
GR 5 Unit 3 The American Revolution
Content Area: Social Studies
Course(s):
Time Period: Marking Period 3
Length: Feb-March
Status: Published

Materials/Activities/Resources
 

Core materials: Social Studies Alive! America's Past: https://www.review.teachtci.com/america-s-past-scope-and-
sequence/full-view.html?p=1

 

Supplemental Resources: 

Newsela Social Studies Compendium: https://newsela.com/signin

    https://newsela.com/read/lib-ushistory-stamp-act/id/28151/  (Stamp Act) 

    https://newsela.com/read/historic-news-bostonteaparty/id/17457/  (Boston Tea Party Article from the Boston 
Gazette published in 1773)

    https://newsela.com/interactive-videos/cl2ta2zm400gt08n85oz18eqe/  (Video:  What You Might Not Know About 
the Declaration of Independence --3:43 minutes)

Flocabulary: www.Flocabulary.com    

 

 

The most applicable grades for the Amistad curriculum units are offered here: 
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units 

 

GRADES 5, 7 & 8     UNIT 2: INDIGENOUS CIVILIZATIONS OF THE AMERICAS (1000 -1600)

GRADES 5, 7 & 8     UNIT 4: THE EMERGING ATLANTIC WORLD (NATIVE AMERICANS, 
AFRICANS, EUROPEANS) (1200 -1700)

GRADES 5 & 8          UNIT 5: ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW NATION & INDEPENDENCE TO 
REPUBLIC (1600 -1800)

GRADES 5 & 8          UNIT 6: THE CONSTITUTION AND THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS (1775 -
1800)

GRADES 5 & 8          UNIT 7: THE EVOLUTION OF A NEW NATION STATE (1801 -1860)

 

https://www.review.teachtci.com/america-s-past-scope-and-sequence/full-view.html?p=1
https://www.review.teachtci.com/america-s-past-scope-and-sequence/full-view.html?p=1
https://newsela.com/signin
https://newsela.com/read/lib-ushistory-stamp-act/id/28151/
https://newsela.com/read/historic-news-bostonteaparty/id/17457/
https://newsela.com/interactive-videos/cl2ta2zm400gt08n85oz18eqe/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flocabulary.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBriant-BurleyA%40gtps.k12.nj.us%7C81ef4c12b11646d8b54b08da39bb52da%7C430a204f271e49b196ae551e0a6fd91e%7C0%7C0%7C637885773965069732%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KjubHWjIF8XwUXmV2Ie8YB3RWMvU9nlSYbaIlkrLlhE%3D&reserved=0
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units


 

Unit Overview
Unit Title:  The American Revolution

Essential Questions:  

 

What were the arguments for/against colonial independence?

How did the colonists win the American Revolution?

Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World by the End of Grade 5 

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.CivicsPD.1: Describe the roles of elected representatives and explain how 

individuals at local, state, and national levels can interact with them.

• 6.1.5.CivicsPD.2: Explain how individuals can initiate and/or influence local, state, or 
national public policymaking (e.g., petitions, proposing laws, contacting elected 
officials).

6.1.5.CivicsPD.3: Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures 
collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges.
6.1.5.CivicsPD.4: Compare the qualifications of candidates running for local, state, or 
national public office with the responsibilities of the position.

 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.Civic.DP.1: Using evidence, explain how the core civic virtues and democratic 

principles impact the decisions made at the local, state, and national government (e.g., 
fairness, equality, common good).

• 6.1.5.CivicsDP.2: Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past 



and present, to violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human 
rights).

• 6.1.5.CivicsDP.3: Describe the role of religious freedom and participatory 
government in various North American colonies.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.CivicsPR.1: Compare procedures for making decisions in a variety of settings 

including classroom, school, government, and /or society.

• 6.1.5.CivicsPR.2: Describe the process by which immigrants can become United 
States citizens.

