Unit 05: The Grapes of Wrath

Content Area:
Course(s):
Time Period:
Length:
Status:

Standards

Language Arts
English 3A

Semester 1 & 2

4 weeks
Published

Please see list of standards for more details under the anchor standards. Please note that additional standards
can be applied to any unit. Note: for A and CP levels, The Grapes of Wrath can be taught in its entirety or in

excerpts.

LA.L.11-12.2

LA.L.11-12.2.A
LA.L.11-12.2.B
LA.L.11-12.3

LA.L.11-12.3.A

LA.L.11-12.4.A

LA.L.11-12.4.B

LA.L.11-12.4.C

LA.L.11-12.4.D

LA.L.11-12.5

LA.L.11-125.A

LA.L.11-12.5.B
LA.L.11-12.6

LAW.11-12
LAW.11-12.1

LAW.11-12.4

LA.W.11-12.5

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Observe hyphenation conventions.
Spell correctly.

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts,
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when
reading or listening.

Vary syntax for effect, apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts.

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or
parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in
the text.

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Writing
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.



LA.W.11-12.6

LA.W.11-12.8

LA.W.11-12.9

LAW.11-12.9.A

LA.W.11-12.9.B

LA.W.11-12.10

LA.RI.11-12.1

LA.RI.11-12.4

LA.RI.11-12.7

LA.RI.11-12.10a

LA.RL.11-12.1

LA.RL.11-12.4

LA.RL.11-12.7

LA.RL.11-12.10a

LA.SL.11-12
LASL.11-12.1

LASL.11-12.1.A

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms
of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to
maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and
following a standard format for citation. (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of
eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works, including how
two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).

Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate
the reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of constitutional principles and
use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents]
and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The
Federalist, presidential addresses]”).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written
response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially,
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines
the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines
faction in Federalist No. 10).

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or
solve a problem.

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly
fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (e.g., Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets
the source text. (e.g., Shakespeare and other authors.)

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and
poems at grade level text-complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

Speaking and Listening

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the



LASL.11-12.1.B

LASL.11-12.1.C

LASL.11-12.1.D

LA.SL.11-12.2

LASL.11-12.3

LASL.11-12.4

LA.SL.11-12.5

LA.SL.11-12.6

CAEP.9.2.12.C.3
CAEP.9.2.12.C4

CAEP.9.2.12.C.5

TECH.8.1.12.D.1

TECH.8.1.12.F

TECH.8.1.12.F.CS1

topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set
clear goals and assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual
roles as needed.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the
task.

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source.

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence
and to add interest.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal
English when indicated or appropriate.

Identify transferable career skills and design alternate career plans.

Analyze how economic conditions and societal changes influence employment trends and
future education.

Research career opportunities in the United States and abroad that require knowledge of
world languages and diverse cultures.

Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and/or Creative Commons to
an original work.

Critical thinking, problem solving, and decision making: Students use critical thinking skills
to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed
decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources.

Identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigation.
Comprehension and Collaboration

Range of Writing

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Knowledge of Language

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

Comprehension and Collaboration

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

Production and Distribution of Writing



Enduring Understandings

Students will understand the following:

Writers will use the “everyman” to mirror the unique and shared qualities of the human condition.
Empathy plays a significant role in mutual relationships.

Because of circumstances beyond one’s control, the American Dream may not be attainable to everyone.

Immigration within the nation can lead to prejudice, violence, and hatred.

Essential Questions

Who is the “everyman” in literature?
Why is empathy important?

How does economic disparity among Americans keep the American Dream just out of reach for many
individuals?

How are outsiders treated in society?

Knowledge and Skills

Students will explain how Steinbeck uses symbolism to reveal theme and purpose.
Students will recognize and understand the use of tone in a story.

Students will define how the cultural snapshot revealed in literature shifted dramatically from the 1920s to the
1930s.

Students will chart the evolution of the American Dream in the 20th century.
Students will define Modernism.

Students will evaluate modern literature within the larger context of American literature.

Additional Resources

Core Text: The Grapes of Wrath - John Steinbeck



Core Poem: "Chicago"- Carl Sandburg

Additional Texts:

The Declaration of Independence - Thomas Jefferson
"Gettysburg Address" - Abraham Lincoln

"Oscar Ameringer Describes Intolerable Suffering Throughout the United States as Result of the Great
Depression" - Oscar Ameringer

"Serving in Florida" - Barbara Ehrenreich in Nickel and Dimed

"Americans Want to Live in a Much More Equal Country (They Just Don't Realize It)" - Dan Ariely



