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Unit Summary

Argument is a process through which writers present several strong, well-researched, logical arguments to change the reader’s point of view, to bring about
some action on the reader’s part, or to ask the reader to accept the writer's explanation of a concept, issue or problem. Persuasion is an approach through
which writers try to convince a reader to take a certain action or adopt a point of view using techniques that establish the credibility of the writer and appeal to the
emotions and self-interest of the reader. Argumentative and persuasive writing have common, predictable elements and an organized structure, which support
the writer’s claim/thesis. Writers often use both logical argument and persuasive techniques in a single piece of writing. Effective argumentative writing is
dependent upon acknowledging and addressing a reader’s perspective.

Standards

LAW.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

LAW.8.1.A Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

LA.W.8.1.B Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

LAW.8.1.C Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

LA.W.8.1.D Establish and maintain a formal style.

LAW.8.1.E Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

LAW.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for
writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

LA.W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

LA.W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the
relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and
collaborate with others.

LA.W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

LA.W.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase
the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard
format for citation.

LA.W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

LA.W.8.9.A Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction

draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or



LA.W.8.9.B

LA.W.8.10
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TECH.8.1.8.A.CS1
TECH.8.1.8.A.CS2
TECH.8.1.8.D.CS2
TECH.8.1.8.F.1

religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).

Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the
evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection,
metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed
through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career.

Understand and use technology systems.
Select and use applications effectively and productively.
Demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning.

Explore a local issue, by using digital tools to collect and analyze data to identify a solution
and make an informed decision.

Student Learning Objectives

® Students will learn....

Essential Questions

® How are logical arguments (and persuasive techniques) used in writing to change the reader’s point of view, to bring about some action on the
reader’s part, or to ask the reader to accept the writer's explanation of a concept, issue or problem?

® How does knowledge of an audience shape the writer's decisions in crafting an argument?

Enduring Understandings

® Students will understand that an argument is building a case, not starting a fight.

® Students will understand that the skills involved in argument are transferable to many occupations, and many every day activities.

Application

® Students will be able to independently use their learning to...



Skills

Students will be skilled at:



