (SLI) WALT: 
(We are learning to…)

We are learning about rural, urban, and suburban 
communities.

Student Learning Strategies
Students will participate in whole class 
discussions to explain the three types of 
communities. 

Success Criteria

We will know we are successful when we can  
• explain the three types of communities
• identify why people choose to live there
• explain how the communities look and act 

differently

Formative Assessment (drives instructional 
decisions)

Turn and Talk

Class Discussion

Activity

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/fd/14/af/fd14afa3b12398b2a6a60d87a5571ea03152e769c0a2dfdc5711a9b8f4993821391dcff8ef1ee7a198a60c9156eaeb8e7d326719299ac6a0b7a1121782418c4d_77814.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Landforms_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=3057e2487ae478e160128c79abccfce46912c670180b8c47f31a8a7bb72e2a19
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/ec/8b/c6/ec8bc6226cc44d510b4483b6ea54ad8e87c662dee52085af6dcdbeeeaf05b21f769ee13a1f80650461d323e039e2dfd5e143c0c78d598622f33b6fd5487ab5b1_80283.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Natural_Resources_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=eee1c998c485b7e557c6e1f6f2915bdf16e374b136e6943703e1dec4b32aabcd
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/82/58/a0/8258a09084946a94a798387172ad31b3ef38afdd290f06cea6e449d315c691e6c5330274683c66acabc490c7c263268f5774e8e1cbcc8933d166df20f701bafe_207826.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22WeatherandClimateVennDiagram-1.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=7d7e52b091f373351966f6f54bb1effd27f7f7353ed3cbfad413f80435dc9e99


Exit Ticket
Google Form All Lessons

Activities and Resources

Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Chapter 4 
Communities of Different Size
Lesson 1 Urban Communities page 42- 47
Lesson 2 Suburban Communities page 52 - 55
Lesson 3 Rural Communities pages 56 - 61

Watch and Discuss
Brain POP Jr Video LINK

Activity 

• Create Google Slides about the types of 
communities

• Communities Google Slide (online 
resources)

• BrainPOP - Rural, Suburban, and Urban 
Communities Notebook page (attached)

• 3 Types of Communities Chart (attached)

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written 

content to students in their native language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase 

student comprehension. This could include facing the students, 

paraphrasing, clearly indicating the most important ideas, and speaking 

more slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. 

This helps ELL students better understand and comprehend the subjects 

at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This 

means providing students with a list of important vocabulary words they 

will need to know for a book, lesson, etc. before the lesson is taught. 

Including pictures to go with the vocabulary words is also very beneficial 

for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy 

for students to understand and remember. Chunking is based on the 

presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive 

detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1JLVxDrFMplEzqQTxF7msYX_RJtFnBtC3CJnSBizZg3Q/copy
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/ruralsuburbanandurban/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Nh5RoudgKfWADRcLc8PnEmkBu0zuXEz6hQCg2thQ4qY/edit?usp=sharing


meaningful units. Because students with special needs get overloaded 

easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for 

understanding, especially for students who have accommodations. 

Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts being 

covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time 

to complete work or answer questions. It is important to give students 

enough time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork 

such as tests and literature circles may need to be read aloud to the 

student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of 

timers is beneficial for students who have trouble completing tasks. 

Timers can be helpful so the student is aware of how much time they 

have to complete an assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy 

for students to understand and remember. Chunking is based on the 

presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive 

detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into 

meaningful units. Because students with special needs get overloaded 

easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for 

understanding, especially for students who have accommodations. 

Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts being 

covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time 

to complete work or answer questions. It is important to give students 

enough time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented 

students with extension/enrichment projects. Students will be challenged 

to further their understanding, apply acquired knowledge, and/or produce 

something about acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities 

to accommodate those students who need to be challenged further. 

Additional reading, problem-solving, writing, or project work is necessary 

for those students who are ready to move on at a rate more accelerated 

than their peers. This way, G & T students are provided the same 

opportunity for support as special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given 

in limited numbers. Give directions/instructions verbally and in a simple 

written format. Ask students to repeat the instructions or directions to 



ensure understanding occurs. Check back with the student to ensure 

he/she hasn't forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I 

modify this assignment to ensure the students at risk can complete it?" 

Sometimes you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of the assignment 

or allow for a different mode of delivery. For instance, many students 

may hand something in, the at-risk student may jot notes and give you 

the information verbally. Or, it just may be that you will need to assign an 

alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always 

touch base with your students at risk and find out if they're on track or 

need some additional support. A few minutes here and there will go a 

long way to intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide 

hands-on tasks. This means a child doing math may require a calculator 

or counters. The child may need to tape record comprehension activities 

instead of writing them. A child may have to listen to a story being read 

instead of reading it him/herself.

 

 

Rural__Suburban__and_Urban_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf

TypesofCommunitiesFREEBIEPrintandDigital-1.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoPP.4 Investigate the different physical and human characteristics of urban, suburban and rural 
communities and identify the factors that might attract individuals to that space. 

MODULE 3

Student Learning Intentions (SLI) 
WALT: (We are learning to…)

We are learning about different types of maps and their uses. 

Student Learning Strategies Students will participate in whole-class discussions to identify 
types of maps and their purpose. 

