Unit 3: Reading Nonfiction

Content Area: Language Arts Literacy

Course(s): English 9 CP
Time Period: Marking Period 2
Length: 10 Blocks

Status: Published

Course Description

This course continues to develop students’ critical reading and writing skills developed in the intermediate
school. Through the study of literary genres such as the short story, novel, drama, poetry, mythology and
nonfiction, students sharpen recognition of various literary elements and devices. Emphasis in this course is
placed on in-depth reading and discussion as well as writing skills. Students use MLA format and The BIG6
information literacy model to conduct a problem-based research project. Grammar, vocabulary, and
reinforcement of listening, speaking and study skills are also addressed.

Unit Description

Stage 1-- Desired Results

Unit Purpose: Students will learn how to interact with a nonfiction informational text and determine
how authors introduce, develop, and connect ideas and evaluate the relevancy and sufficiency of
evidence used by the author within that text in order to create an effective piece of writing. They will
determine if the text they chose to read has a balanced or biased point of view.

Established Goals: By the end of the unit students will be able to determine how and why specific
ideas are introduced, developed, and connected. They will be able to evaluate claims and evidence as
well as determine if the information presented by the author is false or misleading. Finally, they will
be able to connect their text to a seminal document or government text in order to create a deeper and
broader understanding of the world around them.

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: English Language Arts Grades 9 and 10

Explicit:

-R1.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the
order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that
are drawn between them.

-R1.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses



rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.

-R1.9-10.7. Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story
in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.

-R1.9-10.8. Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and
reasoning.

-R1.9-10.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, (e.g., Washington’s
Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from
Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, etc.), including how they relate in terms of themes and significant concepts.

Implicit:

-R1.9-10.1. Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written
response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as
well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

-R1.9-10.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.

-R1.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word
choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a
newspaper).

-R1.9-10.5. Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular
sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

-R1.9-10.10. By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity above with scaffolding as needed.

-L..9-10.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 9—10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

A. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

B. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of
speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

C. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning,



its part of speech, or its etymology.

D. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

-L..9-10.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

A. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the
text.

B. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

-L.9-10.6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression.

-SL.9-10.1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9—10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas
and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

A. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

B. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, taking votes on key
issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment criteria (e.g. student
developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed.

C. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions.

D. Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement,
and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

-SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.

-SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

-SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

-SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English.



Understandings:

Students will understand that...

Essential Questions:
-Important main ideas are introduced, connected,

developed and then presented to the audience in -Why do authors write nonfiction texts?

systematic and deliberate ways -How do authors establish credible claims?
-Why would authors manipulate ideas, facts, and

-Authors write for specific reasons (beyond to truths in a text?

persuade, inform, and entertain -Why is it important to evaluate an author’s use

-Authors use rhetorical devices to help sway their  of evidence?
audience to agree with the claims made in the text _Why is it important to go beyond the text in

-Authors use evidence to support claims and that  order to find more facts about the topic of the

evidence must be relevant and sufficient for text?
maximum efficacy -Are there really two sides to every story?
-Authors may use false statements/hyperbole to -How do I find out if a story is biased or not?

support their claims and it’s the audience’s
responsibility to notice this and address it.
-Authors are often biased

-Government documents can be used as a lens to
examine a text

Students will know...

Students will be able to...

-How to become critical readers by examining and
evaluating an author’s claims and use of evidence.

-Why authors write nonfiction texts. -How to identify important ideas (main ideas)
-How and why authors create claims. -How to determine how ideas are connected
-How and why authors choose to introduce, -Determine the order in which ideas are
develop, and connect ideas in specific ways. presented

-How and why authors support claims with -Determine how points are introduced
evidence. -Determine how points are developed

-How to go beyond a text in order to find more -Determine how points are connected

proof for a claim made by an author. -Determine why an author is writing the text

-Identify rhetorical devices that help support the
author’s purpose

-Determine how those rhetorical devices support
the authors reason for writing the text

-Describe an author’s arguments or claims
-Evaluate the author’s argument/claims
-Evaluate the author’s evidence for relevance
and sufficiency

