Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 1: Starting the Writing Workshop 

Materials: Books to hold up, Chart paper, Writing paper/pencils, Writing folders, Paper to record conferences 

	Connection
	There is another reason why you guys are so lucky to be second graders this year! This year you will learn to become great readers, and you will also learn to become terrific writers! Writers, did anyone notice all of the books we have in our classroom? (hold up a few books) All of these books were written by authors, and this year you will all be authors too. Today we will be authors, and I will show you what authors do. 

	Teaching 
	Watch what I do when I write…Demo developing a story idea (hmm not rainbows, I’ve never done anything with a rainbow!) I think I will write about a time when I was reading outside and I realized I couldn’t go back in my house because the doors were locked! I am going to draw that time. (Sketch picture) Now I will write the words. (label pictures, then write 2 short sentences, sounding out each word as I write) Writers, did you notice what I just did? I thought about something that happened to me and I got it in my head. Today and every day you can do the same thing. You can think about things in your life and you can write about them. (Give possible examples) 

	Active Engagement
	Close your eyes and think of something you can draw and write about. Open your eyes and tell someone what you might write about today. 

(2 min…then “Eyes up here please”)

	Link 
	Writers I know you are ready to get your great stories onto your paper. When I call you, please come up and get your writing paper and your writer’s pencil. Then go back to your desk and get started doing what writers do. I will come around to admire the great work you are doing.


When conferencing…
What have you been working on? Will you read it to me?

If they aren’t sure…What do you want to put down on paper? What would you like your writing to say?

Respond with interest in story and say “You should put that down on the page!”

Pass out writer’s workshop folders to each student.
Sharing 

Writers, please put your writing in the folder I put on your desk. That is your writing folder. Then please bring your folder and join us on the carpet. Every day after you have time to write, you will put your writing in your folder and come join us on the carpet. 

Ask students to hold up work as you point to them so we can all admire it. Point out/admire what students did that you want them to do again. 

Wow look at all you’ve done! I can’t wait to see what you will all choose to write about next! 

Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 2: Carrying On Independently as Writers 

Sept. 1, 2009
Materials: Chart titled “When You Are Finished” (with pictures), Student work from session 1 (student who drew and wrote), My writing from previous session, Tray of writing paper, Writing folders on desks 

	Connection
	(Praise students for sitting correctly and in the right spots) Writers, today and every day we will begin our writing workshop with a minilesson. Tell students the parts of a mini lesson and that their job when I teach in a minilesson is to listen and learn. Writers yesterday you each did what real authors do – thought of something in your life, got a picture in your mind, and then drew or wrote about it. (Hold up example of work from yesterday) You all did a great job thinking and drawing and writing but then…we had a problem. (Explain problem of students saying that they were done). Teach saying writers have: “When you’re done, you’ve just begun

	Teaching 
	Pretend it is yesterday and I am finishing my story about not being able to get into my house. Pretend to finish…There, I’m done! Now watch…Demo adding to pictures, words, getting a new piece of paper because I thought of a new story. Do you see what writers do when we are done? Show chart and explain that these are the 3 things I just did. 

	Active Engagement
	Writers close your eyes and imagine you are finishing your writing. Act out…There I’m finished! But then you remember this minilesson and you imagine yourself pulling in again close to the paper. Think…Can I add more to my picture? To my words? Or should I go get more paper and start another? If you need more paper, it will be in a tray in the middle of your table.

	Link 
	So today I know that none of you will come up to me and tell me that you are done…because when you’re done, you’ve just begun! I can’t wait to see you following our new chart. Let’s see if the writers at the orange table can zoom to their seats and start their writing work. 


When conferencing…
Find out what each child knows about/note on chart. When a child tells you about the content of his story ask, “Where is that on your paper? You’ll need to put that here.” Check for whether or not the child knows writing is a way to communicate meaning.  
Sharing 

Writers please put your writing in your folder and bring it to the rug. Praise children for following routines of writer’s workshop…going quickly to desks, getting paper and writing names, thinking “What will my story be about today?”, finishing a piece and then thinking “Wait I can probably do more” and using ideas from chart, putting writing back in folders and coming quietly to the carpet. I know that tomorrow and every day you will continue to do these things. Wow! I learned so much about each of you today. (Give examples) I know all these things because these writers wrote about them. From now on, we are going to live like writers who write about the things that they love. That’s what writers do! 

Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 3: Using Supplies Independently 

September 2, 2009
Materials: Toolbox for each table with pens/pencils (color-coded for tables), Writing folders, Writing paper (in tray?)

	Connection
	Writers, may I have your eyes please? I am proud of all the work you have been doing during WW. You have been writing about things that matter to you, just like writers do. Today I want to teach you that writers have special tools and we take care of them. I will teach you how to get and take care of the supplies you need to write. 

	Teaching 
	Every writer needs pencils/pens close by so if we get an idea, we can just reach for a pen! (point to pens on my desk-this is what grown ups do). Explain writer’s toolboxes and crates for folders – how these will be passed out – quickly, so no one wastes a precious moment of writing time. 

	Active Engagement
	Practice having one child from each table hop up and quickly place supplies on table. “Let’s see if they can do this quickly so we won’t waste a moment of precious writing time.”

	Link 
	Writers this is how we will always get our room ready for WW. When I call you, you can go quickly from our meeting area to your desk to begin writing. 


Mid-Workshop Teaching Point: Stop students during writing to address problems (such as talking…not fair because we are trying to do our best work as writers). Practice saying “Writers” and waiting for children to stop and look up…explain that whenever I say “Writers” they need to stop working and look at me. 
When conferencing…

First 3 min, read the room. Tell students that getting started by themselves is a grown up, “writerly” thing to do. Watch and don’t start to fix problems. Let children know you are noticing the good things they are doing (starting right away, capping pens, etc.) Practice getting children’s’ attention during workshop.

Expectation conferences: correct students not meeting expectations. Let’s not waste 1 min of our precious writing time. Writers don’t do that. Would a grown-up author do that? No!

Sharing 

We’ve had WW all week now and I know many of you have noticed the things that we do every day during WW. Count on your fingers with the person beside you and see if you can list 5 things we do every day in WW. Create chart: What Happens Every Day in WW. List: 

· Every day we sit on our carpet spots. 

· Every day we put our supplies and folders on our tables. 

· Every day we work quietly. 

Today I want to add one more thing: Every day we put the caps back on our pens so that we don’t lose them. Great work today writers! 

	Connection
	Writers, there are lots of ways to get ready to write. One way that some of you have used is to close your eyes and think of an idea. Today I want to teach all of you how to start with an idea for writing and put that idea on the paper. 

	Teaching 
	Writers today I am going to show you something I hope you all today-close my eyes and get a story of something I’ve done in my head. (close eyes dramatically to think of a story) Ok I’ve got it! (think of shared class experience) Think aloud to draw details of story. 

Do you see how I’m putting the whole story in my picture? 

	Active Engagement
	Turn to the person next to you and think of what other parts of the story I could put in my illustration. (Listen in – pick 2 ideas and add to drawing)

	Link 
	Today and every day as you write, make sure you picture something that happened to you and put the details of the story into your drawings. Let’s get ready to write. Close your eyes. Once you get a story into your head, open your eyes and give me a thumbs up so I know you’re ready to write. 


Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 4: Telling Stories in Illustrations







September 3, 2009


Materials: Chart paper/marker to draw 


    Shared class experience to write about 

When conferencing…

Observe drawings, Ask “What’s going on here?” If drawing contains meaning/a story, say “You need to write that! Put that here.” Tell children to put down whatever they hear, if they tell you a story, say “Write that.” 

Sharing 

Show drawing of an author who included great detail in his pictures (pictures tell the story/match the words). Show picture and ask students to turn to the person beside them and really study this picture to see if they can figure out what is happening in it. Tell them that, like them, the author write the story that goes with her picture. Read the words on the page and point out how all of these things can be found in the picture. “That’s what writers do. We put our stories into our pictures and into our words.” Turn to the person next to you and show them your picture. Tell the story of your picture just like you told the story of the author’s picture. 

(Students should be able to “turn and talk” and then come back to group quickly – transition should be smooth – practice transition “Writers stop and look”) 

Suggest students add more detail in drawings – point out detail in one child’s drawings. “Thumbs up if you are realizing you could add more detail.” 

	Connection
	Writers I have been so excited about what you have been drawing/writing about. But sometimes I see you excited about a great idea but then you’re not sure how to draw it. Sometimes you even decide not to write about your great idea because you’re not sure how to draw it! That is so sad because we miss out on your great stories. Today I will teach you what to do when you get that “Oh no! I don’t know how to draw that!” feeling. 

	Teaching 
	Use story of shared class experience. Model beginning to draw it and then getting stuck on a hard-to-draw part. Stop and contemplate giving up and drawing something easy, like flowers. But then dramatically decide not to give up and just do “the best I can and keep going.” 

	Active Engagement
	Get stuck one more time on something hard to draw. Ask students to turn to person next to them and decide what I should do…should I just give up and draw something easy? Elicit response of “I should do the best I can and keep going”. Share this response with the class as if they just came up with that idea. 

	Link 
	Writers, today I’m hoping that if you get to a tricky part of your picture that you will do what I did and draw it the best you can and not give up!


Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 5: Drawing Even Hard-to-Make Ideas 

September 13, 2009
Materials: Chart paper, marker, story that is hard to draw

Mid-Workshop Teaching Point: Stop class mid-workshop to point out a student who has a hard-to-draw idea but is not giving up and doing the best they can to draw it. 


When conferencing…

· Draw out info from students about content and respond “You definitely need to add that!”

· Remind students of WW beliefs – “Writers do ___”, “In WW, we ___”

· Begin Unit 1 Assessment Checklist and begin to hold conferences that help students get more print on the page

· Prep student who can share success with drawing a tricky part today  

Sharing 

Writers, remember today in our mini-lesson we talked about how writers sometimes get to tricky parts of their pictures and they just do the best they can? Today _____ did just that. (Ask student to share what happened today.) Tomorrow you can try to do this if you didn’t get a chance today. I know you are eager to draw a hard picture in your mind the best you can. 

	Connection
	Writers I have loved learning so much about you from your writing! (cite 2 examples of things you have learned) During WW each of you has thought of things that you care about and put them on the page. I can look at your drawings and stories and learn about your lives! Today I want to teach you that writers use pictures and words when they write.

	Teaching 
	Hold up book that students have heard before that has a picture on top of the page and words on the bottom. Point out where the picture is and where the words are. Ask a student to come up and point to the words. Say: I am telling you this because you can do the exact same thing this author has done – put a picture on the top of your page and words on the bottom. 

Hold up a Richard Scarry book. This author does it a little differently – he draws his pictures and then goes back and labels important things. Say: You can do either of these things, but you need to put pictures and words in your writing. 

	Active Engagement
	You have a new piece of writing paper in front of you. Point to where you will draw the picture. Point to where you will write the words. 

	Link 
	So writers, today I am hoping that each of you will use pictures and words to tell your story. 


Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 6: Using Both Pictures and Words, Like Famous Authors



September 14, 2007

Materials: 2 familiar books (one with pictures and words on each page and one with labeled drawings like Richard Scarry), Writing paper to give out when students come to the minilesson (box w/ 4 lines), Tray of this paper for each table 

When conferencing…

Let students know the pressure is on to write. Ask students to point to the pictures and words in their writing. Congratulate them for having both. Urge students to write the best they can. Prep a few students to share their writing today – students do not need to have readable writing, as long as they know what they were “writing” – pick a range of abilities.

Sharing 
Today I saw so many of you doing what writers do. Ask student to read writing to the class. Writers would you tell the person next to you the smart work you saw ___ doing? (Listen in on talking, don’t call on anyone) I heard some of you notice that she has a place for her picture and a place for her words. That is very smart. Ask a few more students to share, making sure all students realize they have the ability to write. I’m so happy to see all of the writing you’ve put on your pages. You’ve done just what (name authors) did! Next time we write, we can all put our writing on our page with our pictures! 
Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 7: Stretching and Writing Words


September 15, 2007

Materials: chart paper, marker, story idea, pile of familiar books, chalkboards/chalk for share

	Connection
	Writers, I took your writing home last night and I felt like I had brought home a big pile of books from our library. Hold up some books. Just like these writers write about all sorts of things, you write about all sorts of things. And just like these authors use pictures and words, most of you do that too. Today I want to show you how to decide what letters to put on the page when I’m writing my words.

	Teaching 
	Show drawing you have done and tell students what you decided to write about. Pick a short sentence you have decided to write, such as “I saw a cat.” Act out writing I (“that’s easy”) and then sounding out each part of “saw”, one sound at a time, rereading as I go. Writers, did you notice that I first said what I wanted to write, broke down the sounds, and reread each sound? 

	Active Engagement
	Will you help me to keep going? Reread what I wrote so far “I saw” with students. Let’s say what’s next – a. Ask students to pretend to write the word on their hands as I write it on the chart paper. Then reread sentence. Ask what comes next – cat. Stretch out the word “like a rubber band” – say it this way with the class several times. Sound out each part of the word with the class – ask them to name the sounds they hear and tell them what letter makes that sound. 

	Link 
	Today, try to write words down on your page, just like real authors do. Say them, stretch them out, write what you hear, reread and say more. 


Mid-Workshop Share: “Writers stop and look” – share something smart a student did, such as needing another page to write more – take this time to demo stapling another page. 
When conferencing…

· Work one-on-one with students to record what they want to say by stretching out words and recording sounds. 

· Make sure students don’t become too needy – before conferencing at all, take a step back to watch the room a bit. 

· If students are just copying print from classroom, remind them to draw first and then write words that match their pictures so they can tell their stories. 

· Prep student to share their work of stretching out a hard word to write the sounds.

Sharing 
Have one student share the way they came to a hard word, stretched it out, and wrote down the sounds they heard. (They don’t need to have actually spelled the word correctly, as long as they got the letters for the main sounds.) Writers, would you read what you wrote today to yourselves? Did anyone else try a word you didn’t know? Let one other student share. Class, let’s all try to do what ___ did. Work with partner to stretch out a word and write it on chalkboards. 
Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 8: Stretching and Writing Words: Initial Sounds

September 16, 2007

Materials: chart paper, marker 

	Connection
	We’ve been talking about writing our words the best we can. We’ve been talking about stretching out words so that we can hear the sounds in them. Today I want to show you how to get the main sounds you hear in your words on the paper. 

	Teaching 
	Go back to story I previously started and decide to add another sentence. Watch me say the words and write down the sounds I hear. Model this with the words 2 words in the sentence, sounding out what I hear first, then what I hear later – not worrying about spelling the word correctly (for example, “please” could be “pls”). Did you notice how I said the word and wrote down what I heard at the start of it? Then I said the word again and write down what I heard next. I’m telling you this because you can do the same thing. 

	Active Engagement
	Do same technique for the next word (a longer word) in the sentence, asking students what they hear at the beginning of the word. Then say: there are more sounds in this word. Everyone say the word and listen for more sounds. Record additional sounds. What you are doing is smart. Keep on rereading and saying ‘Are there more sounds I could record?’ Work with a friend and try to think about what comes next. 

	Link 
	So today, when you are writing your words, make sure that you say the word once and write down what you hear in the beginning, and then say the word again and write down the other sounds you hear. 


When conferencing…

Practice format of conferences – Research, Decide, Teach, Link. Practice perfecting just the Research part of the conference – in this part of the conference name what the child has done that is really, really smart. Do this in each conference. 

Prep student to share who wrote a long piece of writing. 

Sharing 
Writers I want to share what happened to some of you today. When some of you listened and wrote down the sounds that you heard, you got a lot on your paper. That’s what happened to ____ today. Have student share their writing. With excitement, tell students they can all try writing more and more and more! 
Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 9: Spelling the Best We Can…and Moving On 

September 17, 2007

Materials: chart paper, marker, prepared drawing, clipboards and paper 
 

	Connection
	A few days ago we talked about drawing the best we can and not worrying if we felt like we couldn’t do it. We said “I’ll do my best” and knew we would get better because we’re working on it. Today I want to tell you that when we write words, we need to say ‘That might not be perfect yet, but I’m going to spell the best I can and keep going so I can say more.’ You can get a lot of writing done if you do this. 