Success Criteria

We will know we are successful when we can 

• identify types of maps
• explain the purpose of a map

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/de/7a/c4/de7ac41ccc2ad99fc0cd978b99b94017522647f81275ab971f2d5fc3f14b4fba60a11a3441b440d02c1e0e2bc225ec39c077cd4b636f6a83e10f1c418adbdc97_80006.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Rural__Suburban__and_Urban_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=d57910581bce59dc6a6e588a13472ef67d1e21d2ee75ee362593498f2625e014
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/9f/01/48/9f0148f7659d8e877f2defd3733736ad1d76b1417761ee5ca21af2fec48dee961765b929823a356d6cabcc3ae69bfd9985ee8ff25decc4f8ee79b1a090f27183_3282586.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22TypesofCommunitiesFREEBIEPrintandDigital-1.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=4a7e1d92b8bb4ed727c4ae6f25a7a3d5f80da11495c6fbd58f88274d6820b785


Formative Assessment (drives 
instructional decisions)

Turn and Talk

Class Discussion

Activity

Activities and Resources

Read and Discuss
Map Types on Epic!

Watch and Discuss
BrainPOP Map Skills

Activities 

• Using different types of maps, have students identify 
the types and how they are used

• BrainPOP Map Skills Notebook (attached)

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to students in 

their native language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student 

comprehension. This could include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly indicating 

the most important ideas, and speaking more slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This helps ELL 

students better understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means providing 

students with a list of important vocabulary words they will need to know for a book, 

lesson, etc. before the lesson is taught. Including pictures to go with the vocabulary words 

is also very beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to 

understand and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working 

memory is easily overloaded by excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to 

organize it into meaningful units. Because students with special needs get overloaded 

easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, 

especially for students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students 

understand the concepts being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work 

or answer questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their 

thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such as tests and 

literature circles may need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers is beneficial 

https://www.getepic.com/book/7748116/map-types?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=1296393683
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/readingmaps/


for students who have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be helpful so the student is 

aware of how much time they have to complete an assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to 

understand and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working 

memory is easily overloaded by excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to 

organize it into meaningful units. Because students with special needs get overloaded 

easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, 

especially for students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students 

understand the concepts being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work 

or answer questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their 

thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students with 

extension/enrichment projects. Students will be challenged to further their understanding, 

apply acquired knowledge, and/or produce something about acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to accommodate 

those students who need to be challenged further. Additional reading, problem-solving, 

writing, or project work is necessary for those students who are ready to move on at a rate 

more accelerated than their peers. This way, G & T students are provided the same 

opportunity for support as special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in limited 

numbers. Give directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written format. Ask students 

to repeat the instructions or directions to ensure understanding occurs. Check back with 

the student to ensure he/she hasn't forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify this 

assignment to ensure the students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes you'll simplify the 

task, reduce the length of the assignment or allow for a different mode of delivery. For 

instance, many students may hand something in, the at-risk student may jot notes and 

give you the information verbally. Or, it just may be that you will need to assign an 

alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch base with 

your students at risk and find out if they're on track or need some additional support. A few 

minutes here and there will go a long way to intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-on tasks. 

This means a child doing math may require a calculator or counters. The child may need 

to tape record comprehension activities instead of writing them. A child may have to listen 

to a story being read instead of reading it him/herself.

 

 



Reading_Maps_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoSV.1 Identify the maps or types of maps most appropriate for specific purposes (e.g., to locate 
physical and/or human features in a community, to determine the shortest route from 
one town to another town, to compare the number of people living at two or more 
locations). 

MODULE 4

Student Learning 
Intentions (SLI) WALT: 
(We are learning to…)

We are learning to use maps to find locations.

Student Learning 
Strategies

Students will participate in whole class discussions to explain the location of 
New Jersey relative to the world. 

Success Criteria We will know we are successful when we can explain the impact of location 
between New Jersey, the United States, and other countries.

Formative Assessment 
(drives instructional 
decisions)

Turn and Talk

Class Discussion

Activity

Activities and Resources

Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities
Find Directions and Distances on pages 30 - 31

Epic Books - Looking at Maps

Activity 

• Using the map in the book, have students locate different cities. 
Students can use the NEW JERSEY and UNITED STATES map 
attached to find more locations. 

• Use Types of Maps (attached) to read more about different maps 
and activities

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to students in their native language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student comprehension. This could include 

facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly indicating the most important ideas, and speaking more slowly.

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/9c/93/2a/9c932a25ca16597e90ec7e4c9410fd038bfa11abcaa1b0adc0c0b147a68a45305fa7fe74739e98b7059b56f7bc0b30240f7de05c909cf24af756abce0461f4e4_79575.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Reading_Maps_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=67c2d5229cacb2479dfc91382728e01570a6ae51351768290ece26140b5bf765
https://www.getepic.com/book/46876425/looking-at-maps?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=1296393683


Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This helps ELL students better 

understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means providing students with a list of 

important vocabulary words they will need to know for a book, lesson, etc. before the lesson is taught. Including 

pictures to go with the vocabulary words is also very beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand and 

remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive 

detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because students with special 

needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for students who 

have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts being covered in a way 

that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer questions. 

It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such as tests and literature circles may 

need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers is beneficial for students who have 

trouble completing tasks. Timers can be helpful so the student is aware of how much time they have to complete 

an assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand and 

remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive 

detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because students with special 

needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for students who 

have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts being covered in a way 

that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer questions. 