-Determine if any arguments are/seem false
-Analyze a government document and connect it
-analyze/analysis to own nonfiction text

-Main idea/central idea

-rhetoric

-Ethos

-Logos

Academic Terminology:



-Pathos
-Argument/claim
-Relevant
-Sufficient

-Bias

-Balanced

Stage 2 -- Assessment Evidence
Major Assessments:

-Reading On-Demand Skills Unit Assessment

-Student Choice Project

Performance Task:

Minor Assessments:
Balanced or Biased: Students will continue to

-R1.9-10.3 and RI.9-10.6 skills quiz research facts about their chosen text in order to
determine if the information presented was
-R1.9-10.8 skills quiz biased or balanced. Then, they will present their

findings to the class through a presentation.
-R1.9-10-9 skills quiz

Homework/Class Work:

-Reader’s Notebook Entries (5)

Stage 3 -- Learning Plan
Learning Activities:

-Introduce the standards, essential questions, assessment evidence and corresponding rubrics, and
calendar of lessons to students.

-Establish each student’s prior understanding of informational writing (informational essay) through
a relatable hook (story, survey, posing question, etc.) or through individual conferences.

-Read Aloud from texts.

-Execute standards based mini-lessons to develop skills and strategies.

-Read mentor texts to identify and implement craft conventions.

-Collaborate with assigned reading partners.



-Experience activities where speaking and listening skills are taught and in sharing times.
-Confer individually with teacher and peers.
-Demonstrate understanding through various assessments.

Mini-Lessons

-How to identify main ideas and determine how they are connected

-Determine the order in which ideas are presented: how they are introduced, developed and
connected

-Determine why an author is writing the text

-Determine and evaluate an author’s arguments or claims

-Identify rhetorical devices and determine how they support the author’s claims

-Evaluate evidence for relevance and sufficiency

-Determine if any arguments are/seem false

-Analyze a government document and connect it to own nonfiction text

Resources
Mentor Texts:

e https://www.newsweek.com/praise-f-word-203860

e https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/27/science/so-happy-together.html

e https://www.si.com/vault/2003/07/07/345894/no-ordinary-joe

¢ https://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/22/fashion/seeking-to-help-boys-keep-their-
friends.html?mtrref=undefined&gwh=B9882186D5D45535BD71ABAF410A12B6&gwt=pa

y

Potential Works of Study:

o Alexander Hamilton, Revolutionary by Martha Brockenbrough

o Witches: The Absolutely True Tale of Disaster in Salem by Rosalyn Schanzer

o The Pitch that Killed by Mike Sowell

e Six Degrees: Our Future on a Hotter Planet by Mark Lynas

o Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans by Don Brown

o Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich

e The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their Lives by
Dashka Slater

e Devil's Knot: The True Story of the West Memphis Three by Mara Leveritt

Online Resources:

Seminal documents dictated by NJSLS: “e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg
Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of
the Rights of Man and Citizen, U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.”

SAT Connection:


https://newsela.com/read/lib-caffe-cino-off-broadway-origins/id/57869/

Reading Rhetoric, The Official SAT Study Guide, p. 81

The SAT Essay, The Official SAT Study Guide, p. 173-221
Command of Evidence, The Official SAT Study Guide, p. 55
Words in Context, The Official SAT Study Guide, p. 61
Reading Information, The Official SAT Study Guide, p. 73
Reading Synthesis, The Official SAT Study Guide, p. 87

Writing & Language, The Official SAT Study Guide, p. 135-154

Vocabulary:

*Students self-select words, keeping a running vocabulary collection in their reader's/writer's
notebook.

