8th Grade Reading Unit 2- Science Fiction/Dystopian

Content Area:
Course(s):
Time Period:
Length:
Status:

Great Books 8, Jr. Great Books 8
Marking Period 2

Established Goals/Standards

LA.RL.8.1

LA.RL.8.2

LA.RL.8.3

LA.RL.8.4

LA.RL.8.5

LA.RL.8.6

LA.RL.8.7

LA.RL.8.9

LA.RL.8.10

LA.RI.8.1

LA.RI.8.2

LA.RI.8.3

LA.RI.8.5

LA.RI.8.6

LA.RI.8.7

LA.RI.8.8

LA.RI.8.9

Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course
of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an
objective summary of the text.

Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Evaluate the choices made by the directors or actors by analyzing the extent to which a
filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or
script.

Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of
events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the
Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.

By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems at grade level text-complexity or above, scaffolding as needed.

Cite the textual evidence and make relevant connections that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text,
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas,
or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a specific paragraph in a text, including
the role of particular sentences, to develop and to refine a key concept.

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or
digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant
evidence is introduced.

Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) two or more texts that provide conflicting information on the



same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.

LA.RL.8.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.

LAW.8.1.A Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

LA.W.8.1.B Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

LAW.8.1.C Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

LA.W.8.1.D Establish and maintain a formal style.
LA.W.8.1.E Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

Essential Questions

Please add your Essential Questions by clicking on the Lists tab above.

e How are imaginary/created societies metaphorically connected to today's world?

e How do writers create speculations about the future based on the ideas and developments of the
present?

e What are the elements of science fiction and dystopian genres?

e What are the general themes and cultural connections behind science fiction and dystopian genres?

Enduring Understanding

Please add your Enduring Understandings by clicking on the Lists tab above.

¢ General themes of science fiction include technology, social structure, space travel, time travel, war,
and genetics.

¢ The elements of science fiction are similar to fiction, but science fiction often makes the familiar
unfamiliar. There is also often a central theme or idea driving the text that leads to a lesson about what it
means to be human.

e Writers create speculations about the future based on the current ideas and developments of the
present.

Content
e allegory
e allusion
e conflict

e evolution
e foreshadowing

e H.G.Wells



e science fiction

e speculative fiction
e suspense

e technology

e theme

Resources

Please add your Resources by clicking on the Lists tab above.

e Fahrenheit 451 - GB
e Other selected Sci-Fi short stories from McDougall Littell

e Selected Sci-Fi short stories from McDougall Littell (JGB - All Summer in a Day, Humans are Different,
The Fun They Had)
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