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Standards
Please see list of standards for more details under the anchor standards. Please note that additional standards 
can be applied to any unit.

L.KL Knowledge of Language: By the end of grade 12, apply knowledge of language and 
command of vocabulary to understand how language functions in different contexts, to 
make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading 
or listening. 

R.CI Central Ideas and Themes of Texts: By the end of grade 12, determine central ideas or 
themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 

R.AA Analysis of an Argument: By the end of grade 12, evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning, the credibility and accuracy of each 
source as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

W.NW Narrative Writing: By the end of grade 12, write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

SL.PE Participate Effectively: By the end of grade 12, prepare for and participate effectively in a 
range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.II Integrate Information: By the end of grade 12, integrate and evaluate information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

SL.UM Use Media: By the end of grade 12, make strategic use of digital media and visual displays 
of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

SL.AS Adapt Speech: By the end of grade 12, adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. 

Essential Questions
What is man's relationship with nature?
Why is fiction a useful tool to reassess the utility of war?
How does using the point of view of an enemy soldier reaffirm the universality of the war experience?

How are soldiers affected by war?

 

 



Enduring Understandings
Students will understand the following:

Nature can offer man both peace and adversity.

Novelists often provide insights about human experience through fictional means.

Reading a novel from the point of view of the antagonist helps the reader to gain a sense of empathy.

War can have long-lasting and devastating effects on soldiers.

Knowledge and Skills
Students will independently read and begin to interpret the novel.
Students will read aloud and analyze selections of trench poetry.
Students will practice writing their own war poems.
Students will respond in discussion, writing, and small informal group presentation to several prompts about 
character, plot, theme, irony, and setting.
Students will independently write a well-developed essay on a topic discussed in the unit.
Students will use primary and secondary source materials to research WWI.

Students will interpret passages of imagery and discuss how Remarque evokes emotion to create meaning.

 

 

 

Additional Resources
Core Text: All Quiet on the Western Front - Erich Maria Remarque

 

Core Poem: “Channel Firing” - Thomas Hardy

 

Poetry

“Dulce et Decorum Est” - Wilfred Owen

“The Man He Killed” - Thomas Hardy



 

Non-Fiction

“In the Execution Chamber, the Moral Compass Wavers” -- Benedict Carey, The New York Times --

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9906E0DA173EF934A35751C0A9609C8B63

“President Woodrow Wilson Requests a Declaration of War Against Germany” -- The Learning Network, The 
New York Times

http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/04/02/april-2-1917-woodrow-wilson-asks-for-declaration-of-war-
against-germany/?_r=0

 

 

 

Assessment
SGO Design 

English teachers’ SGO pre and post-assessments follow the design of the AP Language and Composition 
prose analysis prompt. These assessments are scored using the department’s shared scoring rubric

 

Uses of Assessment

 

Each unit of study in English includes assessments that are used formatively as well as assessments that are 
used as summative, culminating experiences.

 

Formative assessments include low-stakes, exploratory responses written in the form of journal/learning log 
entries, quick writes, and free writes. Formative assessments also include announced and unannounced reading 
checks and exercises to determine the depth of students’ understanding of key concepts. While formative 
assessments are often graded assessments, they are typically “lower-stakes” grades, and they help teachers and 
students develop an informed sense of each student’s progress with the knowledge and skills targeted for a 
particular unit of study. The aim of such assessments and teacher feedback  in response is to provide students 
with an accurate understanding of their performance relative to unit goals as well as actionable feedback to 
help them strengthen their performance.

 

Summative assessments include such tasks as essays, extended papers, objective and constructed response 
tests, Socratic seminar discussions, projects, and debates.  While teachers also use these assessments 



formatively - by providing actionable feedback on written drafts or on Socratic seminar performance to guide 
student revision and improvement on subsequent tasks - summative assessments typically serve as “higher-
stakes” grades. 