	Teaching 
	Go back to picture that was hard to draw from lesson 5 and decide to write a sentence to go with the picture. Pick a longer sentence and write it fairly quickly, pausing briefly when unsure of a spelling but then say “Oh well, I’ll leave it like that for now and keep going.” 

	Active Engagement
	Look at second picture from lesson 5. Did you see how I just did the best I could and kept going? Let’s do this for the next page. Have students use clipboards and paper to write a sentence as I dictate it, pausing only briefly after each word to give students time to write it. Halfway through say, “Writers, let’s stop for a second! Hold up your boards so I can admire what you did! Look how much you got down!” Reread sentence together. 

	Link 
	Today remember, if you want to put something on the paper and you aren’t sure how to draw it or how to write it just do the best you can and keep going! (Invite children to join in on the last part)


When conferencing…

Hold conferences to remind children of one of the following: 

· Writers first think of a topic, envision it, then draw it.

· Writers know that when they are finished, they have more to do.

· Writers go back and add detail.

· Writers take care of their tools.

· Writers write words – they do the best they can and keep going.

Sharing 
Choose children who did the best they could while writing and got a lot written, whether or not they wrote actual letters/words. Let these children share and point out how, when they got to a hard word/part, they did the best they did and kept going. Look how much ___ was able to write when he kept going!
Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 10: Using Writing Tools: The Alphabet Chart 

September 21, 2009
Materials: enlarged alphabet chart (children should be familiar with it), chart paper/marker, copies of alphabet chart

	Connection
	Writers remember how this chart shows us how to find and write letters? Today I am going to show you how this chart can help us in Writers Workshop.

	Teaching 
	 Watch me write, and notice how I use this chart. We’ll talk in a few minutes about what you notice. Demonstrate thinking of a topic, and quickly telling a story while I draw. Then decide on a sentence to tell about the picture. Model writing the sentence pretty fluently, but getting stuck on a few words and using the alphabet chart to find the right letters. (For example, get stuck on “have” and find the picture “hat” on the alphabet chart, decide they start the same way, so “have” must start with an h.)

	Active Engagement
	So how did I use the chart to help me? Call on only one student to tell how I used it. Reiterate that when I was stuck on a word and couldn’t remember what letter to write, I used the chart to find the letter. 

	Link 
	You can do the same thing I’ve done. You can use the alphabet chart to help you, and guess what? I have your very own alphabet charts for you when you get back to your seats. 


Mid-Workshop Teaching Point: Find student who has used the alphabet chart to help them and stop the class to point it out. 
When conferencing…

Look for students who: 

· Use the alphabet chart well so this can be celebrated

· Relying too heavily on the alphabet chart – model again with these students

· Whose work can be used as an exemplar 

Use Unit 1 checklist to continue to assess what students can do/can almost do

Sharing 
Writers, I saw so many of you using your alphabet charts today to help you. Let’s practice that together right now on the rug. Pretend you wanted to write about a goat but you weren’t sure what letter makes the /g/ sound in goat, which section of your alphabet chart could help you? Practice this with one other word. 

When you use your alphabet chart, you can write anything! Listen to the cool things your friends are writing about. (Read a couple sentences of a student’s work who used a word that starts with a less common letter – like “zebra”. Have students locate the letter on their alphabet charts that could help them start this word.) 
	Connection
	If possible, tell example of student who had more to add to story and had the idea to add another piece of paper to their writing. Tell students why this is very smart because we want our stories to grow and grow. This is exactly what grownup authors do! We add on and say more! But then – oh no! It’s time for share! What can I do with my work? I’m not finished! So today I will show you what you can do to keep working on your story. 

	Teaching 
	Look at my writing folder. You know how traffic lights have red lights to say stop and green lights to say go? This side of the folder for work that is finished – stopped- and this side is for the writing I’m not finished with, with the green dot for go. 

	Active Engagement
	Will you help me do this with my stack of writing? I’ll tell you about the piece and then you tell the person beside you if I should put it in the red-dot side or the green-dot side. (Tell about each piece of writing, making it obvious whether or not it is finished or not.) Tell the person beside you if you think it should go in the green dot or red dot side.

