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Brief Summary of Unit

Students will be introduced to the role of a director in a film through a modeled in-depth analysis and
observation of the works of Alfred Hitchcock or any other notable director. Once introduced to the
responsibilities of the director, students will select a director and analyze their intent, message, style, ideology,
and theory over the course of the semester. Students will research and use a critical lens while viewing the
director's technique culminating in a final synthesis paper and presentation.
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Standards

This unit challenges students to locate, evaluate, and use information effectively. Information literacy
includes, but is not limited to, digital, visual, media, textual, and technological literacy. Lessons may include
the research process and how information is created and produced; critical thinking and using information
resources; research methods, including the difference between primary and secondary sources; the difference
between facts, points of view, and opinions, accessing peer-reviewed print and digital library resources; the
economic, legal, social, and ethical issues surrounding the use of information.

The identified standards reflect a developmental progression across grades/ levels and make interdisciplinary
connections across content areas including social sciences, technology, career readiness, cultural awareness
and global citizenship. The standards that follow are relevant to this course in addition to the associated
content-based standards listed below.

LA.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

LA.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to
produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

LA.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements
of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the
characters are introduced and developed).

LA.RL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly



LA.RL.11-12.5

LA.RL.11-12.6

LA.RL.11-12.7

LA.RL.11-12.9

LA.RL.11-12.10a

LA.RL.11-12.10b

LAW.11-12.2.A

LA.W.11-12.2.B

LA.W.11-12.2.C

LA.W.11-12.2.D

LAW.11-12.2.E

LAW.11-12.2.F

LAW.11-12.4

LA.W.11-12.5

LA.W.11-12.6

LA.W.11-12.7

LA.W.11-12.8

fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g.,
the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic
resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly
stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets
the source text. (e.g., Shakespeare and other authors.)

Demonstrate knowledge of and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural
context, and background knowledge) eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century foundational works of literature, including how two or more texts from the same
period treat similar themes or topics.

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems, at grade level or above.

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor,
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.,
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented (e.g.,
articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of
the subject under investigation.

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms
of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and



LA.W.11-12.9

LAW.11-12.9.A

LAW.11-12.9.8
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following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of
eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works, including how
two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).

Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate
the reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of constitutional principles and
use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents]
and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The
Federalist, presidential addresses]”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set
clear goals and assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual
roles as needed.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the
task.

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source.

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and
is sometimes contested.

Observe hyphenation conventions.
Spell correctly.
Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts.

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or



LA.L.11-125.A
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Essential Questions

clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in
the text.

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems,
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among
the data.

Evaluate different careers and develop various plans (e.g., costs of public, private, training
schools) and timetables for achieving them, including educational/training requirements,
costs, loans, and debt repayment.

Assess and modify a personal plan to support current interests and post-secondary plans.

Identify transferable skills in career choices and design alternative career plans based on
those skills.

Determine job entrance criteria (e.g., education credentials, math/writing/reading
comprehension tests, drug tests) used by employers in various industry sectors.

Analyze how the economic, social, and political conditions of a time period can affect the
labor market.

Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas (e.g.,
1.1.12prof.CR3a).

Identify career pathways that highlight personal talents, skills, and abilities (e.g.,
1.4.12prof.CR2b, 2.2.12.LF.8).

Investigate new challenges and opportunities for personal growth, advancement, and
transition (e.g., 2.1.12.PGD.1).

Identify problem-solving strategies used in the development of an innovative product or
practice (e.g., 1.1.12acc.C1b, 2.2.12.PF.3).

Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem
solving (e.g., 1.3E.12profCR3.a).

¢ How does a director's style evolve over time?

e How does the director manipulate a film?

e How is a director's role similar to an author's?

e How should a research paper synthesize information?

e What are universal themes in film? How do they connect to the plot?

e What aspects of MLA format are needed to write a research paper about film?

e What is meant by style ideology and theory? Why is it important?

e What is the relationship between the director and cinematographer?

e What is the style ideology and theory of a director?

e Why are CARS sources important when using the internet for research?



e Why does a director's perspective change over time?

Students Will Know/Students Will Be Skilled At

e How the context of the time in history as well as in a director/author's career may impact a work.
e How to analyze multiple mediums of story telling.

¢ How to closely analyze an individual work as well as a body of works.

¢ How to identify universal themes and plot within a story.