It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students with extension/enrichment 

projects. Students will be challenged to further their understanding, apply acquired knowledge, and/or produce 

something about acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to accommodate those students who 

need to be challenged further. Additional reading, problem-solving, writing, or project work is necessary for those 

students who are ready to move on at a rate more accelerated than their peers. This way, G & T students are 

provided the same opportunity for support as special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in limited numbers. Give 

directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written format. Ask students to repeat the instructions or directions 

to ensure understanding occurs. Check back with the student to ensure he/she hasn't forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify this assignment to ensure the 

students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of the assignment or 

allow for a different mode of delivery. For instance, many students may hand something in, the at-risk student 



may jot notes and give you the information verbally. Or, it just may be that you will need to assign an alternate 

assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch base with your students at risk and 

find out if they're on track or need some additional support. A few minutes here and there will go a long way to 

intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-on tasks. This means a child doing 

math may require a calculator or counters. The child may need to tape record comprehension activities instead 

of writing them. A child may have to listen to a story being read instead of reading it him/herself.

 

 

newjersey-map-0.jpeg

MapScaleMapoftheUSAwithcapitalcitiesmeasuredistancesinmiles-1.png

Types_of_Maps.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoSV.2 Use maps to explain the impact of location and place on the relationships between places 
in New Jersey, the United States and other countries. 

MODULE 5
This standard may take multiple days to cover.

Student Learning Intentions (SLI) WALT: 
(We are learning to…)

We are learning about geographic tools, maps, and 
globes used to measure distance, time zones, latitude 
and longitude.

Student Learning Strategies
Students will participate in whole class discussions 
about using maps to measure distance, locate time 
zones and use latitude and longitude. 

ISuccess Criteria

We know we are successful when we can 

• use maps and globes to measure distances
• use maps and globes to locate time zones
• use maps and globes to find a location using 

latitude and longitude.

Formative Assessment (drives instructional 
decisions)

Turn and Talk

Class Discussion

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/5c/c5/a6/5cc5a6e4e95df4e75b54565c7990ac74fab4a77f9124bec9fcec96560e5c6fe4034a82b635c0166e59eb3b498be5df14c5f1f603d33aa00059715dffe0807bda_202714.jpeg?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22newjersey-map-0.jpeg%22&response-content-type=image%2Fjpeg&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=1b6d686d9ed9afb8b3e83b5d1cde8bfeb93820baa856a83e91cc9b1b63941dc7
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/18/95/98/189598d825ef2c94876c5c82165f4227d679f1dfa7608337773a9be214fb20172f67b436bbaedbabef1a23fb24a07bcc6efadc1baad47f4c871eea5c445f4c84_4019389.png?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22MapScaleMapoftheUSAwithcapitalcitiesmeasuredistancesinmiles-1.png%22&response-content-type=image%2Fpng&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=f4e01b1ad4d4e89f582934c2e1ce0f0b5154e8357fa12f5c572d5091ae317bd1
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/fe/35/97/fe359722404c71b0bcc206c3c23859aa993cac8dee1d8731010a2d269d031a73b6c11424567555853bbab93a91efa43ceee0ca3198e47f832dcfbb18fadfc150_1670673.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Types_of_Maps.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=204646bb3e33a7921841288459cea5305529f76bb7bbdb0773a0bb4ad1efabb5


Activities

Activities and Resources

Watch and Discuss
Measuring Distances
Measuring Distance video 
Map Printout
There is a PDF attached to complete the lesson with 
paper and pencil or a digital option

Time Zones
Watch and Discuss
BrainPOP Video Link
World Map with Time Zones
Scholastic News video

Latitude and Longitude
Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities  Use 
Latitude and Longitude page 88 - 89

Watch and Discuss
Latitude and Longitude BrainPOP Video Link

Activities
Time Zones Exit Ticket (attached)
BrainPOP Quiz - Time Zones (online resource)
BrainPOP Quiz - Latitude and Longitude (online 
resource)

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to 

students in their native language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student 

comprehension. This could include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly 

indicating the most important ideas, and speaking more slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This 

helps ELL students better understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means 

providing students with a list of important vocabulary words they will need to 

know for a book, lesson, etc. before the lesson is taught. Including pictures to 

go with the vocabulary words is also very beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for 

https://youtu.be/EWOr8K_rH8g
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1373pqiGcHXevfqGVd53vUY42-Da4xUep/view?usp=sharing
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/timezones/
https://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/map/ba9cc9c7bdf1426d943fe5d7c8d30c9b/edit?mapShot=2fcbf69c-0856-4f6a-b134-1f4c61aa59d7&passcode=e2sqai
https://sn3.scholastic.com/issues/2019-20/121619/it-s-time-to-celebrate.html?share-video=6101156449001
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/geography/latitudeandlongitude/


students to understand and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption 

that our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive detail. The best 

way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective 

strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for 

understanding, especially for students who have accommodations. Teachers 

want to make sure students understand the concepts being covered in a way 

that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to 

complete work or answer questions. It is important to give students enough 

time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such 

as tests and literature circles may need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers 

is beneficial for students who have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be 

helpful so the student is aware of how much time they have to complete an 

assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for 

students to understand and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption 

that our working memory is easily overloaded by excessive detail. The best 

way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective 

strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for 

understanding, especially for students who have accommodations. Teachers 

want to make sure students understand the concepts being covered in a way 

that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to 

complete work or answer questions. It is important to give students enough 

time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students 

with extension/enrichment projects. Students will be challenged to further their 

understanding, apply acquired knowledge, and/or produce something about 

acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to 

accommodate those students who need to be challenged further. Additional 

reading, problem-solving, writing, or project work is necessary for those 

students who are ready to move on at a rate more accelerated than their 

peers. This way, G & T students are provided the same opportunity for 

support as special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in 



limited numbers. Give directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written 

format. Ask students to repeat the instructions or directions to ensure 

understanding occurs. Check back with the student to ensure he/she hasn't 

forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify 

this assignment to ensure the students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes 

you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of the assignment or allow for a 

different mode of delivery. For instance, many students may hand something 

in, the at-risk student may jot notes and give you the information verbally. Or, 

it just may be that you will need to assign an alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch 

base with your students at risk and find out if they're on track or need some 

additional support. A few minutes here and there will go a long way to 

intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-

on tasks. This means a child doing math may require a calculator or counters. 