	Link 
	Today, let’s put our pieces in either the red section of our folders if the writing is finished or stopped, or in the green section if the work is still ongoing. Today, before you write, you will need to go through your writing from the start of the year and decide where it should go. Today writers, when you get your folders, you’ll see all of your work is in a pile in the middle and you’ll see a red-dot stop pocket and a green-dot keep going pocket. The first thing to do today is go through your work and divide it into the two piles – one for finished work and one for ongoing work. 


Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 11: Creating a Place for Writing-in-Progress: Long-Term Projects

September 22, 2009
Materials: Green and red dots for writing folders, staplers available in writing caddies, stack of my own writing and writing folder with green/red dots, example of child’s writing if available


When conferencing…

Refrain from conferencing right away – give children time to divide work. When conferring, remember to listen first before intervening so children don’t stop working. Conference with students about how to say more in their writing, then demo stapling on another paper. 

Sharing 
(Before going to carpet) Writers stop and look. It’s time for writing to end. Before you come to the run, watch me. Model deciding if work is finished and then deciding where it should go. Will each of you look at the work you are doing and decide where you, as a writer, need to store that work. After that, please bring your folders to the rug. Tell students how one child filed her work that day and why. At the end of every writing time, you need to decide where you want to put your piece. Will you show the person beside you where you put today’s work and tell that person why you made that decision? 
Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 12: Introducing Booklets

September 23, 2009
Materials: Pre-made booklets of 3-4 pages, large booklet for demonstration/marker, familiar picture book, pre-written one page summary of book

	Connection
	Writers I am so excited about our WW! Today we’re ready to take a big step. Most of us have been writing our stories on one page. When we read stories in books, there is almost always more than one page! Today you are going to start to write your stories in books just like other authors! 

	Teaching 
	Show students a book we have read. (Author’s name) could have written this story on one paper. (Show one page summary of book prewritten on chart paper.) But he decided to write his story as a whole book. (Go through book showing how the story progresses from page to page.) I’m telling you this because you can do the exact same thing! You can stretch your stories out and tell them across a lot of pages.

	Active Engagement
	Decide to write about something that happened to the class and offer a too-short summary. Elicit that this is not a good first page. Tell a friend what you might write on page one-just page one-for this story. (Share with the class examples of first pages with appropriate beginnings.) These beginnings are both so smart. You are both doing what ___ does in his book. Read the first page of the picture book. 

	Link 
	Show students pre-stapled booklets. So writers, if you are starting a new story today, you might want to write in a booklet that has more than one page. Think about how the story will go. Try out different beginnings in your mind because you’ll want a beginning that doesn’t give everything away. 


When conferencing…

Today confer with the picture book used in the minilesson. Point out what children have done or should do like the author. Use the book to urge children to write across pages, work in their beginning, record words, add details, etc. 

Sharing 
Writers, would you sit with a friend and read your beautiful long books to each other? I am so excited by what you are doing! Ask one child who has written a lot to share. Writers do you see what happened? Recap how the student gave us a lot of info in his story. You can do the same thing as ___, you can write a story that goes for a bunch of pages and not tell the whole thing all at once. 
	Connection
	Writers so far this year we’ve been writing true stories. But of course there are lots of kinds of writing in the world. When I care about a topic, I sometimes write more that one kind of writing about that topic, and you can do that too. 

	Teaching 
	One topic I love to write about is ___. Instead of writing another story on this topic, I’m going to write about it in brand-new ways. May I show you what it is my writing folder? (Show students a list and a letter written about the same topic I have been writing stories about.) Do you see how I took something I love and made a list? Do you see how I took a topic I care about and wrote a letter about that topic? I’m telling you this because you can do the exact same thing!

	Active Engagement
	Close your eyes and think of a topic that it is important to you. Think, ‘What else could I write on my topic?’ Ok now open your eyes and tell a friend what your topic might be and what kind of writing you might try.

	Link 
	I can’t wait to see what you will write today. Writers, thumbs up if you are ready to write. 


Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 13: Widening Writing Possibilities: Lists and Letters 

September 24, 2009
Materials: Example of a list and letter I have written (in my writing folder), Paper for lists and letters for students

When conferencing…

· Suggest that students create a list of what they will do at home, just like we do at school. Writers make lists if they want to remember to do something. 