• 6.1.5.CivicsPR.3: Evaluate school and community rules, laws and/or policies and 
determine if they meet their intended purpose.

• 6.1.5.CivicsPR.4: Explain how policies are developed to address public problems.

 

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.CivicsHR.1: Describe how fundamental rights guaranteed by the United States 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights contribute to the improvement of American 
democracy (i.e., freedom of expression, freedom of religion, freedom of the press, 
freedom of assembly, freedom of petition, the right to vote, and the right to due 
process).

• 6.1.5.CivicsHR.2: Research and cite evidence for how the actions of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and other historical civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social 
change, inspired social activism in subsequent generations.

• 6.1.5.CivicsHR.3: Cite examples from a variety of sources to describe how national 
and international leaders, businesses, and global organizations promote human rights 
and aid

individuals and nations in need.
6.1.5.CivicsHR.4: Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and 
propose solutions to address such actions.



Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.CivicsCM.1: Use a variety of sources to describe the characteristics exhibited by 

real and fictional people that contribute(d) to the well-being of their community and 
country.

• 6.1.5.CivicsCM.2: Use evidence from multiple sources to construct a claim about 
how self- discipline and civility contribute to the common good.

• 6.1.5.CivicsCM.3: Identify the types of behaviors that promote collaboration and 
problem solving with others who have different perspectives.

• 6.1.5.CivicsCM.4: Examine the responsibilities of differing positions of authority and 
identify criteria that are likely to make leaders qualified for those positions.

• 6.1.5.CivicsCM.5: Investigate the lives of New Jersey individuals with diverse 
experiences who have contributed to the improvement of society.

• 6.1.5.CivicsCM.6: Cite evidence from a variety of sources to describe how a 
democracy depends upon and responds to individuals' participation.

 

Geography, People, and the Environment: Human Population Patterns

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.GeoPP.1: Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States 

based on culture, economics, and physical characteristics to understand the concept of 
regionalism.

• 6.1.5.GeoPP.2: Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of 
resources have impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of 
New Jersey and the United States.

• 6.1.5.GeoPP.3: Use geographic models to describe how human movement relates to 
the location of natural resources and sometimes results in conflict.

• 6.1.5.GeoPP.4: Investigate the different physical and human characteristics of urban, 
suburban and rural communities and identify the factors that might attract individuals 
to that space.

• 6.1.5.GeoPP.5: Describe how the migration and settlement patterns of Native 



American groups impacted different regions of the Western Hemisphere.

6.1.5.GeoPP.6: Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences of 
different groups of people and explain why their experiences differed.

Geography, People, and the Environment: Spatial Views of the World

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.GeoSV.1: Identify the maps or types of maps most appropriate for specific 

purposes, (e.g., to locate physical and/or human features in a community, to 
determine the shortest route from one town to another town, to compare the number 
of people living at two or more locations).

• 6.1.5.GeoSV.2: Use maps to explain the impact of location and place on the 
relationships between places in New Jersey, the United States and other countries.

• 6.1.5.GeoSV.3: Demonstrate how to use digital geographic tools, maps and globes to 
measure distances and determine time zones, and locations using latitude and 
longitude.

• 6.1.5.GeoSV.4: Use a variety of geographic representations to describe the 
similarities and differences between places in New Jersey, the United States and the 
world (e.g., maps, data visualizations, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other photographs, 
GPS).

• 6.1.5.GeoSV.5: Use geographic data to examine how the search for natural resources 
resulted in conflict and cooperation among European colonists and Native American 
resulting in changes to

conditions.

 

Geography, People, and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.GeoHE.1: Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives, including aerial 

photographs or satellite images to describe how human activity has impacted the 
physical environment during different periods of time in New Jersey and the United 
States.

• 6.1.5.GeoHE.2: Cite examples of how technological advances have changed the 
environment in New Jersey and the United States (e.g., energy, transportation, 
communications).



