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“Studies show that students who learn the 
writing process score better on state writing 

tests than those who receive only specific 
instruction in the skills assessed on the test. 

This type of authentic writing produces lifelong 
learners and allows students to apply their 

writing skills to all subjects. ” 
(readwritethink.org)



● Most teachers seem to define writing as responding to 
reading as opposed to writing through the process.

● Clarification is needed regarding the Wonders writing 
resources.

● Writing through the process needs to be emphasized.

● When there is a focus on writing strategies, it is more likely 
that those strategies will transfer to additional writing 
pieces. 

 



- Moving to process writing instead of responding to reading in 
the writing block.
 

- Independent writing while teacher differentiates.

- Incorporating student choice regarding topic selection. 

- Make teachers aware of all the Wonders resources and how to 
use them efficiently. 

- NJSLS places an emphasis on skills and strategies connected 
to narrative, opinion/argumentative, and informational writing.



WHAT is the resource ? HOW do you use it? WHY do you use it? 
Writer’s Workspace

 Rubric
{My Editing Checklist}

● Can be used to get ideas for mini lessons 
during the editing stage

● Conference/ small group teaching points. 

● Good writers edit their drafts so that 
their compositions are comprehensible.

● Editing is an essential part of the 
writing process. 

Writer’s Workspace
 Rubric

{My Writing Checklist}
{Genre Specific}

● Depending on the genre, can be used to 
get ideas for mini lessons during the writing 
stage

● Conference/ small group teaching points. 

● Good writers edit their drafts so that 
their compositions are comprehensible.

● Editing is an essential part of the 
writing process. 





● Writing needs to be taught like any other subject with many opportunities for 
practice.

● Students need to be explicitly taught HOW to write.

● Students need to cycle through the writing process.

● Students need clear goals and frequent feedback.

● Writers write pieces that are meaningful and for an audience of readers.
Celebration! 



K-2

● Prewrite
● Draft
● Revise
● Proofread/Edit
● Publish
● Celebrate

Grades 3-6

● Generate/Collect ideas
● Choose an Idea
● Prewrite
● Draft
● Revise
● Proofread/Edit
● Publish
● Celebrate





- Within any given week, the focus is on one genre of writing. 

- Have a plan for the whole class. 

- Teach strategies to students that support them in moving 
through the writing process.

- Address individual needs in small group lessons and 
conferences.





Minilesson
-10 minutes (whole group)
- Focuses on a specific strategy, skill, or procedure.

Independent Writing
-  25 minutes (independent)
-  Conferring with students individually or small group.

Share
- 5 minutes (whole group)
- Sharing work, reflection, clearing up misconceptions



Minilesson should be about 10 minutes in length

● Connection (1 minute)

● Teaching (5 minutes)

● Active Engagement (3 minutes)

● Link (1 minute)



- Minilessons occur everyday!

- Teacher models the whole process of writing!

- Purpose is to teach the writer, focusing on a skill.
 (i.e. leads/openings, dialogue, adjectives, etc.)

- Precise and explicit language will help students understand minilesson 
principles.

- Being able to apply the strategy with the teacher’s support helps 
students make a link to their own writing. 





- Teachers should write in front of their students, thinking aloud as they 
compose. 

- Teachers can also show students what strategies look like in published 
books. 

- Be mindful of using mentor texts. 

- Can even use student examples as a model. 







Minilesson- Larry

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwvXyDOKlX8
https://vimeo.com/141188488




- A place for students to collect their writing pieces, ideas and try out different skills. 
 

- Encourage students to use their notebooks for experimenting with their ideas.

- Can use Chromebook as notebook for the upper grades.

- Teacher should have a notebook (This serves as a model for the students.)

- Share time on the rug/floor with notebook at the end of the Writer’s Workshop. 
  

- The student decides what story they will publish(portfolio choice). 

- Students will continue applying taught skills and strategies to existing writing pieces in 
their notebook. “WHEN YOU THINK YOU’RE DONE-YOU’VE JUST BEGUN!”







- Teacher meets one on one in order to individualize instruction.

- Only focus on one skill/ strategy during the conference.

- Confer with multiple students a day during independent writing time.  
 

- 4-7 minutes per conference. 

- The conference is one way to assess students’ writing development.

- Anecdotal record keeping is necessary in order to drive future 
instruction.  



Look at THIS

https://ytcropper.com/cropped/U85c13e94560e2a


- Occurs during independent writing time.

- Teacher can group students and address skills and strategies for both 
struggling and more advanced writers.

- Conference time saver: pull students with similar needs.

- Allows for teachers to teach an explicit writing strategy to one group of 
students.

- Teacher can demonstrate a strategy that will improve students’ writing and 
students can practice it independently with the teacher there to scaffold. 







- An anchor chart is a tool that is used to 
support instruction (i.e. “anchor” the 
learning for students). 

- Provides a record of skills and strategies 
taught.

- Students should refer to anchor charts 
while independently writing on a daily 
basis. 



- “Teach the writer, not the writing.”  

- Kids have choice on their topics. This leads to better 
engagement. 

- Responding to text (RACER) is writing about reading. This is 
done during the READING block.

- Writers workshop makes writing a SUBJECT.  Writing has its 
own block schedule. 



“You don’t learn to write by going 
through a series of preset writing 

exercises. You learn to write by 
grappling with a real subject that 

truly matters to you.”
(Ralph Fletcher, author)





Way to go, 
Bucs!







● What should you look for when you are observing Writer’s Workshop?
● What should teacher engagement look like?
● When does conferencing take place?
● What does conferencing look like?
● What is the difference between one-on-one conferencing and strategy 

groups?
● What should student engagement look like? 
● What does independent writing look like?
● Why do we celebrate student writing? 
● When does the writing celebration take place in the different grade levels?



Join here:
www.kahoot.it

Writing Edition!

https://play.kahoot.it/#/k/5776496e-9135-49a4-a6a5-d586a1093a6d

