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Course Description
This course is designed for the student who has developed an exceptional proficiency in critical reading and 
thinking as well as advanced writing skills. Students are challenged with numerous fictional literary readings 
from several genres and related non-fiction. In addition, students complete many writing assignments and 
extensive outside readings. Students explore the modes of writing on a more sophisticated level; journal 
writing will address students’ creative talents while other assignments will be analytical in nature. Students 
use MLA and The BIG6 information literacy model to conduct problem-based research projects.

 

 

Unit Description
 

Stage 1-- Desired Results
Unit Purpose: In this unit students will read literary nonfiction in order to critically analyze 
nonfiction text features. In 11-12th grade, teachers will teach the same standards from 9th and 
10th grade but will increase the rigor. 11th grade teachers will teach the skills based on the explicit 
standards and 12th grade teachers refresh/review those same skills from the year prior to check for 
complete understanding. 

Established Goals: To read literary non-fiction and analyze its text features

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: English Language Arts Grades 11 and 12

 

Explicit:

RI.11-12.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 
response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

 

RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and how 
they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 



RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific 
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

 

RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10).

 

RI.11-12.5. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and 
engaging.

 

RI.11-12.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or 
beauty of the text. 

 

RI.11-12.8. Describe and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. and global texts, including the 
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court 
majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public 
advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).

 

RI.11-12.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, 
purposes and rhetorical features, including primary source documents relevant to U.S. and/or 
global history. 

 

SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the 
data

 

SL.11-12.3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

 

SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.



 

SL.11-12.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest.

 

L.11-12.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings.

1. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in 
the text. 

2. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

 

W.11-12.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.

B. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the 
reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal 
reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, 
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses]”).

Implicit:

RI.11-12.10. By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed. 

 

SL.11-12.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

1. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic 
or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas.

2. Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set 
clear goals and assessments (e.g. student developed rubrics), and establish individual roles 
as needed.

3. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, 
or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

4. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence 
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the 



Task.

Understandings:

Students will understand that…

-Informational texts can provide readers with 
insight on topics that resonate personally
-The central ideas of informational texts are 
influenced by the author’s opinion.
-Informational texts can be evaluated through a 
variety of reading, researching and conversing 
about concepts and ideas.
-Readers connect foundational documents for 
their historical and literary importance alike.

Essential Questions:

-How does the study of informational text let 
readers encounter topics that are personally 
relevant?
-How do reading habits impact the way readers 
analyze and track central ideas in a text?
-How can a reader effectively evaluate central 
ideas and arguments developed?
-How do readers evaluate the types of evidence 
an author uses to support the text’s central idea, 
claim or insight?

Students will know 

-How to cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence.
-How to determine two or more central ideas of 
a text and analyze their development.
-How to analyze a complex set of ideas
-How to determine the meaning of words and 
phrases
-How to analyze and evaluate the effectiveness 
of the structure an author uses
-How to determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose.

Students will be able to…

-Demonstrate knowledge of reading information 
skills through on-demand assessments, critical 
reading and discussion. 

Stage 2 -- Assessment Evidence

Summative Assessments:

Evaluation determining students ability to fully 
demonstrate explicitly-taught skills through

1. Reading On-Demand Skills Assesment 

2. A visual display of data along with a 
presentation informing an audience about the 
selected reading choice.

 

 

Formative Assessments:

Other Evidence:

Quizzes  (3-4“Minor” Assessments)- 
Demonstration of explicitly-taught skills 
through:

-vocabulary quizzes

-socratic seminars

Reader’s Notebook (5 “Homework” student-
selected entries) - Eight entries over the course 
of the unit in which nonfiction critical reading 
skills are explored.

Stage 3 -- Learning Plan
Learning Activities:

-Introduce the standards, essential questions, assessment evidence and corresponding rubrics, and 
calendar of lessons to students.



-Establish each student’s prior understanding of argument writing (literary analysis essay) through 
a relatable hook (story, survey, posing question, etc.) or through individual conferences.
-Read literary nonfiction texts and paired seminal documents.
-Execute standards-based mini-lessons to develop skills and strategies.
-Collaborate with assigned reading partners.
-Experience activities where speaking and listening skills are used in mini-lessons and sharing 
times. 
-Implement critical lenses to reading nonfiction.
-Confer individually with teacher and peers.
-Demonstrate understanding of skills through a on-demand standards-aligned assessments.