· Review writing child has done throughout the year. Find a topic that could be made into a different type of writing

Sharing 
Choose children to share who have taken the advice of the minilesson and written in a new genre today, especially students who have found a genre other than a list or letter. Discuss how one topic can lead to other types of writing – this topic isn’t done if you have already written one story about it. 
Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 14: Widening Writing Possibilities: Real-World Purposes

September 25, 2009
Materials: Examples of writing I have done with real-life purposes

	Connection
	Writers yesterday we talked about how a really good topic helps get us going on other types of writing. Today I want to tell you about another kind of thinking that helps me write. I think about all the things I am doing today and I think ‘Can writing help me do any of those better?’ I’ll show you how this helps me come up with writing projects for myself.

	Teaching 
	 Give students 3 examples of how I have used writing in my real life. For example, show plan book as a way to keep track of what we will do every day, Show a note I wrote to a teacher/parent, Show a card I made for someone, etc. 

	Active Engagement
	I want you to try this out. Tell students a story of something a student wants to do and ask them to turn to the person next to them and tell them what kind of writing this student might do. Provide students with another daily event to practice. Then: before you go, would you think about what you have been doing in your life and think ‘How could writing help me with that?’ If you get an idea, thumbs up. 

	Link 
	Ok writers, lots of you seem like you are dying to write from what is happening in your life. Let’s get started. 


When conferencing…
Encourage students to really listen for sounds, attach them to letters and record the letters in words. Remind students that if they are writing things other people might read, they really need to listen for and record sounds or others won’t be able to read it. Encourage students to reread often as they write. 
Sharing 
After we’ve been writing for awhile, writers choose a piece we love, one we are absolutely crazy about, and we publish it. We put it in our library or we read aloud to our friends. So today, we’re going to reread what we’ve written and choose one piece we especially love and then fix it up for publication. (Take the contents out of my folder and lay them out so I am surrounded by a web of writing.) I’m trying to decide which of these to put in the library….Model briefly rereading pieces…Hmm I think people will really like this one. Writers, did you see that I looked over all of my writing and chose one I thought readers would like? I had to spread out all my pieces and remember them all. I had to reread some of them. 

Would each of you, right now, go through your folders and choose a piece that you want to fix up and fancy up for publication? We’ll work with them tomorrow. Put it right on top of your folder. Now think for a minute about how you can add to your writing – whisper to a partner the first thing you are going to add when you work tomorrow. 

Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 15: Fixing Up Writing

September 27, 2007

Materials: Short story written on chart paper about shared class experience

	Connection
	Writers, since school began, you have been doing just what writers do – think of ideas to write, plan their writing, pick paper to match plans, write as best they can and keep going. But yesterday we learned that writers also publish their work – today I’ll show you how to do that because in a few days we need to be ready for a publishing party.

	Teaching 
	All through the world, when writers are ready to publish their writing, the writer rereads all of their writing and chooses the best one – we did that yesterday. Then writers get the piece ready to go out into the world. Have you ever seen a person getting ready to be married or graduate? Usually that person fancies themselves up. The same happens with writing. Before writers send our writing out for real readers to read, we fix it up and then we fancy it up. 

	Active Engagement
	Reread a story about a shared experience and ask students to help me fix up my story. Elicit that a word is missing/an important part of the story is missing. Say: these are great ideas. Before I publish my piece, I’ll add in the missing word and reread what I’ve written and see if I can fit anything else in. 

	Link 
	So writers, today you’ll take the piece you decided to publish and you’ll reread it and fix it up. Ask, ‘Does this make sense?’ ‘How can I fix it?’ ‘What can I add?’


When conferencing…

Reread student’s writing and repeat it back as if it is the most interesting story in the world. Most children will respond by saying more – repeat that back and say ‘Where will you add that?’ Make a big deal that publishing is what professional writers do and that their story is so great that it deserves to be revised. (Revision is not a way to fix inadequate work – it is a reward for great work.) 

