Unit 4: Argumentation

Content Area: Language Arts Literacy

Course(s): Freshman Seminar
Time Period: January

Length: 8 blocks

Status: Published

Enduring Understandings

e The research process is inherently circular and includes planning, gathering, analyzing,
organizing, synthesizing, and evaluating information.

e Researching requires the selection of appropriate resources and information that must be
evaluated based on accuracy, validity, authority, and relevance.

e Information must be used ethically and responsibly by documenting sources appropriately while
drawing conclusions, creating meaning, and constructing new knowledge.

Essential Questions

How do I evaluate information to determine its quality and reliability?

What do I do if my research points me in a new direction?

How can I use the library and databases to help me efficiently navigate the research process?
How and why do I have to credit my sources?

What is the proper way to integrate sources to support the writer’s position?

What is my position in society and my perception of societal norms?

Content

Research:

e WHS Online Databases via the Media Center Website

Skills

e Students write a coherent and focused research paper that conveys a well-defined perspective
and tightly reasoned argument.

e Students to recognize strategies used by the media to inform, persuade, entertain, and transmit
culture.

e Students prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.



e Students write using MLA format and effectively integrate credible sources.
e Students learn to access and analyze electronic sources.
e Students present findings to their peers in formal presentation

Resources

Supplemental Materials:

New York Times Room For Debate (online access free)

MLA Handbook

Citation website:

“ http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

Refining Key Word Searches

= http://www.monash.com/spidap4.html

What is Plagiarism?

= http://plagiarism.org/

Step-by-step Instructions for Writing Research Papers in MLA
Style = http:/jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/academic1/mla-style-papers/

Standards

e W.9-10.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

o A. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims,
and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

o B. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, propaganda
devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge
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level and concerns.

o C. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

o D. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

o E. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented.

W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

e W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

e W.9-10.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or
shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information
and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

e W.9-10.7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a selfgenerated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

e W.9-10.8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research
question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style Manuals).

e W.9-10.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and

audiences.

LA.W.9-10.1.B

LA.W.9-10.1.C

LA.W.9-10.1.D

LA.W.9-10.1.E
LA.W.9-10.4

LA.W.9-10.5

LA.W.9-10.6

LA.W.9-10.7

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, propaganda
devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge
level and concerns.

Use transitions (e.g., words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons
and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.,
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument presented.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information
and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of
the subject under investigation.



LA.W.9-10.8

LA.W.9-10.10

LA.9-10.W.9-10.1

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the
research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of
ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation (MLA or APA Style
Manuals).

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes
clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.