Mini-Lessons
  

Literary Nonfiction

-Distinguish between inferences and explicit ideas

-Analyze how central ideas interact and build on each other - two or more ideas central ideas -- 
building on one another
--Evaluating evidence - select most significant, analyzing rhetoric through style & content
-Nonfiction text features (i.e. cause & effect)
-Identify key terms in a text - key terms in historical documents
-Analyze rhetorical devices  - evaluate author’s structure 

 

Court Documents

-Nonfiction (graphics, headers, captions)
-Acquiring vocabulary skills 
-Determine historical and/or literary significance - integrate or interpret multiple sources of info. 
In different formats

Resources 
All student selected choices available through classroom library, school or public library, or 
bought buy student.

Works of Study:

The Lost City of Z by David Grann

 

Potential Works of Study:

All student selected choices available through classroom library, school or public library, or 
bought buy student.

History:

- The Family Romanov by Candace Fleming



- Most Dangerous by Steve Sheinkin

- Pure Grit by Mary Cronk Farrell

- March: Book Three by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell

- The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World’s Most Notorious 
Nazi written by Neal Bascomb

- Bomb: The Race to Build -- and Steal -- the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve 
Sheinkin

- The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story of Adventure, Heroism, & Treachery by Steve 
Sheinkin

- Bootleg: Murder, Moonshine, and the Lawless Years of Prohibition by Karen Blumenthal

- Flesh & Blood So Cheap: The Triangle Fire and Its Legacy by Albert Marrin

- The Plot to Kill Hitler: Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Spy, Unlikely Hero by Patricia McCormick

- First They Killed My Father by Loung Ung

- The Hundred Year Walk: An Armenian Odyssey by Dawn Anahid Mackeen

 

Science/ Nature:

- Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith by Deborah Heiligman

- Sugar Changed the World: A Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery, Freedom, and Science by Marc 
Aronson

- Silent Spring by Rachel Carson

- Cod: A Biography of the Fish that Changed the World by Mark Kurlansky

- A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson

 

Current Issues & Perspectives:

- Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans by Don Brown

- Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance

- Between The World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

- The Red Bandanna by Tom Rinaldi

- Evicted:Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond



 

A Close Study of Humankind:

- Wheels of Change: How Women Rode the Bicycle to Freedom (With a Few Flat Tires Along the 
Way) by Sue Macy

- Freakonomics by Stephen Dubner

- Behave: The Biology of Humans at Our Best and Worst by Robert Sapolsky

- Thinking Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman

 

Sports:

- Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game by Michael Lewis

- One Shot at Forever: A Small Town, an Unlikely Coach, and a Magical Baseball Season

- Friday Night Lights: A Town, a Team, and a Dream

- Undefeated by Steve Sheinkin

- The Blindside by Michael Lewis

- Seabiscuit by Laura Hillenbrand

 

Mystery/Thriller/ True Crime:

- The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That Changed America

 

Interesting People:

- The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel

- Self-Made Man: One Woman’s Year Disguised as a Man by Norah Vincent

- Soul Surfer: A True Story of Faith, Family and Getting Back on the Board by Bethany Hamilton

- Year of Yes by Shonda Rhimes

 

Travel/ Adventure:

- Adrift: Seventy-six Days Lost at Sea by Steve Callahan

- Be Brave, Be Strong: A Journey Across the Great Divide by Jill Homer



- Wanderlust: A Love Affair With Five Continents by Elizabeth Eaves

- On The Ridge Between Life and Death: A Climbing Life Reexamined by David Roberts

- Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail by Cheryl Strayer

- An African in Greenland by Tété-Michel Kpomassie

 

Persons with Disabilities/LGBTQ:

- Strangers Assume my Girlfriend is my Nurse by Shane Burcaw

- We Should Hang Out Sometime: Embarassingly, a true story by Josh Sundquist

- Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak Out by Susan Kuklin 

- Queer, Therem and Everywhere: 23 People Who Changed the World by Sarah Prager

 

Historical Documents:

- Declaration of Independence

- Preamble

- Bill of Rights

- Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address

- Federalist

- Supreme Court Docs

 

Online Resources:

https://www.oyez.org/

https://www.docsteach.org

https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/sat-reading-writing-practice

https://www.si.edu/

SAT Connection:

The Official SAT Study Guide

   Chapter 6 Command of Evidence

https://www.oyez.org/
https://www.docsteach.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat/sat-reading-writing-practice
https://www.si.edu/


   Chapter 7 Words in Context

   Chapter 9 Reading: Information and Ideas

   Chapter 10  Reading Rhetoric

   Chapter 11: Reading Synthesis

   Chapter 14 Writing and Language: Expression of Ideas

   Chapter 15 Writing and Language: Standards of English Conventions

 

Vocabulary:

Rhetorical devices and terms.

