Cornell Note-Taking

Cornell Note-Taking

Provides support for Reading: 
During and After
Description:
This strategy teaches students how to take notes and organize information. It is useful for complicated texts, videos, instructional manual in any subject.  Students will read informational texts more carefully and practice the important skill of summarization.  This strategy also provides students with reference notes to review and study from. During the reading, students identify and write down key terms on the left hand side of a paper.  They write information pertaining to those terms on the right side. After the reading, students review what they have written and write a summary of the notes at the bottom of the page.

Sharing the Strategy with Students:
1. Review the structure and purpose of Cornell Notes.

2. Make sure the students know the key terms should be written in the left column.

3. Students should read the text and fill in information relating to each of the keywords in the right column. 
4. After the reading has been completed and the students have filled out the notes, have students write a summary of the information at the bottom section of the page. 

5. Remind students they can use the Cornell notes as a study tool by simply covering the right column and testing their memory.

Video Tutorials:


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8t_Vzeq5L3g&feature=related 
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Summary


Summary writing takes practice.  Students need to identify the main ideas and then write those important ideas in many fewer words. A summary should be brief and include only important ideas information from the text. Summaries should not include examples or repetitions. Summarizing helps students understand and remember information better and will help them in writing.  


Tips:


Find the most important information that tells what the paragraph or group of paragraphs is about. Combine several main ideas into a single sentence. 


Find 2 -- 3 main ideas and important details that support your topic sentence and show how they are related. 


Substitute a general term for lists of items or events. 


Do not include unimportant or minor details. 


Write the summary in your own words -- do not copy information directly from the text