 

Modes of writing assessed in English classes

Argumentative

• Literary analysis / argument

• Frame and case documented essay

• Argumentative essay

 

Explanatory

• Synthesis essay

• Prose analysis

• Rhetorical analysis

• Poetry analysis

 

Narrative

• Personal essay / creative nonfiction

• Exercises in prose style

• Alternative scenes, endings for fictional narratives

 

Additional Forms of Performance-Based Assessment

• Socratic seminar

• Debate

• Close-reading annotations, visual note-taking, and other artifacts

• Reading log entries

• Exploratory writing

• Speeches



• Google slide/Canva Presentations

• Podcasts

 

Alternative Assessment

With the exception of the occasional multiple-choice quiz or test questions, each classroom assessment in 
English focuses on an authentic, performance-based task. 

 

Below are the listed examples of assessment:

 

Summative:

• Formal Writing

• Game Design

• Socratic Defense

• Presentations

• Vocabulary Quizzes

• Google Slide Group and Independent presentations

• End of Unit Tests

• Long Essays demonstrating Synthesis of disparate ideas

Modifications
Modifications for Diverse Learners

 

Please note this is not an exhaustive list. Please refer to the individualized education plan or 504 plan for 
accommodations and modifications that are individualized to the student.

 

General Modifications based on student individualized educational needs may include the following:

• Activity Choice



• Personally/Individually meaningful activities

• Hands-on, multimodal activities

• Involvement in goal setting and assessment activities

• Response options

Special Education/IEPs

• Previewing information/materials

• Questioning techniques

• Brainstorming and webbing

• Pre-teaching or reviewing strategies

• Study Skills

• Visual demonstrations, illustrations, or models

• Timelines for assignments

• Think-alouds, self-talk

• Journal entries

• Rubrics and checklists

• Peer review and coaching

• Individual conferencing with teacher(s)

• Graphic organizers

• Scaffolded questions

• Priority seating/Seating arrangements to minimize distractions, provide positive student models

• Written & oral directions

• Chunking of text/questions

• Kinesthetic activity

• Manipulatives

• Visual prompts/ use of images

• Differentiated instruction

• Guided notes/ class note exchange



• Reteaching concepts/ check for understanding

• Extra time 50%

• Study guide

• Oral testing as needed

• Test modification

• Project based learning

• Individualized instruction

• Practice exercises

• Cooperative learning groups - arranged based on strengths of students

• Buddy systems

• Group roles (timekeeper, recorder, encourager, materials messenger, listener) 

• Gesture-signal

• Types of questioning, readings, and writing assignments

504s

• Study Skills/Extended Time on Assessments

• Priority seating/Seating arrangements to minimize distractions, provide positive student models

• Written & oral directions

• Chunking of text/questions

• Extra time

• Study guide

• Oral testing

• Test modification

ML Students

• Incorporate native culture and language

• Learning about students’ cultural background is critical 

• Communicate one on one with ELL teacher

• Scaffold native language



• Introduce new material using visuals

• Employ ELL translation devices/materials

• Practice a variety of activities: Talk and Turn/Group work

• Pre-teach vocabulary

• Provide extended time

• Discuss alternate responses

• Plan verbal and written instructions

• Introduce and instruct students on resources including eDictionaries

• Repeat and rephrase English phrases, sentences, and stories

At Risk Students

• Provide clear directions

• Peer support

• Modify assignments

• Set contracts for academics and behavior

• Hands-on activities

• Preferential seating

Gifted and Talented

• Questioning techniques

• Brainstorming and webbing

• Journal entries

• Rubrics and checklists

• Peer review and coaching

• Individual conferencing with teacher(s)

• Graphic organizers

• Project based learning



• Cooperative learning groups - arranged based on strengths of students

• Buddy systems

• Group roles (timekeeper, recorder, encourager, materials messenger, listener) 

• Types of questioning, readings, and writing assignments

• Implement a multi-dimensional curriculum

• Personalized planning/instruction

• Student-centered curriculum

• Individual activities and projects

• Encourage ownership of learning

• Involve students in academic contests

• Consider parental input


