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Amistad Commission mandates* that curricula in kindergarten through grade 12 include the teaching of 
the African slave trade, slavery in America, the vestiges of slavery in this country, and the contributions 
of African Americans to this country. 
* Mandates can be met in content areas other than Social Studies. 
 
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units 

 
Middle School  

Grade Level Topics Unit(s) Addressed 

7 (World Geography) Module 23:  History of 
Sub-Saharan Africa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 24:  West and Central 
Africa 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 25:  East and South 
Africa 
 
 
 

Lessons 1 - 4 
● Human Beginnings in 

Africa 
● Kingdoms in Africa 

Africa in Global Trade  
● Imperialism and 

Independence 
 
Lessons 1 - 4 

● Physical Geography 
● Mapping Central 

Africa’s Forests 
● West Africa 
● Central Africa 

 
Lessons 1 - 3 

● Physical Geography 
● East Africa 
● Southern Africa 

 

8 (US History) Module 14: The South 
1790-1806 

Lessons 1 - 3 
● Growth of the Cotton 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units


 
 
 
 
Module 15:  Slavery in the 
United States 1619-1852 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 16:  Reform Movements 
in the United States 1815-1855 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 17:  A Divided Nation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 18:  The Civil War 
1860-1866 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 19:  Reconstruction 
1860-1880 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 30:  The Civil Rights 
Movement 1950-1975 
 
 
 

Industry 
● Southern Society 
● Slavery in the South 

 
Lessons 1 - 4 

● Beginnings of Slavery 
in the Americas 

● The Slave System 
● The Movement to End 

Slavery 
● The Politics of Slavery 

 
Lessons 1 - 5 

● Immigrants and Urban 
Challenges 

● American Arts 
● Reforming Society 
● Abolition 
● Women’s Rights 

 
Lessons 1 - 4 

● The Debate over 
Slavery 

● Trouble in Kansas 
● Political Divisions 
● The Nation Divides 

 
Lessons 1 - 5 

● The War Begins 
● The Warin the East 
● The War in the West 
● Daily Life during the 

War 
● The Tide of War Turns 

 
Lessons 1 - 3 

● Rebuilding the South 
● The Fight over 

Reconstruction 
● Reconstruction in the 

South 
 
Lessons 1 - 3 

● The Civil Rights 
Movement Takes Shape 

● Kennedy, Johnson, and 
Civil Rights 



● Rights for Other 
Americans 

 

 
High School 

 9 (World History) Module 12:  Societies and 
Empires of Africa 1500 BC - 
AD 1500 

Lessons 1 - 5 
● Diverse Societies in 

Africa 
● Migration: Case Study: 

Bantu-Speaking People 
● The Kingdom of Aksum 
● North and West African 

Civilizations 
● History Through Art: 

Benin Bronzes 
● Eastern City-States and 

Southern Empires 

10-12 (American History) Module 1:  American 
Beginnings 20,000 BC -AD 
1566 
 
Module 8:  Reform Movement 
1819-1849  
 
 
 
 
 
Module 9:  The Civil War 
1849-1866 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 10:  Reconstruction 
1864-1878 
 
 

Lesson 2 
● West African Societies 

Around 1492 
 
Lessons 1 - 4 

● Religion Sparks Reform 
● Slavery and Abolition 
● Women and Reform 
● The Changing 

Workplace 
 
Lessons 1 -7 

● The Issue of Slavery 
● The Birth of the 

Republican Party 
● Slavery and Secession 
● Historic Decisions of 

the Supreme Court: 
Dred Scott v. Sandford 

● The Civil War Begins 
● The Politics of War 
● The North Takes Charge 
● Effects of the War 

 
Lessons 1 - 4 

● The Politics of 
Reconstruction 

● Reconstructing the 



 
 
 
 
 
Module 17:  The Roaring 
Twenties 1919-1929 
 
 
Module 24:  Civil Rights 
1953-2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 27:  Into a New 
Millennium 1991-2015 
 
 
Module 28:  The United States 
in the 21st Century 1999-2016 

South 
● Life After Slavery 
● The Collapse of 

Reconstruction 
 
Lessons 1 - 6 

● The Harlem 
Renaissance 

 
Lessons 1 - 6 

● Taking on Segregation 
● Historic Decisions of 

the Supreme Court: 
Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka 

● The Triumphs of a 
Crusade 

● Challenges and Changes 
in the Movement 

● Hispanic and Naive 
Americans Seek 
Equality 

● Reynolds v. Sims 
● Women Fight for 

Equality 
● The Struggle Continues 

 
Lesson 3 

● Obama’s Presidency 
 
 
Lesson 6 

● Globalization and 
Cultural Diffusion 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holocaust Crosswalk 7-12 
Social Studies Program: HMH 