¢ How to objectively compare and contrast the directing styles of a variety of directors.

e How to objectively compare and contrast works created by a single director.

e How to properly research and utilize MLA formatting when writing.

e How to synthesize information into a cohesive product.

e the various styles and ideologies of film making.

Suggested Evidence/Performance Tasks

Developmental progression across years in both reading and writing is evidenced by multiple benchmark
assessment screeners, administered two times per year. Follow up diagnostic assessments are used to target
skill remediation. Student proficiency allows for additional or alternative assessment based on demonstration
or absence of skill.

Students demonstrate differentiated proficiency through both formative and summative assessments in the
classroom. Based on individual student readiness and performance, assessments can be implemented as
formative and/or summative.

The performance tasks listed below are examples of the types of assessments teachers may use in the
classroom and the data collected by the district to track student progress.

Formative:

e Teacher Observations

e Accountable Talk, Socratic Seminars/Fish Bowls

¢ Analysis of multimodal text sets

e Analysis of critical commentary, literary criticism

e Writers Notebook (quick writes/drafts/prewrites), emphasizing author's craft
¢ Close reading analysis of text using evidence as substantiation

e Conferences: Individual and small group, accompanying conference notes
e Reflective exercises and assessments

¢ Oral Reading and Interpretation

e Peer and self-evaluations of learning

¢ Entrance and Exit Tickets



e Open-Ended Responses in Journal

e Textual Analysis Reading Responses
Dialectical Journal

Rhetorical Precis

SOAPSTone Analysis

Summative, including Alternative Assessments:

On-demand Writing Assessments, timed and untimed
Researched Presentations

Performance Assessments

Project-based Learning

Problem-based Learning

e Personalized Learning

e Visual Literacy Prompts

¢ Digital Portfolios

¢ Online Discussion Forums

¢ Analytical and Expository Essay

Benchmark:

e Benchmark reading and writing assessments, scored using rubrics, district-created and standards-
aligned; based on NJSLA, reported twice per year

¢ Engage in text set analysis using visual literacy and close reading analysis strategies to compose a
claim and use evidence as support

¢ Grade-level Standards-based Rubrics

e SAT (grades 11-12)

¢ Final Exam

Potential Analytical Researched Essay Assignment:
Topic: The Classical Paradigm --Directors

Are The Godfather, Citizen Kane, Twelve Angry Men and To Kill a Mockingbird “classical” Hollywood films?
Sidney Lumet describes “The Classical Paradigm,” a narrative structure that guides many American films. In
your paper, choose one side of the questions to argue. Support your thesis with evidence from the film(s),
using your Timothy Corrigan’s chapters and the Making Movies text’s description of the classical paradigm as
a benchmark. If you answer the question “yes,” then you will need to demonstrate how any of these filmscan
be seen as an example of this classical paradigm. Choose the elements of the classical paradigm that are best
illustrated by the film and describe how the film employs those elements to further particular themes. If you
answer the question “no,” then you will need to demonstrate how the films depart from the classical paradigm,
employing elements antithetical to the classical paradigm to further its themes. If you think the film employs
elements that are classical as well as elements that are non-classical, then you need to differentiate between



which elements are classical, which are not, and how they work together to further the film’s themes.

e Annotated research articles of primary and secondary sources.

e Asynchronous online discussion forums on Turnitin.com

e Copious notes of independent film viewing and analysis.

e Final researched essay using primary and secondary textual sources for director's study.

e Process work includes notes, outline, draft, annotated works cites, reflective exercises of director's
study.

e Visual Prezi, Googleslides, video to coincide wiht the director's study.

Suggested Materials

The materials used in this course integrate a variety of leveled instructional, enrichment, and intervention
materials that support student learners at all levels in the school and home environments. Associated web
content and media sources are infused into the unit as applicable and available.

Teachers must refer to the district-approved Core Book List and the Core Film List while selecting whole-
class or small-group leveled resources.

IMDB Top 100 Directors

AMC 50 Greatest Directors of All Time

The Guardian: 40 Best Directors

Course Text: Making Movies, Sidney Lumet

Course Text: Film and Literature: An Introduction and Reader, Corrigan
Course Text: Understanding Movies, Louis Giannetti, Prentice Hall



https://www.cranfordschools.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1774932&type=d&pREC_ID=2180338
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YkbU626g69oK8wQJ7OCRdXbsgOAu7ZJWGw34G3zl6fE/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.imdb.com/list/ls051039937/
http://www.amc.com/movie-guide/the-50-greatest-directors-of-all-time
https://www.theguardian.com/film/features/page/0,11456,1082823,00.html

