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Unit Summary
The theme of this mini-unit at the end of the year focuses on describing foods that students and others eat for breakfast 
and lunch. Students will be able to describe foods in basic ways and to express their likes and dislikes of certain foods 
and why they like or dislike them. 

Standards
Interpretive Mode of Communication 

Novice Mid learners understand and communicate at the word, phrase, and simple sentence level and can independently identify and 
recognize memorized words and phrases that bring meaning to text.

• 7.1.NM.IPRET.1: Identify familiar spoken and written words, phrases, and simple sentences contained in culturally 
authentic materials and other resources related to targeted themes.

• 7.1.NM.IPRET.2: Respond with actions and/or gestures to oral and written directions, commands, and requests that relate 
to familiar and practiced topics.

• 7.1.NM.IPRET.3: Identify familiar people, places, objects in daily life based on simple oral and written descriptions.
• 7.1.NM.IPRET.4: Report on the content of short messages that they hear, view, and read in predictable culturally authentic 

materials.
• 7.1.NM.IPRET.5: Demonstrate comprehension of brief oral and written messages found in short culturally authentic 

materials on global issues, including climate change. 

 

Interpersonal Mode of Communication

Novice Mid learners understand and communicate at the word and phrase level independently when responding to learned questions, 
ask memorized questions, state needs and preferences, and briefly describe people, place, and things. They have no real functional 
abilities and, therefore, cannot participate in true exchanges of information.

• 7.1.NM.IPERS.1: Request and provide information by asking and answering simple, practiced questions, using memorized 
words and phrases.

• 7.1.NM.IPERS.2: Share basic needs on very familiar topics using words, phrases, and short memorized, formulaic 
sentences practiced in class.

• 7.1.NM.IPERS.3: Express one’s own and react to others’ basic preferences and/or feelings using memorized, words, 
phrases, and simple memorized sentences that are supported by gestures and visuals.

• 7.1.NM.IPERS.4: Give and follow simple oral and written directions, commands, and requests when participating in 
classroom and cultural activities.

• 7.1.NM.IPERS.5: Imitate gestures and intonation of the target culture(s) native speakers when greeting others, during leave-
takings, and in daily interactions.

• 7.1.NM.IPERS.6: Exchange brief messages with others about climate in the target regions of the world and in one’s own 
region using memorized and practiced words, phrases, and simple, formulaic sentences.

 



Presentational Mode of Communication

Novice Mid learners understand and communicate at the word and phrase level and can use memorized words and phrases 
independently when stating needs and preferences. They can describe people, places, and things with a combination of memorized 
words and phrases and a few simple sentences formed by combining and recombining learned language.

• 7.1.NM.PRSNT.1: Present basic personal information, interests, and activities using memorized words, phrases, and a few 
simple sentences on targeted themes.

• 7.1.NM.PRSNT.2: State basic needs on very familiar topics using words, phrases, and short memorized, formulaic 
sentences practiced in class.

• 7.1.NM.PRSNT.3: Imitate, recite, and/or dramatize simple poetry, rhymes, songs, and skits.
• 7.1.NM.PRSNT.4: Copy/write words, phrases, or simple guided texts on familiar topics.
• 7.1.NM.PRSNT.5: Present information from age- and level-appropriate, culturally authentic materials orally or in writing.
• 7.1.NM.PRSNT.6: Name and label tangible cultural products associated with climate change in the target language regions 

of the world.

 

Intercultural Statements

• Through the target language, learners recognize and identify the names of a few typical products related to everyday life in 
the target culture and in the learners’ own culture.

• Learners recognize and identify a few typical practices of the target culture.

 

CAEP.9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed 
through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career. 

TECH.8.1.8.A.CS1 Understand and use technology systems. 

TECH.8.1.8.A.CS2 Select and use applications effectively and productively. 

TECH.8.1.8.C.CS3 Develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of other 
cultures. 

TECH.8.1.8.D.CS2 Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning. 

Student Learning Objectives
• Students will learn to use targeted language with various listening activites.
• Students will learn to use targeted language with various speaking activities.
• Students will learn to use targeted language with various reading and writing activities.  