Sharing 
Writers, will you bring your piece with you and come to the carpet? Let me show you the smart ways in which you have all been fixing up your writing. (Share stories of success with revision – not just the most advanced writing, things everyone can do.) Now, think to yourself which of the things these writers did would you like to try? Tell the person next to you what you might try tomorrow. 
Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 16: Editing and Fancying Up Writing 

September 28, 2007

Materials: 2 stories written on chart paper to be edited 

	Connection
	Writers, today we’re going to fix up our writing in another way. Today we will edit our writing – that’s what writers call it. Ask students to repeat the word “edit.” When we edit our writing, we check everything to make sure people can read it. 

	Teaching 
	Show students piece of writing on chart paper. Today I am going to edit my own writing and I want you to watch how I reread my writing, making sure that my words look right. Hmm I better get my finger underneath my words so I can look at each word carefully. Model correcting 2 or 3 spelling mistakes of common words as I reread – cross our misspelled word with a single line and write correct spelling above it. So writers, what did you notice I did to make sure my words looked right? 

	Active Engagement
	So let’s try that again, together, with this story. Read a second story – students should tell a partner if the word looks right or if you’d change it. After I read the whole story, ask for suggestions. 

	Link 
	So writers, look again at the writing you will be publishing at our celebration on Monday. Reread it like it was your independent reading book. Read it with your finger just like I did and check to make sure your words look right – and when there is a work that doesn’t look right, rewrite it above so that it does look right. 


Mid-Workshop Teaching Point: I can’t believe how have you’ve all been working on your writing! You are almost ready to read your pieces at our celebration. Today we are going to do something that many writers do – make our pieces really beautiful. Today we’re going to do this by going back to our pictures and use colored pencils to add in more details. This is a way to make our pieces really beautiful, and also to help the readers of our books understand our stories even more. (Model doing this with my story – point out what you will color first because it is really important to the story.) Do you see what I’m doing? I’m using the colored pencils to add more detail in my pictures and to make them more beautiful and more meaningful. I’m telling you this because you are all going to do the same thing in your writing. 

So writers, I want you to think about this before you start. Ask students to turn to a friend and talk about how they might use colored pencils today. Then share some ideas with the rest of the class. So writers, for the rest of writing them, let’s do what writers do and fancy up our pieces. Work slowly and carefully so that you make your books even more beautiful.
When conferencing…

Last day to confer – use Unit 1 conferring checklist. 

Sharing 
Writers, today let’s leave our work out on the tables and walk around and admire the ways in which we made our writing beautiful. 
Unit 1, Mini-Lesson 17: Reading Into the Circle: An Author’s Celebration 

October 1, 2007

Materials: classroom decorations (balloons, sign), small snack, 2 or 3 line toast 

*Practice the celebration the day before – students should know to go to carpet, sit in a circle with their writing on their laps. They should know that after they read their favorite part/page of their story, they should turn and look at the person to their right – that is the next child’s cue to start. Students should know what to do when moving to reading in small groups – where to go, how to share their story. 

Writers, lets gather. It’s finally time for our celebration! Welcome to Room 411’s first writing celebration. I am very proud of all that you have done in WW so far. You have learned to draw pictures and write words about the things that matter to you. You have also learned that if you get to a hard part, you just do the best you can. You learned how to choose a piece of writing and revise it and edit it. You did a great job. You should give yourself a round of a applause. 

Writers, lets start Reading into the Circle with ____. Students will go around circle, reading their favorite page/part of their book and turn to look at the person to their right when they are finished. (Don’t interrupt flow of reading – don’t say anything until Reading into the Circle is finished.) 

Now we can move to our tables, hear the whole pieces from the people in our groups, and share our own writing! (Send students to pre-determined areas to share stories.)

After children have all had a chance to read stories to their group…Writers may I have your attention? It looks like most of you have finished reading and are ready to have refreshments. Could you carefully place your lovely writing on the table and come join me at the refreshment table for a quick toast? (Pass our cups of juice – remind students not to drink yet.) 

I would like to make a toast (when someone says they are making a toast it means they are about to say some really nice things). Writers, you have worked hard. You deserve this very special day. May we continue to have writing celebrations that are as great as this one. Congratulations! 

Give students time to drink juice/have snacks and talk with friends about their writing. 

*Create bulletin board – “We Are Writers!” Display students’ work with a picture/quote from child about writing or themselves as writers. 

