Writer’s Notebooks 
First 1-2 weeks: organizing & writer’s notebooks

 Organizing

· Room environment & supplies.  Create a writing corner where all of the materials are kept…provide each student with a writing folder for completed work and work in progress.  Create a writing portfolio for each student. 
Introduce Writer’s Notebooks
Note: you should have your own filled writer’s notebooks to share with your children.

Mini lesson: Gather your students on the rug and explain to them that from today on they will be referred by you as writers.  Explain that every day they will write and learn how to become even better writers than they are now.  I know you all have so many stories to tell about things you did this summer…You know what?  This year I am going to teach you all how to be professional writers! Do you know what real professional writers keep to help them get ideas for their writing?  That’s right, a writer’s notebook.  Hold up your own writer’s notebook and show them all the writing you have done and the sketches. Then tell the students that they too will keep their own notebooks and write in them everyday just like professional writers do. Show the students your writer’s notebook. 

Writing time:  Give each student a sticker. (fall), (school)  What does it make you think of?  Post in notebook & write about it.  Be sure to let them see you writing in your notebook and do not be afraid to share your own entries with them.  This helps build a risk free community. 

Share Time: Have 1 or 2 students share their entries.  Celebrate & praise. 

Note: This is the time to begin building a safe writing community. Express that they are all writers and that they are all going to do what real writers do. Decorate notebooks in class or for homework.
· Mini lesson:  A writer’s notebook Writers chart:  
Gather your students  on the rug and discuss these  questions.  Have students turn knee to knee with their partner and share their ideas.  Then ask for volunteers to share.  Write responses on the chart.  Ask students to Think about a topic they want to write about.  Share with their partner.  Hang up in the room to refer to.

	Where do we get ideas?
Each other

Books                                 experiences

Topics:

Animals

Family 

Friends

School


	Types of entries…

Jot list

Quick writes

Write longs




Writing Time: Students will write about the topic they chose. You may want to play soft music during writing time.  
Share Time: Share a couple of entries & celebrate.

Getting ideas from books

· Read aloud: I Like My Very Own Room by Amada Perez. TPS what did this remind you about in your own lives. Model a quick write (writing whatever pops into the mind from the book).  Have the students do the same in their notebook.   Partner share.

· Read aloud: What I Know First by Patricia McLachlan 

Jot-list & writing long
· Mini lesson: Model creating a list in your notebook T-chart

	Best memories
	Worst Memories


Note: Have the students do the same in their notebooks then turn to their partners and share.  Ask them to write down new ideas that are sparked by sharing because we get ideas from each other. 
· Mini Lesson: write long: Discuss the jot list you created.  Model circling a topic from the list and then writing long(telling that story)

Ask the students to do the same in their notebooks. Share & Cheer

· Mini Lesson: sensory observation lesson: take students outside and ask them to write about what they hear, feel, smell, & see. 
· Another sticker mini lesson: Take a sticker of an animal. Model describing the animal without telling them the animal.  After you write your description ask them to guess. Then provide the students with a sticker to place in their writer’s notebook.  Have them write a description then share with their partner without revealing the animal.  They will have to guess.  Discuss what they wrote and what made them able to guess their animal.

Note:  this can be a mini lesson during revision as well.

· Everyday set about 5-10 minutes to write in their writer’s notebooks as I write in my notebook as well.  It is important that they see you as a writer too. 
Other Mini lesson ideas for writer’s notebooks: 
· History of a Name
· Write long from a List

· Best life events, worst

· Scary stories, 
· My 1st Birthday Party,
· Questions,
· writing off literature

· writing from observing

· quick writes.
Generating Ideas using Literature & writer’s notebooks
Literature:  A Chair for My Mother by Vera Williams, William’s Doll by Charlotte’s Zolotow, Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox
1. Read Aloud the book Wilford Gordon McDonald Partridge 
2. Discuss the story events and memories that were formed

3. Model generating ideas using a web graphic

Organizer. 

4. Possible web A memory is something that…

· Makes you cry

· Makes you laugh

· Warm
· Something you remember
· From long ago
· Is precious as gold

5. After producing a web together make a poster and hang it in the classroom to provide students with ideas to write about
6. Have students create the web in their writer’s notebooks
7. Continue to have them branch off  each topic in their notebooks or create lists they can then write long from.  This is not being used as prewriting web therefore can be used for this lesson purpose generating ideas.





Discuss the writing workshop structure:  Pie chart & explain what students do when they need help.  Introduce red & green cards.
· Mini lessons:  ideas to write about:  Read aloud Wilford Gordon start writing webs in notebooks that will help spark ideas for future writing.  Have students use their writer’s notebooks to create their own webs and start to write from their notes.  
Note:

After the one to two weeks of training move into Unit 1 Launching Writing Workshop which will continue with writer’s notebooks and will move into generating personal narratives and quality narrative writing. 

A Memory is something that..…





You remember


from the past





Touches your heart deep down





Makes you warm inside





Makes you cry/sad





Is precious as gold





Daughters





Grandma’s ring











