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Enduring Understandings

New technologies can encourage new explorations, opening up challenges and opportunities for daring people.

Trade spurred European explorers in the 15th and 16th centuries to seek new opportunities, some of which had unexpected results.

Explorers may also be motivated by the desire for adventure, interest in spreading their culture to others, or the search for a new
home.

Columbus’s voyages launched a period of interaction and exchange among Europe, Africa, and the Americas, which had both
beneficial and tragic results and long-lasting effects.

Essential Questions

How does technology affect civilizations?

What kinds of technological advances did Native Americans have?

How did trade encourage the Age of Exploration?

What benefits did exploration have for the explorer and the explorer's country?

What were the results of exploration?
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Skills

Analyze the impact on exploration of innovations such as improved maps, faster and safer ships, the astrolabe,
and the magnetic compass.

Summarize the efforts of the prince of Portugal to establish sea routes around Africa to Asia in order to
increase trade and gain riches for his country.

Identify Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama as the first European to sail around the tip of Africa and reach
India.

Explain that the king and queen of Spain were motivated to send explorers to the Americas by a desire for
profit and to spread Christianity.

Describe how Columbus sailed west hoping to reach Asia but landed on a continent previously unknown to most Europeans.

Summarize the efforts of Spanish explorers following Columbus to search the Americas for sources of wealth and also to conquer
native peoples in the name of Spain.

Define the term colony and describe how Spain started colonies in the Americas

Define the Columbian Exchange as an interchange of cultures and goods between Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans
following Columbus's explorations.

Evaluate the Native American views on European settlement.



Analyze the consequences of the Columbian Exchange, both positive and negative.

Draw conclusions about the lasting impact of the Columbian Exchange on the cultures of European, Native American, and African

peoples.

Standards

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.2

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.3

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.4

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.5

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.7

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.8

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.9

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.10

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.1

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.2

LA.5.CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.3

SOC.6.1.8

SOC.6.1.8.A.1.a

SOC.6.1.8.A.2.a

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from
it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn
from the text.

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize
the key supporting details and ideas.

Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course
of a text.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical,
connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape
meaning or tone.

Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.

Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually
and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of
the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build
knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and
proficiently.

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to
think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to
make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among
African, European, and Native American groups.

Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North



SOC.6.1.8.B.1.a

S0C.6.1.8.D.1.a

SOC.6.1.8.CS1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1.b
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.1.d
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.2.e

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.5.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI1.5.1

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RIL.5.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RIL.5.7

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.8

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI1.5.9

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.10

American colonies.

Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and explain how
these patterns affected interactions in different regions of the Western Hemisphere.

Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political
systems of Native American groups.

Three Worlds Meet: Indigenous societies in the Western Hemisphere migrated and
changed in response to the physical environment and due to their interactions with
Europeans. European exploration expanded global economic and cultural exchange into
the Western Hemisphere.

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in
which ideas are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose.

Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.

Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently,
specifically).

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information
clearly.

Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related
information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia
when useful to aiding comprehension.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation
presented.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key
details; summarize the text.

Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas,
or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the
text.

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a
text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.

Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two or more texts.

Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and
differences in the point of view they represent.

Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to
locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.

Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text,
identifying which reasons and evidence support which point(s).

Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak
about the subject knowledgeably.

By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social



studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity
band independently and proficiently.