 
Holocaust Commission mandates* that curricula in kindergarten through grade 12 address issues of bias, 
prejudice, and bigotry, including bullying, through the teaching of the Holocaust and genocide. 
* Mandates can be met in content areas other than Social Studies. 
 
https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/resources/ 
 

Middle School 

7 (World Geography) Module 13:  History of Modern 
Europe 

Lesson 5 
World War II 

● Problems Trouble 
Europe - The Great 
Depression 

● War Breaks Out - 
Threats to Peace - Allies 
Lose Ground  

● The Holocaust 
● End of the War - Allies 

Are Victorious - Results 
of the War 

8 Module 27:  World War II Lessons 1 - 5 
● The War Begins 
● The Home Front 
● War in Europe and 

North Africa 
● War in the Pacific 
● Victory and 

Consequences 
○ The Rise of 

Totalitarianism 
- Italy - 
Germany - The 
Soviet Union 
(Mussolini, 
Hitler, Stalin) 

○ Germany 
Expands 
Appeasement 
Falls 

  

 
High School 

https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/resources/


9 (World History) Module 28:  World War II 
1939-1945 

Lessons 1-5 
● Hitler’s Lightning War 
● Japan’s Pacific 

Campaign 
● The Holocaust 
● The Allied Victory 
● Europe and Japan in 

Ruins 
○ Germany 

Sparks a New 
War in Europe  

● Non-aggression Pact, 
the Blitzkrieg 

● The Fall of France 
(Charles deGaulle) 

● The Battle of Britain 
(Winston Churchill, 
Battle of Britain) 

● Mediterranean and the 
Eastern Front (Erwin 
Rommel) 

● The United States Aids 
Its Allies (Atlantic 
Charter) 

● Surprise Attack on Pearl 
Harbor (Isoroku 
Yamamoto, Pearl 
Harbor 

● Japanese Victories & 
Allies Strike Back 
(Battle of  Midway) 

● Ann Allies Offensive 
(Douglas MacArthur, 
Battle of Guadalcanal) 

● The Holocaust Begins 
(Aryans, Holocaust, 
Kristallnacht, ghettos) 

● The Final Solution 
(genocide) 

● Jewish Resistance 
● Jews murdered under 

Nazi Rule- Response 
from the Allies & The 
Survivors 

 

11 & 12 (American History) Module 20:  World War II 1930 Lessons 1 - 7 



- 1964 ● War Breaks Out 
● The Holocaust 
● America Moves Toward 

War 
● The War Effort on the 

Home Front 
● The War for Europe and 

North Africa 
● The War in the Pacific 
● The End of World War 

II 
● One American’s Story 
● Failures of the Treaty of 

Versailles 
● The Spread of 

Totalitarianism (Joseph 
Stalin, totalitarian, 
Benito Mussolini, 
Facism, Adolf Hitler, 
Nazism) 

● Dictators Expand Their 
Territory (Hideki Tojo, 
Neville Chamberlain, 
Winston Churchill, 
appeasement) 

● The German Offensive 
(nonaggression pact, 
blitzkrieg) 

● The Holocaust 
● One American’s 

Story-Gerda Weissmann 
Klein 

● The Persecution Begins 
(Holocaust) 

● Hitler’s Final Solution 
(genocide, ghettos, 
concentration camps) 

● The Final Stage 
● Franklin D. Roosevelt 
● Isolationism Amidst 

Conflict 
● Moving Away from 

Neutrality (Axis powers, 
Selective Training & 
Service Act, Lend Lease 
Act 

● FDR Plans for War 



(Atlantic Charter, 
Allies) 

● Japan Attacks the US 
● Americans Join the 

Military (George 
Marshall, Women’s 
Auxiliary Army Corps) 

● The Federal 
Government Manages 
the War Effort (Office 
of Price Administration 
(OPA),War Production 
Board WPB, rationing, 
Manhattan Project) 

● A Production Miracle 
● Oppportunity, 

Discrimination, & 
Adjustment (A. Phillip 
Randolphg, James 
Farmer, Congress if 
Racial Equality CORE 

● Internment of Japanese 
Americans (internment, 
Japanese American 
Citizens League JACL 

● The United States & 
Britain Join Forces 
(Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Omar Bradley, George 
Patton, Battle of the 
Bulge) 

● A Slow Start for the 
Allies (Douglas 
MacArthur, Bataan 
Death March, Chester 
Nimitz, Battle of 
Midway, island 
hopping, kamikaze) 

● The End of World War 
II  

● The Allies Liberate 
Europe 

● The Atomic Bomb Ends 
in the War in the Pacific 
(J.Robert Oppenheimer, 
Hiroshima, Nagasaki) 

● The Challenges of 



Victory (United 
Nations, Nuremberg 
trials) 

● Changes on the Home 
Front (GI Bill) 

 

 


