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“The volume of independent, silent 
reading that students do in school 

is significantly related to gains 
in reading achievement.” 

(Swan, Coddington, Guthrie, 2010; Herbert & Reutzel, 2010; 
Cunningham & Stanovich, 2003)



- Continuity is needed in the district regarding best practices 
within literacy instruction.

- Need for a shift from a whole group model to a more 
differentiated approach to teaching literacy.

- Wonders Anthology is on or above grade level.



- Teaching readers, not texts.

- On level independent reading while teacher differentiates.

- Using assessments/data to drive instruction (DRA).

- Incorporating student choice.

- Moving Wonders Anthology stories to become the Read Aloud.

- Make teachers aware of all the Wonders resources and how to use 
them efficiently. 



WHAT is the resource ? HOW do you use it? WHY do you use it? 
Literature Big Books ● Used for Read Alouds 

● Every week there is a different Literature Big 
Book to utilize.

● Audio available online. 
● Should be used as a comprehension focus. 
● Could be utilized as a model during 

independent reading time to support 
instruction during small group work. 

● Readers need exposure to various 
texts.

● Readers need a common text to 
build and practice comprehension 
skills and strategies. 

Reading/Writing Workshop 
Big Book (with Wonders 

Cover)

● Teachers can use it for shared reading.
● Audio can be used if they are not on level.

● Less complex text that will allow 
for readers to read independently. 

● Readers need time to practice 
decoding skills, print strategies 
and fluency. 



● Students need time to independently read on their level. 
- During RW block.

● Students choose their own books to read during Readers Workshop. 

● Students are not just reading the words, they are understanding the 
story.

● Students are given time to talk about books they are reading.

● Reinforce reading for meaning, thinking while reading, and making 
questions and connections.







- Anthology utilized as the read aloud due to text complexity.

- Listening comprehension is greater than reading comprehension.

- Read aloud should be planned in a way that reinforces taught skills and 
strategies through a think aloud. 

- Teacher models what the students should be doing while reading 
independently.

- Teacher should plan for opportunities for students to turn and talk about what 
they are thinking throughout the entire read aloud.



- All students’ eyes on the same text with the text large 
enough for them to see. 

-Typically grades K-1 ( can be 2nd grade). 

-Main purpose is to help students work on fluency, practice 
print strategies, vocabulary, and comprehension. 



Minilesson
-10 minutes (whole group)
- Focuses on a specific strategy, skill, or procedure.

Independent Reading
-  30 minutes (independent)
-  Guided Reading/Strategy Groups

Share
- 5 minutes (whole group)
- Sharing, reflection, clearing up misconceptions



Minilesson should be about 10 minutes in length

● Connection (1 minute)

● Teaching (5 minutes)

● Active Engagement (3 minutes)

● Link (1 minute)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2HCLiUcarcM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPHVmIOcFbg




“Students who read independently 
become better readers, score higher 
on achievement tests in all subject 

areas, and have greater content 
knowledge than those who do not” 

(Krashen 1993; Cunningham and Stanovich 1991; Stanovich and Cunningham 1993). 



- Classroom libraries should be encouraged whenever possible. 

- Students can gain access to more books on their independent 
level through classroom libraries.  

- Wonders leveled books (K-6).

- Additional Wonders online leveled books are available. 







- Great way to keep students organized.

- This will help to ensure that they maximize their independent 
reading time by READING not looking for materials.

- Students reading at lower levels (K-2) should shop for books 
every 2 days.

- Students at grades 3-6 should shop for books once a week. 
This should contain many books to sustain a week of reading.





- This is a place for students to write about their thoughts, 
feelings, and reactions to their reading. 

- Provides teacher with insight into students’ thinking.

- You can use this notebook when students are in the respond 
to text center.

- Digital notebooks can be utilized as well. 



● Guided Reading: Group students by instructional reading level. 

● Strategy Groups: Focuses on strategies/skills that students need 
improvement on.

● Teacher monitors and guides the reading or strategy as needed.

● Maintain anecdotal records in order to drive future instruction and 
monitor student progress.  

● Meet with struggling students more frequently

● K-2 “Learn to Read”  3-6 “Read to Learn” 





● Explicit instruction with the teacher to help the student improve their reading.

● It is a small group with other students of similar ability. Students are grouped 

by their instructional reading level based on DRA. 

● The students are given a book at their instructional level. 

● Teacher monitors and guides the reading of each child as needed.

● In the lower grades, guided reading groups helps students move up in 

reading levels. 

● Reading at their instructional level can be challenging.



There’s a flood.

You’re very 
sick.

There’s a fire.

You brought 
me coffee!

Justin Timberlake walked into 
the room.



https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/guided-reading-introduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=27&v=2p_v2HSqTDI


● A strategy group occurs when students need help with 

a similar skill or strategy. 

● The teacher focuses on only one skill/strategy.

● These students do not need to have the same reading level.

● Follow-up is needed.

● Anecdotal Records are needed to drive instruction 

● Components: Set the purpose, Model the strategy, Guided 

Practice, and Assignment





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUdCUtHCKRI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRcjDpRbBmE


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azi2iASKv3I


This is an opportunity to infuse other Wonders Resources.

For example: 

- Workstation Activity Cards from Wonders
- Grammar Pages  ( Online )
- Response to Reading ( RW book, Close Reading Companion - higher level-). 
- Wonders Online Games 
- Vocabulary
- Typing Skills

Provides teacher additional time to pull small groups for guided reading/ strategy 
groups. 



- An anchor chart is a tool that is used to 
support instruction.

- Provides a record of skills and strategies 
taught.

- Students should refer to anchor charts 
while independently reading on a daily 
basis. 



● Guided Reading is important.

● Independent Reading should take place during the RW block.
 

● Students need access to a variety of books.

● Use DRA to drive instruction.

● Less whole group instruction = More opportunities for student 
engagement to practice the strategy and for teachers to provide 
individualized instruction.



“Students, even those who find reading 
challenging, thrive in classrooms that are filled 
with books at different levels, where the teacher 
celebrates books, and students are given choice 

in what they read, as well as time 
and support to read it”

 (Pressley, et al, 2006; Allington, 2012). 



● What should you look for when you are observing Readers 
Workshop?

● What should teacher engagement look like?

● What should student engagement look like? 

● What should guided reading/strategy groups look like?

● What does independent reading look like?

● Where can students access leveled readers?



Join here:
www.kahoot.it

Reading Edition!

https://play.kahoot.it/#/?quizId=47a62dff-1f46-4ec4-9340-50f8f8f4d921


- Goal is to help students think like readers.

- Focuses on a skill or strategy (i.e, characters, plot, setting, 
main idea, etc.).

- Precise and explicit language will help students understand 
minilesson concepts.

- If 60% or more of the students need help with a skill, it should 
be taught as a whole group. 


