Name
 Class
 Date



Skills Worksheet

Active Reading

Section: The Environment and Society

Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

The decisions and actions of all people in the world affect our environment. But the unequal distribution of wealth and resources around the world influences the environmental problems that a society faces and the choices it can make. The United Nations generally classifies countries as either developed or developing. Developed countries have higher average incomes, slower population growth, diverse industrial economies, and stronger social support systems. They include the United States, Canada, Japan, and the countries of Western Europe. Developing countries have lower average incomes, simple and agriculture-based economies, and rapid population growth. In between are middle-income countries, such as Mexico, Brazil, and Malaysia.
IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS

One reading skill is the ability to identify the main idea of a passage. The main idea is the main focus or key idea. Frequently a main idea is accompanied by supporting information that offers detailed facts about main ideas.

Read each question and write the answer in the space provided.


1.
What organization has classified countries as developing or developed?
2. List two developed countries.

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

In the space provided, write the letter of the phrase that best completes each statement.



3.
Developed countries often


a.
have higher average incomes and faster population growth.


b.
have higher average incomes and slower population growth.


c.
have faster population growth and diverse industrial economies.


d.
eventually become developing countries.


4.
Developing countries often


a.
have lower average incomes and slower population growth.


b.
have middle incomes.


c.
include Mexico and Brazil.


d.
have lower average incomes and faster population growth.
Active Reading continued

RECOGNIZING SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES

One reading skill is the ability to recognize similarities and differences between two phrases, ideas, or things. This is sometimes known as comparing and contrasting.
Read each question and write your answer in the space provided.


5.
The suffix -ed forms the past participle of a verb: work becomes worked. The suffix -ing is used to form the present participle of a verb: swim becomes swimming. Using this information, define a developed country.


6.
Define a developing country.


7.
What type of economy does a developed country have?


8.
What type of economy does a developing country have?


9.
How do the social support systems of developed countries differ from those of developing countries?
RECOGNIZING CAUSE AND EFFECT

One reading skill is the ability to recognize cause and effect.
Read the question and write your answer in the space provided.

1
0.
What factor affects environmental problems and the number of choices a society can make?

develop and habitats are destroyed; and develop cleaner fuels and more efficient cars and machinery.


17.
Accept any thoughtful answer. Sample answer: a citizen will be looking for public health and environmental benefits that will enhance the community’s quality of life. The citizen may consider the benefits worth the cost. (Or, student might point out that citizens are taxpayers and might be wary of paying additional taxes.) The company CEO might be concerned about costs that seem too high to warrant making environmental initiatives cost-effective for the business. A city manager might have (or need to have) the most balanced view, wanting to make improvements that would enhance the lives of the city’s citizens but that would keep the city within municipal budget limits.


18.
Accept any thoughtful answer. Sample answer: Nothing enters or leaves a closed system; for Earth, only sunlight enters and heat leaves. This means that limited resources cannot be replenished if growing populations consume them at too fast a rate. Another consequence is that wastes can accumulate more quickly than they can be disposed of. Environmental problems that have local or regional effects must be dealt with on a different scale—one that takes into account the scope of the given problem. Within a more restricted perspective, smaller areas are not necessarily considered closed systems. Examples: a polluted river might be receiving toxins from a local manufacturer or from farm chemicals three states away; landfill space might be filling up because of poor local recycling programs, or the local landfill might be receiving wastes from great distances; declines in wintering birds might reflect a loss of forest habitat due to local development, or it might be the result of disturbed wetlands in the birds’ summer habitat. Some environmental problems are global in nature, such as ozone depletion and global warming. Another approach to answering this question is 
to mention that environmental conflicts can occur between two neighbors, between two varying interests in the same town, or between towns.


19.
Answers may vary; accept any thoughtful answer. Answers should address the conflict that arises between individual interests and the good of society when environmental problems are being faced. Possible topics: protecting endangered species by limiting new commercial or residential development; weighing the preservation of old or rare habitats against the economic benefits of new development; dealing with conflicting claims over rights to natural water supplies and the use of water for irrigation; worsening of local air pollution and resistance by various parties to the tightening of air quality regulations.
Active Reading

SECTION: UNDERSTANDING OUR ENVIRONMENT


1.
An area of land can support many more people if it is used for farming instead of hunting and gathering.


2.
d


3.
the tilling of a field


4.
seeds


5.
harvested


6.
Domesticated


7.
c


8.
The human population grew dramatically and began concentrating in smaller areas.


9.
Humans began farming instead of hunting and gathering, their populations grew, and they concentrated in smaller areas.
SECTION: THE ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY


1.
the United Nations


2.
Students may choose two of the following: the United States, Canada, Japan, or any of the countries of Western Europe.


3.
b


4.
d


5.
A developed country is one that has (in the past) already developed, or grown to its completion.

6.
A developing country is one that is (in the present) still developing, or growing toward completion.


7.
a diverse industrial economy


8.
an agriculture-based economy


9.
Developed countries have stronger social support systems.


10.
the unequal distribution of wealth and resources

Map Skills


1.
1947; 1987


2.
about one fourth


3.
between 1947 and 1977


4.
The remaining forest areas are located, in most cases, far from the major cities.


5.
Answers may vary but some students may suggest that the most likely cause was a rise in conservation projects. Others may suggest that the location of the remaining forest might make it more difficult to remove.
Quiz

SECTION: UNDERSTANDING OUR ENVIRONMENT

Matching
Multiple Choice


1.
e
6.
b


2.
c
7.
a


3.
d
8.
c


4.
b
9.
a


5.
a
10.
a

SECTION: THE ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY

Matching
Multiple Choice

1.
c
6.
a


2.
e
7.
b


3.
a
8.
c


4.
d
9.
c


5.
b
10.
d
Chapter Test General

MATCHING


1.
e
6.
d


2.
g
7.
j


3.
a
8.
h


4.
I
9.
f


5.
b
10.
c
MULTIPLE CHOICE


11.
d
16.
a


12.
c
17.
b


13.
d
18.
a


14.
b
19.
c


15.
d
20.
d
Chapter Test Advanced

MATCHING


1.
e
6.
h


2.
j
7.
b


3.
I
8.
c


4.
a
9.
f


5.
d
10.
g
MULTIPLE CHOICE


11.
b
15.
b


12.
d
16.
a


13.
a
17.
d


14.
d
18.
c
SHORT ANSWER


19.
Humans cause the extinction of certain species primarily by destroying organisms’ habitat (habitat loss). Students might also suggest that pollution or over hunting cause extinction. Either answer is acceptable since both factors contribute to extinction. However, the primary cause of extinction through human activities is the loss of species habitat.


20.
Answers may vary. The most obvious choices will be the three major categories of environmental problems: pollution, resource depletion, and loss of biodiversity. Other acceptable answers, some of which are components of the major categories, include: overpopulation, global warming, ozone depletion, habitat loss, and pollution or overuse of water resources.
INTERPRETING GRAPHICS


21.
Brazil


22.
Costa Rica


23.
Thailand
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