Graphic Organizers

Provides support for Reading: 
Before, During, and After

Description:
Graphic organizers (some of which are also called concept maps, entity relationship charts, and mind maps) are a pictorial way of constructing knowledge and organizing information. They help students convert and compress a lot of seemingly disjointed information into a structured, simple-to-read, graphic display. The resulting visual display conveys complex information in a simple-to-understand manner. 
The process of converting  data/information/ideas into a graphic map gives the student  increased understanding and insight into the topic at hand. To create the organizer, the student must concentrate on the relationships between the items and examine the meanings attached to each of them. While creating a graphic organizer, the student must also prioritize the information, determining which parts of the material are the most important and should be focused upon, and where each item should be placed.  The creation of graphic organizers can also help generate ideas as they develop and help students note their thoughts visually.
Be sure that the form of the organizer is appropriate to the text structure:
∗ Descriptive – Web

∗ Compare/Contrast - Table or Venn Diagram

∗ Time Order - Cycle or Timeline

∗ Problem Solution - Flow Chart
Sharing the Strategy with Students:
1. Analyze the reading selection to determine a graphic organizer format that matches its    organization.

2. Determine how you want students to use the organizer, before, during, or after reading.

3. The graphic organizer is intended to support comprehension. (If students are unable to complete an organizer independently, make it a group activity. Filling out a graphic organizer is not an end in itself.)

4.  Write a summary paragraph or essay based on the organizer to increase comprehension.
Websites with free templates:  
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/   (English and Spanish)
http://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm  (includes teaching notes)
http://www.ride.ri.gov/omp/secondary/documents/readingliteracy/2_Graphic_Organizers_for_Reading.pdf 
Video Supports

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJaDOpSoJhE 

