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Unit Overview
Students will immerse themselves in argumentation and the format and construction of Lincoln Douglas 
debate affirmative and negative cases.

 

 

 

 

Enduring Understanding
• Debate is formalized public speaking in which participants prepare and present speeches on opposite sides of an issue to 

determine which side has the stronger argument. 
• Debate is a competitive event that teaches clear thinking, aggressive delivery and organization skills. 
• Different debate formats include cross-examination; Lincoln-Douglas and traditional forms. 
• Deductive and inductive reasoning use data in different ways in order to promote logical ideas. 
• The wording of a proposition is essential to understanding a speaker’s focus. 
• Propositions of facts value and policy differ in their approaches to wording and focus of central debate issues. 
• Proof should be organized according to its logical, emotional and ethical components. 



• Debaters must use well-prepared constructive speeches as a means to win an audience to their dies of a controversial issue. 
• Students will construct a brief that conveys both sides of controversial issues in order to anticipate challenges. 
• Competitive speaking events use refutation and rebuttal in order to challenge statements made by their opponents. 
• Debaters must use intense and emphatic delivery skills in a competitive contest. 
• Debate strategies include incorporating key and stock issues as techniques in winning a formal argument.

Essential Questions
• What are the specialized features of debate? 
• What are the purposes of argumentation? 
• What are the different debate formats? 
• What is deductive and inductive reasoning? 
• How do we frame a proposition and organize proof? 
• What are differences between a proposition of facts, value and policy? 
• What are the responsibilities of the affirmative and negative members of a debate? 
• How do we organize a brief? 
• How does a speaker use the rhetorical devices of refutation and rebuttal? 
• How is debate the culmination of a speaker’s delivery skills? 
• What strategies are used to win a competitive debate?

Exit Skills
• Recognize and understand the principles of debate.
• Frame a position for a controversial issue.
• Focus on one side in a debate.
• Find prima facie evidence in order to challenge the status quo
• Research a topic in order to argue for one side of a proposition.
• Work in a cooperative manner on a team to win an event.
• Deliver a cohesive and powerful constructive speech.
• Deliver a strong, compelling argument based on logical, emotional and ethical proof.
• Use key and stock issues in a debate.
• Challenge and refute counterclaims.
• Use delivery skills for emphasis and audience appeal.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS-S)

LA.L.11-12.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

LA.L.11-12.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 



and spelling when writing. 

LA.L.11-12.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 
reading or listening. 

LA.L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

LA.L.11-12.4.A Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position 
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

LA.L.11-12.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

LA.L.11-12.5.A Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in 
the text. 

LA.L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

LA.W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes. 

LA.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

LA.SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 

LA.SL.11-12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

LA.SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The 
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

LA.SL.11-12.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest. 

LA.SL.11-12.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. 

LA.11-12.SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among 
the data. 

Interdisciplinary Connections

CRP.K-12.CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP.K-12.CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP.K-12.CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP.K-12.CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP.K-12.CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP.K-12.CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 



CRP.K-12.CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

CRP.K-12.CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

CRP.K-12.CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Learning Objectives
• Recognize and understand the principles of debate.
• Frame a position for a controversial issue.
• Focus on one side in a debate.
• Find prima facie evidence in order to challenge the status quo
• Research a topic in order to argue for one side of a proposition.
• Work in a cooperative manner on a team to win an event.
• Deliver a cohesive and powerful constructive speech.
• Deliver a strong, compelling argument based on logical, emotional and ethical proof.
• Use key and stock issues in a debate.
• Challenge and refute counterclaims.
• Use delivery skills for emphasis and audience appeal.

 





 

Suggested Activities & Best Practices
Using the Have a Heart handout, students complete INDIVIDUALLY (one students acting as the Board of 
Directors of the Hospital, listing in order of preference, based on the information provided, the person who 
should receive the one available heart). Whole class discussion/debate on why groups made the choices they 
made...first student opportunity to defend claims and counterclaims. Leads to discussion of difference between 
an emotional/moral claim to one stated and supported by factual information. Assign each group: 1) List 3 
reasons why your first choice recipient should NOT get the heart, and 2) List 3 reasons why your last choice 
recipient SHOULD get the heart. Do mock debate between two groups, walking students through the Lincoln 
Douglas format. 6. Over the course of several days, ask students to construct 3 reasons FOR and 3 reasons 
AGAINST each of the five heart candidates, researching and using evidence to support each of their claims.