The child may need to tape record comprehension activities instead of writing 

them. A child may have to listen to a story being read instead of reading it 

him/herself.

 

 

measuring-distances-map-1.pdf

Time_Zones.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoSV.3 Demonstrate how to use digital geographic tools, maps and globes to measure distances 
and determine time zones, and locations using latitude and longitude. 

MODULE 6

Student Learning Intentions 
(SLI) WALT: (We are 
learning to…)

We are learning to describe the geographic similarities and differences 
between New Jersey, the United States, and the world.

Student Learning Strategies Students will participate in whole group discussions describing 
similarities and differences between maps. 

Success Criteria
We will know we are successful when we can  

• describe similarities between places using maps, data 

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/f1/d9/17/f1d9176143e910af928e059fc59c8213f77ec9d7cbb1258bd1a8f6663d3ed6e0ecb66d1c27738fbdba0ecb9da3311ecd822f1dc7b8986c16f42c895dd42c75b5_417438.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22measuring-distances-map-1.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=895741e13153aa546758bb04cd4956f640c0f5faf5285eaefe0ff2560a10ef03
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/bb/b7/be/bbb7bebf0f3d321b0f9edcb5e5c242651a67a48011d22e485c50ae7e4af44a820ea19708bd42e02a50468de72afd958b49844de88da18a0fc6e13924fe6a8398_8871.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Time_Zones.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=f862000ee62983661b121c98c751ad8de2705cd1caa8e576a6a1486da6b0c10d


visualizations, graphs, diagrams, and photographs.
• describe differences between places using maps, data 

visualizations, graphs, diagrams, and photographs.

Formative Assessment (drives 
instructional decisions)

Turn and Talk

Class Discussion

Activity

Activities and Resources

Using the different maps and images attached, students can view them 
and describe the similarities and differences they have noticed.

Resources 
Epic Book Collection - Geography Around the World
Interactive New Jersey Map
Interactive United States Map
World Map
Student Activity
Students will compare and contrast locations.
Geography Compare and Contrast - Google Slides 

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to students in their native 

language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student comprehension. This could 

include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly indicating the most important ideas, and speaking more 

slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This helps ELL students better 

understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means providing students with a list 

of important vocabulary words they will need to know for a book, lesson, etc. before the lesson is taught. 

Including pictures to go with the vocabulary words is also very beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand and 

remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by 

excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for 

students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts 

being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer 

questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such as tests and literature circles 

https://www.getepic.com/collection/31883736/geography-around-the-world?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=collection&share=1296393683
https://mrnussbaum.com/new-jersey-interactive-map
https://www.maps4kids.com/US_States.htm
https://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/map/ba9cc9c7bdf1426d943fe5d7c8d30c9b
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cE6QG-mz7vwi13bkEFG1O6VQKAdOZMOarf-B2SwRaGM/edit?usp=sharing


may need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers is beneficial for students 

who have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be helpful so the student is aware of how much time they 

have to complete an assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand and 

remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by 

excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for 

students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts 

being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer 

questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students with extension/enrichment 

projects. Students will be challenged to further their understanding, apply acquired knowledge, and/or 

produce something about acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to accommodate those students 

who need to be challenged further. Additional reading, problem-solving, writing, or project work is 

necessary for those students who are ready to move on at a rate more accelerated than their peers. This 

way, G & T students are provided the same opportunity for support as special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in limited numbers. Give 

directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written format. Ask students to repeat the instructions or 

directions to ensure understanding occurs. Check back with the student to ensure he/she hasn't forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify this assignment to ensure 

the students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of the 

assignment or allow for a different mode of delivery. For instance, many students may hand something in, 

the at-risk student may jot notes and give you the information verbally. Or, it just may be that you will need 

to assign an alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch base with your students at 

risk and find out if they're on track or need some additional support. A few minutes here and there will go a 

long way to intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-on tasks. This means a child 

doing math may require a calculator or counters. The child may need to tape record comprehension 

activities instead of writing them. A child may have to listen to a story being read instead of reading it 

him/herself.

 

 

YourGuideToMapMaker.pdf

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/fe/40/7d/fe407d8cb830e0e555f25331cf3a861367d5d8ce4fd44f0c3897d825de0dde362aecf0bd5e06bd364d38c0af1f271086a7af141ea5b250cd0393cddb21b7f349_218861.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22YourGuideToMapMaker.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=34996d5c256dc4554a22a2743ac493b033c90b6708b830336771726ccae12ec7
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SOC.6.1.5.GeoSV.4 Use a variety of geographic representations to describe the similarities and differences 
between places in New Jersey, the United States and the world (e.g., maps, data 
visualizations, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other photographs, GPS). 

MODULE 7

Student Learning Intentions (SLI) 
WALT: (We are learning to…)

We will be learning about how humans affected the environment 
across New Jersey and the United States. 

Student Learning Strategies
Students will participate in whole class discussions to explain changes 
to the environment in New Jersey nd the United States. 