• 6.1.5.GeoHE.3: Analyze the effects of catastrophic environmental and technological 
events on human settlements and migration.

Geography, People, and the Environment: Global Interconnections

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.GeoGI.1: Use multiple sources to evaluate the impact of the movement of 

people from place to place on individuals, communities, and regions.

• 6.1.5.GeoGI.2: Use historical maps to explain what led to the exploration of new 
water and land routes.

• 6.1.5.GeoGI.3: Use geographic tools to determine factors that impacted emigration, 
settlement patterns, and regional identities of the US colonies.

• 6.1.5.GeoGI.4: Explain how cultural and environmental characteristics affect the 
distribution and movement of people, goods, and ideas.

 

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking

 

Performance Expectations
6.1.5.EconET.1: Identify positive and negative incentives that influence the decisions people 
make.

• 6.1.5.EconET.2: Use quantitative data to engage in cost benefit analyses of decisions 
that impact the individual and/or community.

• 6.1.5.EconET.3: Explain how scarcity and choice influence decisions made by 
individuals, communities, and nations.

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Exchange and Markets

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.EconEM.1: Explain why individuals and businesses specialize and trade.

• 6.1.5.EconEM.2: Identify examples of the variety of resources that are used to 



produce goods and services (i.e., human capital, physical capital, natural resources).

• 6.1.5.EconEM.3: Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of 
products.

• 6.1.5.EconEM.4: Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that 
geography, natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor 
force play in economic opportunities.

• 6.1.5.EconEM.5: Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, 
and the role of trade.

• 6.1.5.EconEM.6: Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies 
of the colonies and European countries.

 

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: National Economy

 

Performance Expectations
6.1.5.EconNM.1: Explain the ways in which the government pays for the goods and services 
it provides.

• 6.1.5.EconNM.2: Use data to describe how the availability of resources in New Jersey 
and other regions in the United States have impacted economic opportunities.

• 6.1.5.EconNM.3: Describe how the development of different transportation systems 
impacted the economies of New Jersey and the United States.

• 6.1.5.EconNM.4: Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific 
achievement and inventions in many cultures during different historical periods.

• 6.1.5.EconNM.5: Explain how the availability of private and public goods and 
services is influenced by the government and the global economy.

• 6.1.5.EconNM.6: Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.

• 6.1.5.EconNM.7: Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, 
laborers, and governments within the economic system.

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Global Economy

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.EconGE.1: Explain how the development of communication systems has led to 



increased collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the 
world.

• 6.1.5.EconGE.2: Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods 
and services are interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the 
world community.

• 6.1.5.EconGE.3: Use economic data to explain how trade leads to increasing 
economic interdependence among nations.

• 6.1.5.EconGE.4: Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects 
people across the world differently.

• 6.1.5.EconGE.5: Evaluate the economic impact of science and technology 
innovations on European exploration.

 

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.1: Analyze key historical events from the past to explain how they led 

to the creation of the state of New Jersey and the United States.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.2: Use a variety of sources to illustrate how the American identity has 
evolved over time.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.3: Use multiple sources to describe how George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and Governor William Livingston have impacted state 
and national governments over time.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.4: Use evidence to document how the interactions among African, 
European, and Native American groups impacted their respective cultures.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.5: Analyze the power struggle among European countries and 
determine its impact on people living in Europe and the Americas.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.6: Use multiple sources to make evidence-based inferences on the 
impact of European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni 
Lenape of New Jersey.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.7: Evaluate the initial and lasting impact of slavery using sources that 
represent multiple perspectives.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.8: Make evidence-based inferences to describe how the influence of 
Native American groups, including the Lenni Lenape culture, is manifested in 
different regions of New Jersey.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.9: Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of 



prominent figures who lived New Jersey.