Students will construct both an affirmative and negative case, using the current NSDA topic, in order to 
participate in an in-class practice tournament, AND take to actual competitive tournaments.

 



 

 

 

 

Assessment Evidence - Checking for Understanding (CFU)
"Have a Heart" Debate.- summative assessment

In-class practice debate.  - formative assessment 

Class Discussions - formative assessment 

Public Speaking Graphic Organizers - alternative assessment 

Other CFUs used at the teacher's discretion

•    Admit Tickets     . 

•    Anticipation Guide     . 

•    Common Benchmarks     . 

•    Compare & Contrast     . 

•    Create a Multimedia Poster     . 

•    DBQ's     . 

•    Define     . 

•    Describe     . 

•    Evaluate     . 

•    Evaluation rubrics     . 

•    Exit Tickets     . 

•    Explaining     . 

•    Fist- to-Five or Thumb-Ometer     . 

•    Illustration     . 

•    Journals     . 

•    KWL Chart     . 

•    Learning Center Activities     . 

•    Multimedia Reports     . 

•    Newspaper Headline     . 

•    Outline     . 

•    Question Stems     . 

•    Quickwrite     . 



•    Quizzes     . 

•    Red Light, Green Light     . 

•    Self- assessments     . 

•    Socratic Seminar     . 

•    Study Guide     . 

•    Surveys     . 

•    Teacher Observation Checklist     . 

•    Think, Pair, Share     . 

•    Think, Write, Pair, Share     . 

•    Top 10 List     . 

•    Unit review/Test prep     . 

•    Unit tests     . 

•    Web-Based Assessments     . 

•    Written Reports     . 

Primary Resources & Materials
Speech for effective Communication by Robert F. Verderber (Holt, Rinehart and Winston)

Projects in Effective Communication, Editorial Director Carol Francis (Pearson Hall)

Plato

Ancillary Resources
http://www.thinkinfinity.org

http://www.csus.edu/indiv/k/kiddv/comsites/speeches.html/

http://www.abolngman.com/ab/publicspeaking-2

http://www.newyorktimes.com

Technology Infusion
Google Classroom 

Google Website

Blogger



Google Docs

Google Slides

Screencastify

Other technology infusions are used at the teacher's discretion.

 



 

 

 

 



Alignment to 21st Century Skills & Technology
21st Century Skills & Technology:

• English Language Arts;
• Social Studies, including American History, World History, Geography, Government and Civics, and 

Economics; 
• World languages;
• Technology;
• Visual and Performing Arts.

 

21st Century Skills/Interdisciplinary Themes

•    Communication and Collaboration     . 

•    Creativity and Innovation     . 

•    Critical thinking and Problem Solving     . 

•    ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy     . 

•    Information Literacy     . 

•    Life and Career Skills     . 

•    Media Literacy     . 

21st Century Skills
 

•    Civic Literacy     . 

•    Environmental Literacy     . 

•    Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy     . 

•    Global Awareness     . 

•    Health Literacy     . 

Differentiation
Differentiations:

        -Extra time to complete assignments



        -Repeat directions in class and on teacher website

        -Preview vocabulary and notes on teacher website

Hi-Prep Differentiations:

        -Leveled rubric (student made) 

        -Literature Circles/Socratic Seminar

Lo-Prep Differentiations

         -Flexible grouping/seating among classmates

         -Think-Pair-Share Online Blog entries

Special Education Learning (IEP's & 504's)
-Provide modifications in workload and extended time as specified in the student's IEP/504 plan 

 

             -Allow extra time for online blog submissions

 

             -Allow student to preview the material via teacher website

 

-Use of computer or electronic device during class to follow lesson, take notes, refer to HW for discussion

 

-Modeled techniques and speeches with discussions for student retention. 

 

•    printed copy of board work/notes provided     . 

•    additional time for skill mastery     . 

•    assistive technology     . 

•    behavior management plan     . 

•    Center-Based Instruction     . 

•    check work frequently for understanding     . 

•    computer or electronic device utilizes     . 

•    extended time on tests/ quizzes     . 

•    have student repeat directions to check for understanding     . 



•    highlighted text visual presentation     . 