Success Criteria

We know we are successful when we can 
• explain how the physical environment of New Jersey has 

changed over time
• explain how the physical environment of the United States has 

changed over time

Formative Assessment (drives 
instructional decisions)

Turn and Talk

Class Discussion

Activity

Activities and Resources

Read and Discuss 
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Unit 2 Chapter 4 Lesson 2 
"Changing the Environment"
or
Epic Books Environment A World of Change

Watch and Discuss
Fast Land Changes - BrainPOP
Slow Land Changes - BrainPOP

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/d0/f6/8b/d0f68b3e95f0f897553f854f3fb47a0eb57771b9a515858f93031ada4994d0f7f81f7a624ab85f40fd8f5a09a7c0c84d23ef8db07129e61d5a2e230cb4b40fbc_735405.png?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Screen_Shot_2022-08-02_at_3.03.17_PM.png%22&response-content-type=image%2Fpng&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=e30d5affbc31dd5d5266fcba1a2a5dc02c6ed05560d91cfa61cbe7fc3292e2d4
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/d6/c8/f1/d6c8f1fd885095ccb604862084f0ba3772d1062c521576823f577700db11b4f653705d083e824b1e8bf8b191f4815d7434641f34406433af3135320c48de2e15_576648.png?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Screen_Shot_2022-08-02_at_3.02.17_PM.png%22&response-content-type=image%2Fpng&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=4cea876dba94aa5774af19c34931305c66414687aa701639582a0c10ab526807
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/a1/75/d0/a175d04e1cfc940bcbf4f42c1eff29b222b56c8842ebed07e1281d2585d70f322f5446df36caf68ca3cd583499f2a71bfa9d26e0e5e252f834f42c8cbb4316c2_803030.png?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Screen_Shot_2022-08-02_at_3.01.48_PM.png%22&response-content-type=image%2Fpng&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=edd883dcc979931474883f9ca463d7c1bf43e5c59021e8471d0a8fbf35703d23
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/fc/5e/c2/fc5ec281d418d6e535111cef7d8546b1f72e40302f678a589aa01ee0fea13edf11e2d55c3ddb8430a38c937a4aa1daab8a28d67bf44bfc1b7a068858f3e84752_2810743.png?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Screen_Shot_2022-08-02_at_3.01.16_PM.png%22&response-content-type=image%2Fpng&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=b65f3bb2dd6bf59765bcbca50f3843090f78513a9eafb0b00901cea8d6c267c6
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/d6/90/0f/d6900f3ea7b95671923f8866333e9c69fc982ba8e0b6527111958c5da7dd1daabfcb71f5ce916bff7a3f6167c08680e3cb9837b8c44faa36afedbedd48a16033_3689355.png?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Screen_Shot_2022-08-02_at_3.01.31_PM.png%22&response-content-type=image%2Fpng&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=c34e3782354f4e6827450aaa683f92550bc2e31a122491875eb3a2b8f42a8339
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/0d/a7/2e/0da72ea15b40dd6c60cebd07f706268d1fe126de5d74d640f87b76163a6af209788f0270c2e178f7e8ec274d7119b284f2823bbe85c8fc033e253fb8609939ee_4005481.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22MapSkillsandTypesofMapsUnitWorksheetsfor2ndand3rdGrade-1.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=b95e92aa043ad7118ecef71a08796a91c7cf40fe78ad3288b428e3f4f15a92f6
https://www.getepic.com/book/47523027/environment-a-world-of-change?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=1296393683
https://jr.brainpop.com/science/land/fastlandchanges/
https://jr.brainpop.com/science/land/slowlandchanges/


View
Climate Change in New Jersey - Video
Images of Change over Time

Activities
BrainPOP Quizzes
Fast Land Changes Notebook (attached)
Slow Land Changes Notebook page (attached)

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to students in their 

native language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student comprehension. 

This could include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly indicating the most important 

ideas, and speaking more slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This helps ELL 

students better understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means providing 

students with a list of important vocabulary words they will need to know for a book, lesson, etc. 

before the lesson is taught. Including pictures to go with the vocabulary words is also very 

beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to 

understand and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is 

easily overloaded by excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into 

meaningful units. Because students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an 

effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially 

for students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the 

concepts being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or 

answer questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such as tests and 

literature circles may need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers is beneficial for 

students who have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be helpful so the student is aware of 

how much time they have to complete an assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to 

understand and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is 

easily overloaded by excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into 

meaningful units. Because students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an 

effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially 

https://www.northjersey.com/videos/news/new-jersey/2019/08/23/nj-climatologist-david-robinson-discusses-climate-change/2068317001/
https://climate.nasa.gov/images-of-change/?id=792#792-ice-breakup-at-land-glacier-antarctica


for students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the 

concepts being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or 

answer questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students with 

extension/enrichment projects. Students will be challenged to further their understanding, apply 

acquired knowledge, and/or produce something about acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to accommodate those 

students who need to be challenged further. Additional reading, problem-solving, writing, or 

project work is necessary for those students who are ready to move on at a rate more 

accelerated than their peers. This way, G & T students are provided the same opportunity for 

support as special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in limited numbers. 

Give directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written format. Ask students to repeat the 

instructions or directions to ensure understanding occurs. Check back with the student to 

ensure he/she hasn't forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify this assignment 

to ensure the students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes you'll simplify the task, reduce the 

length of the assignment or allow for a different mode of delivery. For instance, many students 

may hand something in, the at-risk student may jot notes and give you the information verbally. 

Or, it just may be that you will need to assign an alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch base with your 

students at risk and find out if they're on track or need some additional support. A few minutes 

here and there will go a long way to intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-on tasks. This 

means a child doing math may require a calculator or counters. The child may need to tape 

record comprehension activities instead of writing them. A child may have to listen to a story 

being read instead of reading it him/herself.