 

Essential Questions
• How does learning a foreign language affect my life?
• How am I the same/different from my peers in a Spanish-speaking country?
• How can I better understand or communicate when I do not know everything?
• When do I use the formal "you," versus the familiar "you?"



Enduring Understandings
• Students will understand that communication is the ability to understand and be understood in real world 

contexts.
• Students will understand that language and culture are mutually dependent.
• Students will understand that listening for familiar words and watching the speaker for clues may help me figure 

out what the speaker is saying.
• Students will understand that even though I do not know all the written words, I can figure out the main idea by 

paying attention to titles, pictures, cognates and familiar expressions.

Application
• Students will be able to independently use their learning to ask and respond to factual and interpretive questions 

of a personal nature.
• Students will be able to independently use their learning to use culturally appropriate etiquette in verbal and non-

verbal communication in a variety of social situations.
• Students will be able to independently use their learning to engage in a variety of oral and written tasks using 

age-appropriate culturally authentic selections.
• Students will be able to independently use their learning to comprehend conversations and written information 

on a variety of topics. 

Skills
Students will be skilled at... 

• Asking for and giving basic information on food in the target language.
• Describing breakfast and lunch items
• Imitating culturally appropriate etiquette in verbal and non-verbal communication during everyday interaction.
• Talking about typical meals in Spanish-Speaking countries.

 

Performance expectations:

ACTFL Novice-High

 

Speaking- Novice High

Speakers at the Novice High sublevel are able to handle a variety of tasks pertaining to the Intermediate level, but are unable to 
sustain performance at that level. They are able to manage successfully a number of uncomplicated communicative tasks in 
straightforward social situations. Conversation is restricted to a few of the predictable topics necessary for survival in the target 
language culture, such as basic personal information, basic objects, and a limited number of activities, preferences, and immediate 
needs. Novice High speakers respond to simple, direct questions or requests for information. They are also able to ask a few 



formulaic questions. 

Novice High speakers are able to express personal meaning by relying heavily on learned phrases or recombinations of these and 
what they hear from their interlocutor. Their language consists primarily of short and sometimes incomplete sentences in the present, 
and may be hesitant or inaccurate. On the other hand, since their language often consists of expansions of learned material and stock 
phrases, they may sometimes sound surprisingly fluent and accurate. Pronunciation, vocabulary, and syntax may be strongly 
influenced by the first language. Frequent misunderstandings may arise but, with repetition or rephrasing, Novice High speakers can 
generally be understood by sympathetic interlocutors used to nonnatives. When called on to handle a variety of topics and perform 
functions pertaining to the Intermediate level, a Novice High speaker can sometimes respond in intelligible sentences, but will not be 
able to sustain sentence-level discourse.

 

Writing- Novice High

Writers at the Novice High sublevel are able to meet limited basic practical writing needs using lists, short messages, postcards, and 
simple notes. They are able to express themselves within the context in which the language was learned, relying mainly on practiced 
material. Their writing is focused on common elements of daily life. Novice High writers are able to recombine learned vocabulary 
and structures to create simple sentences on very familiar topics, but are not able to sustain sentence-level writing all the time. Due 
to inadequate vocabulary and/or grammar, writing at this level may only partially communicate the intentions of the writer. Novice 
High writing is often comprehensible to natives used to the writing of non-natives, but gaps in comprehension may occur.

 

Listening - Novice High

At the Novice High sublevel, listeners are often but not always able to understand information from sentence-
length speech, one utterance at a time, in basic personal and social contexts where there is contextual or 
extralinguistic support, though comprehension may often be very uneven. They are able to understand speech 
dealing with areas of practical need such as highly standardized messages, phrases, or instructions, if the 
vocabulary has been learned. 

 

Reading - Novice High

At the Novice High sublevel, readers can understand, fully and with relative ease, key words and cognates, as 
well as formulaic phrases across a range of highly contextualized texts. Where vocabulary has been learned, 
they can understand predictable language and messages such as those found on train schedules, roadmaps, and 
street signs. Readers at the Novice High sublevel are typically able to derive meaning from short, non-
complex texts that convey basic information for which there is contextual or extralinguistic support.

 

 