•    modified assignment format     . 

•    modified test content     . 

•    modified test format     . 

•    modified test length     . 

•    multiple test sessions     . 

•    multi-sensory presentation     . 

•    preferential seating     . 

•    preview of content, concepts, and vocabulary     . 

•    Provide modifications as dictated in the student's IEP/504 plan     . 

•    reduced/shortened reading assignments     . 

•    Reduced/shortened written assignments     . 

•    secure attention before giving instruction/directions     . 

•    shortened assignments     . 

•    student working with an assigned partner     . 

•    teacher initiated weekly assignment sheet     . 

•    Use open book, study guides, test prototypes     . 

English Language Learning (ELL)
-Allow for shorter blog and homework responses

-Use of Youtube videos and Screencasts of lessons for student retention and clarification of material located 
on teacher's website.

 

 

 

•    teaching key aspects of a topic.  Eliminate nonessential information     . 

•    using videos, illustrations, pictures, and drawings to explain or clarif     . 

•    allowing products (projects, timelines, demonstrations, models, drawings, dioramas, poster boards, 
charts, graphs, slide shows, videos, etc.) to demonstrate student’s learning;

    . 

•    allowing students to correct errors (looking for understanding)     . 

•    allowing the use of note cards or open-book during testing     . 

•    decreasing the amount of workpresented or required     . 

•    having peers take notes or providing a copy of the teacher’s notes     . 

•    modifying tests to reflect selected objectives     . 

•    providing study guides     . 

•    reducing or omitting lengthy outside reading assignments     . 

•    reducing the number of answer choices on a multiple choice test     . 



•    tutoring by peers     . 

•    using computer word processing spell check and grammar check features     . 

•    using true/false, matching, or fill in the blank tests in lieu of essay tests     . 

At Risk
-Reduce multiple choice options and build the options back into the lessons so students get a feel for true AP 
questions

-Provide a copy of the teacher's notes on the class website

-Screencast a lesson/discussion.

•    allowing students to correct errors (looking for understanding)     . 

•    teaching key aspects of a topic.  Eliminate nonessential information     . 

•    allowing products (projects, timelines, demonstrations, models, drawings, dioramas, poster boards, 
charts, graphs, slide shows, videos, etc.) to demonstrate student’s learning

    . 

•    allowing students to select from given choices     . 

•    allowing the use of note cards or open-book during testing     . 

•    collaborating (general education teacher and specialist) to modify vocabulary, omit or modify items to 
reflect objectives for the student, eliminate sections of the test, and determine how the grade will be 
determined prior to giving the test.

    . 

•    decreasing the amount of workpresented or required     . 

•    having peers take notes or providing a copy of the teacher’s notes     . 

•    marking students’ correct and acceptable work, not the mistakes     . 

•    modifying tests to reflect selected objectives     . 

•    providing study guides     . 

•    reducing or omitting lengthy outside reading assignments     . 

•    reducing the number of answer choices on a multiple choice test     . 

•    tutoring by peers     . 

•    using authentic assessments with real-life problem-solving     . 

•    using true/false, matching, or fill in the blank tests in lieu of essay tests     . 

•    using videos, illustrations, pictures, and drawings to explain or clarify     . 

Talented and Gifted Learning (T&G)
-Create two blogs about the unit (before and after) 

-Allow students to work at a faster pace by having material assessible two weeks prior. 

-Allow students to make more than one required speech to practice techniques. 

•    Above grade level placement option for qualified students     . 

•    Advanced problem-solving     . 



•    Allow students to work at a faster pace     . 

•    Cluster grouping     . 

•    Complete activities aligned with above grade level text using Benchmark results     . 

•    Create a blog or social media page about their unit     . 

•    Create a plan to solve an issue presented in the class or in a text     . 

•    Debate issues with research to support arguments     . 

•    Flexible skill grouping within a class or across grade level for rigor     . 

•    Higher order, critical & creative thinking skills, and discovery     . 

•    Multi-disciplinary unit and/or project     . 

•    Teacher-selected instructional strategies that are focused to provide challenge, engagement, and 
growth opportunities

    . 

•    Utilize exploratory connections to higher-grade concepts     . 

•    Utilize project-based learning for greater depth of knowledge     . 

Sample Lesson
Sample Lesson is located in Unit 1. 