 

 

 

Fast_Land_Changes_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf

Slow_Land_Changes_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoHE.1 Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives, including aerial photographs or 
satellite images to describe how human activity has impacted the physical environment 
during different periods of time in New Jersey and the United States. 

MODULE 8

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/f7/da/83/f7da8375950d74fe371c1c61a0d72893c45648ecd988ef47b54f2d7110b8169f1d6f6ca9dc71d66c09226fce2c72c926c7d4f89ebaa13ddbfe95d6f8791fbdf3_80758.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Fast_Land_Changes_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=aeb18636798b1b22f4ce5864e0b3fbcbe0d06282fdb1c00f5709ca58039643c0
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/e4/19/d6/e419d69fd07e28233081001a2f8a4fcc2b772f735cd615230e79f9cfa3db4bb21ae5cee589c74945def931ae49b381e80490c95ded9580df4f4bf5c62487a37d_80657.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Slow_Land_Changes_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=472b979fbeb567ea80749da1b24f3e25e7177acbbff90b1800bcb9ec08c156ed


Student Learning Intentions 
(SLI) WALT: (We are learning 
to…)

We are learning about how technology has changed the environment in 
New Jersey and the United States.

Student Learning Strategies
Students will participate in whole group discussions to explain how 
advancements in transportation, energy sources, and communication 
changed New Jersey and the United States. 

ISuccess Criteria

We know we are successful when we can 
• explain how advances in energy technology changed the environment 

in New Jersey and the United States
• explain how advances in transportation technology changed the 

environment in New Jersey and the United States
• Explain how advances in communication technology changed the 

environment in New Jersey and the United States.

Formative Assessment (drives 
instructional decisions)

Turn and Talk

Class Discussion

Activity

Activities and Resources

Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Unit 2 Chapter 4 pages 
127 - 128 (Reference in a previous lesson)
Energy Technology
Read and Discuss
Earth Friendly Energy - Epic 
Watch and Discuss
Energy Sources BrainPOP Movie

Read and Discuss (Included information about transportation and 
communication advances)
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Unit 3 Chapter 5 Lesson 3 
"Inventions in Communities" page 170 - 175

Transportation Technology
Read and Discuss
Earthy Friendly Transportation - Epic
Transportation Technology - EPIC
Watch and Discuss
Transportation BrainPOP Movie

https://www.getepic.com/book/88011200/helping-the-environment-earth-friendly-energy?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=1296393683
https://jr.brainpop.com/science/energy/energysources/
https://www.getepic.com/book/88010089/helping-the-environment-earth-friendly-transportation?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=1296393683
https://www.getepic.com/book/67094403/transportation-technology-inspired-by-nature?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=1296393683
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/communities/transportation/


Communication Technology
Read Communication Technology - EPIC

Activities
Communication Then and Now (attached)
Transportation Then and Now (attached)
Then and Now Energy (Attached)
BrainPOP Energy Sources Notebook Page (attached)
BrainPOP Transportation Notebook Page (attached)
BrainPOP quizzes (online resources)

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to students in their native 

language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student comprehension. This 

could include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly indicating the most important ideas, and 

speaking more slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This helps ELL students 

better understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means providing students with 

a list of important vocabulary words they will need to know for a book, lesson, etc. before the lesson is 

taught. Including pictures to go with the vocabulary words is also very beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand 

and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded 

by excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. 

Because students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use 

with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for 

students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts 

being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer 

questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such as tests and literature 

circles may need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers is beneficial for students 

who have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be helpful so the student is aware of how much time 

they have to complete an assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand 

and remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded 

by excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. 

Because students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use 

with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for 

https://www.getepic.com/book/67872103/communication-technology-from-smoke-signals-to-smartphones?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=content&share=1296393683


students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts 

being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer 

questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students with 

extension/enrichment projects. Students will be challenged to further their understanding, apply 

acquired knowledge, and/or produce something about acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to accommodate those 

students who need to be challenged further. Additional reading, problem-solving, writing, or project 

work is necessary for those students who are ready to move on at a rate more accelerated than their 

peers. This way, G & T students are provided the same opportunity for support as special needs 

students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in limited numbers. Give 

directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written format. Ask students to repeat the instructions 

or directions to ensure understanding occurs. Check back with the student to ensure he/she hasn't 

forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify this assignment to 

ensure the students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of 

the assignment or allow for a different mode of delivery. For instance, many students may hand 

something in, the at-risk student may jot notes and give you the information verbally. Or, it just may be 

that you will need to assign an alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch base with your students 

at risk and find out if they're on track or need some additional support. A few minutes here and there 

will go a long way to intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-on tasks. This means a 

child doing math may require a calculator or counters. The child may need to tape record 

comprehension activities instead of writing them. A child may have to listen to a story being read 

instead of reading it him/herself.

 

Communitcation_Then_And_Now.pdf

Transportation_Then_and_Now.pdf

Then_and_Now_Energy.pdf

Transportation_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf

Energy_Sources_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoHE.2 Cite examples of how technological advances have changed the environment in New 
Jersey and the United States (e.g., energy, transportation, communications). 

