Unit 3 - Short Story

Content Area: Language Arts Literacy

Course(s): Creative Writing

Time Period: November

Length: 6 weeks

Status: Published
Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to improve their skills in narrative writing.

Enduring Understandings

A writer of any skill level can be successful in narrative writing using the writing process.

Indirectly created characters with successful dialogue can lead to a successful narrative.

A meaningful conflict that involves all characters to some extent coupled with a well-rounded, complete
resolution leads to an enhanced narrative.

Layers of meaning can be added through symbolism and other literary devices.

Constructive peer-editing can lead to more successful narratives.

Essential Questions

How can a writer achieve success when using the writing process?

How can writers create successful narratives using dialogue and indirectly created characters?

Why is meaningful conflict and a complete resolution key to a complete narrative?

How can writers create multiple layers of meaning using figurative language, symbolism and other literary



devices?

How can constructive criticism lead to a more successful writer?

Content

Vocabulary

Learning Objectives

Demonstrate the ability to create a detailed narrative completed with indirectly defined characters, effective
dialogue, and figurative language.

Utilize meaningful conflict and complete resolution along with symbolism and other literary devices to add
multiple layers of meaning.

Apply and provide meaningful constructive criticism from teacher and peers.

Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters confronting similar conflicts (e.g.,
individual vs. nature, freedom vs. responsibility, individual vs. society), using specific examples of characters'
thoughts, words and actions.

Analyze the historical, social and cultural context of setting.

Explain how voice and narrator affect the characterization, plot and credibility.

Evaluate the author's use of point of view in a literary text.



Analyze variations of universal themes in literary texts.

Develop skills in characterization through writing activities.

Learn to properly use and punctuate dialogue.

Read and analyze selected fiction to determine how the plot, characters, point of view, setting, tone, voice, and
theme are utilized.

Develop skills in characterization through writing activities.

Learn to properly use and punctuate dialogue.

Develop strong beginnings and endings to stories through writing activities.

Present to the class at least one fiction piece to be discussed in a workshop format.

Respond personally, critically, creatively, and empathetically in a workshop format while providing
appropriate feedback to peers.

Demonstrate an understanding of standard grammar and usage in writing and when speaking.

Demonstrate the correct use of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Practice using effective choices when considering meaning and style when writing, listening, reading or
speaking.

Evaluate unknown meanings in a text by using various strategies including context clues.



Practice figurative language use, word relationships, and subtle word meanings.

Expand vocabulary through speaking, listening, writing and reading.

Demonstrate the ability to maintain collaborative discussions with productive outcomes.

Review and reflect on the writing of peer texts.

Practice specific guidelines for interpreting peer texts.

Evaluate peer texts to contribute constructively.

Summarize and interpret key ideas expressed in peer texts.

Write short fiction that demonstrates understanding of the following: elements of fiction, range of poetic
language, syntax, voices, and dialogue, unity of effect.

Resources

Literary text
Characteristics of short stories
Student generated short stories

Rubrics

Websites:

* http://www.shortstorygroup.com/exercises.htm- A site that regularly updates its prose-writing exercises.

 http://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/creative/shortstory/index.html- A link that details the basics of writing a



http://www.shortstorygroup.com/exercises.htm
http://www.shortstorygroup.com/exercises.htm
http://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/creative/shortstory/index.html
http://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/creative/shortstory/index.html

solid short story.

Standards

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases

based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.e
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.e
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.e
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.5

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal
shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
convey experiences and events.

Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal
shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences
and events.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.6
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.a

as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on
meaning and tone.

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course
of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the
characters or plot).

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions
of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or
drama.

Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to
its meaning.

Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters
or narrators in a text.

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course
of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an
objective summary of the text.

Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect
on ideas under discussion.



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1.d

Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual
roles as needed.

Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives
through reflection and paraphrasing.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines,
and define individual roles as needed.

Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments
with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.

Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their
own views.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’
guestions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.



