Unit 5: Realistic Fiction (Grade 4)

Content Area: Reading

Course(s): Reading 4

Time Period: Marking Period 4

Length: 4-6 weeks

Status: Published
Standards

LA.L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

LA.L.4.2.A Use correct capitalization.

LA.L.4.2.B Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.

LA.L.4.2.C Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence.

LA.L.4.2.D Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.

LA.L.4.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

LA.L.4.3.A Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

LA.L.4.3.B Choose punctuation for effect.

LA.L.4.3.C Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion).

LA.L.4.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

LA.L.4.4.A Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

LA.L.4.4.B Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning
of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

LA.L.4.4.C Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key
words and phrases.

LA.L.4.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

LA.L.4.5.A Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in
context.

LA.L.4.5.C Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites (antonyms) and
to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).

LA.L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic (e.g.,
wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation).

LAW.4.2.A Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections;
include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

LA.W.4.2.B Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence, or other
information and examples related to the topic.

LAW.4.2.C Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases (e.g.,

another, for example, also, because).



LAW.4.2.D
LAW.4.2.E
LAW.4.4

LAW.4.6

LA.W.4.9.A

LA.RF.4.3

LA.RF.4.3.A

LA.RF.4.4

LA.RF.4.4.A
LA.RF.4.4.C

LA.RL4.1

LA.RL.4.2

LA.RL.4.3

LA.RL.4.4

LA.RL.4.6

LA.RL.4.7

LA.RL.4.9

LA.RL.4.10

LASLA4.1

LA.SL.4.1.A

LA.SL.4.1.B
LA.SL4.1.C

LA.SL.4.1.D

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a
single sitting.

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting,
or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions].”).

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding and encoding
words.

Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in
context and out of context.

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as
necessary.

Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the
text.

Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including those
that allude to significant characters found in literature.

Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.

Make connections between specific descriptions and directions in a text and a visual or
oral representation of the text.

Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context,
and background knowledge) stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure
stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics.

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly.

Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and make
comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of
the discussion.



LA.SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally).

LA.SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular points.

SEL.PK-12.1.1 Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts

SEL.PK-12.1.4 Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges

SEL.PK-12.2.2 Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals

SEL.PK-12.2.3 Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative methods to
achieve one’s goals

SEL.PK-12.3.1 Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others

SEL.PK-12.3.2 Demonstrate and awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’
cultural backgrounds

SEL.PK-12.3.3 Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ

SEL.PK-12.3.4 Demonstrate an awareness of the expectations for social interactions in a variety of
settings

SEL.PK-12.4.3 Evaluate personal, ethical, safety, and civic impact of decisions

SEL.PK-12.5.1 Establish and maintain healthy relationships

SEL.PK-12.5.2 Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others

SEL.PK-12.5.3 Identify ways to resist inappropriate social pressure

SEL.PK-12.5.4 Demonstrate the ability to prevent and resolve interpersonal conflicts in constructive ways

SEL.PK-12.5.5 Identify who, when, where, or how to seek help for oneself or others when needed

CAEP.9.2.4.A4 Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for

future academic and career success.

Essential Questions

Please add your Essential Questions by clicking on the Lists tab above.

e How can reading strategies be used in thinking about the text and making connections beyond the

text?

e How do authors portray the universality of issues facing young people today?

e How do reader's determine the theme of a story?

e How does an author's work help develop understanding of literary elements?

e What are the characteristics of realistic fiction?

e What is the purpose of using figurative language in literature?

e What issues might be common in contemporary realistic fiction?

Enduring Understanding

Please add your Enduring Understandings by clicking on the Lists tab above.

e Authors portray issues facing young people today (friendship, bullying, moral values, etc.).

e Characters are well developed and realistically portrayed.



e Figurative language can be used to develop and add detail to story elements.

e Good readers use multiple comprehension strategies to make text personally relevant and useful.
These strategies include: making connections (text to text, text to world, text to self), questioning,
visualizing, making inferences, determining importance, and synthesizing.

e Realistic fiction, although untrue, could actually happen. Some events, people, and places may even
be real.

e Setting portrays an appropriate time and place, that connects to the story plot.
e Story plots must contain a conflict that is resolved by the end of the story.

e The theme or main idea involves social and political issues, or the theme may be universal (pertaining
to or felt by all people) dealing with human values, emotion, and motivation.

Content

Students will be able to:

¢ Describe events of the plot.

e Identify plot structure and plot devices (flashback, foreshadowing).

Describe characters in multiple ways. (what they do, what they say, what others say about them, how
they change, their motivation).

Identify the problem or conflict.

Identify the setting and its importance to the text.

Use a variety of reading strategies to aid them in reading comprehension and analytically thinking.
Identify common themes across traditional literature.

Identify how author uses language to create a story and characters that young people can relate to.
Use context clues to understand new words.

Compare the treatment of similar ideas and themes as well as character types and patterns of events in
other realistic works of literature.

e Identify similes and metaphors and explain their meaning.

Resources

e Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper
e Various Short Stories

e Flipcharts

e Handouts

e Comprehension Questions

¢ Journal Entries

e Reading Strategies posters
Character Posters

Chapter Quizzes

Final Assessment