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/d9/28/f9/d928f98801709c969654b24c5b0a96ab0cbe7eafc4af26f8c0687d931c797716b54bbc96d2d0c3a90fc2c31217222d8318c67a86afeb3aa9a0b1a9fe1e3a678f_200525.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Communitcation_Then_And_Now.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=7a63360173cdd6c6408cba0cd05b76b4a0c1d2987835f5e4d985ee577a3ce54c
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/49/77/10/4977103b9becd52789c9aed3fd41bee31f1591302dc694ac97005782405935bb93556420753fdf9632dce0c550bfb59f8d527a5737a972afdc99c60167fc55e1_321162.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Transportation_Then_and_Now.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=84f18d1fe201cb32a5a6bda65934fd95f6e817bd5de70a31567579990c043fff
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/92/0c/8b/920c8b8bd404b8349751b443fd6867db34bbc42bd724f07a8bdca0989c599c21bd92c8456075cdef4794da12fb3650d14bebc363d5c48905a2b6fe37b23b6122_298681.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Then_and_Now_Energy.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=b24cddcf0f3770c358e282888336cbcd98866b6091f0633c3c3c0e9cce235349
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/71/08/2e/71082ea50497424a84112cb4f723681881e937e671d923296626972bd51e014811a3b347736aad5267b2052e747f9be7eae56c0bd0068a0b163bb1ae7ffb0f2c_80043.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Transportation_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=37588bef466f7d80f76429e13007b6aa4a103f0a416022716d2f469c599cf5ae
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/13/98/48/139848a66ee4fde77bbafe7ba853beb39bd084b879bb442cb302bfb8fafc6c5dd6a009e3d255c1ac51d130e2d45179c6df630cfddf1837439a78d4957de44f22_81343.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Energy_Sources_-_BrainPOP_Jr_.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=42c3d5d897cb46c566b6192dfc49436f81a1e0f816fcc3df30d3a3ecf9bcb59a


MODULE 9

Student Learning Intentions 
(SLI) WALT: (We are 
learning to…)

We are learning about natural and human-made disasters.

Student Learning Strategies Students will participate in whole-group discussions to analyze how 
disasters can affect humans. 

Success Criteria

We will know we are successful when we can 

• analyze how a natural disaster can affect where humans live
• analyze how a human-made disaster can affect where people 

may live

Formative Assessment (drives 
instructional decisions) Class discussion, student work, exit ticket, BrainPOP quizzes

Activities and Resources

Catastrophic Environmental Events (Natural Disasters)
Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Unit 2 Chapter 4 Lesson 1 
"Our Environment" page 114 - 118
Epic Collection about Natural Disasters 

Watch and Discuss
Natural Disasters
Avalanches
Droughts
Floods
Hurricanes
Tsunami
Volcanoes

Catastrophic Technological Events (Man-Made Disasters)
Read and Discuss
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities Unit 2 Chapter 4 Lesson 2 
"Changing the Environment" page 122-127
Epic Collection
Watch and Discuss
Titanic- BrainPOP

Student Activity
Students can choose a catastrophe to learn more about how it affected 
the people and geography of a location. Organizers (attached)

https://www.getepic.com/collection/31883638/environmental-events?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=collection&share=1296393683
https://www.brainpop.com/science/earthsystem/naturaldisasters/
https://www.brainpop.com/science/earthsystem/avalanches/
https://www.brainpop.com/science/earthsystem/droughts/
https://www.brainpop.com/science/earthsystem/floods/
https://www.brainpop.com/science/weather/hurricanes/
https://www.brainpop.com/science/earthsystem/tsunami/
https://www.brainpop.com/science/earthsystem/volcanoes/
https://www.getepic.com/collection/31883693/technology-events?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=collection&share=1296393683
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/titanic/


Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to students in their native 

language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student comprehension. This could 

include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly indicating the most important ideas, and speaking more 

slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This helps ELL students better 

understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means providing students with a list 

of important vocabulary words they will need to know for a book, lesson, etc. before the lesson is taught. 

Including pictures to go with the vocabulary words is also very beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand and 

remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by 

excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for 

students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts 

being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer 

questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such as tests and literature circles 

may need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers is beneficial for students 

who have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be helpful so the student is aware of how much time they 

have to complete an assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand and 

remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by 

excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for 

students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts 

being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer 

questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students with extension/enrichment 

projects. Students will be challenged to further their understanding, apply acquired knowledge, and/or 

produce something about acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to accommodate those students 

who need to be challenged further. Additional reading, problem-solving, writing, or project work is 

necessary for those students who are ready to move on at a rate more accelerated than their peers. This 

way, G & T students are provided the same opportunity for support as special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure



Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in limited numbers. Give 

directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written format. Ask students to repeat the instructions or 

directions to ensure understanding occurs. Check back with the student to ensure he/she hasn't forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify this assignment to ensure 

the students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of the 

assignment or allow for a different mode of delivery. For instance, many students may hand something in, 

the at-risk student may jot notes and give you the information verbally. Or, it just may be that you will need 

to assign an alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch base with your students at 

risk and find out if they're on track or need some additional support. A few minutes here and there will go a 

long way to intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-on tasks. This means a child 

doing math may require a calculator or counters. The child may need to tape record comprehension 

activities instead of writing them. A child may have to listen to a story being read instead of reading it 

him/herself.

 

NaturalDisasterMiniResearch-1.pdf

NaturalDisastersReflectionWorksheets-1.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoHE.3 Analyze the effects of catastrophic environmental and technological events on human 
settlements and migration. 

MODULE 10

Student Learning Intentions 
(SLI) WALT: (We are learning 
to…)

We are learning how the movement of people changes communities and 
regions.

Student Learning Strategies
Students will participate in whole group discussions to explain why people may 
move to a community or region. 