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.10: Analyze the power struggle among European countries and 

determine its impact on people living in Europe and the Americas.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.11: Make evidence-based inferences to explain the impact that belief 
systems and family structures of African, European, and Native American groups had 
on government structures.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.12: Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory 
government in various North American colonies.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.13: Craft a claim explaining how the development of early 
government structures impacted the evolution of American politics and institutions.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.14: Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in 
Colonial labor systems.

• 6.1.5.HistoryCC.15: Analyze key historical documents to determine the role they 
played in past and present-day government and citizenship (i.e., the Mayflower 
Compact, the Declaration of

Independence, the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights).

 

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives

 

Performance Expectations
• 6.1.5.HistoryUP.1: Describe the reasons various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, 

immigrated to New Jersey and America, and cite evidence from multiple perspectives 
to describe the challenges they encountered.

• 6.1.5.HistoryUP.2: Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and 
family structures among African, European, and Native American groups.

• 6.1.5.HistoryUP.3: Use multiple perspectives to evaluate the impact of the Columbian 
Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture.

• 6.1.5.HistoryUP.4: Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural 
practices, and political systems of Native American groups.

• 6.1.5.HistoryUP.5: Compare and contrast historians' interpretations of important 



historical ideas, resources and events.

• 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6: Evaluate the impact of different interpretations of experiences and 
events by people with different cultural or individual perspectives.

• 6.1.5.HistoryUP.7: Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other 
cultures in an interconnected world.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence

 

Performance Expectations
6.1.5.HistorySE.1: Examine multiple accounts of early European explorations of North 
America including major land and water routes, reasons for exploration, and the impact the 
exploration had.
6.1.5.HistorySE.2: Construct an argument for the significant and enduring role of historical 
symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American identity.

 

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation

 

Performance Expectations
6.1.5.HistoryCA.1: Craft an argument, supported with historical evidence, for how factors such 
as demographics (e.g., race, gender, religion, and economic status) affected social, economic, 
and political opportunities during the Colonial era.

 

 

Technology
Full list on district teacher page

 



Map resources:

https://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/ 

https://earth.google.com/web/

Assessment
Formative Assessment

• Teacher Observation
• Graphic Organizers / Student Forms
• Daily Lesson Checks and Correct & Redirect Opportunities in the Teacher's Guide

Summative Assessment

• Lesson Tests
• Unit Tests
• RSTs
• Essays

Accommodations & Modifications
Special Education

● In class/pull out support with special ed teacher
● Additional time during intervention time
● Preferred seating
● Extended time for completing tasks
● Graphic organizers
● Vocabulary support
● Leveled texts in NewsELA 

● Mixed Ability Grouping

 
504

● In class/pull out support with special ed teacher
● Additional time during intervention time
● Preferred seating
● Extended time for completing tasks
● Graphic organizers
● Vocabulary support
● Scribe
● Mixed Ability Grouping

 
ELL

https://mapmaker.nationalgeographic.org/
https://earth.google.com/web/


● Translation device/dictionary
● In class/pull out support with ESL teacher
● Leveled texts in NewsELA 
● Preferred seating
● Extended time for completing tasks
● Graphic organizers
● Vocabulary support

 

 
At-Risk of Failure

● Additional time during intervention time
● Graphic organizers
● Vocabulary support
Gifted & Talented 

● Independent projects
● Leveled texts in NewsELA

 

Interdisciplinary Connections
Cross-curricular: Writing in History Standards.

 

Social and Emotional Learning Connections
Learning Mindset:  Self-Reflection, Noticing, Seeking Challenges, Purpose, Growth Mindset, Belonging

21st Century Life Literacies & Key Skills
Financial Health

Financial Landscape

Money Management

Career Awareness and Planning

Creativity and Innovation

Critical Thinking and Problem-solving



Digital Citizenship

Global and Cultural Awareness

Information and Media Literacy

Technology Literacy

Standards in Action: Climate Change

Career Ready Practices
• CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.
• CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.
• CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason
• CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.
• CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
• CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.


