Unit 2: Compare & Contrast

Content Area: Language Arts Literacy

Course(s): Freshman Seminar
Time Period: October

Length: 10 blocks

Status: Published

Enduring Understandings
e Comparison and contrasting are so much a part of daily life that we often are not aware of using
the techniques.
e There is a direct correlation between organization and quality of writing.
e Effectively organize ideas in writing to develop more logical reasoning.

Essential Questions

e What is the most effective way to write a compare/contrast essay?

e What is the proper structure or format for a compare and contrast essay?

e How will the use of charts and Venn diagrams assist with brainstorming and organizing similarities
and differences between two objects?

Content

Potential Works of Study:

“Neat People vs. Sloppy People” - Suzanne Britt

“Two Ways of Seeing a River”- Mark Twain

“Chinese in New York, American in Beijing” —Kim Hoang
“Mac or PC: There is Simply No Comparison” — Del Miller
Robert Frost Poems

Emily Dickinson Poems

Skills

e Compare two or more subjects and consider them together to show in what ways they are alike
and contrast to illustrate how they differ.

e Learn the difference between block and point-by-point comparison techniques.

e Utilize charts and Venn diagrams to assist with brainstorming and organizing similarities and



differences.

Standards

e W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts,
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis
of content.

o A. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new

element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

B. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts,
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

C. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

D. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor,
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

E. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions
of the discipline in which they are writing. F. Provide a concluding paragraph or section
that supports the argument presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of
the topic).

W.11-12.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 1-3 above.)

e W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

e W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information.

e W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes.

LA.W.9-10.2

LA.W.9-10.2.A

LA.W.9-10.2.B

LA.W.9-10.2.C

LA.W.9-10.2.D

LA.W.9-10.2.E

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important
connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures,
tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the
audience’s knowledge of the topic.

Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create
cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the
topic.

Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose (e.g.,
formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to the norms and conventions



LA.W.9-10.2.F

LA.W.9-10.4

LA.W.9-10.5

LA.W.9-10.6

LA.W.9-10.10

of the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the information or explanation
presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, trying a
new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update individual or shared
writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information
and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.