Ex:

alliteration

allusion

antithesis

ethos

hyperbole

logos

parallelism

pathos

repetition

rhetorical question

understatement

- Student selected vocabulary

 

 



CONSIDERATIONS FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS
Accommodations and Modifications:

Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities: 

• Use of visual and multisensory formats

• Use of assisted technology 

• Use of prompts 

• Modification of content and student products 

• Testing accommodations 

• Authentic assessments 

• Small group/One to one

• Additional time

• Review of directions

•  Student restates information

• Space for movement or breaks

• Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts

• Preferential seating

• Follow a routine/schedule

• Rest breaks

• Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task

• Checklists

• Immediate feedback

Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students: 

• Adjusting the pace of lessons 



• Curriculum compacting 

• Inquiry-based instruction 

• Independent study 

• Higher-order thinking skills 

• Interest-based content 

• Student-driven instruction 

• Real-world problems and scenarios 

• Problem-based learning

• Interest-based research

• Authentic problem-solving

Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners: 

• Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts 

• Personal vocabulary

• Text-to-speech

• Simplified instructions

• Visual learning, including graphic organizers 

• Use of cognates to increase comprehension 

• Teacher modeling 

• Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced   
English language skills 

• Scaffolding 

• Word walls 

• Sentence frames 

• Think-pair-share 

• Cooperative learning groups



Strategies and Practices that Support At-Risk Students: 

• Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments

• Guided reading

• Introduce key vocabulary before the lesson 

• Work in a small group  

• The lesson taught again using a differentiated approach 

• Allow answers to be given orally or dictated  

• Use visuals / Anchor Charts 

• Leveled texts according to ability 

• Choice Boards

• Literature circles

• Project-based learning

• Graphic organizers

• Choice books

• Mini-Workshops  to reteach or extend

• Jigsaw

• Goal-setting with students

• Use of a reading buddy

• Exploration based on interest

Strategies and Practices that Support Students with 504 Plans: 

• Follow all the 504 plan modifications 

• Text-to-speech/audio-recorded selections

• Amplification system as needed

• Leveled texts according to ability

• Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed 

• Modified or constrained spelling word lists



• Provide anchor charts with high-frequency words and phonemic patterns

Standards

LA.L.11-12.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

LA.L.11-12.5.A Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in 
the text. 

LA.L.11-12.5.B Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

LA.W.11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

LA.W.11-12.9.A Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of 
eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works, including how 
two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”). 

LA.W.11-12.9.B Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate 
the reasoning in seminal texts, including the application of constitutional principles and 
use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] 
and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The 
Federalist, presidential addresses]”). 

LA.RI.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 
response, etc.), to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, 
including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RI.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their development and how 
they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

LA.RI.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, 
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

LA.RI.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines 
the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 
faction in Federalist No. 10). 

LA.RI.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, 
and engaging. 

LA.RI.11-12.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness or beauty of the text. 

LA.RI.11-12.8 Describe and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. and global texts, including the 
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme 
Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in 
works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses). 

LA.RI.11-12.9 Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance for their themes, 
purposes and rhetorical features, including primary source documents relevant to U.S. 
and/or global history. 

LA.RI.11-12.10a By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed. 



LA.RI.11-12.10b By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above. 

LA.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

LA.SL.11-12.1.A Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well reasoned exchange of ideas. 

LA.SL.11-12.1.B Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set 
clear goals and assessments (e.g., student developed rubrics), and establish individual 
roles as needed. 

LA.SL.11-12.1.C Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

LA.SL.11-12.1.D Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence 
made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the 
task. 

LA.SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 
source. 

LA.SL.11-12.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

LA.SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically. The 
content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

LA.SL.11-12.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest. 

LA.11-12.SL.11-12.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among 
the data. 

