Unit 1 - Introduction to Writing

Content Area: Language Arts Literacy

Course(s): Creative Writing

Time Period: September

Length: 4 weeks

Status: Published
Transfer

Students will be able to independently use their learning to improve their skills in narrative writing.

Enduring Understandings

Observations of literature are impacted by personal experience.

Writing is enhanced by literary devices and figures of speech.

Creating a complete narrative can be accomplished by any level of writer.

Sensory imagery and literary terms are essential components to writing.

Essential Questions

How can language be influential?

How does language influence us?

How can planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach allow any level of writer to create a
complete narrative?

How can the use of sensory details and literary terms enhance writing?



Content

Vocabulary

Learning Objectives

Review the short story genre which carries endless possibilities of narrative fiction.

Analyze and read short fiction and organize ideas to be used in personal narratives.

Critique writing of classmates and provide constructive feedback.

Construct vivid characters using details and dialogue.

Construct journal entries by utilizing the steps of the writing process.

Use personal experiences as a basis for reflection on some aspect of life.

Draw abstract comparisons between specific incidents and abstract concepts.

Maintain a balance between describing incidents and relating them to more general, abstract ideas that
illustrate personal beliefs.

Move from specific examples to generalizations about life.

Generate writing ideas through discussions with others and from printed material, and keep a list of writing
ideas.



Determine the usefulness of pre-writing tasks.

Establish and develop an outline for narrative writing.

Determine purpose and audience and plan strategies (e.g., adapting formality of style, including explanations
or definitions as appropriate to audience needs) to address purpose and audience.

Use organizational strategies (e.g., notes and outlines) to plan writing.

Reread and analyze clarity of writing, consistency of point of view and effectiveness of organizational
structure.

Use resource and reference materials (e.g., dictionaries and thesauruses) to select effective and precise
vocabulary that maintains consistent style, tone and voice.

Proofread writing, edit to improve conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization),
identify and correct fragments and run-ons and eliminate inappropriate slang or informal language.

Apply tools (e.g., rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge the quality of writing.

Reflect on own writing and establish goals for growth and improvement.

Use strategies such as graphic organizers and outlines to plan and write drafts according to the intended
message, audience, and purpose for writing.

Develop interest through using precise language, specific details, definitions, descriptions, examples,
anecdotes, analogies, and humor as well as anticipating and countering concerns and arguments and advancing
a position.

Practice compelling openings and strong closure to written pieces.



Evaluate the impact of tone, word choice, style, content, point of view, literary elements, and figurative
language.

Demonstrate personal style and voice effectively to support the purpose and engage the audience of a piece of
writing.

Demonstrate an understanding of standard grammar and usage in writing and when speaking.

Demonstrate the correct use of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

Practice using effective choices when considering meaning and style when writing, listening, reading or
speaking.

Evaluate unknown meanings in a text by using various strategies including context clues.

Practice figurative language use, word relationships, and subtle word meanings.

Expand vocabulary through speaking, listening, writing and reading.

Demonstrate the ability to maintain collaborative discussions with productive outcomes.

Review and reflect on the writing of peer texts.

Practice specific guidelines for interpreting peer texts.

Evaluate peer texts to contribute constructively.

Summarize and interpret key ideas expressed in peer texts.



Evaluate poetry, personal narratives, and short fiction from a variety of cultures and perspectives to inform

and inspire student writing.

Analyze focused excerpts from books about the craft of creative writing.

Maintain a portfolio of student work that reflects growth in writing poetry, personal narratives, and short

fiction.

Resources

Students produce informal writings (e.g. journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.

Websites:

< http://www.dodgepoetry.org/schools/teachers/educational-materials/ - a collection of resources from the

Dodge Poetry Foundation.

2 http://www.creativewritingpropmts.com/ - 200 creative writing prompts.

Standards

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.6

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
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http://www.creativewritingpropmts.com/

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.7.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.3.e
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3.e
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.4

words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases
based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal
shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
convey experiences and events.

Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal
shifts from one time frame or setting to another.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.3.e
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.6
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.2

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters.

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences
and events.

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to
capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on
how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on
meaning and tone.

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course
of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the
characters or plot).

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions
of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or
drama.

Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to
its meaning.

Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters
or narrators in a text.

Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course
of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an
objective summary of the text.



CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.8.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.6.1.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1.d

Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action,
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing
structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader
(e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect
on ideas under discussion.

Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual
roles as needed.

Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives
through reflection and paraphrasing.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines,
and define individual roles as needed.

Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments
with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.

Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their
own views.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under discussion.

Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’
guestions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or
justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.