CONSIDERATIONS FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS

Accommodations and Modifications:
Students with Disabilities, English Language Learners,

Students at Risk of Failure, Students with 504s, Gifted & Talented Students

Strategies and Practices that Support Students with Disabilities:
e Use of visual and multisensory formats
e Use of assisted technology
e Use of prompts
e Modification of content and student products
e Testing accommodations
e Authentic assessments

e Small group/One to one



¢ Additional time

e Review of directions

e Student restates information

e Space for movement or breaks

e Extra visual and verbal cues and prompts

e Preferential seating

¢ Follow a routine/schedule

e Rest breaks

e Verbal and visual cues regarding directions and staying on task
e Checklists

o Immediate feedback

Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted & Talented Students:
¢ Adjusting the pace of lessons
e Curriculum compacting
¢ Inquiry-based instruction
¢ Independent study
e Higher-order thinking skills
e Interest-based content
¢ Student-driven instruction
e Real-world problems and scenarios
e Problem-based learning
e Interest-based research

¢ Authentic problem-solving

Strategies and Practices that Support English Language Learners:



e Pre-teaching of vocabulary and concepts

e Personal vocabulary

e Text-to-speech

e Simplified instructions

¢ Visual learning, including graphic organizers
¢ Use of cognates to increase comprehension

e Teacher modeling

¢ Pairing students with beginning English language skills with students who have more advanced
English language skills

e Scaffolding
e Word walls
e Sentence frames
e Think-pair-share

e Cooperative learning groups

Strategies and Practices that Support At-Risk Students:
¢ Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments
¢ Guided reading
e Introduce key vocabulary before the lesson
e Work in a small group
¢ The lesson taught again using a differentiated approach
e Allow answers to be given orally or dictated
e Use visuals / Anchor Charts
e [eveled texts according to ability
¢ Choice Boards
e Literature circles

e Project-based learning



e Graphic organizers

e Choice books

e Mini-Workshops to reteach or extend

e Jigsaw

¢ Goal-setting with students

e Use of a reading buddy

e Exploration based on interest

Strategies and Practices that Support Students with 504 Plans:

e Follow all the 504 plan modifications

o Text-to-speech/audio-recorded selections

e Amplification system as needed

e Leveled texts according to ability

e Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed

e Modified or constrained spelling word lists

¢ Provide anchor charts with high-frequency words and phonemic patterns

Standards

LA.RI.9-10.1

LA.RI.9-10.2

LA.RI.9-10.3

LA.R1.9-10.4

LA.RI.9-10.5

LA.RI.9-10.6

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, written
response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters
uncertain.

Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and refined by specific
details; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the
order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the
connections that are drawn between them.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from
that of a newspaper).

Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular
sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses



LA.RI.9-10.7

LA.RI.9-10.8

LA.RI.9-10.9

LA.RI.9-10.10a

LA.SL.9-10.1

LA.SL.9-10.1.A

LA.SL.9-10.1.B

LA.SL.9-10.1.C

LA.SL.9-10.1.D

LA.SL.9-10.2

LA.SL.9-10.4

LA.SL.9-10.5

LA.SL.9-10.6

LA.L.9-10.4

LA.L.9-10.4.A

LA.L.9-10.4.B

LA.L.9-10.4.C

rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.

Analyze various perspectives as presented in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story
in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.

Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and
reasoning.

Analyze and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) documents of historical and literary significance, (e.g.,
Washington’s Farewell Address the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms
speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen,
U.N. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, etc.), including how they relate in terms of
themes and significant concepts.

By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-
complexity or above with scaffolding as needed.

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9—-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes
on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals and assessment
criteria (e.g., student developed rubric) and assign individual roles as needed.

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the
discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

Respond thoughtfully to various perspectives, summarize points of agreement and
disagreement, and justify own views. Make new connections in light of the evidence and
reasoning presented.

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source.

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically.
The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive
elements) in presentations to enhance findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add
interest.

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal
English.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position
or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or
parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.



LA.L.9-10.4.D

LA.L.9-10.5

LA.L.9-10.5.A

LA.L.9-10.5.B
LA.L.9-10.6

Anchor Standards

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role
in the text.

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R1

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R2

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R3

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R4

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R5

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R6

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R7

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R8

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R9

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.R10

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W1

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W2

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W3

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W4

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W5

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and
relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize
the key supporting details and ideas.

Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course
of a text.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape
meaning or tone.

Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.

Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of
the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to
build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and
proficiently with scaffolding as needed.

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach.



LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W6

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W7

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W8

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W9

LA.K-12.NJSLSA.W10

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and
collaborate with others.

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an inquiry-based
research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility
and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Interdisciplinary Standards

LA.RH.9-10.1

LA.RH.9-10.2

LA.RH.9-10.3

LA.RH.9-10.4

LA.RH.9-10.5

LA.RH.9-10.6

LA.RH.9-10.7

LA.RH.9-10.8

LA.RH.9-10.9

LA.RST.9-10.1

LA.RST.9-10.2

LA.RST.9-10.4

LA.RST.9-10.5

LA.RST.9-10.6

Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

Determine the theme, central ideas, key information and/or perspective(s) presented in a
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the
relationships among the key details and ideas.

Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; draw connections between the
events, to determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history and the social
sciences; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.

Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key points or advance an explanation or
analysis.

Compare the point of view of two or more authors in regards to how they treat the same
or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective
accounts.

Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative
analysis in print or digital text, to analyze information presented via different mediums.

Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author's
claims.

Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic, or of various perspectives, in several
primary and secondary sources; analyze how they relate in terms of themes and
significant historical concepts.

Accurately cite strong and thorough evidence from the text to support analysis of science
and technical texts, attending to precise details for explanations or descriptions.

Determine the central ideas, themes, or conclusions of a text; trace the text’s explanation
or depiction of a complex process, phenomenon, or concept; provide an accurate
summary of the text.

Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words and
phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 9-10
texts and topics.

Analyze the relationships among concepts in a text, including relationships among key
terms (e.g., force, friction, reaction force, energy).

Determine the author’s purpose in providing an explanation, describing a procedure, or



discussing an experiment in a text, defining the question the author seeks to address.

LA.RST.9-10.7 Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual
form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or mathematically
(e.g., in an equation) into words.

LA.RST.9-10.8 Determine if the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claim or a
recommendation for solving a scientific or technical problem.

LA.RST.9-10.9 Compare and contrast findings presented in a text to those from other sources (including
their own experiments), noting when the findings support or contradict previous
explanations or accounts.

Holocaust & Amistad Connections

SO0C.6.1.12.A.5.b Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by groups and
individuals to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and
African Americans.

S0C.6.3.12.D.1 Analyze the impact of current governmental practices and laws affecting national security
and/or individual civil rights/privacy.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, & Key Skills (CLKS):

9.4.12.CI.1: Demonstrate the ability to reflect, analyze, and use creative skills and ideas
9.4.12.CT.2: Explain the potential benefits of collaborating to enhance critical thinking and problem solving

9.4.12.CT.4: Participate in online strategy and planning sessions for course-based, school-based, or other
projects and determine the strategies that contribute to effective outcomes.

9.4.12.IML.2: Evaluate digital sources for timeliness, accuracy, perspective, the credibility of the source, and
relevance of information, in media, data, or other resources.

Computer Science & Design Thinking (CS & DT):

8.1.8.E.1 - Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in professional public databases to find
information to solve a real-world problem.

8.1.8.D.4 - Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content

LGBTQ & Persons With Disabilities




LGBTQ & Persons with Disabilities Works of Study:

e The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime That Changed Their Lives by Dashka
Slater, a potential work of study that tells the true story of the main character who is agender
seemingly targeted in a crime by another teenager. This text covers the themes of race, class, gender,
incarceration, and identity.

Other Non Fiction Resources for LGBTQ & Persons with Disabilities:

e "The Fire on the Bus in Oakland" by Dasha Slater, The New York Times
e "The teen who was set afire on the bus: the lives behind a shocking assault” by Otis R. Taylor Jr, San
Francisco Chronicle

e Transgender teens quietly gain rights
e Growing up transgender



https://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/01/magazine/the-fire-on-the-57-bus-in-oakland.html
https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/The-teen-who-was-set-afire-on-the-bus-the-lives-12292082.php
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/education/2016/11/18/transgender-teens-quietly-gain-rights/93897824/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/education/2016/11/18/growing-up-transgender-north-jersey-kids-tell-unease-bullying-acceptance/94019466/