Anchor Standards

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and 
relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course 
of a text. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 
whole. 



LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually 
and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of 
the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to 
build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and 
collaborate with others. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based 
research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 
proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

Interdisciplinary Standards

LA.RH.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written 
response, etc.), to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details to develop an understanding of the text as a whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.2 Determine the theme, central ideas, information and/or perspective(s) presented in a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events, ideas 
and/or author’s perspective(s) develop over the course of the text. 

LA.RH.11-12.3 Evaluate various perspectives for actions or events; determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

LA.RH.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a 
text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

LA.RH.11-12.5 Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is structured, including how key 



sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole. 

LA.RH.11-12.6 Evaluate authors’ differing perspectives on the same historical event or issue by assessing 
the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence. 

LA.RH.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. 

LA.RH.11-12.8 Evaluate an author’s claims, reasoning, and evidence by corroborating or challenging them 
with other sources. 

LA.RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

LA.RH.11-12.10 By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11-
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

LA.RST.11-12.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough evidence from the text to support analysis of science 
and technical texts, attending to precise details for explanations or descriptions. 

LA.RST.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas, themes, or conclusions of a text; summarize complex 
concepts, processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler 
but still accurate terms. 

LA.RST.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and 
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 11-
12 texts and topics. 

LA.RST.11-12.5 Analyze how the text structures information or ideas into categories or hierarchies, 
demonstrating understanding of the information or ideas. 

LA.RST.11-12.6 Analyze the author's purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or 
discussing an experiment in a text, identifying important issues that remain unresolved. 

LA.RST.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and 
media (e.g., quantitative data, video, multimedia) in order to address a question or solve a 
problem. 

LA.RST.11-12.8 Evaluate the hypotheses, data, analysis, and conclusions in a science or technical text, 
verifying the data when possible and corroborating or challenging conclusions with other 
sources of information. 

LA.RST.11-12.9 Synthesize information from a range of sources (e.g., texts, experiments, simulations) into 
a coherent understanding of a process, phenomenon, or concept, resolving conflicting 
information when possible. 

LA.RST.11-12.10 By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 11-CCR 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Holocaust & Amistad Connections

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.h Examine multiple perspectives on slavery and evaluate the claims used to justify the 
arguments. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.3.i Examine the origins of the antislavery movement and the impact of particular events, such 
as the Amistad decision, on the movement. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.5.b Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by groups and 
individuals to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and 
African Americans. 

SOC.6.1.12.A.11.e Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human 
rights that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides. 



SOC.6.1.12.D.5.d Relate varying immigrants’ experiences to gender, race, ethnicity, or occupation. 

SOC.6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national security 
and/or individual civil rights/privacy. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):
9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas

9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem solving

9.4.12.CT.4: Participate in online strategy and planning sessions for course-based, school-based, or other 
projects and determine the strategies that contribute to effective outcomes.

9.4.12.IML.2: Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, credibility of the source, and 
relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources.

 

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):
8.1.8.E.1 - Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find 
information to solve a real world problem.

8.1.8.D.4 - Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital conte

 

LGBTQ & Persons With Disabilities
Persons with Disabilities

• NewsELA - Michigan girl watches Supreme Court argue her service dog, school case
• NewsELA - Perspective: Broken promise for funding law protecting students with disabilities
• Strangers Assume my Girlfriend is my Nurse by Shane Burcaw
• We Should Hang Out Sometime: Embarassingly, a true story by Josh Sundquist

 

LQBTQ

• NewsELA - Anthony Kennedy and the Supreme Court rulings that changed gay rights
• NewsELA - Supreme Court's same-sex marriage ruling cheered by many nationwide
• NewsELA - Overview: Defense of Marriage Act
• NewsELA - How the "don't ask, don't tell" policy affected LGBT military members
• Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak Out by Susan Kuklin 

https://newsela.com/read/goldendoodle-supreme-court/id/23610/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-congress-law-protecting-disabilities/id/2001004879/?collection_id=2000000263
https://newsela.com/read/lib-supreme-court-anthony-kennedy-gay-rights/id/57947/
https://newsela.com/read/mctscotus-gaymarriage/id/10997/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-defense-of-marriage-act/id/2000000069/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-dadt-policy/id/57861/


• Queer, Therem and Everywhere: 23 People Who Changed the World by Sarah Prager

 