Success Criteria

We will know we are successful we can  

• explain why people might move to a community or region
• evaluate how the movement of a group of people changes a 

community
• evaluate how the movement of a group of people changes a region

Formative Assessment (drives Student work samples, class discussion, exit ticket

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/d8/d1/af/d8d1af15eca2c6e9c940396b5dcc205217a4429e1d81e87f81590c5d4be4bb515f568d3c042d2f7b817d7a184e2d1c44205671bc60cbd6b1d116b84ab714360e_39924.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22NaturalDisasterMiniResearch-1.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=38deacdc017587d398beb881e69a0d6ab5348e61283dca53e51aa7cb1c3d7593
https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/4d/ed/4f/4ded4fb92962b06be6a86a97a51592745b6dd94dc479679e8c251a7ff6308c259417c598c1db0e80efce8718dad435069cfa7eb3a83b87bcfa0c2087d6e820de_7657999.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22NaturalDisastersReflectionWorksheets-1.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=d2db28cb2f91a8f240ea7fbf5044d074f3c57fd1ba934fa24d32091ea479df24


instructional decisions)

Activities and Resources

Read
Harcourt Social Studies Our Communities
Unit 2 Chapter 3 Lesson 3 "Our Country's Region"
Unit 5 Chapter 9 Lesson 1 "Moving to New Places"

Student Activity
Students can choose a region of the United States to learn more about and 
explore why people might move there. Report organizer (attached)

Collection of EPIC Books about United States Regions
EPIC Collection - United States Regions

Suggested Modifications

English Language Learners

Native language support: The teacher provides auditory or written content to students in their native 

language.

Adjusted Speech: The teacher changes speech patterns to increase student comprehension. This could 

include facing the students, paraphrasing, clearly indicating the most important ideas, and speaking more 

slowly.

Visuals: The teacher uses graphics, pictures, visuals, and manipulatives. This helps ELL students better 

understand and comprehend the subjects at hand. 

Front-Loading Vocabulary: The teacher front-loads vocabulary. This means providing students with a list 

of important vocabulary words they will need to know for a book, lesson, etc. before the lesson is taught. 

Including pictures to go with the vocabulary words is also very beneficial for the students.

Special Education Students

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand and 

remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by 

excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for 

students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts 

being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer 

questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Oral Reading: The teacher will read work orally to students. Classwork such as tests and literature circles 

may need to be read aloud to the student.

Timers: The teacher will use timers as an instructional tool. The use of timers is beneficial for students 

who have trouble completing tasks. Timers can be helpful so the student is aware of how much time they 

have to complete an assignment.

Students with 504 Plans

Chunking: The teacher presents information in a way that makes it easy for students to understand and 

remember. Chunking is based on the presumption that our working memory is easily overloaded by 

excessive detail. The best way to deliver information is to organize it into meaningful units. Because 

students with special needs get overloaded easily, chunking is an effective strategy to use with them.

https://www.getepic.com/collection/31883624/united-states-regions?utm_source=t2t&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=collection&share=1296393683


Checking for Understanding: It is important to constantly check for understanding, especially for 

students who have accommodations. Teachers want to make sure students understand the concepts 

being covered in a way that makes sense to them. 

Extra time: The teacher provides students with special needs extra time to complete work or answer 

questions. It is important to give students enough time to process their thoughts.

Gifted & Talented Strategies

Extensions/Enrichments: Teachers will provide gifted and talented students with extension/enrichment 

projects. Students will be challenged to further their understanding, apply acquired knowledge, and/or 

produce something about acquired knowledge.  

Modify/Change Activities:  Teachers will monitor and modify activities to accommodate those students 

who need to be challenged further. Additional reading, problem-solving, writing, or project work is 

necessary for those students who are ready to move on at a rate more accelerated than their peers. This 

way, G & T students are provided the same opportunity for support as special needs students. 

Students at Risk of School Failure

Directions or Instructions: Ensure directions and instructions are given in limited numbers. Give 

directions/instructions verbally and in a simple written format. Ask students to repeat the instructions or 

directions to ensure understanding occurs. Check back with the student to ensure he/she hasn't 

forgotten. 

Alternate or Modified Assignments: Always ask yourself, "How can I modify this assignment to ensure 

the students at risk can complete it?" Sometimes you'll simplify the task, reduce the length of the 

assignment or allow for a different mode of delivery. For instance, many students may hand something in, 

the at-risk student may jot notes and give you the information verbally. Or, it just may be that you will need 

to assign an alternate assignment.

Increase One to One Time: When other students are working, always touch base with your students at 

risk and find out if they're on track or need some additional support. A few minutes here and there will go a 

long way to intervene as the need presents itself.

Hands-On: As much as possible, think in concrete terms and provide hands-on tasks. This means a child 

doing math may require a calculator or counters. The child may need to tape record comprehension 

activities instead of writing them. A child may have to listen to a story being read instead of reading it 

him/herself.

 

 

US_Region_Report_Page.pdf

SOC.6.1.5.GeoGI.1 Use multiple sources to evaluate the impact of the movement of people from place to 
place on individuals, communities, and regions. 

REFLECTIONS
Please share your experiences with the lessons here.  Some lessons will take more than one class period. 

https://planboard.s3.amazonaws.com/attachments/v2/f9/4d/9e/f94d9e33ea7b74588cf4e98b0dfa196b031438e43df0792b75365bd171fb8c5eea5f115353f519f7807ac8b05ddfeb64a591ad5f0930a88cc10d449ca394dca0_83671.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22US_Region_Report_Page.pdf%22&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA5OS2VEYAEZWDXSFE%2F20240612%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240612T002054Z&X-Amz-Expires=86400&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=4ea35635d6734f8bdd65ce44ac6744e6171984cbf343a61350f89af4d2157629


INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS: NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
FOR ELA, SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE AND/OR MATHEMATICS

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and 
relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

MA.3.MD.B Represent and interpret data. 


